SUMMER 2019

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth
to all whom God favours
Luke 2:14

Celebrating Advent
It’s Advent season, a time we ‘wait for’ and remember
the coming of Jesus. So as we enter Advent, may I
encourage you to celebrate all that God has done this
year. To count our blessings, naming them one by one
and we will be surprised by the wonder of God’s grace.
Personally, I am thankful for a smooth transition into
my new role in the diocese and the warm welcome my
family and I have received.
As I settle in my role, I’m encountering great stories
of God at work. Just 10 weeks in, I have confirmed
17 people who were renewing their commitment to
follow Jesus. Recently 70 people, the majority from
our diocese and including the Bishop’s Ministry Team
gathered in teams for the Good Soil Collective training,

and renewed their commitment to make disciples.
Approaching everything through the lens of gratitude
will allow us to find the beauty and wonder in even the
smallest things.
What are the hidden God treasures we are noticing?
We don’t have to go far to find some. God is at work by
his Spirit transforming lives and building his Kingdom.
Advent reminds us of a God who comes to dwell
among us. He came that the broken would be made
whole, the ugly made beautiful and the lost be found.
That in Christ, ‘light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness can never extinguish it’ John1:5.
But there’s more I sense God is inviting us into...
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Advent has the idea of waiting and anticipating. We
are being invited into an adventure with God. The term
has ‘advent’ in it! Yes, and it is derived from the same
Latin words. But ‘adventure’ is connected to newness
and daring rather than arriving.
Jesus invited people from all walks of life to follow
him. Following Jesus was going to be an adventure,
their lives turned around and in turn they turned the
world upside down. Jesus was born at a time when
people expected the messiah, the anointed one, would
come to redeem Israel and/or the Church. That he
would signal the end of a time of oppression, pain and
darkness and the ushering of a new era.
We believe the Messiah has already come in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth (Advent). The arrival of the
Messiah is part of a larger eschatological story whereby
human activity on earth is significantly altered by
the in-breaking of the ‘kingdom of God’, a time when
God’s will on earth is more tangibly and endlessly
experienced.
So the coming of Jesus reminds us that we have
entered a new season that ushers the climax of human
history, which is not yet arrived but we can live with a
heightened sense of anticipation for its arrival. That’s
the adventure! That is, to have the belief, persuasion
and conviction that God wants more of his Kingdom to
break in, even now. That God’s doing a new thing.
What does that look like? More people following
Jesus, lives made whole, flourishing communities and
joy filled relationships because Jesus reigns. Isn’t this
something we would love to see happen?
So as we prepare for 2020, I sense the invitation for us
is to have 20/20 vision of what God wants to do in and
through us. Could I encourage us all to take our faith
where it’s never been before – to have a heightened
sense of what God might do? To put ourselves in a
position where we are able to receive all that God has
in store for us.
What could this look like? It might be committing to
a rhythm of prayer and Bible study to nourish our faith,
or journeying with someone in a discipling relationship
or sharing with a family member about Jesus, or to
invite them to church or intentionally looking for

opportunities to be a blessing in your community/
neighbourhood/workplace.
Perhaps it is to consider ministry as a vocation. Why?
Because the harvest is plentiful and the labourers are
few. Or it could be to devote ourselves to prayer. With
the ministry opportunities we have in the diocese at
the moment, the ongoing prayer is for the Lord of the
harvest to send us workers into his harvest field.
And that is a ‘risky’ prayer because God might be
asking you to put your hand up! Is God calling you to
consider a shift in your career/vocation so that you are
available to serve God’s Kingdom purposes more? You
might find that thought scary, but that is the invitation
to the adventure. Discerning God’s call for your life
could be life-changing.
The shift from Christchurch to Nelson was part of
that adventure for me and my family. We had a sense
of God’s call to leave the familiar not knowing what
was ahead, except that God is there and he promises to
guide and sustain. So I’m embracing the adventure and
living with a heightened sense of expectation of what
God will do as I follow him. I invite you to embrace
the adventure too as we actively wait to see what God
wants to do in and through us in this season.
Are you up for it? Well, Jesus has supplied you with
everything you need to thrive as you follow him.
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Excerpts from Bishop Steve’s
Charge to Synod
The theme was ‘Gratitude’. We don’t celebrate
enough but tend to minimise what we have and notice
challenges more than we count our blessings.
The season ahead promises to be exciting because of
all the Lord has given us; because we know that God is
building his Kingdom, and we are convinced that the
Church of Christ will prevail because Jesus is its Lord and
Head. We are confident that God has given us all that we
need to fulfil his purposes on earth.
Over the next 10 years, Bishop Steve would like to
focus on the following priorities.
1. Gospel priority
To be living, breathing, celebrating, and energised by
the good news of Jesus.
Some of us have become apologetic, ‘ashamed’ of the
Gospel. Perhaps we have become discouraged, but Paul
reminds us ‘the gospel is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes’.1 Romans 1:16
2. Discipleship
That discipleship be a key feature of our ministry.
A number of teams are participating in the Good
Soil Collective and while this one model doesn’t suit
everyone, whatever model of discipleship you are
working with, the question is: is it raising disciples? Who
are you discipling and how do you identify those to
disciple and invest in?
3. Leadership Development – for lay and ordained
It has been said before that ‘everything rises or falls on
leadership’. If we’re not intentionally raising leaders, then
money, systems, plans and vision will not be enough
to see growth. Our daily prayer should be: ‘Lord give us
more leaders’. Wouldn’t it be great if we could populate
our diocese with 20-30 people who could plant or lead a
church in the next five years?
Ordained ministry, while vital, is not the only pathway
for serving in the diocese. We are blessed to have many
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people in self-supporting
leadership! This is a real
strength. The Challenge
is for us to pray in and
find the budding leaders
often right under our
noses, call out their gifts
and journey with them.
To achieve the vision to grow, we need to:
a. Belong
We are family. We are a network of diverse churches
unique in style, demographic and preferences but we
come together as the body of Christ, united by the
Spirit.
b. Bless
We are blessed to be a blessing. We will go to the
weak, the hungry, the outcasts seeking to be a people of
blessing. Questions to guide us include:
Who or what is God putting in front of us that we can
affirm and bless, show mercy to, share the Good News
with?
c. Be bold – Dream Bigger
The following passage from Isaiah resonates.
‘Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent
curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords,
strengthen your stakes’ – Isaiah 54:2
When things were looking hopeless for Israel, God
speaks, telling them to lift up their eyes and increase
their vision. I Cor 2:9
Rather than just maintaining what we’ve got, could
we raise our expectations and consider ways to grow
and expand? Let us to be bold and experiment, try
new ideas, develop structures that are nimble and
flexible, and invest resources for growth rather than
maintenance?
And let us do this with a deep sense of gratitude.

Synod thoughts from a Newbie
I was looking forward to my first Synod and catching
up with the many friends I had made during the time I
worked at the Anglican Centre. The cathedral was filled
with joyous singing on a rainy Thursday night in Nelson
and I felt filled and uplifted by the presence of the Holy
Spirit.
The next morning Bishop Steve presented his Charge
to Synod on the theme of Gratitude and he spoke
right to my heart when he said he believed we don’t
celebrate enough. If Paul could write with optimism
and encouragement from his prison cell, how much
more could we do with our many blessings!
Richmond Parish, through their tenacity, fortitude
and faithfulness, are now blessed with a facility to
be proud of – a perfect venue for Synod. Again the
singing and worship were joyful and it was great to fill

The presentation on the reform of Title D was
well done. It is really important that we support a
transparent process of investigation, promote the
rights and provide support for victims of historic
abuse. Clearly a lot of work has gone into Title D and
the process going forward.
The lay conference gave me an opportunity to share
with other Deaneries the model of co-operation we
are developing in Marlborough. Organised by Joe
Keighley, Wairau Valley Parish, we have been meeting
and talking about how we can share resources
between parishes. This is an especially good time to be
doing this as we have a vacancy for a vicar in several
parishes. Who wouldn’t want to come to a position in a
Deanery that can work together?
The missions presentations from Anglican Missions

the hall with love and unity in Christ. The business end
of Synod was full on and I was engaged throughout.
What were the highlights for me?
Nathaniel’s Journey to Mamaku Grove reminded me
that God is indeed everywhere and the way we ‘do
Church’ can be innovative and appropriate for the time
and place. He told us how he had made a commitment
that no matter how busy he was, he would always stop
what he was doing and give himself 100% to whoever
showed up, whenever they showed up. Wow! How
often do I say ‘I’m too busy. I just need to finish this
first’? Thank you Nathaniel and I pray and am sure God
will bless your work at Mamaku Grove.

Board, NZCMS and DOMC showed those who were
answering the call to serve in places that were not at all
in my comfort zone. I was humbled by their stories of
serving and sharing the love of Christ in places far and
wide. It made me think about how I can do that here in
New Zealand where, increasingly so, the mission field
is all around us. We live among whole generations of
people who have not set foot in a church and we have
so many opportunities to tell them about Jesus. It’s
hard to take that first step but I take up the challenge
from Bishop Steve’s charge to be a FAT disciple (that’s
faithful, available and teachable).
Merryl Hodgson – Blenheim South Parish
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Bishops I have served under
My first bishop was Francis Oag Hulme–Moir from
Sydney. He confirmed me in the old Church of the
Resurrection in Cobden and issued me with a lay
preacher’s licence in 1963 when I was aged 20. He
often was to be found at Bishopdale (the Bishop’s
residence and theological college), working in the
fernery. League of Youth meetings were held there.
Mid–night Holy Communion services were held in the
Chapel on New Year’s Eve. There was one ordination a
year held in the Cathedral at St Andrew’s tide and all
the clergy were expected to be present. His farewell
was held in Marsden House (the then Diocesan Office)
and a large number attended. I did have dinner with
him in Sydney and he took me to his parish church to
hear Archbishop Sir Marcus Loane. I would have liked
that he was preaching!
Bishop Peter Eves Sutton I meet when he was Dean
of St Paul’s Cathedral. I had travelled down on the
overnight train and staying in the Octagon so I thought
I would go to the Cathedral for Morning Prayer. Here
was Dean Peter fully robed. So I joined him in the
daily office. He apologised that he couldn’t show me
around Dunedin as he had guests for the weekend. His
consecration as Bishop of Nelson was in the morning
and his enthronement in the evening during which
he put on his cope and mitre, a surprise to many. His
first act as bishop was to baptise his daughter Jennifer
at Bishopdale Chapel in the afternoon. He also put a
cross before his name which was not common in New
Zealand in those days. Bishop Peter fully robed for the
delivery of his charge to Synod as did his chaplain.
Synods were long, sitting after dinner but there were
debates on such things as divorce, church union and
inclusive language. Many divisions were called for and
for those who smoked they could do so in the synod
hall during this time.

Barry Smithson and Bishop Hulme-Moir.
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Bishop Derek Lionel Eaton I also meet before he
came to Nelson as he was the guest preacher at St
Michael’s and All Angels in Christchurch. His wife Alice
also taught at the school. His consecration was very
colourful with nine of the bishops in copes and mitres.
Bishop Derek brought with him some very exotic food
for evenings at Bishopdale and Synod. Synod charges
and sermons were presented with the main points
being put up via overhead projector. His farewell was
held at the Gardens of the World with a family style
picnic for which the Archbishop David Moxon came
down.
Bishop Victor Richard Ellena was not new to the
diocese as he was Vicar of Blenheim at the time.
He invited Rev Mike Hawke (now Dean of Nelson
Cathedral) to preach at his consecration. Mike
reminded him that he was ‘Mitre 10’. Bishop Richard
walked the diocesan bounds, meeting parishioners
on the way. His Synod charge we pre-recorded so the
clergy didn’t have to prepare a sermon for the Sunday
after Synod. The Bishop’s farewell to our parish was St
Thomas’ Patronal Festival so he fully vested and I had
the honour to cense him.
Bishop Stephen Maina Mwangi. Bishop Steve was
well known to many in the diocese through attending
synod, representing NZCMS, over the years. His
great smile and warmth and love of the gospel was
appreciated by many. His consecration was a great
celebration with many coming from overseas. Bishop
Oscar’s sermon was challenging and inspiring. To me
the highlight was the procession down the main street
of Nelson with the Nelson Brass band, followed by a
sumptuous lunch. May Bishop Steve have a long See
with us.
Barry Smithson – Cobden-Runanga Parish

When we consider the importance of prayer, fasting
and intercession, familiar passages come to mind.
Prayer is a huge topic and even though some people
do have a specific ministry in the area of intercession,
each one of us is called to be prayerful. It is as we read
scripture, pray alone and with others that the Holy
Spirit teaches and guides, challenges and encourages
us to grow into mature people of prayer. Prayer after all
is delighting and resting in our Lord and including him
in our day to day, both as we share our joys and needs,
and as we wait upon him to receive his guidance and
blessing.
Prayer was integral to Jesus’ ministry – he regularly
withdrew to spend time with his heavenly father in
prayer and fasting. These times spent in solitude and
prayer refreshed him and gave him wisdom and clarity
before making important decisions such as the naming
of his disciples, and facing Calvary. His is our example.
He told us we are to pray; pray without ceasing. Prayer
is not something optional for us when we have a bit of
spare time.
Through prayer we put on the armour of God and
prepare for life and ministry each day. Through prayer
we can be called to stand in the gap on a matter
(Ezekiel: 22:30); we resist evil; we bless others and our
communities; we heal the sick; in big ways and small
we receive grace to be salt and light, be the leaven in
our communities.
There can be nothing more exciting than when
we know our prayer has been answered – a person
brought to faith, a door opening at the very right time,
a log jam cleared, and all the time, that wonderful
sense of the peace that passes all understanding as we
seek to see: ‘Your kingdom come, your will be done’.
In the last few years we have had two days of prayer

and fasting in our diocese such as before our One
Day synod. Specific times were allocated to parishes
beginning the day in Kaikoura on the east Coast and
ending in Golden Bay on the west. The cathedral was
open all day for prayer and Eucharist. Some people
recorded what they believed God was saying to our
church community at that time.
The time is now to become more intentional in
our prayer as a diocese. Let us together work to lay a
strong foundation of prayer upon which God will build
his kingdom. The Church as ever face challenges and
opportunities and we desire to see God work with
power and grace in our communities. Our prayer must
be that those who walk in darkness will see and be
drawn to the light of Christ, and that our communities
can and will be transformed, beginning with our own
transformation. After all, it is impossible to be in the
presence of God and not be changed.
A pressing need at present is to pray Matthew 9: 3738: ‘The harvest is so great, but the workers are so few.
So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask
to send out more workers for his fields’.
Isn’t it wonderful that we have a great and loving
God who is trustworthy? A God who is Immanuel? His
grace is available as we seek to grow in confidence in
prayer.
David Hollingsworth – Bishop’s Chaplain
In 2020 as part of the Diocese Lenten journey,
Bishop Steve is calling us to dedicate the two
weeks leading up to Easter for times of intentional
prayer and fasting, using a resource and prayer
calendar which the Diocese will provide.
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As term three of the school term drew to a close
Spring Camp 2019 kicked off! Youth and leaders from
around the Nelson/Tasman/Blenheim got together over
the weekend to catch up, worship God, be inspired,
have fun, and battle it out in the Tribal Wars.
Over 90 people gathered from Nelson, Tasman and
Blenheim. Every day was packed with youth services,
Tribal Wars (our camp wide competition), a choice of
workshops, activities, sports tournaments and free time!
This year the theme for camp was ‘Upside down’,
which centred on the nature of God’s kingdom often
being upside down compared to the way the world
operates, demonstrating how God’s kingdom really is
the right way up for us to live as Christians.

The Witness • Page 8

This idea was expanded through our key speaker
Scottie Reeve (from Wellington Diocese) who gave
powerful personal testimony of his journey towards
embracing and connecting with the marginalised
in society. His story was one of valuing people of all
backgrounds (as Jesus himself does) and being willing
to embrace the cost of following in Jesus’ footsteps
despite moving against the grain of culture.
Spring Camp is a place where any youth coming along
can feel welcome, accepted and encouraged, no matter
what background or where they’re at with things of
faith.
Jude Saxon – Youth Enabler

For me the worship provided really big moments of
connection with God. It was interesting being in the
worship team because I’ve always connected really well
while playing and also while singing.
All the worship sessions at Spring Camp are those
‘God moments’ for me.
At Spring Camp everyone is accepting and there are
lots of people there who are experienced in matters of
faith and they can advise you and help if you need it.
The leaders really know what they’re talking about and
that helps to grow your faith.
Mika Hervel
The community was really close and it was easy for
people from all different churches across the diocese to
express themselves and grow friendships.
I really enjoyed getting to know people from other
parishes and people became really familiar with each
other over the camp.
Gloria Lee

The Saturday night session was the best, as usual,
and we had great speakers. I loved how fun and
energetic the music was and I felt God in the really
loud moments. It was lively and I could feel that other
people were feeling it too. I also found the reflective
moments on the Saturday night quite powerful.
There’s something about just being with peers during
worship and having the space to worship in a different
vibe, especially during the night sessions.
I really enjoyed Bishop Steve Maina’s workshop on
short-term mission, and the insights from his time at
CMS gave a new perspective. It was content I hadn’t
heard in such a personal environment.
Toby Sussex
I found the worship really good and I really liked it.
I had a few God moments, and the songs they chose
were perfect for that space. It was really open and
you could go anywhere in the room to enjoy the loud
moments or to be more reflective.
Tanielle Maina

Guest speaker, Revd Scotty Reeve.
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Good Soil Collective Learning Community
I didn’t intend to become a Christian when I moved
to Granity two years ago. However, a welcome card
in my mailbox from the St Peter’s Church family had
unexpected consequences. I went along to the church
that Sunday just to say hello and thank them. But
something drew me back the following Sunday, then
the one after that... what was going on?
I would say I ‘caught’ Christianity from the
congregation there – they are a highly contagious
bunch! After the joy and excitement of being ‘born
again’ settled, I realised there was more to it than just
‘being’ a Christian. So when our Vicar, Matt, invited me
to join the St Peter’s team for the Learning Community,
I recognised it as the next stage of my journey with
Christ.
The theme of the Learning Community was ‘Building
a Discipling Culture’. To me, the word disciple means
emulating as closely as possible the actions, behaviour
and attitudes of Jesus when he was on earth. It means
putting into practice the fruit of the Spirit. It means
spreading the Gospel as far and wide as you can. I
like what it says in the notes to Mark 3:14 in my Life
Application Bible: ‘Being a good disciple is simply a
matter of following Jesus with a willing heart.’
Being part of the Learning Community was a very
powerful experience. Feeling the strength and energy
of over 70 focused Christians and the very tangible
sense of love, family, belonging of people all on the
same wavelength, I came back on a real high. As a
result of the Learning Community,
I felt there were two things God wanted me to do
differently. One was to share my faith and not keep it
to myself. In fact, to put ‘self’ aside, get out there and
share the wonderful news of God’s plan for us and to
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see if I can help people to catch the Christian faith in
the way I caught it from the St Peter’s church family.
The other thing God showed me was the importance
of teamwork. God doesn’t want us to go it on our own!
Part of the teamwork has been joining a ‘discipleship
huddle’ at St Peter’s. As a new Christian, this has
been tremendously helpful. Hearing the stories of
my teammates’ journeys and realising that we are all
learning and growing has been really helpful. I don’t
have to wear L plates!
When Matt asked me to join the team I thought I
wasn’t ready. Now I understand that it’s God’s will and
timing that matters and that there’s no preparatory
school for discipling. Jesus didn’t say to Simon Peter,
‘Go and get some education and smarten yourself up a
bit before you work for me!’
Pauline Thorn

The St Peter’s Granity team with Bishop Steve and
Watiri Maina at the Learning Community.

A view from the pew
I love acronyms, and I would like to tell you a special
one that I feel is a vital part of church life and outreach;
ARK.
I recently went to Cyprus with my boyfriend to look
after a friend of ours who is very sick. While I was there I
wanted to go to church on Sunday, and although there
were Greek Orthodox churches on every corner, I decided
to go to St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, for a slice of home.
Everyone was super friendly, and they were all intrigued
by these two young people from New Zealand. At the
end of the service, they invited us to join them for tea
and coffee, but unfortunately we had to get back to look
after our friend. They gave us an information sheet and
said that if our friend wanted them to go and visit her,
they would be more than happy to do so. We were due
to leave a few days later, so we were really appreciative
of the offer. What happened next was nothing short of a
miracle.
So what does this have to do with an ARK? I hear you
ask. ARK stands for Act of Random Kindness. Kindness is
one of the fruits of the Spirit, and as it says in Galatians
5 ‘there is no law against these things!’ In the Bible,
mercy is defined as kindness, good deeds and showing
compassion to others.
Mercy is mentioned nearly 300 times in the Bible, and
I think this is significant. We are called as Christians to

show mercy and kindness to each other. It’s easy within
our church family, but what about outside the church? To
strangers? In Acts 28:2 it reads ‘the islanders showed us
unusual kindness.
They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was
raining and cold’. Here the people of Malta showed Paul
‘unusual kindness’, they went out of their way to protect
him and make him feel welcome. What are you doing for
strangers who come to your church? Strangers in your
community?
In Cyprus, we were just tourists passing through that
small church in Nicosia, but they performed an Act of
Random Kindness to two complete strangers. The day we
left Cyprus, women from that church went around to our
friend’s house, cooked and cleaned for her, and visited
her every day. They will probably never know how much
they blessed us.
Kindness and mercy are true characteristics of God,
and as we show ARK to others, we will in turn be
blessed. There are so many people out there searching
for something bigger than themselves, and we are so
privileged to know the answer. Why not be merciful and
kind to someone every day?
We may be the only Jesus
they see. Showing them who
Jesus is by showing them his
mercy, we can slowly bring them
to understand that we care,
because Jesus first cared about
us. Isn’t that worth sharing?
May God bless you as you
bless others.

Libby Truman – Greymouth
Parish

locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson
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Give water
this Christmas

This year’s Christian World Service appeal focuses on
the work we do to give many more people the essence
of life. Your gifts will support our local partners restoring
dignity and health to people who need safe and sufficient
water to meet their daily needs.
Life is not easy for many Palestinian and Syrian
refugees. Years of conflict and few opportunities have
pushed them to the limits of their resourcefulness.
Mothers face each day with dread as they try to manage
the shrinking rations and emergency assistance they get.
There are few opportunities for employment and living
conditions are cramped. Malnutrition is rising and many
children have been traumatised by their experiences.
The population of Gaza continues to swell as poverty
increases. The United Nations says that by next year, the
territory could become uninhabitable – 97% of the water
is not safe to drink, adding to every mother’s worry.
Niveen’s mother is grateful for the medical assistance
she received at one of three primary health clinics run by
the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees in the
Gaza strip. By the time Niveen was 18 months old, her
mother knew she was not well. Very concerned, she took
Niveen to the clinic at Rafah to get help even though she
had no money.
The family of seven live in a very poor neighbourhood.
Their house has one room, a small hall and a tiny area
used as a kitchen. A traditional toilet is attached to the
house which is hot in the sun, cold in the winter and leaks
in the rain. They have an old table and fridge but no other
furniture. Once her father worked as a casual labourer but
like many men in Gaza now has no work – unemployment
is close to 46.7%. They depend on a small government
pension, food rations and the occasional assistance from
Niveen’s grandfather.
The doctor said Niveen was suffering from severe
malnutrition and anaemia and prescribed various
medications and vitamins.
“By the fourth visit, the nurse informed me that my
child’s weight and haemoglobin had returned to normal.
I was so happy. I will continue to visit the clinic until my
daughter reaches the age of six years,” she concludes.

Gaza Mothers waiting at the Well Baby Clinic.
Photo: DSPR Gaza

Last year DSPR Gaza saw 13,138 children at their wellbaby clinics. When they first arrive, the youngsters are
given a drink supplement. The children are weighed and
measured. Their haemoglobin checked. Mothers may
receive health education and children with health needs
are treated. Many are suffering from malnutrition and
staff say the continuing conflict is causing acute levels
of psychosocial distress. DSPR runs a vocational training
programme and provides emergency assistance as funds
allow.
For 70 years, DSPR has been there for refugees and
local communities. Started by local churches working
together in Galilee, Gaza, Jordan, Lebanon and the West
Bank to respond to the needs of the first refugees, DSPR
now focuses on education, healthcare and emergency
assistance. Their services are highly valued for the way
they work in very difficult environments.
With your help young Palestinian and Syrian refugee
mothers will have safe water for their families and access
to the good health care they need.
This year’s Christmas Appeal will give life and water to
families like Niveen’s who have few resources.
You can read more stories or make a donation at
christmasappeal.org.nz. Please give generously so
people have water, the essence of life.

Proud to be
associated with the
Church of the Nativity
Caring for the Marlborough
community for generations
Cnr Hutcheson & Parker Streets
03 578 4719 www.sowmans.co.nz
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Shades of light

by Sharon Garlough Brown
For fans of the ‘Sensible Shoes’ series
by Sharon Garlough Brown, her latest
standalone novel ‘Shades of light’ is for you,
with cameos by some of your favourite
characters within its pages.
For those of us who have faced the
darkness that is depression or walked that
road alongside a loved one, this book is for
you.
For art lovers, especially those who enjoy
the works of Vincent van Gogh, this novel is
for you.
The story of Wen, a social worker, is
beautifully written. It is a story filled with
deep spiritual insights, that courageously

unveils the reality of psychological
struggles among people of faith,
pointing us to Jesus, the man of
sorrows, who keeps company with
us in everything that is hard. I was
captured on the first page and read
the book in a day. I was reminded
‘even the darkness will not be dark to
you’ Psalm 139:12.
This is a much needed Christian
understanding of mental illness as
both clinical (therefore treatable) and
spiritual.
You will cry, you will worry, you
will smile and like me, you will love
‘Shades of Light’.
Raewyn Parkes – Blenheim Parish

The Ecclesiology of Thomas
by Dr Kate Tyler

Bishopdale College recently
celebrated the release of The
Ecclesiology of Thomas F.
Torrance: Koinonia and the
Church (Lexington/Fortress,
2019). It was wonderful to
mark this milestone with the
community who were such
an integral part of the writing
process, including the College
staff who were so supportive
throughout my PhD enrolment,
and especially Andrew and Rebecca Burgess, who invited
me to live with their family while I was writing.
Doctoral theses often deal with a very niche topic,
so I discovered there is an art form to answering the
question ‘What is your thesis about?’ so that the asker
can understand without the answer being unnecessarily
simplified. The same process applies to describing what
one’s book is about!
So, this book is an exploration of the relationship
between the doctrine of the Trinity, and the doctrine
of the Church. As an academic work, it focuses on
unpacking the way that these relationships are partnered
in the theology of Thomas Torrance, a Scottish theologian

who wrote during the second half of the 20th century.
Torrance argues that the doctrine of the Trinity, as
revealed through the incarnation of Jesus Christ, is the
starting place for all theology. The Trinity must therefore
shape all other theological questions. So when we ask
‘What is the Church?’ we must ask ‘What does it mean
to be the people of the God whom Christians name as
Father, Son and Spirit? How does this affect our calling,
our gathering, our life together, and our participation in
the mission of God?’
Spoiler alert: the doctrine of the Trinity shapes the
doctrine of the Church in every way! Because we are
each united to Christ through the Spirit, we are each also
united to other believers through the work of Christ and
the Spirit. This means that belonging to the Church is
not a choice – if we are in Christ, we are part of his body,
warts and all.
There is no avoiding the fact that this is a book written
for scholars and uses some technical language. It is
accessible to those with some theological knowledge,
but you might still find yourself needing to reach for a
dictionary from time to time.
Nevertheless, it is my hope that the theology contained
therein will be a rich resource for each person who reads
it, and will encourage your pursuit of the triune God and
participation in God’s mission.

Kate Tyler – Bishopdale Theological College

Nelson Cathedral Flower Festival 2020
Opening Service Thursday 13 February 5.30pm
9am-5pm daily February Friday 14 to Saturday 16
Magnificent blooms beautifully displayed

All welcome to present a floral arrangement or contribute in any way
For more information please contact the Cathedral 03 548 3124
or email mike@nelsoncathedral.org.nz
Dean Mike is keen to showcase the Cathedral in bloom to all visitors to Nelson
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Lorna Gray and the National Youth Enablers met in
Nelson for their Hui. Their time in Nelson began with
a Eucharist led by Bishop Steve before they headed
to stunning Kaiteriteri for their meeting.

September brought pilgrims flocking to Westport for two
reasons – firstly, the whitebait were running, but secondly
the annual Holy Spirit Conference hosted by St John’s
Anglican Church. Andy Goodacre from Barneys Anglican
Church, Launceston, Tasmania (left, above, with guest
speaker Matt Watts) spoke on our call to be ‘God’s Family
on Mission’.
Seventy-five people gathered from across the top of the
South Island, and for the first time a children’s programme
was run alongside the adult sessions.

Prior to Synod, clergy met at Tahunanuni for a
retreat with Bishop Steve. We enjoyed our time
together receiving good input, time for discussion,
reflection and relaxation. We also had the
opportunity to express ourselves through various
tactile activities under the headings of Planting,
Praise, Renew, Satisfy, Shape, Rest and Reflect.
Photo shows Watiri using the Korowai (Maori cloak)
to consider the garment of praise and wrapped in
the safety of God’s authority.

MAMAKU GROVE is a newly formed initiative, headed up by Nathaniel and Simone Petterson, that is seeking to be
a faith community that welcomes people into rest from busyness, grow closer to Jesus and be equipped to go back
out into the world. A crowd gathered for a dedication service on 26 October.
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Induction service for the Revd Stephen Hooper, new
vicar at Richmond Parish. From Left, Revd Philip Lyes,
Bishop Steve, Revd Stephen Hooper.

Wakefield confirmation service. From Left, Nathan,
+Steve, Samali, Shannon and Trinity (front).

Bishop Steve at the Marlborough combined church
service and meal held at Nativity on 21 September. He
is pictured being interviewed by 12-year-old Reuben
Keighley.

Bishop Steve, Hon Nick Smith (dressed for the
occasion!) and Watiri at the lighting of the Christmas
trees, outside the Cathedral.
There are 60 Christmas trees on display at
the Cathedral for the Nelson Christmas Tree
Festival.
The display is open to the public every day
right up until 23 January 2020. There is no
charge, but as always, donations are very
welcome.
Leading up to Christmas will be wonderful
Mini Musicals, weekdays at 1.00pm.

Always well attended is the annual Pet Service at the Cathedral!
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Reflection
Jesus took refuge in Egypt

Matthew 2:13

This Christmas I will be rereading Christ’s Nativity story
again. I am usually touched by role of the metaphysical
in the whole story; Mary’s angelic encounter, the divine
conception, Joseph’s angelic visitation, strong irrefutable
dreams, stars, magi etc. Lately I am particularly drawn to
Joseph’s choice to recall, listen and submit to the dreams
he had and the guidance they gave him. Those God
dreams rescued him, his marriage, their reputation, and
secured their son’s safety and wellbeing.
Thinking about safety I am so grateful that Jesus was
saved from death as a child when he found refuge in
Egypt so that he could grow up to save us. Then he later
died so that we could be rescued.
Stories of people finding refuge are close to my heart
just like stories of dreams (night or day dreams) that
people have for their lives.
In 2004 I started working with an organisation called
Amani ya Juu a Swahili word for Peace from Above. It
was a peace and reconciliation faith-based development
organisation empowering refugee and marginalised
women and their families. Based in Nairobi, we worked
with people from 11 different countries from the Eastern
Africa region such as Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic
Republic of Congo (Zaire), Sudan, Uganda, Somali,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Mozambique, Tanzania and Kenya. We
offered a four-year training programme in sewing skills,
life skills and discipleship.
At Amani Ya Juu the women told their narratives. The
more they told their stories the more they re-storied their
lives in ways that were resourceful and meaningful. They
stopped seeing themselves through their trauma stories
and started seeing who they were in God as well as find
new dreams for the future.
I met the most amazing women who had lost
everything. You could tell that some of them were gifted
leaders, had been community mobilisers, country movers
and shakers, well educated. Life as a refugee had levelled
them all into one homogeneous group of people, that
was nondescript, essentialising them and taking away
their identity, dignity and uniqueness. My almost five
years of working with them was an eye opener not only
to their painful past but also to their resilience, their
hopes for the future and their giftedness and to the
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beauty of the human life.
There were many times I was humbled by these women
I worked alongside and the resourcefulness they offered
the community, but I was also aware of their sadness,
trauma and the uncertainty they carried about the future.
Many of them were waiting for UNHCR to recognise
them as bona fide refugees and give them status and
repatriation rights to other countries where they could
start their new life. Many had lived in the liminal space
of waiting, hoping that they will not be asked to go back
to their countries of origin where their lives were still
threatened. Many felt unwanted in their home country,
unwanted in the country of asylum and the waiting to be
picked to go to a country of resettlement was long and
arduous.
I wonder whether these kind of experiences were
familiar to Joseph and Mary and their baby Jesus. This
baby was born as the king in the line of David, saviour
of the world. His reputation went before him and was a
threat to King Herod who saw himself as the bona fide
king of the Jews. Jesus was unwanted by Herod but God
wanted him. For a period of no more than two years,
Jesus and his parents lived in Egypt and then returned to
Palestine when it was safe to do so.
God cares about our safety too. He cares for the 1,000
people who come to New Zealand every year as refugees.
A refugee, generally speaking, is a person who has been
displaced from home, forced to cross national boundaries
and who cannot return home safely. Refugees, according
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), are people who are ‘fleeing armed
conflict or persecution’ and ‘for whom denial of asylum
has potentially deadly consequences’. Refugees leave
their home countries because it is dangerous for them to
stay.
The Bible reminds us that God is our refuge, our fortress
our shelter in times of storms. Are we open to offering
refuge to others who are in need of safety or shelter or a
home? Are there people who have sought refuge in New
Zealand living near you, in your community? How is God
inviting you (as an individual or church community) to
engage with them?
Watiri Maina – Curate, Victory Parish

