WINTER 2016

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness

Lamentations 3:22-23

Welcome to our Winter issue
Greetings and welcome to the Winter edition of The Witness.
We continue reflecting on our theme of Christian discipleship and how
it is being outworked in our diocese. Let us give thanks to God for such
signs of life amongst us. I hope you will enjoy the read and be inspired.
Two Churches are described in the first two chapters
of Acts.
The first comes at the end of the first chapter of Acts.
Jesus has been taken up into heaven and the disciples
are left with the task of working out what it means to
be the Body of Christ. They carry on meeting together,
men and women, praying together, but also put a
huge amount of energy working out how they should
go about electing someone to replace Judas.
Similarly, the week-long General Synod required a
lot of energy, debating issues such as global warming,
Tikanga relationship and same-gender blessings – and
then giving ourselves a further two years of talking, to
seek resolution.
The day Tikanga Pakeha spent talking and listening
to Tikanga Maori was very powerful and the debate
around global warming was sobering. For Tikanga
Pasifika the rising sea levels and increasing frequency
and severity of hurricanes is an issue now. How should/
could the Church respond?
Then there were the three days discussing samegendered relationships that were fraught with tension
as we (primarily Tikanga Pakeha) found ourselves
polarised between those who understand that the
doctrines of the Church are founded upon an Anglican
understanding of the authority of scripture and those
who believe that justice compels us to revisit the
scriptures that speak strongly into sexual practice.
Three days of angst as the church sought to find some
structural way of moving ahead together. Very much
‘Acts One’ Church
The second description comes at the end of chapter
two and is a picture of the Church post-Pentecost. The

Spirit has been poured out on exactly the same group
described in chapter one, but their response – their
focus – is very different: They devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe and many
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common...’
The ‘Acts One’ church was focussed inwardly,
concerned about structure. The ‘Acts Two’ Church has
a dynamic outward energy with a potent blend of
evangelical enthusiasm and generous compassion.
They didn’t have to discuss what discipleship meant
– they learned what it meant to be a disciple, inspired
and empowered by the Spirit.
As a diocese we want to rediscover the vibrant
energy that comes from a radical recommitment
to Jesus (and this is probably the best definition of
‘discipleship’).
But we also acknowledge that discipleship is not
something that we teach others. It is the commitment
to our own personal transformation that is inspirational
(and invitational) to the world in which we have been
placed.
The answer to the challenging issues of General
Synod may not be found in more talking but in putting
our energies into a greater passion for Jesus.
With every blessing
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What’s behind the

Blue Door?
Bev Kingston of Nativity Parish Blenheim had a
passion and a vision for a specific ministry to the
community. Our editor had a great conversation with
Bev about ‘the Blue Door’.
Tell us how your passion for helping others and careful
use of God-given resources began.
My grandfather was always sharing what he had
and making use of things other people were throwing
away. Some years ago I noticed a ‘sea’ of cardboard at
the dump and knowing there was a firm that recycled
cardboard I began connecting businesses with the
recycling firm. When Nativity Church talked about
collecting furniture to help those in need I knew
immediately that we needed a depot / shop to open.
Do you have a favourite scripture that has motivated
you on this journey of caring for the needs of others?
Funny you should ask that. When I was
enthusiastically outlining my plans for setting up
‘The Blue Door’ and thinking ‘faith without works is
dead’, someone pointed out to me that the important
word in that statement is ‘faith’. Then I recalled as a 12
year-old coming across ‘The Westminster Confession
of Faith’ the first question asked was, ‘What is man’s
chief end?’ Answer; man’s chief end is to glorify God
and enjoy him forever. This reset my thinking. If you
asked me now for a scripture I would probably quote 1
Peter 4:10 ‘Each one should use whatever gifts he has
received to serve others’.
Why ‘The Blue Door’ and how did you build a team of
helpers to make this vision come true?
It seemed obvious as our first premises had a
blue door. Building a team was easy. Two people
volunteered to help immediately and as the need arose
others just joined in. They were a very loyal lot.
Can you describe a typical day at the ‘Blue Door’.
There were always people outside waiting for the
doors to open – many of them regulars, chatting to
each other and enjoying being acknowledged by the

staff. Wet days brought vineyard workers and others
whose work had been rained out. Willingness to share
by those who had so little was a surprise to me. A
customer who had bought a sofa on Tuesday was back
on Wednesday. She had given the Tuesday sofa to her
daughter-in-law (‘because she had nothing’) and was
back to get one for herself. One of the frustrations was
not having a cot or a high chair when you needed it.
Relying on donations sometimes left us with gaps.
What memories are really fresh in your mind?
There were many people who found themselves
with nothing. Either their partner had trashed the flat
and left, or they had taken their children and walked
out of an unsafe situation. One couple left Invercargill
for a job in Blenheim. They had sold their furniture to
provide petrol money for the journey and they arrived
with their children and whatever they could fit in their
car. It was a joy for them when each pay day they were
able to come and get something else to furnish their
house.
The ‘Blue Door’ flourished and moved to other premises.
What made you decide to hand your ‘baby’ on to others?
The Blue Door was firmly established with profits
going back into the local community. Staffing was
improved by the
appointment of assistant
manager, so I decided
that was the moment
to move out and move
on. I now really enjoy
volunteering at a local
school two mornings a
week, helping with the
reading programme.
Bev Kingston – Nativity
Parish Blenheim
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Discipling our children

toward a life-long faith

On Track – kids loving Jesus and others for life

‘On Track’ is a St Stephen’s discipleship course for
8-10 year-olds.
The idea came out of a desire to go deeper with our
children than we are able to do on a Sunday morning.
We wanted to go through the basics of the faith over
a five-week period, in homes, beginning with a meal.
We also wanted the children to get to know each other
and form lasting friendships.
So, we introduced:
Week 1: Our Great God – Who is Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, who loves us so much.
Week 2: Growing Closer to our God – We kicked into
learning about how we relate to this very personal God
through prayer, reading his word and listening to him
speak to us. We talked about personal devotions and
journaling.
Week 3: The World God loves – We talked about the
broken world we live in because of humanity’s fall from
grace and the effects of sin in the world, emphasising
that God still loves his broken world and his people,
and has a wonderful plan.
Week 4: The Family we belong to – We explored the
idea of the Church, the Body of Christ, the Family of
God, and how God wants to use us, his people, to serve
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and grow his kingdom. Also we talked about how he
has given us all natural and spiritual gifts to help build
his church.
Week 5: God’s Great Plan – In our last week we
focused on salvation, how God knocks on the door to
our hearts longing for us to respond. But, like a polite
guest he doesn’t just push the door open, but wants
to be invited and waits for us to ask him in. Finally, we
prayed for all the children individually.
A few personal thoughts from me.
I have been reminded why Jesus talks about having
‘faith’ like a child. All of these children have beautiful,
open hearts that are eager to grow and learn more
about Jesus.
I have been so encouraged watching the children
pray and open and read their Bibles. We constantly
underestimate children as they have such engaging
ways of relating to God.
I have also loved eating together. The simple pleasure
of sharing a meal has been so meaningful and fun!
We finished the course with a commissioning service
and the whole church was invited to join us!
Ruth Ellena – Tahunanui Parish

Kids n Koffee – a special place to belong
Each Tuesday morning you will hear the sound
of happy chatter and play from children and adults
in the crèche at All Saints. Play activities, crafts and
singing time are enjoyed, birthdays and new babies are
celebrated. At Christmas and Easter we venture into
church for a treasure hunt and to hear the Christian
message. There are opportunities to listen as people
share what is happening in their lives, both joys and
struggles, supporting in practical ways with meals and
praying for them.
As a team we begin with prayer, committing our
session, our families and any specific needs to the Lord.
We believe that building relationships is a vital part
of our ministry and of sharing our faith. Opportunities
arise to invite people to join in activities like the
Marriage Course, Christianity Explored, women’s
events, picnics and the Christingle service for children
at Christmas.
Our flyers include details of church services and
outreach events which have resulted in questions
leading some to baptism, confirmation and to them
becoming part of our church family.
A mum recently wrote, ‘Children n Koffee is a friendly,
family, supportive environment, a great place for
safe, positive learning experiences for children and
relationship building. It is a wonderful example of
Christians giving their time for us.’
Lois Mills – All Saints Parish

Claire’s story
As a child, I don’t remember my mum or dad ever
taking me to church. As I grew up and became a young
adult, I started to show an interest in Christianity when
I became good friends with a special lady. She used
to go to church with her mum and dad and invited
me to come along. I enjoyed going to church and
her parents bought me a ‘Good News’ Bible which I
enjoyed reading. However that only lasted about 10-12
years, then things changed. Unfortunately I didn’t go
to church as work and other circumstances took over.
In 2006 we moved to New Zealand with our lovely
daughter Olivia. I continued my career in Early Years
teaching and in 2011 had a son, Ben. I often talked
with my partner about Jesus and God, as he was a

strong believer. He got me a Bible and a ‘Jesus calling’
book. We would spend many a night talking about
what I had read. In 2013 I had a bad year at work, so my
partner and I decided that I would take a year out and
be a ‘stay at home’ mum.
In 2014 I started going to ‘Kids ‘n’ Coffee’, where I
met Lois, Lynn and Kirsty. They all went to All Saints
Church. I was interested in finding out more about the
church and Lois got me some information to read. That
Sunday I went for the first time and I have been there
ever since. In the last two years I have been baptised,
confirmed and joined a weekly Bible study group
My son and I love going to church.
Claire – All Saints Parish, Nelson

Discipleship has various definitions but one of the common threads is that it is a ‘life-long transformation’. It
begins at various stages of a person’s life and is most effective when it is intentional.
It is the intentionality of a community to build a discipling relationship with a person, no matter their age, that
will transform them into a person with a life- long faith. This, I believe, is at the core of discipleship. In this article
two Children and Families workers in the diocese share how they are intentionally discipling children and their
family members. The additional testimony and comments reveal just how effective these ministries are.
Sue Fallow – Children and Family Ministries Enabler
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Wholeness through forgiveness,
repentance and blessing
A Handbook for Healing of Memories
Ministry by Robin Kingston.
On May 13 at Mapua (and prior to Robin taking
yet another group of interested people through his
teaching programme ‘healing of memories’) we took
time to celebrate the publication of his book, which
will be a very helpful resource for people working in
prayer ministry.
It is both pleasing and timely that after many
years of involvement in prayer ministry, Robin has
finally produced his book which is a distillation of his
experience and teaching in New Zealand as a senior
parish priest. His book comes at a time when across our
diocese there has been a groundswell of interest and
training in the area of inner healing. Four international
schools of prayer ministry are presently represented
across our diocese, with Robin’s A Handbook for Healing
of Memories Ministry making a fifth.
Each has their differences of emphasis but all have
their foundations firmly in scripture and through
reliance upon the Holy Spirit, work to bring the client
to wholeness through forgiveness, repentance and
blessing. The ultimate test of any ministry is the fruit it
bears and the testimonies in this book point to good
fruit.
Last year I attended one of Robin’s workshops
taught over two weekends and was impressed with
the depth of his understanding of the material and
his ability to demonstrate as he taught. Now that his
book is available it will add to the effectiveness of his
training programme as the book follows the sequence
of his training, beginning with the basic principles
of inner healing and then progressing through the

various aspects of prayer ministry. Robin’s teaching
background ensures that his book is clearly set out,
economical on words and emphasises the importance
of homework to ensure new patterns become
established.
Few things can be more satisfying than to see people
set free from past hurts through prayer ministry and
then be able to function more fully in society and
within the Body of Christ. It is Robin’s hope that God
will use his book to encourage more people to become
involved in this vital ministry of ‘setting the captives
free’. A Handbook for Healing of Memories Ministry
should prove to be a wonderful resource and I pray
that it will help bear much fruit for the Kingdom.
David Hollingsworth
Copies of Robin’s book are available at the Anglican
Centre in Nelson at $20 plus postage

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 547 0908
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Reverend Russell Pickersgill-Brown is the new Vicar of Motueka Parish. Russell and his wife Anna are very excited
about taking up this new ministry.
Where were you born and raised?
Russell: I was born in Mosgiel. Between the ages of
five and 11 I lived in four different locations and in 10
different houses. I feel this has enabled me to change
quickly and resiliently and mix in with people easily.
Change does not scare me as much as challenges me.
Anna: I was born in Dunedin and raised in Mosgiel,
Otago.
How/when did you became a Christian? Were there
people or places that really influenced your Christian
journey?
Russell: Campus Crusade came to school and
although I ‘gave’ my heart to Christ at age 11, I didn’t
act on it consciously. Between then and 26 years of
age, I went my own way. Playing semi-pro musician in
pubs, clubs and functions for years with all the lifestyle
that went with it. After Anna and I were married and
living in Dunedin our Christian neighbour would say to
me ‘the hand of the lord is on you Russell’. At a home
group in late 1986 I discovered the Bible as truth and I
knew that the promises I made to God when I was 11
had protected me during my heady days as a muso.
Anna: I was raised a Christian, attending Sunday
school and church but later became a rebellious
teenager and left. In 1986, just after our first son was
born I went back to church. There I met two families
who really spoke to me about how exciting it was to
be living with God and in relationship with him and I
recommitted my life to the Lord. Since then God has
always come first and I wouldn’t have it any other way.
I love the Lord and spend time with him daily.
What is your passion for the local church? And how do
you see it playing out.
Russell: The corporate local church is too often seen

as the ‘entity’, when it is actually the gathering of
unique individuals with their experiences and giftings.
I believe in fostering the use of ‘My and I’ as ownership
and recognition of the ‘individual’ that God sees,
instead of using ‘we, our, us and they’ in services and
literature. It is too easy to blend into the corporate style
and people become too comfortable in anonymity.
I have seen many lives changed through people
discovering their individuality in Christ and their
special and unique lives. This is most effective when
you have a meal, conversation, game of golf, fishing or
generally share life with people you live amongst. This
is much more effective than any corporate gathering I
have been to.
Anna: I love the church... and couldn’t imagine not
being a part of the lives of others who love the Lord.
Worshipping the Lord collectively is the most amazing
thing! Sung worship is how I draw closest to him. I
grieve for those who either never have considered a
faith with other believers or have walked away from
this, due to hurts or offences from others.
What are your favourite hobbies and how do you like to
relax?
Russell: I would love to take the dream of a small
boat to go fishing, pull up on a beach for a barbecue
or generally spend time on the water. I also enjoy golf
(when I can) and doing projects around the house.
The parish have been generous in letting me do some
improvements to the vicarage (a large pergola, and
a block pizza oven), after all ‘a man needs a project’.
These things recharge my batteries.
Anna: I love painting and I have an art studio at the
vicarage. Writing, reading, gardening and biking are
my favourite hobbies.
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St Stephens Tahunanui 50+ Group reaching out
When you combine having a good time with being a blessing to others,
it is deeply satisfying. In recent months our coach trips have been to Lake
Rotoiti Chapel and Renwick / Wairau Valley, Murchison (above) and Tapawera
churches. We can be a help and an encouragement to smaller rural churches.
To every approach the response has been a hearty ‘please come!’
We are blessed, the church we visit is blessed, and God is glorified through
our fellowship together.
Gavin Cole – Tahunanui Parish

Margaret Woodill, a parishioner
at St Peters and well known B&B
owner in Kaikoura, received a
special surprise from her three
daughters for her 86th birthday
recently. The power pole outside
her home was illustrated
by international artist Jean
Laming, who lives in Kaikoura,
and her friend Marie Scott.

Vicar Susan Gill with Rev Owen and Elizabeth
Kimberley on the morning of their farewell at Holy
Trinity, Richmond.

Steve Maina, National Director of NZCMS and his wife
Watiri spoke at All Saints Parish about their recent
sabbatical overseas. Steve explored the ‘Changing
Face of Mission’ in particular ‘Reverse Mission’ where
Western nations learn from non-western missionaries.
Watiri found herself renewed and refreshed by a retreat
ministry which she attended in Wales.
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James Nelson (pictured with Olwyn Coe of Tahunanui
parish) retiring as Chairman of the Nelson Seafarers
Mission on his 70th birthday.

Margaret McLanachan the National AAW Leader with
new Nelson Diocesan AAW Leader Dianne Higgins and
retiring Leader Evelyn Nixon.

With the repairs to the Seddon vicarage completed
after the earthquakes, it was time to celebrate with
a Tongan umu. Lovely food cooked the island way by
Rev Dawn Daunauda’s husband Sana and their son
Michael.

As a result of their Synod visit to Westport last year
and hearing the stories of the struggles in our town,
Rev Susan Gill and members of Holy Trinity Anglican
Church, Richmond came to serve us.
Along with some from our Parish, they painted St
Peter’s, Granity on the Saturday and in the evening,
they led an inspirational time at St John’s, Westport.
Sunday worship was special for many people as Susan
who had lived in Westport, preached and celebrated
Holy Communion. It was quite humbling to receive all
that they gave to us that weekend.
Steve Wockner – Vicar of Buller Parish

The Greymouth and Cobden-Runanga combined
AAWteam winners of the Audrey Landels Rosebowl
competition.

The newest vicarage in the Diocese
The first vicarage in the Waimea area was built in the
1850s but was burnt to the ground in a disastrous fire
in 1903 and was replaced in the following year.
Five years ago it was decided that it was not
economical to repair the 108 year-old vicarage and
the decision was made to replace it with a modern
building.
With much great work by the building contractors
and generosity from the local district and the
congregation, it was a joy to gather on Sunday April
24 in Brightwater, for the formal blessing of the new
vicarage by Bishop Richard.
Martin Harrison, Vicar of Waimea Parish
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Waimea Deanery pulpit swap
The Vicars of Wakefield, Brightwater and Richmond
parishes have been meeting to plan ways in which they
can work together. One of the ideas was for a quarterly
pulpit swap, and it was a great experience for all. We
clergy learnt how to run quite a different service, meet
a new bunch of people, and convince others that we
have a smattering of theology.
Likely the parish folk got the best side of the deal
– at no extra cost they got a new face, and new voice
to listen to, and some idea of who their neighbouring
parish have to manage with each week! We also had a
joint parish picnic in the summer in Wakefield.
Clearly the concept of clergy as teams in a
geographical area enriches the worship, community
life, and impact of our parishes.
Psalm 133: How wonderful and pleasant it is, when

Ordinations in the Diocese:
Kaye Dyer (above) ordained deacon at Holy Trinity,
Picton.
Sam Anderson (above right) ordained priest at St
Christopher’s, Blenheim South.
Gordon Taylor (right) ordained deacon at All Saints,
Nelson.
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brothers and sisters live together in harmony - there the
Lord has pronounced his blessing, even life everlasting.
Rev Allan Wasley – Regional Dean, Waimea

Mentoring and self-reflection
Marlborough Ministry Mentoring
One of the privileges of ordained ministry mentoring
is the opportunity to invest in the lives of others who
are building ministry experiences. In February Bishop
Richard asked me to mentor those recently ordained or
newly arrived in the Marlborough region.
This means I have a group of six: Susan Howarth,
Deborah Paton, Kaye Dyer (top photo) and Joe
Keighley, Sam Anderson and Jonathan Wasley (bottom
photo). The time I spend with them depends on their
circumstances, however we have formed two groups
that meet six-weekly.
How do we spend our time together? Good question
– it is about looking at the practical application of
ministry skills and issues, for instance: funeral taking,
chairing meetings, leading liturgy, dealing with conflict
and managing difference. It is about watching for the
gaps in ministry and seeking to address them. This
will better enable us all to fulfil the call that has been
placed on our lives for service within the church and
community.
Richard Dyer – Vicar of Picton and Regional Dean

Transforming professional development in ordained ministry
Graham O’Brien’s sabbatical last year explored
‘reflective practice’ as a potential new approach to
post-ordination training. ‘Reflective Practice’ is intended
to help leaders cope with the ever-changing nature of
ministry and society, enabling them to confront the many
challenges of ministry and renewing expertise. Graham
writes:
What my research identified is that reflective practice
(often called theological reflection) provides the most
effective means to develop professional competence
in the face of the unique challenges and growing
complexity in an ever-changing world.
The challenge is to ensure that reflective practice
becomes a life-long tool for ministry, especially when
the pressure of work squeezes out the space and
time for reflection. Three general features enable this
practice to be part of the intentional professional
development in ministry.
Sustainability: Reflection becomes a habit - part of
who we are as leaders and how we interpret the world.
Humility: Recognising that decisions we make are
often far from perfect as we face the dilemmas of life in
a broken world.
Action – orientation: Where reflection leads to new
ways of responding to challenges.

There are several benefits to this new approach.
As a learning community those new to Christian
ministry can draw on those with previous experience,
as they begin to build professional knowledge.
Experienced ministers can recapture enthusiasm and
renewed energy from those new to the role.
Collegiality and team work are developed to avoid
any sense of isolation that can be felt in ministry.
Ministers are enabled to cope with organisational
change, changes in role, and personal change.
The aim is to make the
continual professional
development of
ordained ministers
more intentional and
engaging. This approach
will provide an oasis in
the midst of busyness,
isolation and change
to reinvigorate ministry
practice.
Graham O’Brien –
Ministry Educator
(Diocese of Nelson)
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Discipling Our Youth along the journey of faith
History of ‘Charge’ Leadership
Nelson Anglican Youth has always had a passion
for equipping our local youth leaders and helping to
raise up the next generation of young leaders coming
through. It was because of this that we initiated a
leader training night called ‘Charge’ a few years ago.
Charge began as an occasional night where all of
our local leaders could gather, eat a meal together,
talk youth ministry and be inspired, resourced and
supported in their roles. We initially started out in
Nelson with only a handful of leaders attending (all
guys) but slowly increased to include a couple of
female leaders and running monthly in Nelson and
also in Marlborough at one point, with a group of
promising high school youth. Charge has certainly
helped to foster youth leadership in our regions and
to grow our regional expression of youth ministry in
Nelson.
Charge 2016
As with all programmes there is always a time to
step back and tweak in order to stay on the pulse and
remain relevant. Near the end of last year we decided
it was time to reboot Charge into a young leaders
training programme. We would keep our local youth
leader gatherings, meeting every six weeks over
brekkie, but focus on our up and coming senior high
school youth for Charge. The programme would look a
little different but be tailor-made for drawing out the
potential in the youth who signed on – giving them
an understanding of the heart of a leader who follows
Jesus, and equipping them with some super practical
skills. We would also subsidise them to join with us
at ‘the Abbey’, the national Anglican youth leader’s
conference, and Spring Camp, our annual Anglican
youth partae.
The aim of Charge would be to help disciple, mentor
and shape a group of young leaders who could go
back to their home parishes and assist their local youth
leader. This is all about passing the baton of leadership
and helping our young people to find their feet and
discover their gifts and passions in ministry, building
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up our youth programs through the process.
The Sauce
As well as this we were led to start a regional youth
group hub this year called ‘The Sauce’. The Sauce runs
every second or third Friday night during term time
and is a place where all our local Nelson / Waimea
youth groups can join together under one roof. It’s
an opportunity for parishes without youth leaders
but who still have youth, to have an expression of
youth ministry, and it also gives our youth leaders
with groups a chance to meet together, and our
youth a chance to experience a big youth group for
a night. Fronted by Nathan Hughes, the Sauce has
been building momentum and is heaps of fun. It’s
also a space where our new Charge leaders can ply
their trade and put their learnings into practice. So
encouraging last Friday to have a group of over a
dozen young leaders attending our first Charge taster
evening and seeing them learning how to welcome
other youth and bring a servant leaders heart at the
Sauce later that night – great stuff.
Charge Nelson / Waimea details:
● For youth in school years 11-13 and emerging
young adult leaders.
● Learn about leadership culture and heart and
obtain practical youth leader skills like preparing
a talk, welcoming others, leading a game, praying
for someone and more…
● Runs monthly on a Friday night before The Sauce,
5pm till 6.30pm and includes dinner. First official
session starts Friday June 24!
● Includes seven sessions plus opportunity to
attend the Abbey and Spring camp
● Costs for materials and Doug Fields book only $20
per person for the year
If interested please contact Nathan Hughes youth.
assist@nelsonanglican.nz
Permission to attend by parent/guardian and local
youth leader is mandatory.
Luke Shaw and Nathan Hughes – Nelson Youth Unit

PARISH

...small, beautiful and bursting with opportunity

It had been a year since our last minister, Derek
Harding, retired and we were to experience another
‘interregnum’. Gulp! How would this go for us? Derek
talked about every member being church. He guided
us into a position where we were stronger. We became
a people-led church, rather than a minister-led one.
The responsibilities were spread between small teams
and he put much effort into growing our skills to keep
our church alive and meaningful.
We developed a strong sense of ownership – by the
people, for the people. Because we are a small church
there is a need for everyone to step up – we have few
‘pew-warmers’! We all fill the rosters, we all make the
really big decisions together and we have a ministry
team. Mary, (who has studied and is now our licensed
lay minister) and Jan and Karen each take a service
a month. Plus we enjoy an inspiring message and
celebrate communion once a month with Rev John
Neal. We get extra help from other lay ministers and
clergy as needed.
Among us there is a real mix of ministry styles, but

we follow the lectionary to keep continuity. So far, it
seems to work out!
We’ve all grown personally and spiritually as a church
and as a part of the local community. We continue
to nurture our relationship with our local school.
The principal pointed out to us that the church is the
spiritual centre of Spring Creek and a respected part of
the community. Even if there is a vocal part of society
that perceives church differently; we unashamedly fill
that place, knowing what the presence of our church
stands for.
We hope we are following the early church’s example
by continuing to grow our faith together, to love and
support each other and to shine Christ’s light into our
community. We continue to pray for the right person
to become our half-time minister, to join us on our
journey.
‘Do not be afraid, little flock; your Father has been
pleased to give you the kingdom.’ Luke 12:32
Jan Ellis – Spring Creek Parish

THIS IS CHURCH

...or is it...?

FIND OUT MORE

Save the date 14-15 Oct
for more info
socialservices@nelsonanglican.nz
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The Bishop Sutton Library: YOUR LIBRARY
Have you considered visiting the
Bishop Sutton Library when you
come into Nelson?
Tom came to the library because
he was leading some Bible studies
on the Fruit of the Spirit. We found
some useful resources on this topic
and we ordered additional material
to help him lead his home group.
Oliver, a student, needed
information on the theme of the
Temple in the Bible. We showed
him how to use the library
catalogue and how he could search
on-line for journal articles on this subject. Oliver was
very pleased with the information he found relevant to
his assignment.
Sam visited us with the title of a book on CS Lewis,
he wished to read. The book was not in our library. As
we knew the book would enhance our collection, we
ordered it and let him know when the book arrived.
We also helped Audrey who was researching the
‘Prodigal Son’. We were able to give her books and
journal articles for her talk.
How can the Bishop Sutton Library assist you? Come
and see us if you live near Nelson. We also welcome
requests by telephone (03 548 8785 ext. 4) and email
(library@bishopdale.ac.nz).
Library Location and Parking
The Library is part of Bishopdale Theological College.
The collection is housed in Bishop Eaton House which
is in the grounds of All Saints Church (30 Vanguard
Street) in Nelson. Parking is available at the front and
rear of the church.
Who can use the Library?
Anyone can join the library. Just fill in a registration
form. This can be done in the library or you can do it on
line, in the library section of the Bishopdale Theological
College website (www.bishopdale.ac.nz).
We offer a postal service to members outside Nelson.
You need only pay return postage for items borrowed.
Library Catalogue
The library catalogue is called Anglicat and includes
the collections of the John Kinder Theological Library

in Auckland, the Bishopdale Theological College and
some smaller Anglican libraries. It can be accessed on
the internet under the term Anglicat or John Kinder
Theological Library (www.kinderlibrary.ac.nz).
Library Collection
Although the library contains material to support the
research interests of staff and students of the College,
there is a wide array of non-academic material suitable
for readers interested in exploring their spirituality and
going deeper with God. Each year a proportion of the
library budget is used to buy material on discipleship
and other spiritual matters of interest to the general
public. Popular authors include John Ortberg, Philip
Yancey, Richard Rohr, Dallas Willard, Alister McGrath,
Tom Wright, CS Lewis and Joyce Meyer.
Library Staff
Jennifer Patterson is the librarian
and she works from Monday to
Wednesday. Rachael Higgs, a
teacher, is there on Thursdays
during the term.
Jennifer completed a BA (Hons)
and Masters in Information
Studies at the University of Natal
in South Africa. Her degree
included her great interests of
Theology and Biblical Studies.
Jennifer and Rachael would be delighted to help you
find material in the library. They enjoy going the ‘extra
mile’ and would love the library to become a vibrant
centre for spiritual growth.
Physical Address: 30 Vanguard Street, Nelson
Postal Address: PO Box 347, Nelson, 7040
Phone: 03 548 8785 (ext. 4)
Email: library@bishopdale.ac.nz
Library hours
Mon and Tues: 10am – 6pm (in Semester)
10am – 4.30pm (out-of-Semester)
Wednesday:
10am – 5pm
Thursday:
10am – 4pm (in Semester)

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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Discipleship begins at home
Go and make disciples of all nations said Jesus... but
sometimes the disciples-to-be are sitting right beside
us at the dinner table!
Discipleship – defined as learning Christ – begins at
home. It begins with teaching the truth about Jesus to
our sons and daughters by godly example.
Where did you first hear about Jesus? Was it from you
own mother or father or grandparent?
Look to arguably the most famous granny in the New
Testament, Timothy’s grandmother Lois. The apostle
Paul recognises that discipleship (‘learning Christ’)
begins at home.
‘I have been reminded of your sincere faith,’ he writes
to Timothy, ‘which first lived in your grandmother Lois
and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now
lives in you also.’ (2 Timothy 1:5)
We don’t think of Lois as a biblical name as we do,
say, Sarah or Ruth, but this grandmother was a true
disciple-maker. Her sincere faith likewise kindled a
sincere faith in her daughter and grandson.
And remember Timothy was not on light duties, he
was actually being passed the baton by the about-todepart Paul. ‘Join with me in suffering for the gospel...
Guard the good deposit’. No small mission for timid
Timothy.
When we look for examples in this diocese of that
kind of discipleship they are hard to find. Not because
they haven’t happened but they are not usually
documented, unlike evangelism. We can read, for
example, an entertaining account of Bishop Suter’s trek
into the Mt Arthur Tablelands to preach to the miners
in their bush-shrouded tent camps in 1880.
We tramped as a family into the area at Easter and

it was a great feeling to stand in what is called the
Bishop’s Cave. Near the mouth of the cave is a large
rock called The Pulpit where he stood and preached.
It’s a fairly remote part of the diocese to find a slice
of our own church history. But that’s evangelism –
reaching the unreached.
The word disciple in the New Testament refers to
a learner or student, someone who is apprenticed
to a teacher to learn from him or her. A disciple aims
to learn the ways and practices and wisdom of the
teacher.
For disciples there is certainly a body of knowledge
and understanding to be absorbed ‘(Jesus) opened his
mouth and taught them’. (Matt 5:1-2) But in the case of
Jesus’ disciples the outcome of this learning was not
simply the mastery of a certain body of knowledge;
what we might associate with classroom or academic
learning.
What the learners were learning from Jesus was a
way of life based on an understanding of certain truths
about reality. They weren’t learning a subject; they
were learning a person.
This is what a disciple of Jesus is learning; a
transformed existence based on a transformed
understanding in Christ.
We must remember when we are discipling others to
only teach what The Teacher taught – to neither add to
the scriptural accounts or take away. Only then will we
be effective disciple-makers.
Go to it you Loises and you Eunices, and their male
equivalents!
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay parish
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Reflection
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God Romans 8:14
For his Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and tells us that we are God’s children Romans 8:16

Is the Holy Spirit making a difference in how you live your life?
We asked Marie Tilley of
Richmond Parish about the
work of the Holy Spirit in her
life.
How did you first become
aware of the action of the Holy
Spirit in your life?
The Holy Spirit has always
been present in my life,
although growing into that
understanding has taken time
and a process of maturing. As a young woman I
questioned God as to why he would move me from
a vibrant church in Auckland to one that seemed
comparatively lifeless. The answer was very clear –
to build a Sunday school (which I did). Every time
my husband was moved in his work I had the same
question, and yet every move was used to help me
grow in Christ.
One of the marks of belonging to Jesus is changed
behaviour. How has the Holy Spirit worked within you
to bring about change?
In the early 70s ‘Anglicans in Aotearoa’ was
an amazing time – the Holy Spirit touched so
many of us. I learned to trust God in everything,
and to constantly pray for the Spirit’s guidance.
Consequently, I became a better, calmer person with
far fewer worries. Through scripture, circumstances
and people, the Holy Spirit has challenged and
convicted me. Sometimes it has been in the simple
things: from childhood I had a terrible fear of moths.
As I was being prayed for, someone saw a hand
reaching into my cot, removing and then releasing
the moth. The fear has vanished. Later in life when I

was walking to theatre for major surgery the nearer
the theatre the darker the lighting became.
I prayed: ‘God, where are you?’ Then it was as if the
lights came on for me! I know I never walk alone, he
is always there, I only have to ask.
How has the Holy Spirit guided you and the Church to
which you belong?
It’s exciting when the Spirit works through you.
The gift of evangelism often finds me sitting in
a food court and trusting God to bring someone
along to engage in conversation and prayer. It rarely
fails. On Mondays Holy Trinity Richmond is open
for prayer and this has led to many opportunities
for conversation and prayer with people who just
wandered in.
The Church has become a place of healing for
people who are broken, hurting, and lost. The Holy
Spirit helps restore them and has guided us to be
relevant to people coming for the first time.
How can the Church grow in its understanding of the
Holy Spirit and the gifts that are available to all of us as
we grow and mature in our faith?
By teaching! I learned much from being a
member of ‘Women in Focus’. Working, in pairs, with
really simple exercises to learn how to listen and
respond to the Spirit. Home groups are an amazing
opportunity in trust, discipleship, prayer, and in the
identification and operation of the gifts of the Spirit.
The safe environment gives us the confidence to
exercise our gifts in the wider church, so that ‘the
Body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity
in the faith... and become mature.’ (Ephesians 4:13 –
edited)
Marie Tilley – Richmond Parish
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