SPRING 2016

New communities and cultures
bring richness and diversity

Charging on

‘The Bishop’s Charge is the
road map going forward’
(Laurie Gabites, Motueka)

Greetings everyone.
I feel so humbled that so many people have commented that they left
Synod this year feeling inspired and encouraged. There certainly was a real
sense of unity of vision founded upon the worship that we experienced
throughout the whole of Synod. Embracing the Bishop’s charge within the
spiritual context of a synod sermon enabled me to do something entirely
different.
The biblical focus on Matthew’s account of Jesus walking on water and
inviting Peter to climb out of the boat provided a hook that was referred to
throughout Synod and has subsequently provided a discussion starter in
many parishes.
There is so much in this story. Just the time frame for a start – Jesus puts
them into the boat late in the afternoon and these disciples have been
struggling against the wind throughout the whole night (making little
headway). It’s not until just before dawn Jesus comes out to them walking
on the water. And the language here (particularly in Mark’s account)
refers to a ‘theophany’ – one of those moments when God in all his glory
becomes visible. It is foundational in this diocese that Jesus is fully human
and fully divine.
Then he invites Peter out of the boat. John Ortberg wrote a delightful
book – ‘If you want to walk on water, you’ve got to get out of the boat.’
Mission is getting out of the boat because that’s where Jesus is – outside
the boat. And the boat is often seen as a metaphor for the Church – but it
can also refer to the safety of the comfortable. There is so much more to
this message and it can be accessed on the diocesan website.
This edition of The Witness is full of stories of people who have stepped
out of the boat because Jesus has called them out of the familiar into the
unknown.
Enjoy the journey.
With every blessing...
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Synod
Best avoided? Or inspiring and encouraging?
When I was first elected as the Synod person for the
Motueka Anglican Parish a friend asked me ‘Were you
asleep during the election?’ Well that scared me – what
had I let myself in for?
All the time I have been associated with the Anglican
Church, Synod seems to have been at best a bit of
a mystery and at worst something so tedious and
boring it is best avoided. I have just finished attending
the Synod for 2016 and have come away inspired,
encouraged and determined to take a message back to
my parish to help us continue with God’s work in our
place.
I wonder if these misconceptions are of our own
making as the representatives of our parishes? Do we
talk about Synod before the event as if we are heading
off for some form of torture? Maybe once that was the
case, but in 2016 it certainly isn’t. I have completed
my report for vestry and plan to present that at the
next vestry meeting. I have already begun to inform
the congregation about some aspects of Synod
happenings including the Bishop’s Charge.
In 2015 I was inspired by the Bishop’s Charge. Surely
that charge is our guidebook for the next year. When
I reflected on last year’s Synod and what we were
asked to do I saw that a start had been made. We
had followed that guide in the charge. Synod then
shouldn’t be a mystery or be viewed as something to
be avoided.
Bishop Richard asked us to consider Synod as a
celebration and not just a business meeting. And we
have so much to celebrate! As one example there are
87 Child and Family Ministry activities in the diocese
and only 32 of them on a Sunday. I could list lots of
others. So my suggestion to people when the word
Synod is raised in your parish, make sure you are part

of the discussion prior to it happening. This is your
Synod and we are there to represent your view. Make
sure the reports to Synod are shared with you so you
are informed about happenings across the diocese.
Importantly read or listen to the Bishop’s Charge; it is
your road map going forward.
There are wonderful people working in this diocese
and we are so blessed and give thanks for them. At
Synod I found the worship, prayer time and bible
reflection very special which helped to centre me in
my role. I couldn’t believe the number of things that
are happening amongst the Bishop’s Ministry Team.
We were presented with example after example of
Christian men and women committed to working in
their community.
Of course there needs to be some business
completed to keep things ticking over during the year.
That business though was a great opportunity for
people just like us to put forward suggestions, offer
remits and participate in the open session.
So what is my take-home message that de-mystifies
Synod? Check out some of the items and reports
presented to Synod as they might work at your place.
Check out the amazing resources we have through the
Bishop’s ministry team, Bishopdale Theological College
and other parishes as they might have something that
could work at your place. Seek out people who were
at Synod and ask them what happened. Make your
Synod rep accountable – they are your voice at Synod.
Ensure you know what went on, what was discussed
and decided.
The special outcome for me is I have a whole lot of
new friends and some of them came from your place.
Laurie Gabites, Synod Representative – Motueka Parish
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Unearthing the Treasures
Mission Order of Saint Paul Conference – Hosted by
the Marlborough Chapter
‘Unearthing Treasures’ – a very apt theme for the
time spent together over three days in August. Rev
Susan Howarth, a Presbyter and key leader in the
Marlborough Chapter of the Order, shares some
thoughts.
While sitting with Bishop Richard discussing details
for the upcoming Mission Order of St Paul Conference,
we spent time talking about how culture has changed.
On reflection: weekend shopping, Sunday sports,
social media, the economic situation and low wages
are just some of the changes impacting the spiritual
environment and people’s expectations compared with
30 years ago. We live in a very driven environment now
and ironically despite all the time saving devices, we
need to be much more creative about how to connect

busy people to places of spiritual growth.
In outworking the foundational commitments of the
Order, the Marlborough Chapter aims to:
Be a community of people seeking to listen to God
and be much more intentional about a lifestyle of
work, prayer and rest.
Always encourage each other and train leaders who
interact with their own circle of unchurched friends,
connecting with them through common interests,
home and hospitality – doing more of life together,
and therefore being church!
As we grasp the vision of what God might be inviting
us into, we seek to intentionally inspire each other and
others to join in where God is working. Becoming more
like Jesus and following in his ways should lead us into
exciting opportunities for godly influence.
Sue Howarth – Deacon Assistant, Nativity Parish

The conference gave space for several people to tell us about their own ministries and there were tears and
laughter too as people shared. Here are just some of their stories:
Jeremy (left) is a young man who works as a professional coach in the
environment of sport. He really enjoys working with young people who have been
selected because they show ability in a particular field of sport. Not all, however,
make it to the top spots and can feel they are a failure. Jeremy has a passion to
lift them up, through mentoring, and encouraging them to be all that they were
created to be. This is what gets Jeremy up every morning with a passion for God
and his job.

Stephanie (right) a busy mum with four children, had always been very involved
in leading worship in the church. She felt it was right to step back from this ministry
and have a time of listening to God for the next step in using her musical gifts.
A position opened up at a local Christian School and she felt God leading her
to disciple the children and train up the next generation of worship leaders for
churches, and also outreaching into the local community. She has now developed a
school orchestra that visits rest homes and has a local profile whereby six concerts
a year are performed in the community. Her group is called TEMPO – Today’s
Emerging Musicians Performing Onstage where older people are giving support to
young people.
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Emma (above right, with her mum) is a 14 year-old
St Margaret’s college pupil from Marlborough. She
was recently baptised and has a special ministry as
the student assistant to the Chaplain at St Margaret’s
College.
She is very excited about her faith journey and the
situation she is placed in at school where many of the
girls are watching her and wondering what makes
her so different. One of her favourite scriptures is
Colossians 2: 2-7 ‘You are hidden treasures in Christ, a
tapestry woven in love... followers of Jesus, woven in’.
Imagine yourself as a single thread (our lives), woven
into that tapestry. Her friendship among her peers will
be invaluable for the Kingdom of God.

Tereisia (above right, with Sue Howarth) a young
Maori woman, gave a very moving testimony to
the work of God in her life through very difficult
circumstances. She remembers being taken to church
as a child and becoming aware of Jesus as her friend.
It was around this time that she was very influenced
by the story of Tarore, a daughter of Ngakuku, the
Ngati Haua chief, who attended the mission station at
Matamata and learned to read. Tarore, aged 12, was
tragically killed on 19 October 1836 during a raid. Her
father preached forgiveness at her tangi (funeral).
The Gospel of Luke that she always carried was taken
by one of the raiding party, who was subsequently
converted and made peace with Ngakuku.
Later the little book was taken to Otaki, where
its message led to the conversion of Tamihana Te
Rauparaha (see Blast from the Past in this issue), who
became a missionary to the South Island. Interestingly
Tereisia’s family roots are also in the area where Tarore
lived.
Tereisia believes that God’s call is on the Maori
people for ‘Restoration’ into God’s Kingdom as they
were when the missionaries brought the message of
Jesus and his gospel to their shores for the first time
and they embraced it with all their hearts.
Tereisia and several other Maori women are finding
a place within MOSP where they can flourish and grow
in their faith, and be grounded as disciples of Jesus,
listening to how God may be inviting them to live.
It’s so exciting! And these are only a few of a number
of inspirational testimonies.
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How do you reach
people for Christ?
It’s the big question for every generation.
The early CMS missionaries discovered very quickly
that the best results in terms of discipleship came
when Maori evangelised Maori.
Te Rauparaha’s son Tamihana Te Rauparaha (called
Samson or Thomson by the whites), accompanied by
Matene te Whiwhi, undertook a missionary journey
throughout the east coast of the South Island, Ngai
Tahu country in 1843, at the request of Rev Hadfield.
It was a courageous thing to do given the physical
challenges by sea and the lingering fear created by Te
Rauparaha’s recent violent exploits in the area.
Bishop Selwyn wrote that they voyaged ‘...in an
open boat more than a thousand miles, sometimes
remaining on the sea all night, with a compass, which
had been given them, but the use of which they very
imperfectly understood, and returned after an absence
of 14 months having catechised and preached at every
native settlement...’ The visit led to many conversions.
What a difference Christianity made in this one
family! Selwyn noted ‘the pleasing contrast, that
while the father was the terror of the settlers of
Port Nicholson, the son was engaged with me in
evangelising the heathen.’
A later generation of church leaders also recognised
the effectiveness of ‘like reaching like’. With the West
Coast gold rushes a sizeable community of Chinese
miners had arisen. The question arose – how to reach
them?
In June 1896 Bishop Mules of Nelson and Bishop
Julius from Christchurch (the diocese then extended to
parts of the West Coast) agreed to appoint and provide
a salary for a Chinese missionary, Daniel Wong.
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Wong was from Melbourne where he had worked for
CMS as a missionary among the Chinese goldminers.
He is listed as a ‘Christian convert’ in CMS records,
without any formal training.
Archdeacon Ault’s history of the Nelson Diocese
states that Wong’s influence on the Chinese was
‘deep and real’, with reports of his work giving
‘great encouragement and joy to Church people’. He
eventually left the West Coast for Wellington where he
continued work among the Chinese.
Two years after Wong arrived on the West Coast, in
February 1900, Bishop Mules preached to 300 Chinese
in the church at Greymouth – a remarkable turnout!
Chinese were in sizeable numbers on the West Coast.
In Inangahua in 1882, Chinese made up 40% of the
local population, of 715 individuals.
The Chinese miners were often discriminated against
and cloistered themselves in their own communities.
Like the Pacific Islanders currently in the diocese,
most hoped to earn enough money to return home.
However, many died here and some were later disinterred and their bodies returned to China.
The Chinese preferred working areas already mined
by Europeans, as much gold was lost in the initial
processing or ‘washing up’. They were superstitious
about entering tunnels so would cut down from the
surface sometimes to a depth of 12 metres, the width
of the cut being sufficient for a man to walk along.
Where are the Daniel Wongs and the Tamihana Te
Rauparahas of today? Hopefully out there, working in
their modern contexts, discipling many as ‘good and
faithful servants’.
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay Parish

My bargain with God
Ann Simpson (Atawhai/Hira parish) gives her
testimony to the action of God in her life.

I was brought up in an ordinary ‘Christian’ family,
went to Sunday School and loved stories of Jesus and
his miracles. Then I drifted away in my early teens,
married a non-Christian in a church ‘for my parent’s
sake’ and made vows which I didn’t feel any pressure to
keep.
We had two girls and did not have them baptised,
saying they could choose for themselves later. When
our daughter Janet was about 15, her friends at school
were Christians and she was converted at a camp at
Living Springs. We didn’t think much about it and later
she was baptised and we went along for the occasion. I
used to go to church very occasionally, just to keep an
eye on what was going on. I remember feeling angry
on occasions – frustrated with all the church and not
feeling part of it.
I used to have long arguments with Janet about
other religions having their right to believe and
would get cross at her ‘blindness’. I must have made
life difficult for her being the only Christian in the
household.
We were celebrating my husband’s birthday on
August 21 and waiting for Jan to join us after a
weekend skiing with some Navigator friends. As it was
getting late I would usually be worrying, but this time
I was determined not to worry. At 11pm there was a
knock on the door.
Two policemen from Lyttelton told me Jan and a boy,
Rick, were lost in the mountains in an avalanche! I rang
Rosie of Navigators to pray and swallowed two Valium

tablets.
Next morning the weather was bad as we collected
Rick’s parents from the airport. I felt a strange peace in
the car and acceptance that if she was dead she had
gone to heaven. I saw a helicopter pass over on our
way to Hanmer, flying towards dark skies. I bargained
with God saying if he’d save Janet I would become a
Christian.
We arrived in Hanmer and went to the Search HQ
and heard the radio saying there was no sign of them.
I joined the young Navigators and was struck by a
feeling of peace and tranquillity. Then, good news,
tracks had been seen coming from the other side of
the avalanche! Then skis were found in the shape of an
arrow. I was still apprehensive as it had been a cold wet
night. Then the news came to say they had been found
and an army helicopter was bringing them back. We all
rushed down the road laughing. As I gazed up at the
sky and heard the throb of the helicopter engine I said,
‘Okay; Okay God, I will keep my side of the bargain!’
Janet put me in touch with a mature Christian who
has guided me, and many wonderful things have
happened. I didn’t know anything about salvation and
Janet told me that she and her Navigator friends had
prayed for years for me to become a Christian. She told
me that at the time she was lost in the mountains, she
knew that it must be for a reason!
I still cry when I read this.
The photo is of our reunion at the airport with the
helicopter in the background.
BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 547 0908
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Shaping God’s new community at Victory

It’s the first Sunday of the month and the people of
Victory Church are gathering for quite a different sort
of service. There’s chatter and excitement as tables
are being set up to host games, crafts, reflections and
activities based on today’s theme, ‘The Valley of Dry
Bones’.
If you think that this sounds too touchy-feely for your
average kiwi bloke, then take a look at the musicians.
These men bear the tats and scars of their past life –
including time in prison. Their passionate praise to
the Christ who set them free is something to hear.
They begin to strum out a fine repertoire of hymns
and songs, including that timeless classic ‘Dem Dry
Bones’. Composed by African-American Songwriter
James Weldon Johnson, the song captures the heart of
God’s promise to revive a nation. And as the oppressed
people of Johnson’s time all knew, the lyrics capture
that great promise of redemption, God setting captives
free.
As the church begins to fill up, people are welcomed
and introduced to the activities of the day including
skeleton races, gluing, nailing, sticking, making and
fixing – it’s all about how God is in the business of
bringing new life. Our vicar, Greg, presents a short
talk, before baptising Fikisha and her two daughters,
followed by lunch.
We call this service ‘Whanau, Food and Fun’ because
it’s exactly that. It’s family, there’s food and it’s lots
of fun! What was once a congregation of 50 or so,
mostly white middle-aged to retired people, is fast
becoming a community of all ages and ethnicities.
What a wonderful mix of Maori, Chin, Asian, Sri Lankan,
Fijian, Zimbabwean and European people connecting,
talking, learning, laughing and enjoying being with
each other. The ‘cross’ cultural nature of our mission
statement is now permeating our life together as
community.
For instance, we’re learning to present the gospel in
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a way that people of different ages, cultures and faith
stages can understand. This is not easy, the language
difficulties alone being huge, and as the average age of
the church has lowered dramatically the noise level has
risen.
This shift began about 16 months ago when Greg
led us through a ‘Mission Action Planning’ process. God
clearly showed us that we needed to become more
outwardly focused to reach the younger, multicultural
community in our area. God birthed our new vision
statement, Cross culture. Life in Jesus shared, and rallied
us to action.
‘Cross culture’ says that everything we do is to
express the liberating, loving, life-giving work of
Jesus Christ. This challenges us to step out of our
comfortable places and cross cultures to share, meet
and include those of different nationalities, ages and
faith backgrounds.
It’s an exciting vision, but hardly new. It has always
been God’s plan to draw many nations into one
community. As Paul put it, ‘[Jesus’] purpose was to
create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus
making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them
to God through the cross, by which he put to death their
hostility... Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also
members of his household... with Christ Jesus himself as
the chief cornerstone.
In him the whole building is joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit’. (Ephesians 2:14-22)
Ours is a vision of a renewed church, empowered
by the Spirit, shaped by the word of God, a church
welcoming to all. And this is beginning to happen as
we seek to become the extraordinary, world-changing,
world-challenging community Jesus charged us to be.

Fikisha and Sun Aye shared their faith journeys with
Janis Holland (Vicar’s warden at Victory Church).

Fikisha’s story
I lived in the world, I was a worldly person, my
choices were not limited – alcohol, drugs, criminal
activities – but there was no sense of direction or
purpose.
I have always believed in God, in Jesus, and I think
that bit of faith kept my heart open and so I wasn’t
totally overwhelmed by the things I was doing. A really
testing time happened when my children’s father came
out of jail. He seemed to want to try to be better, and
we started going to church, but he turned away again.
That was when I decided to be baptised; I had decided
in my heart already but wanted to make the actual,
physical step of faith, like an outer cleansing as well.
The ‘dry bones’ prophecy in Ezekiel had been spoken
over me before, so our Vicar, Greg, suggested I be
baptised along with my daughters at our monthly
service- ‘Whanau, Food and Faith’ when the theme was
going to be ‘Dry Bones’.
Baptism has not solved all my difficulties; I have more
contact with my family but sometimes they criticise
me for not breaking with all the people I was getting
round with before (although some of those friends
have withdrawn from me anyway). But I have noticed
that, whereas I always used to live in ‘lack’, now I see
that my needs (and even some of my wants!) are being
met. Jesus is my provider, I have a purpose, I am loved,
and there are people who will help me no matter what.

Sun Aye’s story
I came from Burma to New Zealand as a refugee in
2007, after serving two years in a Malaysian prison. My
parents were Christian but I was not, I did not believe
in Jesus at all and my life was not good. I smoked
and drank alcohol, even when I was driving, and I
continued to do this after I came to New Zealand.
A friend told me I needed Jesus, we all need Jesus,
but how can we find him? We raised some money to
bring a pastor from Burma for a while to teach the five
families here, and while he was here I accepted Jesus
and prayed to him for help in stopping smoking and
drinking.
Within two or three weeks I had stopped smoking,
reading my Bible instead when I wanted to smoke.
Now I neither smoke nor drink alcohol.
After joining Victory Church I decided to be baptised,
with my wife Julie San and our two children, as we
want to follow Jesus more closely. I wanted to say
publically, ‘Ï will follow you.’
I have been doing leadership training with Pastor
Greg, because I want to be able to tell other families
and friends what Jesus has done for me, and could do
for them.
I used to be very angry and unable to forgive my
enemies, but Jesus told me to love my enemies and I
have found that now I can pray to be able to forgive
them.
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God, the poet
‘Lord, I pray that by the time I turn 30 years old, I will
be a millionaire’. I said this prayer 15years ago. When
I turned 30 years, it was one of the most sobering
moments I had. I wondered, did he hear what I asked?
Am I failure or is God? Now looking back over the years
I think I became I millionaire not in monetary terms
but with experience only God will take you through.
Sometimes I wish I could go back through time and
space and hug my 15 year-old-self and tell that scared
boy ‘We made it to 30’.
I did primary school from 1990–1999. I had a short
stint of living with a Muslim family (even learning
to read the Quran) for two and a half years. My
grandparents did not have enough money to take me
through primary school. The family offered to take me
in. I started high school in 2000 but dropped out for
four years because of school fees issues. I was able to
do some manual work and saved enough money to go
back to school and finish my high school education. I
joined university in 2010 to do a course on counselling
psychology. I did that for three years but wasn’t able
to finish my fourth year, again because of tuition fees. I
made sure I read all the books in the library just to feel
like I finished my schooling. I had an appetite not so
much to understand people but myself and my journey
Because of financial and other constraints it took
eight years to finish high school instead of the usual
four. In between times, I made some bad choices, like
drugs and petty crime. If I had had guidance I wouldn’t
have made those bad decisions. I did not know then
that God would later call me to mentor and be a big
brother to young people.
I served as a youth minister in Kenya for eight years.
God gave me the experience of being in a team that
built ministry from only 10 teenagers to be one of the
best and biggest youth ministries in Kenya of about
1,000 teenagers.
I served in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone for a
year, among the poorest peoples of Africa. I worked
with a United Nations refugee organisation as a youth
counsellor, but sadly was evacuated out of Liberia
during the Ebola menace. I also went to Rwanda for
15 months, working with young people who were
The Witness • Page 10

still healing from the effects of genocide – where the
people are dealing with the question ‘Where was God
when the genocide happened?’
I have never thought life to be impossible, nor
mountains unconquerable, and here I was going
through experiences that challenged my belief system.
I asked many questions. The more I pondered this
scenario the more I felt lost and confused. The one
thing that kept me going was I knew God was writing a
story and I am just a pen in his hand.
When I had the opportunity to come to New Zealand
in January, I was very hesitant. My plan was to go back
to Kenya and settle down. I had to pray and think
about it, and ask the Lord ‘Is this you Lord?’ I felt a
peace come over me and knew I must experience God
in a different context. Faith is a muscle that needs to
be exercised and the more we exercise it the better
we become at trusting God for bigger things. Being
in New Zealand is flexing my faith muscle. It has been
a great time of adjusting, getting to know the culture
and the people. God is revealing his reason for my
being here, layer by layer. God is like a poet, who uses
words in sentences, similes and metaphors to pass
a specific message to us. He uses all our experiences
good and bad, and crafts them together to proclaim a
message to the world.
Mark Waweru – Youth intern at
Hills Community Church, Mapua

Mark (far right) at The Abbey youth event with youth of
our diocese.

From the Synod Dinner Photo Booth

The hospitality team from Stoke.

Graham Allan (Cathedral) & Luke Shaw (Youth Coordinator).

Steve Maina (CMS) & Yvonne McLean
(Hospital Chaplain).

Tim Mora (Cobden Parish), Anne Parkinson and Carolyn Milne
(Reefton Parish), Tim Mora (Jnr) Tahunanui Parish.
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No Small Vision!
All Saints renewed, re-visioned, restored
This year we will participate in a unique change to
our parish church, unprecedented in the 150 year
history of All Saints. This change will ensure that we
and future generations will have this special place to
gather for worship and a beautiful space with which to
bless our community.
There is a picture that hangs in the All Saints vestry
room along with photos of all the other vicars who
have gone before me. It reads: ‘The people that do
know their God shall be strong and do exploits’. Daniel
11: 32
I look around the gallery of vicars and celebrate the
historic work of this parish as expressions of God’s
mission in Nelson. We have been a rescue for the
perishing, a hope for the hopeless, a shelter for the
vulnerable, a meal for the hungry.
Then about halfway through last year, I began
wrestling with the thought that maybe we had allowed
our perspective to narrow, our vision to shrink and
our dreams to fade. I sensed the Holy Spirit whisper
a challenge to my heart: ‘Why settle for a small vision
when there is so much at stake?’ Indeed, we cannot
settle for an historic mission. We need to remain open
to what God wants us to do in this place at this time.
I believe that God is looking for a people to be repositioned and re-empowered to take All of God to All
of the world. This is a church that I see. Rooted right
here in this very place. And in order for us to remain
open to God’s plans we are open to being Renewed,
Re-visioned and Restored. I have been deeply
blessed by the willingness of the All Saints parish to
venture in this new direction through the Foundation
Strengthening Project.
Although the Parish Church has survived significant
earthquake events over 150 years it has some unique
problems. The foundations are made of stone and
mortar and because of regular tidal water flooding,
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their integrity is unknown. As a result, the engineer
has concluded that the foundations fail to meet the
required 34% of the New Buildings Standard.
The parish agreed with the engineers’
recommendations for the need to encase all the
foundations in concrete. The parish also agreed to
refurbish with comfortable individual chairs, underfloor heating and an attractive and durable carpet on
the new concrete floor.
For many reasons the old pews will not be reinstalled.
The aim will be to restore the interior as a suitable
place for sacred worship. The flexibility of moveable
seating will allow us to reconfigure the church for
special services and events. Not only will we have a
wonderful place of worship, we will be able to offer the
community an excellent venue for events like musical
concerts.
I have a growing anticipation that the Foundation
Strengthening Project will usher the parish into a new
era of opportunity to reach out to our community. In
making generous commitments with our time, our
money and our prayer, we will ensure that the project
will become a catalyst for the renewal of our mission,
the spread of the Gospel and the growth of the parish.
Jesus teaches that we are to be salt and light in our
community. ‘The Message’ renders Matthew 5: 14-16
as: ‘God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public
with this, as public as a city on a hill.
‘If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going
to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on
a light stand... shine! Keep open house; be generous
with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt
people to open up with God’.
Let us take hold of this opportunity to shine out
brightly so that others might see our good works and
bring glory to God.
Simon Martin (Vicar)

THIS IS CHURCH
locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson

...or is it...?

FIND OUT MORE

Save the date 14-15 Oct
for more info
socialservices@nelsonanglican.nz
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Sam and Paula Anderson and family are new to our diocese. Sam is Associate Priest at St Christopher’s,
Blenheim South.
Where were you born and raised?
Paula: I was born in Hamilton, raised in Auckland,
and lived from the age of 17 onwards in Christchurch.
Sam: I was born in Dunedin and moved to Nelson
when I was 12. After university I lived in Christchurch.
How or when did you became a Christian? Were
there people or places that really influenced your
Christian journey?
Paula: I grew up in a Christian family and made
the Christian faith my own from a very early age. My
parents made a real effort to fill our minds and hearts
with God’s word and much of what I know I owe to
them.
Other large influences in my Christian journey are my
time as a Ministry Intern at St John’s Latimer Square
in Christchurch and the friendships I made in Sydney
while Sam was at theological college.
Sam: I was raised in a Christian home and attended
various Pentecostal churches throughout my
childhood, teenage years and early 20s. When I was 25
I went to a public night-meeting at a camp run by St
John’s Latimer Square in Christchurch.
I was amazed that they held a ‘question time’ at
the end of the meeting where anyone could ask any
question that they liked and the panel would answer
the question using the Bible as the foundation for their
answers.
I was hooked! Friends – both classmates and
lecturers – at Moore College have been an invaluable
part of my Christian growth.
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What is your passion for the local church? And how
do you see it playing out?
Paula and Sam: More and more we see the Church
and society pulling further and further apart in values,
worldview, and in our over-arching narrative regarding
the important things of life.
We want to see members of the local church
equipped to defend their faith, to give the reason for
their hope, and to have a robust and lively, personal
faith. We believe that this is best achieved by teaching
the Bible clearly and unashamedly.
What are your favourite hobbies and how do you
like to relax?
Sam: I like taking apart mechanical watches and
putting them back together (which often involves
breaking them in the process!) but I haven’t had the
time to do that yet this year. I enjoy running in the
hills around Blenheim. I enjoy cooking good food and
entertaining. I enjoy our ‘Friday night in’ with homemade pizza, beer and TV.
Paula: I love making things. I usually learn just
enough of a skill or craft to give something a go and
then I want to try something else! Most of my projects
these days revolve around the kids’ education as I’m
currently home-schooling our eldest two. I relax best
on a walk with the family, or collapsing in front of
Netflix in the evening.
What books do you have on the go at the moment?
Sam: Not enough.
Paula: ‘Scarface Claw’ and other children’s picture
books make up much of my current reading!

Respecting Senior Saints
Stand up in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God.
I am the Lord – Leviticus 19:32
If there is one word that highlights the way we ought
to relate to the older generation it is respect. Respect
for those who have lived a long time; were formative
in our faith development; and are living with physical,
mental or indeed spiritual challenges.
In many cultures older people are treated with
dignity and respect, two ideals that are sadly lacking in
some western-style cultures. I hope that in our diocese,
resourced by the Older Persons Ministry Fund, we are
leading the way in tackling those issues and one of the
most insidious problems of the age, social isolation.
In 2014 I was privileged to go to England for study
leave visiting three principle locations, all of them
providing me with inspiration for my study. The first
was Windsor Castle in Berkshire, where our daughter
Elisabeth lives with her professional singer husband,
Nick Madden.
There were two sources of inspiration for me during
this time: one was the presence of HM the Queen
and the Duke of Edinburgh both of whom were still
working hard even though they had well and truly
passed the normal age for retirement in the UK. The
second was a friend of mine who was then a Canon at
St George’s Chapel, Windsor. Before this appointment
James headed up a Christian charity for older people
and is the author of several books on the care of older
people. He was the mentor for my study and made
many excellent suggestions for reading and research.
The focus of my study was positive ageing but after
visiting my dad in a Liverpool hospital, I could not see
that what was happening to him or others like him was
in any way positive at that time. It was a real challenge
for our family, the professionals and the person at the
centre of it all, my dad. One aspect of Dad’s personality
that wasn’t affected was his sense of spirituality.
With regular prayer and the occasional celebration

of Holy Communion from the Book of Common
Prayer, a service dad cherished throughout his life, he
maintained his faith and trust in God until his death.
In Oxford I was appointed as a visiting academic
fellow of Harris Manchester College. I was based at St
Stephen’s House Theological College and although
renowned for its Anglo-Catholic ethos, I was mightily
impressed with the calibre of the ordinands, both men
and women. It was a time of in-depth reading and
study with the opportunity to meet several interesting
people.
People like Canon David Winter, former head of the
religious department of the BBC, broadcaster and
author. David had just published a new book entitled
At the End of the Day – Enjoying Life in the Departure
Lounge. As an evangelical, David’s book is strongly
based on scripture and as you can see from the title,
contains some lovely humorous points.
I also met up with the Revd Dr Joanna Collicutt,
Advisor for the Spiritual Care of Older People in the
Diocese of Oxford, sharing conversations, resources
and insights.
I sincerely commend the work of all those in our
parishes caring for older persons.
This year I am standing as
a candidate for the Nelson
Marlborough District
Health Board, to represent
the growing group of older
people in our diocese and
also out of great respect
for those for whom I have a
great care.
Charles Tyrrell QSO –
Enabler for Older Persons
Ministry

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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Reflection
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation –
Isaiah 12:3

Going deeper with discipleship
While praying at Synod this year I got a strong
impression of a well, a deep well, surrounded by
dry arid desert with cracked ground – a completely
parched land. There was a real sense that in my prayer
we as the Church were being called to be a ‘deep
well’. To go deep enough so that no matter what the
surrounding conditions, we could offer the water of
life. In the image I saw the land around the well was
becoming increasingly barren. I cannot help but also
see this in the general culture of our country, as it
distances itself from the good news of Jesus as answer
and fulfilment of our need in life.
My heart was strangely moved by this image and the
call to be a people in whom you can find the water of
life. Living water that truly quenches thirst. For that is
what you long for in a land where all is dry. Life giving
water. Alongside this image, it was as if God asked
me this question: ‘If a dying person made it to the
well seeking water – would you have anything to give
them?’
This question highlights the challenge we are facing
as the Church in New Zealand today. Will we actually
have anything to offer the thirsty and dying? How do
we face an increasing loss of faith and Godlessness in
our land?
Matthew 28:18-20 says: Jesus drew near and said to
them, ‘I have been given all authority in heaven and on
earth. Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make
them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And I will be
with you always, to the end of the age’.
This passage invites us to follow Jesus. To be lead into
knowledge, truth and an understanding of God, that
gives full life.
This is a drink of cold water in a parched land.
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We cannot offer this without ourselves continuing to
follow and receive from God as Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. As we do this, we create depth to our wells. This
process could be described as a ‘digging deep’. Digging
deep can be frustrating; it is time-consuming and
hard work in a dry land. It is however, rewarding. This
‘digging’ or gaining depth is impossible to do without
God at work in us, and with us. We don’t get depth
without God.
What will our ‘wells’ look like in 30 years? What will
our church look like in 30 years? Like me, you may
not be able to give an exact answer in terms of the
ethnicity, size of gathering, meeting places etc. As New
Zealand continues to push God away, shallow wells will
dry. We will need faith with depth. Matthew 28:18-20
still applies. The core attributes of disciples do not
change. Go, with Jesus leading through his word and
Spirit. We grow as our faith is applied – day by day, by
day. That is how a well continues to deepen.
As we partner with God we can face the future
certain in the things that matter most. This means the
source of our life does not change, everything else
may. We can take hold of new opportunities without
fear, using them for their
intention: to serve God, as
we dig deep with him. Let
us receive the depth that a
partnership and relationship
with God offers.
‘To all who are thirsty I will
give freely from the springs
of the water of life’.
Jonathan Wasley – Priest
Assistant, Nativity Parish,
Blenheim

