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New Season ... New Life

A Spiritual Season
One of the most simple but profound affirmations of faith is
found at the end of the Old Testament book of Habakkuk.
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vine
Though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food
Though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord
I will be joyful in God my Saviour
We are affected by the circumstances that surround us and
we do experience spiritual seasons that influence the spiritual
‘temperature’ of our faith. But should it be that way? Habakkuk
would certainly suggest that it shouldn’t. Even though everything
turns to custard he says that he will not stop giving the glory to
God. Rather than our circumstances affecting our faith, there is
another model (that is very biblical) that has our faith interpreting
our circumstances and guiding us through them.
This issue of The Witness uses the advent of Spring as a way of
reflecting on the new life of faith that is springing up throughout
the diocese. In places like the Awatere it’s a strong statement of
the power of faith to see new opportunities through the forging
of new relationships made in the common experience of their
damaging earthquakes. They totally understand Habakkuk!
God bless
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● Synod 2013 – Picton, October 10-12. Synod
Service 7pm October 10 at Holy Trinity,
Picton. Includes ordination of Rev Joseph
Keighley as Priest. Synod Business October
11-12 at Queen Charlotte College.
● Diocesan Overseas Mission Council. This
2013 diocesan festival of ‘Go Fest’ will be at
Brightwater Community church on Saturday
October 26 (Labour Weekend) from 10.30am
to 4pm. Guest speaker: Archbishop Philip
Richardson.
● Spring Camp – Bridge Valley October 2528. Youth and youth leaders gather over
Labour weekend to worship, be inspired
and encouraged, have fun, and battle it out
regionally for the mighty bishops log...
● EQUIP days around the diocese – Nelson/
Waimea October 19; Mawhera November 2.
● Refresh – gathering of women to worship,
pray and receive God’s word. Saturday
November 2, 9.30-3.30 at St Stephens,
Tahunanui.

Spring Thaw

new life in Christ

I am a gardener. About the first thing I do after
moving to a new place and unpacking our stuff is to
do a survey of the garden (if there is one) and dream
dreams about how it could be developed. The deanery
in the west of Ireland we moved into in the autumn
of 2004 was a tall grey building stuck in the middle of
a paddock surrounded by Leyland cypresses. It had a
little grove of deciduous trees in one corner. Under one
of these I planted an encircling band of snowdrops.
The next winter was a particularly hard one. Snow
came at Christmas and lay around for the whole of
January. The garden, now extended by a rose bed, a
small shrubbery and a large potato patch, was bare
and dead-looking. No sign of the snowdrops. Then
on the first day of February, St Brigid’s Day, there they
were, poking up through holes in the thawing snow –
short green leaf spikes and little short stems with their
pure white flowers trimmed with green already open,
just a couple of inches high, down at ground level.
Snowdrops had been a part of my life in New
Zealand for half a century but the meaning of them
had escaped me until this moment on a distant shore.
Epiphany was marked by an epiphany of my own. The
festivals marking the end of that season (St Brigid,
Presentation of Christ in the Temple, Candlemas,
Transfiguration) acquired a new symbol for me –
snowdrops. ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it’ (John 1.5).
The brave folly of the Irish in calling this Festival of
Brigid the first day of spring must have been born out
of having to be brave fools so often in their history, not

only hoping not to be invaded yet again, or hoping
not to have another potato crop failure, but before all
that and fundamentally, by risking abandoning their
pagan religion for the hope of Christ proclaimed by
Patrick and Brigid. Hope of new life in Christ flowered
in the darkness of Februarys on an Atlantic coast or a
mountain bog.
We lost our central heating for several weeks due
to frozen water that winter. Survival in a northern
winter brings home both the reality and the fragility
of the body. New life in Christ, the light shining in
the darkness, includes our rising from the dead.
Resurrection is not ‘only’ the first fruits of Jesus
resurrection, but also our participation in that
resurrection.
This is the resurrection Paul talks of in 1 Corinthians
15 – the raising of earth-hugging body-bound human
persons in new, pure, perfect, incorruptible flesh to
be citizens of a new creation. This is the fulfilment
for which the whole of this creation groans (as Paul
observes in Romans 8.22) and
to which our hope in Christ
witnesses like lights in the
darkness, and snowdrops in the
snow.
Sue Patterson is the Registrar and
Senior Lecturer at Bishopdale
Theological College. She was in
parish ministry in Ireland for 10
years before returning to New
Zealand in 2010.
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Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the ground, dead to
the world, it is never any more than a grain of wheat.
But if it is buried, it sprouts and reproduces itself many
times over.
[John 12:24]

Stagnation, to New Life
I have spent most of my life in and out of church with
doing the best I could (mostly on Sundays) and having
the rest of the week to myself and not letting God
factor into my daily life.
I found this worked pretty well with me, feeling good
I was going to church, taking my children and throwing
in a few courses here and there. I totally believed in
God but didn’t need him in my life. I was doing pretty
well at it myself thank you.
Then I started travelling and working every single
weekend and that was the ‘out’ part of my church cycle
starting again. I still had my husband take the children
to church most Sundays, but for myself, I was missing
out and just accepted that this was the way it was.
After a while my personal life began to suffer and
then my marriage broke down. I was out of a house,
and a job which meant no money and four children to
support. All I had worked for in 17 years of my life was
gone. Little did I know then, what a blessing this would
be for me and the kids.
We started going to church again and this time,
I needed God. I had made such a mess of things

Join Rev Mike Hawke
&
Pastor Colleen Pasley-Doyle
for a very special

HOLYLANDS PILGRIMAGE
19 May 2014 for 16 days
Explore the roads where Jesus walked
The Bible will never be the same again
designed with

THE INNOVATIVE TRAVEL COMPANY
specialists in Holyland tours for over 20 years

from $8,595pp / share twin
ex AKL or CHC
Enquire Now

Tel 0508 100 111

www.innovative-travel.com
or contact your local travel agent
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myself and wanted his guidance. My first hurdle was
the fact that I had left my husband and my marriage
vows were broken because I could not live with him
anymore. How could God want to help me after doing
that!
Along with attending church again, I started reading
the Bible and actually understanding a bit more of it,
and therefore wanting to understand God more. It felt
like I had been living under a dark blanket for many
years and suddenly it was thrown off and dare I say it
‘the light started shining’.
I began to live differently. With my situation going
from well-off financially, to struggling-on-a-benefit, I
put my finances in God’s hands. Then all the hurt and
anger that came from my marriage break-up was put
in God’s hands and he helped me deal with them.
Then there were the children and their tears and fears.
I started teaching them what I was doing about mine,
about putting your trust in God and that he loves us so
much and will provide safety, security and all we need.
What power there is in prayer!
I became amazed at the ways God was blessing me
when I was putting my life in his hands! God really
does love and care about us. How wonderful it is now
living a real Christian life – wanting, needing and
accepting God. Of course it’s not all roses.
The kids still fight and argue, the marriage is still
broken and five of us are living in a two bedroom
house; but I am truly the happiest I have ever been.
Jesus cares about my little family. He really is my
Saviour in this life, and the next.
Rochelle Dash – Parish of Greymouth and Kumara

In a frozen state – what’s missing?
My father was raised a Catholic but I grew up in a
family that actively shunned religion. By my late 20s
I had seldom ever set foot inside a church, let alone
thought very seriously about God.
All that changed when I met Joanna, my wife-to-be.
She grew up with a strong faith and one of the first
questions she ever asked me was, did I believe in God?
I said I did, but I meant it in a purely philosophical way,
not from any spiritual or relational experience.
We got married and I continued to live my life quite
happily without God. He, however, had other plans.
He ‘blessed’ us with smart children and at a very early
age my daughter started asking me the ‘big’ questions
about life, the universe and God. Initially I pointed her
in Joanna’s direction and so the wife and kids started
going to church without Dad. But even I knew that was
a cop-out.
Eventually I started asking myself the ‘big’ questions
as well. And it worried me that I wasn’t getting an
answer. One summer day however, walking back to
work after lunch, I did get an answer. An answer that
changed my life, and my world, forever.
At the time I was struggling with some issues in my
life that I wasn’t particularly proud of. As I was walking

in frustration I said to myself, ‘What am I supposed to
do?’
‘Go to church’ said an audible voice so close to me
that I turned immediately to see who had spoken to
me. But I was alone.
But of course I wasn’t alone. I knew immediately who
had spoken to me and I was in church the very next
Sunday. God ministered to me with a power and a
force that Sunday that I have never again experienced,
but it was exactly what I needed to hear. Thus began
my life-long journey as a born again Christian…
Wayne Lorimer – Parish of Cobden-Runanga
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Our responses as a church are born out of our
understanding of the teachings of Jesus, ‘when I was
hungry you fed me...’

A radical way
In modern Christianity we have tended to divide the body of Christ into
different groups through a process of labels – evangelical, charismatic,
orthodox, liberal. And these can be helpful when identifying a faith
emphasis in a community, but at the same time this has divided the
Gospel in a way that restricts the wholeness of the mission of Christ.
As I read the Scriptures, in particular the teachings of Jesus and the
understandings of St Paul as to the mission of Christ, I become acutely
aware that this challenges us to a radical belief and way of life that brings
all these terms together.
When planting our Anglican church St Elizabeth’s, in Clendon we found
ourselves in a low socio-economic community where meeting basic
human needs was high on the agenda. The Clendon community was
and still is, an ethnically diverse community predominantly made up of
Maori and Pacific Island people. Since the beginning of the church plant in
1988 there has been an increase in immigrant people: these being mainly
Indian, indigenous South African and refugees from the Middle East. Each
people group came with their own church and gospel traditions.
For the church to be relevant to the community, the style of worship and
the verbal presentation of the Gospel needed to reflect these different
strands. For this to happen it became important for the leadership of the
parish to avoid only promoting their own bias or preference. The church
had to also engage in the social issues causing harm to people’s quality
of life. Changes in society and political changes will impact the church
community, but we need to remain consistent in the ministry we offer.

how the local church
transforms the local

Building houses in the Clendon

Parish worship.
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Housing became a key factor
during the early 1990s as the
Clendon area became a region
with short term rental housing
and little home ownership. Rentals
soared and the community
became destabilised, causing
detrimental social trends. The local
school had a turnover of one third
of its pupils every term, making a
stable education for many children
very difficult. The constant changes
in the community made good
health, law and order difficult goals
to achieve.

of life
community

The largest women’s prison in the Southern Hemisphere was built in the
Clendon community and so it became important for the church to make
a response to those who found themselves in this prison. This became the
starting point of St Elizabeth’s becoming a ‘Target Community’ that helps
people who have been in prison and now has three transitional houses
for people coming out of prison and a group of people who give practical
support as well as friendship to those who are trying to get their lives back
in order. A team also goes into the prison to run an Alpha programme as
well as Sunday services.
Our responses as a church are born out of our understanding of the
teachings of Jesus; ‘when I was hungry you fed me, when I was thirsty you
gave me something to drink, when I was naked you clothed me and when
I was in prison you came to visit me’. The social care of the church is born
out of our relationship with Christ and a desire to help others come to
know the love of God. We are the body of Christ here on earth and we are
to live with the love and values by which he lived.
Mark Beale has been Vicar of St Elizabeth’s Clendon, Auckland since 1998. He
recently shared his vision and ideas with clergy and lay leaders in the diocese.

Community.
Our church responded by
establishing the St Elizabeth’s
Community Housing Trust to help
people into home ownership.
Alongside this we began a very
personalised food bank where
families were given not just food
but help with budgeting as well
and a work scheme to help people
to get into employment. Children
can attend a boys and girls ICONZ
(modernised boys and girls
brigade) group as well as an After
School Homework Group.

Baptism and new life after Wiri Women’s Prison.

2013
A gathering of women
to worship, pray and
receive God’s Word...

Guest Speaker: Bron Tait

‘Staying close to Jesus in spite of life’s circumstances’

Saturday Nov 2, 9.30am-3.30pm

St Stephens, Tahunanui

Ph: 03 546 4051

www.ststephenstahunanui.co.nz
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Damage in the church.

Reﬂections of shaky times.
The house wobbles...

This morning the phones have not stopped w
accommodation, food and support. My din
with boxes of food from people in the parish
people I’ve never met.
The house wobbles...

In my quiet time the scripture was Ephesians
do immeasurably more than all we ask or im
So in tears I asked.

Already two requests have been ticked off t

That’s why I continue to serve Jesus the Chri
encourage others to follow him.

It’s best to hang out with the one who walks
valley safely

and allows you to celebrate with him and th
mountaintops.
Dawn Daunauda – Vicar Awate

Rem
pr

At the end of our service in the school hall.
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with offers of
ning table is laden
h, the diocese and

s 3:20 ‘God is able to
magine...’

the list unexpectedly.

ist, my Lord and

Table laden with donations of food.

s you through the

he whanau on the

ere Christian Joint Venture

We were allowed in for 15 minutes to get stuff out –
amazing the junk you grab and run out with... and the
things you wish you’d grabbed.

member the people of the Awatere in your
rayers as they respond to further shakes
and rebuild their lives.

180 gift packs distributed to the children of Seddon
and Ward schools, thanks to the support of the wider
diocese.
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Responding
Community and Social Services Ministry
Spring means so many things. For
me, one gift of the new season is
the boronia at my front door. Plain
to look at and temperamental in
habit, but with an unmistakeable,
heady, heavenly sweet scent. An
analogy perhaps of ‘nelsonanglican’
community ministries? Somewhat
unnoticed in the wider community
but providing loving care where it
is needed most. The Anglican Care
Charitable Trust has adopted the
new logo you see here and it will
become the Diocesan Social Services
ministry banner so that we are able
to become more visible in the wider
community, as parishes are invited to
use various forms of it when parish
programmes are in operation.
If we leave out, for a moment,
the many wonderful ‘ministry to
seniors’ initiatives now in place in
the majority of our parishes, what is
left? In this issue we highlight three
examples of social services ministry
– two parish-based and one in which
diocesan funding and support
work in partnership with a Christian
community social service provider,
the Bread of Life Trust in Blenheim.
Do any of these stories prompt you
in any way to think ‘Here I am Lord –
choose me’? Of course, many

of us are already involved in our
communities in service clubs or
charitable work, such as fund-raising
efforts in support of worthy causes –
but do we acknowledge to ourselves
or anyone else, that the reason we
do these things is because we are
moved to serve ‘the least of one of
my brothers’ because of our faith?
Are we prepared to be called outside
of our comfort zones to be brave
and extravagant followers of Jesus,
thereby raising the expectations of
our behaviour, firstly for ourselves
and especially for others?
And do we consider that we who
are ‘inside’ the church are actually
the bridge between the richness
of the whole experience of Church
and the need of our community
(which misunderstands and
criticises it) to know God’s love? Do
we understand kaitiakitanga the
concept of trusteeship, guardianship,
stewardship of God’s Church?

I suggest we are only here on earth
for a while, so best we get on with
the business of taking care of his
institution.
I believe in and honour our clergy
who not only faithfully carry out
our core business (eg: Sundays /
discipling the flock) but who also
know and live the tension between
that business and reality of life in all
its messiness ‘out there’.
Are we in the pews ready to join
them and to grow in our own walk
with Jesus because of it? Picture a
family given some warm clothes and
shoes for the kids; picture heating
for an elderly person; picture holiday
camp for some kids who suffered
family violence and had to leave
town suddenly.
Let’s pray as we have never done
before – God is at work so how can
we partner in what he’s already
doing? What perfect joy it is to see
someone who’s been struggling
with their faith take a step forward,
hungry to learn more about and
experience God’s love. If you haven’t
been in that place lately can I
encourage you to search because
you are the one who will ultimately
benefit – you’ll be the one growing.
Gerrie Mead – Diocesan Social
Services Enabler

A place for youth in Stoke
The idea came via a house fire. From responding to a
family in time of need, St Barnabas started to hear and
engage with the voices of its local community. This is
where the opportunity grew to support community
initiatives and eventually to host a place for youth to be a
part of a community in Stoke.
In a simple but costly manner, St Barnabas has
committed to witness in action by blessing local young
people. We now host 20-30 intermediate and college
aged youth after school Wednesdays to Fridays. We
provide an afternoon snack (often a barbecue) with the
food and drink generously given by parishioners and
community members.
This initiative is funded through the Mary FosterBarham fund, Anglican Care, the St Barnabas
congregation, Presbyterian Support and Nelson City
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Council. Sharing life and journeying alongside young
people has rewarding and challenging moments. For
some of the youth who come along, this experience has
become a strong support that is not found in other parts
of their lives. We value and love them.
There are very real challenges and many who come
along would be called ‘at-risk’ –
the opportunity to help them is
an opportunity not to be missed.
Please pray for the protection
and development of these young
people that they may grow to know
more of God’s love and purposes for
them in their live.
Jonathan Wasley – Deacon
Assistant, Stoke Parish

in our Communities

To make Jesus visible in our community, through actions
of love, concern and support.
This is the vision statement of a Christian based
non-profit organisation called Bread of Life which has
operated in Blenheim for 23 years.
Due to the number of under-resourced single teen
parents that come to the centre, the staff became
concerned with the high rate of teen pregnancy in
Marlborough. Last year, manager Brian Gull and team
leader Annie Bately, shared their vision with groups and
agencies to have a custom-made facility for teenage
mothers built in the town. It was to be called Hope House.
As this vision was presented in the community, help and
support came from many directions.
A new facility for Marlborough is on the drawing board
but in the interim period a property was offered by Child
Youth and Family to Bread of Life for pregnant teens in
Blenheim.
Through education, love and support, the teen and
her child experience an environment that is stable and
functional, thus raising the chance of the baby remaining
in the care of its mother.
Early parenthood has far reaching physical, social and

Hope House Daytime programme co-ordinator Meg
McConway with a gorgeous baby and mum.
emotional consequences for both the teenage parent/s
and their children. Teenage mothers are less likely to be
surrounded by supportive social networks. Hope House
will have a number of programmes on offer, including
working wherever possible with the fathers of these
infants.
As Christians, the Bread of Life team believe they have
a responsibility to provide this new service as an integral
part of the work of their organisation in Blenheim. It takes
a village to raise a child, so if you can help in any way
contact Brian Gull and Annie Bately on 03 578 1356 Ext 1
or 2. Email brian@breadoflife.org.nz or annie@breadoflife.
org.nz.
Annie Bately – Bread of Life

Reefton’s Gateway 7
Reefton’s Community Support worker Lyn was
employed at the beginning of this year to work with
a particular group of folk in our parish. Some of them
suffer from mental illness, some have brain trauma
injuries and some are in various stages of dementia. The
District Health Board used to fund a similar service, but it
ceased in 2008. Larger centres were picked up by other
agencies, but nothing happened for many smaller rural
communities.
Twice weekly this group (who chose to call themselves
Gateway 7) meet at St Stephen’s Activity Centre for
coffee and a chat, sharing troubles and their triumphs.
Sometimes they do some craft work, go for a walk
together and occasionally have an outing somewhere
further afield. Lyn visits them in their homes and helps
ensure they get all the support services they need.
Home meetings have also enabled support and
encouragement for their caregivers, who are often feeling
totally isolated, sometimes through the stigma still
attached to mental health issues.
At a recent coffee morning, the group welcomed a
number of Otago medical students who were visiting

Reefton for the week, researching the special needs of
small rural communities. They enjoyed being able to
share some of their concerns about the general lack of
facilities that smaller centres struggle with.
Di Griffin – Vicar of Reefton and Grey Valley Parish

Reefton’s Gateway7 meeting with Otago medical
students.
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An Introduction to the
Old Testament Template

rediscovering God’s principles for discipling nations
Author: Landa Cope
What does God have to say about his involvement
in government, economics, family, science and
technology, arts and entertainment, communication,
education and the church?
Recently I was privileged to hear Landa speak,
challenging and inviting those present to hear and
respond to the call of God on their lives to bless and
develop our nation – ‘It is time for the largest church
in history to become the deepest church in history’
embracing Jesus’ instruction in Matthew to ‘reach and
teach’ all nations.
For over 30 years Landa has been active in the
leadership and expansion of Youth With a Mission and
its offshoots throughout the world and in her book she
shares a defining moment in her Christian life.
‘We are not seeing biblical values applied by
Christians today, and, therefore, do not see the
influence those truths would have and have had in
history’.
Landa’s book and her talks are the fruit of her
diligence in seeking God’s answers in all of his Word –
initially in the Old Testament (hence the title) and then
in the New, as the whole revelation and working out of
God’s will to bless all nations.
Her closing statement in the book’s Introduction,
‘God never changes. Pray that we, his people do’

reverberates throughout
the whole book as she
challenges us, in the same
way that she challenged
herself , to shift from a
gospel of salvation alone
to the fuller gospel and
revelation of God as Saviour and the supremacy of
Christ in all areas of life and vocation.
For over a decade Landa has searched her Bible
many times to understand ‘what God says about
government, education, economics, family, the arts,
communication, science and the church’. She invites
us ‘on the journey back to the gospel of the kingdom
– the journey back to the God of all things’ and the
treasure he has given us in Jesus Christ, to the Gospel
that is relevant to all our needs and all the issues we
face today.
An Introduction to The Old Testament Template is a rich
and very readable development of these themes and
I highly recommend it to all who want to more fully
participate with God in one of the greatest adventures
– winning and truly discipling our nation and all
nations for Christ.
Alan Wright
Vicar’s Warden for Waimea Anglican Parish

Meeting God outside our comfort zone
At Bishopdale Theological College, Nelson
(BTC) we are working to create pathways
for emerging leaders for the church and the
mission of God.
Haerenga – meaning ‘journey’ – is a
new pathway in partnership with NZCMS
(New Zealand Church Missionary Society).
NZCMS have been running Haerenga with
Laidlaw College in Auckland and in 2014 the
programme is coming to Nelson.
The Haerenga internship is designed to
train and develop people for God’s mission.
It is a 10 month programme which includes
four months at BTC and six months overseas
with NZCMS. The result is changed lives and a
renewed Church.
‘Haerenga’ enables us to experience
serving in cross-cultural mission – to meet
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God in places we have never been, outside
our comfort zone. It is a pathway that takes
us into the realm of adventuring with the
God who is everywhere and always at work.
Will it be easy? No. Will the challenges be real
and surprising? Yes. If you do this will you be
the same afterwards? No way.
This is an exciting development for our
College and the Nelson Diocese. Imagine
people leading in all sorts of different ways
because of what they have experienced on
this pathway.
‘Bishopdale Theological College – Pathways
to mission and to an ever-renewed Church’
Check out Haerenga on the NZCMS website
(www.nzcms.org.nz).
Andrew Burgess – Dean BTC

Chris Donaldson is vicar of Havelock and the
Sounds. He and Susanne have returned to this
parish after initially serving there in 1983.
Where did you grow up?
Chris: I was brought up in ‘Magpie country’ – Hawkes
Bay. My folks were ‘alternative’, so I went to a Rudolf
Steiner school for my primary years then off to Hastings
Boys High; to which I never adapted successfully!
Susanne: I grew up on a sheep farm in Cheviot, North
Canterbury. I trained two of my pet lambs to pull me on
a little cart, which was a great hit at the school pet show.
I did my high schooling and primary teacher training in
Christchurch.
When did you both become Christians?
Chris: My parents converted from ‘Alternative’ to
‘Pentecostal’ in dramatic fashion and although I ‘kicked
against the goads’, I began a personal search that
brought me to Christ at the communion rail of All Saints
Church, Howick in 1976, at age 24.
Susanne: Soon after, I gave my heart to the Lord, at
St Paul’s Symonds Street, Auckland and together with
Chris joined the St Paul’s Singers. Not just a church
choir but a vibrant community of young people who
worshipped and served together in a way that shaped
our formative Christian years.

What books are you reading at the moment?
Chris: Morris West’s The Clowns of God. This book was
published in 1982 and I read it back then. I particularly
love the way the abdicated Pope reaches out in love to
those around him in a time of fear and hopelessness.
Susanne: And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled
Hosseini, author of Kite Runner and A Thousand
Splendid Suns. All are set in Afghanistan, a country I
used to want to visit.
Favourite way to relax?
Chris: Motorcycling, biking, swimming, visiting friends,
coffee out.
Susanne: Reading, vegie gardening and my new hobby:
quilting.
What are you passionate about in life?
Chris: Getting involved in extending God’s kingdom in
whatever way possible be it across the oceans or across
the street, around the world or around the house.
Susanne: I’m passionate about family – my children and
grandchildren, some of whom now live locally. This is the
ﬁrst time in six years that we’ve all lived in New Zealand
and I’m loving it!
What do you most love about your area of ministry?
Chris: I love preaching and teaching and the privilege of
living and driving through this most beautiful part of the
world.
Susanne: I love being part of the Havelock community,
particularly working in the community vegetable garden,
a combined project of St Peter’s Church and The
Pelorus Health Trust.
What’s a motto or saying that comes to mind which your
family might use.
Always travel light. (Maybe a reﬂection of 30 years of
travelling the world on long and short term mission trips.)

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 548 0789
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Catechism

Sacraments

This is another one of those really interesting
words in our Anglican tradition. It sounds like
something to do with common household pets or
some kind of overwhelming disaster, or perhaps a
combination of both. In reality it is a word used to
describe a teaching resource that has been around
since the early church. It comes from a Greek word
meaning ‘to teach orally’, and the first known use
of this word in English was in 1502. There are other
related words like ‘catechesis’ and ‘catechist’, which
sound rather ‘catchy’ and are in fact to do with
‘catching’ the faith! ‘Catechesis’ is the teaching of
the Christian faith to Christian children and adult
converts; a ‘catechist’ is the one who does the
teaching.
A Catechism then is an outline of basic Christian
doctrine and beliefs, expressed in a question and
answer form for ease of teaching and remembering.
Traditionally the set answers to the set questions
were memorised by the student; the teacher would
ask each question and the student would reply.
In the Anglican setting the Catechism was a
brief manual of instruction for those preparing for
Confirmation – covering baptism, the Apostles’
Creed, the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer
and the Sacraments.
These days it is seen as a useful summary of the
teaching of the Church. Our New Zealand Prayer
Book includes a Catechism beginning on page
926. This has 71 questions and answers, including
sections on the Anglican Church, Christian Lifestyle
and Christian hope. While it is ‘not to be regarded
as a complete statement of belief or practice’, it is
certainly well worth reading (and we should be
thankful it is no longer necessary to memorise it!).

According to the Catechism (New Zealand Prayer
Book, page 932) sacraments are ‘outward and visible
signs of inward and spiritual grace, given by Christ
to the Church’. A sacrament is a practice or action
we do in our church that has particular importance
and significance. In a sense a sacrament is a
‘mystery’ because it is trying to describe something
that cannot really be described!
Sacraments involve some physical things and
some concrete actions, and both invite and allow
God to be revealed and active. They are special and
sacred rites that reflect the nature of God and leave
space for the Holy Spirit to be at work. Perhaps
we could say a sacrament is something where the
Kingdom of God and this present world intersect.
There are two ‘Gospel Sacraments’ which were
given by Jesus to the Church – Baptism and Holy
Communion. The outward sign of baptism is water;
the inward spiritual grace is being joined with Christ
to the family of the church. The outward sign of
Holy Communion is bread and wine; the inward
spiritual grace is the life of Christ, his body and
blood which he gave and we receive in faith.
In our Anglican tradition we also celebrate five
other sacraments; these were not specifically
instituted by Jesus but have been part of
Christian practice since the earliest times. These
are Confirmation, Ordination, Reconciliation of a
Penitent, Christian Marriage, Anointing for healing
and wholeness. In essence a sacrament points to
something other than itself, but is more than a
sign because it gives something to the person who
receives it.
Wayne Thornton
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Reflections from
‘Vibrant Christ-centred Communities of Faith’
by Bishop Richard
The fellowship of the Church

Aim: To build authentic community.
If we understand the church (ecclesia) as being all
about community, and understand community as
being all about relationship, how do we intentionally
and strategically work at building community when the
emerging culture, while often very spiritual, celebrates
the fluidity of informal networks and is highly sceptical of
anything institutional? This at a time when government
statistics affirm, we have never felt more alone.
The church’s attempts to intentionally develop
relational networks are often regarded with suspicion.
Community is part of the very nature of who God is. We
are created in the image of God, and we are created to
be community – which is the reason God expressed in
Genesis 2:18: ‘It is not good for the man to be alone.’ It is
not possible for the man to be alone and to reflect the
fullness of God’s image.
The OT outlines the story of God’s ‘chosen people’
seeking – and often failing – to be the community that
God called them to be; a people who would reflect the
glory of God through their relationship with him and with
each other.
The NT continues this theme of a chosen people, but
this time it is the Church – the body of Christ – that is to
be this new redeemed and redeeming community
Acts 2 and 4 describes a vibrancy of community

that draws people who are hungry for meaning and
relationship in the same way moths are drawn to a light.
How do we do community, and how do we build
community?
In his book ‘Prepare your Church for the Future’ Carl
George describes three types of community; ‘Cell’,
‘Congregation’ and ‘Celebration’. A fourth could be added,
and that is ‘Cluster.’
The Cell
Sometimes known as a ‘home group’, ‘Bible study
group’ or ‘house church’ this is the smallest unit (and
the foundational unit) within the church. Cells can be
geographical or perhaps gender specific or they can
be specific to a particular age group. The one thing
that is common to all these groups is their emphasis on
relationship. Because of this, ‘Cells’ are the primary vehicle
for discipleship.
The strength and health of a church is directly
proportional to the strength and health of its small
groups. If a church is sincere about growth, it must begin
by strengthening its smallest structure – the cell!
The Congregation
This is the heart of a church’s fellowship.
It is the standard gathering of the Anglican Church and
would be the group that we would most readily define
as ‘Church’. Unlike the ‘Cell’, it tends to be quite organised
both in its structure and its arrangements. People can
be as involved as much or as little as they wish. It is a
comfortable group, offering a fair degree of anonymity.
The early church would almost certainly have met in
Cell-type structures with the cells coming together from
time to time to form a ‘Cluster’ or a Congregation.
The Celebration
The Celebration is a highly organised larger gathering
and allows those gathered to participate with complete
freedom as they follow the leader(s). It usually has a great
deal of singing and excellent, well-prepared focussed
teaching. It could best be described as ‘corporate
individualism’ – where each individual is lost in ‘wonder,
love and praise’.
The greatest strength of the ‘Celebration’ is the
inspiration it fosters. People sense something of the
‘otherness’ or ‘awesomeness’ of God that is often lacking
in the intimacy of the Cell or the formality of the
Congregation.
Cathedral worship has traditionally been the Anglican
Church’s vehicle for enabling ‘celebration’.
If we are to create authentic community within our
churches we need to revisit and embrace the whole
concept of the cell-based church. This would include the
training, empowering and releasing of people to lead.
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Reflection...

the potter and the clay

‘And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand and he remoulded it into another
vessel as it seemed good to the potter to do.’
Jeremiah 18:3-4
‘O Lord you are our Father, we are the clay and you are the potter, we are formed in your hand.’
Isaiah 64:8
How appropriate to use the imagery of the potter and
the clay as mankind began at the hands of our creator
moulding earth, his plans being firmly in place before he
even created the dust, each aspect of the creation being
intimately known down to the last detail – the beginning
from the end. Yet he still scooped up the dirt and lovingly
created men and women in his own image – unique
among all of creation, with his life breathed in. Truly our
Father.
As the potter decides what to do with the clay so too
does the sovereign God of Israel and the nations. If they
heeded the warnings, and threw themselves upon God’s
mercy, they would be forgiven – otherwise they faced
judgement. As the potter throws the clay back onto the
stone and starts again when an impurity is found, even
more so can God, turning what was meant to be a refined
vessel into another – as is his right.
In order to have clay that can be worked and shaped,
soil has to go through a prolonged process of weathering,
immersion in water, being stirred up and placed in
settling tanks with the stones and lumps left behind.
Once settled, the water is drawn off and the remaining
material worked over by feet. To improve the quality it is
then packed away and left for another six months before
use. All the impurities have to be removed, or during
firing the vessel will break. Once the vessel had been
through the fire it is resilient to sun and rain.
Many parallels can be drawn between humans and clay.
We go through periods of being buffeted and squeezed
by life. At these times do we not become aware of the

Living Water? As we journey toward God are we not often
stirred up – even after surrendering to our Saviour Jesus
Christ? Sin is dealt with and his peace invades our being.
We are transformed into a new vessel by the power of the
Holy Spirit. In the hands of our maker we are personally
and intimately moulded and stretched according to his
master plan for us and we are used by him for his glory.
The more we grow in the knowledge of who God is,
the more we become aware of who we are in him. We
find that we can trust him, and yield to his will. As we
mature we become more aware of impurities in our own
hearts that we have never intended to face. Our maker
challenges us to let him into those areas, and cleanse
them. The pain and suffering this process causes is
quickly forgotten in light of the sense of victory – the joy
and freedom experienced.
This sounds easy, but the difference between us and
clay is that we can resist and question our maker. We
protest that life hurts and is unfair and often we think we
can live with things the way they are. We must be trusting
and teachable, allowing Jesus with
his grace, wisdom, and love, to
gently mould us back into his vessel
more wonderfully made than we
ever thought possible.
Deborah Paton is a lay minister at
St Christopher’s Blenheim South.
She is married to Brian and they
have three adult children and four
grandchildren.

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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