SUMMER 2016

So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us.
He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.
And we have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father.
John 1:14

The last word on 2016
The final Witness for 2016!
It goes out from a diocese that has been pretty badly shaken by
earthquake (and by floods).
Hilary and I were visiting Buller on the night the earthquake struck – and
even in the opposite corner of the diocese we experienced the strong
rolling motion associated with it. There was still no power in our part of
Westport when we left at 9:00 the next morning. Our prayers continue
to be with all those severely affected – particularly in Kaikoura and the
Awatere who are still coming to terms with a whole new coastline.
We deeply appreciate the prayers and offers of support that have come
from other dioceses throughout New Zealand. As real and powerful as
it was, it also stands as a metaphor for the groaning of God’s glorious
creation, and the incredible significance of the incarnation – of the God
who became one of us in order to redeem the whole of creation.
This is the hope of Christmas – and the hope that sustains those
struggling with the devastation and the isolation caused by this quake and
the hundreds of aftershocks that are continuing. Emmanuel – God with us!
May this blessing be with every one of you this Christmas.
+Richard and Hilary

For the Spirit brooded
Over all the earth
A woman became the temple
Delivered all, through birth
Night skies declare His glory
The true Word is come
Angels sing of a Shepherd King
Incandescent
Incandescent with love

The Father runs to greet us
His true voice is heard
His Word is now among us
Speaking of new birth
Breath of life, breathes with us
Garden blooms again
Dove descends, Stone upends
Incandescent
Incandescent with love

Wild prophets have spoken
Deserts bloomed with flame
Mighty waters parted
A promised child proclaimed
Ruth danced with Boaz
David played the harp
Solomon sang the Song of Songs
Incandescent
Incandescent with love

Every mourning is broken
Every blackbird sings
For a great Hallelujah
Throughout the whole world rings
Every bush aflame now
Where His feet pass
Living waters seed
Sons and daughters
Incandescent
Incandescent with love
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Generosity for the Awatere

Rev Dawn Daunauda, Vicar of Awatere, spoke to a
group of about 150 residents who gathered at the little
Ward Town Hall building for a barbecue, put on by some
of the Blenheim churches and Awatere Christian Joint
Venture (ACJV).
The rural area of about 900 people was badly hit in the
recent earthquake; not just buildings, but the East Coast
fisheries which have been dramatically changed. The
income of fishers is likely to be cut by at least a half due to
the loss of thousands of paua.
Marlborough Mayor John Leggett has promised
everything will be done to get the community back to
where they were before this event.
“The barbecue was an opportunity,” Rev Dawn said, “for
people to get together to tell their stories, catch up with
new information and to encourage one another – and
was greatly appreciated by the community”.
Truckloads of groceries have been received from all
over the diocese. Some goods will be stored and put into
Christmas hampers. “People are so generous,” Dawn said.

From left, Bishops Victoria and Richard, Margaret
Woodill and daughter Nicky – Kaikoura.

A resilient community

Awatere’s Parish Nurse Rachael Westenra and her
husband Warren set out about 1.30am, soon after the
quake hit on Monday November 14. They travelled
around the district of Seddon, visiting the elderly people
in her care. In one street people had gathered around
a brazier, huddled in blankets, supporting one another.
There was also a gathering at the school for those who
just wanted to be around other people.
In spite of the disarray people were generally calm even
with big aftershocks happening. Rachel returned to her
elderly clients the next day to help them clean up and
regain some normality. She feels people are more resilient
this time after their experience of the 2013 earthquake.

On Angel’s Wings

Within a week of the 7.8 magnitude earthquake in
central New Zealand, Bishop Richard and Bishop Victoria
were making every effort to visit the damaged parts of
their dioceses.
Some members of the Canterbury Four Wheel Drive
Club, led by Annette Marr, were all set to take the two
bishops through the inland route State Highway 70
to visit Waiau, Rotheram and Kaikoura. Unfortunately
another strong aftershock had caused another slip on the
road and the general public were not permitted through.
Not daunted, these two determined bishops hitched a
ride the next day, leaving from Rangiora with the Rev
Derek Harding of Blenheim in his (and Rev John Neal’s)
Piper Cherokee Warrior ll.
Armed with dry goods and a stash of butter they
landed at Kaikoura airport to meet up with Rev Kevin and
Sandy Topp, and other leaders from the Anglican and
Presbyterian churches.
The reports on church buildings seemed good, but the
infrastructure of the town was badly damaged and the
greatest cause for concern for the church leaders was for
people in the rural areas surrounding the town. Prayer
was high on the list as part of the visit and it was great to
learn that a non-denominational service had been held
earlier that morning in bright sunshine.
It was an emotional service but at the end of the final
song ‘How Great Thou Art’ a woman cried out ,“Three
cheers for Kaikoura!” And the crowd responded in kind
with three great whoops of joy.
In a later update from Kaikoura, the church has been
yellow stickered, so let’s keep the congregation and
earthquake affected communities in our prayers, not
forgetting the Edgar and MacKinnon families who each
lost a loved one in the quake.
Thank God for Derek and his ‘angels wings’ which made
it possible for the two Bishops to travel into Kaikoura.
Afterwards he took Bishop Victoria back to Rangiora
to waiting transport and because Bishop Richard had
missed his Christchurch flight, he flew him across the Alps
to Nelson before returning home to Blenheim.
Three cheers for the willing and obliging pilot!
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Is this Church?

Two days of listening, talking, going on a journey,
meeting with people and looking at ideas to take back
to our place. This was the Anglican Care Conference
hosted by our diocese at the Elim Centre in Stoke.
There were people from around the diocese to listen
and people from lots of other places to tell us their
stories.
We heard about the big picture from a research
perspective on what is happening in New Zealand
and were challenged a bit when Alex Penk suggested
he was there to disturb us. He suggested it is hard to
do social justice in a disengaged society but we could
become a creative minority.
We also had the chance to understand the role of
government as Moira Underdown from the Ministry
of Social Development reminded us of the issues
government is focused on, especially vulnerable
children and family violence. How can we work
together to make a difference? By community
investment and being more connected, more joined up.
A panel provided a chance to ask questions and
receive some answers. They challenged us asking,
‘What is the one change we could make that would
bring about a difference in our own back yard?’
The work of the Wellington Boys and Girls Institute
(BGI) which has been a youth service provider for 133
years, came into focus as Ross Davis told us about his
journey from Auckland to Taita. Working with youth
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is always a challenge but we need to be creative,
stepping outside the box.
There were plenty of challenges for us in the
workshops looking at the work of the Wellington
City Mission, the Pike River tragedy from Tim Mora’s
perceptions as one closely involved in a pastoral and
leadership role at the time; ICONZ and Adolescent
Health.
First up on day two was Ian Blair speaking about the
Rural Support Trust work in the top of the south. It
reminded us of the large rural area we live in and how
we might better interact with those people who often
suffer hardship and find it difficult to reach out for help.
Dave Mann from the Hope Project, provided an
opportunity for us to hear about their mission of
getting the gospel into every home using a wide range
of media and how to use opportunities to engage
secular New Zealanders in a religious discussion.
Throughout the conference we were reminded of
some important words such as love, compassion,
connectedness, authenticity, conversations and being
ourselves. As Christians working in the community we
need to be authentic in what we do and speak freely
about what is important to us.
The last workshops of the conference offered an
opportunity to hear about the Older Peoples Ministry
across the diocese suggesting the challenge was to
reach out to those in the community and care for those

in need by identifying the issues for older people and
then responding.
Children’s Ministry is one of the ‘gems’ in the diocese
with so many activities involving young people. It’s
about recognising that children are also part of the
church and in many ways, their needs are no different
from adults.
Jono Hesp spoke about Alpha and the many
programmes and opportunities it offers – from
parenting, prayer and marriage courses and the many
resources available online.
Is this Church?
We think it is and we are doing it much of the time.
However, we should be thinking about those services
we are engaged in. How well are these services and
activities working? Are they a priority for us or is there
something that would work better. The conference
offered an opportunity to think and explore new ideas
to take back to our parishes and as Bishop Richard

pointed out, we need to be prepared step out of the
boat!
We heard words that are common such as
connectedness, being on a journey, telling our story,
compassion, love, helping others to name a few.
Is this Church?
I think so.
This whakatauki (proverb) says it well:
Nā tō rourou, nā tāku, rourou
Ka ora ai te iwi’
[With your basket and my basket, the people will
thrive]
This whakataukī speaks not only of working together
for good and bringing the best of what we’ve got,
but also of thriving. We don’t just want people to get
through, we want them to thrive, to be the best they
can be.
Laurie Gabites - Motueka Parish

locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson
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Inspiration for the Journey
The Diocesan Clergy and Lay Leaders Conference
at Lake Rotoiti was like family together; all ages and
stages and we were especially blessed by having
spouses, children and young adults on board as well. It
was doing life together as God’s family – meals and fun
activities, worship and prayer.
The three key speakers inspired us.
Rosemary Dewerse (St John’s College) spoke about
spirituality for the road, initiated by the Holy Spirit; a
free choice that we make every day to follow Jesus. Not
a programme but an unfolding journey, an individual
story and a communal one as well. Her example of
‘discipleship’ was Mary the Mother of Jesus who
throughout her life exemplified faith, curiosity, beauty,
courage, perseverance, humility and hope.
Kevin Ward, a lecturer at Knox College Dunedin,
shared some fascinating insights into church and
culture. Those of us who are Baby Boomers enjoyed his
visual journey through the 60s and 70s but the trend
of decline in church attendance was sobering. Some
reasons for these changes that he gave were:
Secularisation (religion no longer compatible with
modern society)
Post Modernity (decline of confidence in family,
church and government, with a failure in the church to
adapt to new ways of doing church)
Post Christendom (the church has little or no
influence on society)
Ministry and Mission are so important in the present
cultural climate, with many fresh ways of doing church.
The possibilities are endless as we carry forward the
best from the past and find new ways to reach and
bless others which is after all the Great Commission.
Paul Burton, Senior Pastor from Unite Church in
Nelson spoke with passion about leading a church of
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Youth and Young Adults, discipling and mentoring
this vitally important generation who are in the wings
ready to take the reins of the future church.
He shared some key thoughts for leadership and
discipleship:
Mission Clarity – God’s heart is for the lost and
mission is hard work.
Called and Sent – Paul’s mission is to raise up a new
generation of Christian leaders amongst his children
and children’s children. We need to ‘step out’ before we
have all the answers.
Vision – The vision is the capstone (Jesus) being put
in place. Mission is not ours, but vision is. Vision is what
we want to achieve now, keeping the gospel at the
centre of everything we do. Being part of a community
that loves you is more important than a discipleship
course. Health and growth come from intentional
design and not by default. We need to learn how to
gain strength from the ‘still, small voice of God’.
Leadership – ‘I’m going regardless’. The leader has
to go first, realising that the Spirit whispers more than
shouts and we only need clarity for the next step, not
for the whole journey.
Diligence – we need to know what the culture is in
our church and then be diligent about preaching good
sermons, leading good meetings and building good
teams. Realising that whatever I as a leader want the
church to become, I have to be first.
Time – Discipleship and growing the church takes
time and all we have to do is the little bites, God will
take care of the big stuff.
Key talks were later followed by practical workshops.
There was something for everyone and ‘God was in the
house!’
Hilary Ellena

Taking the call to mission seriously – engaging in local communities
Our Parish nurses invited parish nurses and faith
community nurses from throughout New Zealand to
the NZFCNA (New Zealand Faith Community Nurses
Association) conference at the Nelson Hospital.
Thirteen years earlier a basic training course was held
in Nelson and the association was formed. Bishop
Richard who spoke on behalf of the nurses at the
powhiri, encouraged participants to attend, when he
shared in the publicity:
‘If our parishes are taking the call to mission seriously
they will be engaged in their local communities and
will be very aware of the many needs that exist in these
same communities today: in particular the isolation
and loneliness that many people experience. We can’t
be immune to these real issues, not if we wish to be
authentic expressions of the Body of Christ. The parish
nurse is able to offer professional care alongside the
pastoral care implicit in our faith and this is a powerful
combination. It is an incredible missional opportunity.’
Archdeacon Andy Joseph in his role as kaumatua
to the Nelson/Marlborough Districts Health Board,
welcomed everyone to Nelson and blessed our
venture. The scene was set for an affirming and
challenging time of reflection, study, laughter and
dedication. The title of the conference: ‘Called to
Care – Sharing the FCN experience’ was based upon
the affirmation that nurses have felt in the past 13
years, that they had been called by God to fulfil this
unique ministry using their nursing skills in their own
communities. The conference sessions considered
the role of scriptural teaching and pastoral theology,
nursing research, cultural considerations, self-care and
spiritual direction together with the practical issues
involved in the work itself.
Linda Beebe from Southland hospital, Invercargill,
shared her findings on the role of compassion in
nursing in the current climate of time and fiscal
rationing. Parish nurses are in a privileged position
of determining the amount of time they spend with
individuals and groups but are just as susceptible

to burn-out if unsupported by their minister and
congregation. In the Nelson Diocese we are blessed
with having a group of about seven who meet
regularly for support, education and prayer.
We heard from Jane Wulff and Rachael Westenra
about their ‘foot clinics’ and the ministry of the washing
of feet as used at some Maundy Thursday services
before Easter. During the reading of Jesus’ words in
John 13:1-7 and a personal account of being ‘called to
care’ by Phil Preece of Golden Bay, delegates had their
feet washed by the local team (photo above). It was
a quiet moment to reflect that basic nursing care in
parish nursing is both practical and sacramental.
On Sunday there was an opportunity to consider
the ethics of our care when Mary James who works as
a social worker at Nelson Hospice shared with us the
recent arguments for and against euthanasia. This is a
topic challenging health professionals and had been
reviewed by our local team. Phil Preece (Golden Bay)
on behalf of the Nelson parish nurses has since made a
submission to the parliament health select committee
to oppose the bill supporting euthanasia.
The weekend conference was a special opportunity
to be together, and our grateful thanks was expressed
to all those who came and participated in many ways.
We are all better enabled to pursue our calling because
of time spent together and those who personally
shared.
Elaine Tyrrell, Founder of NZFCNA
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Excitement, anticipation and getting ready to roll.
Spring Camp 2016 began with an early start for the
set up crew! Making sure we had all the gear ready to
roll to Bridge Valley. After securing our slightly frazzled
sign to the trailer we headed to the site collecting
some famous Wakefield pies on the way to keep us
going. Little by little the main hall started to take shape
– first the stage, then props and lights, then sound,
before the Spring Camp band started a run through to
prepare for the night ahead.
For the organiser of such an event there is always
a sense of excited anticipation with slight anxiety
until all set up is complete, issues sorted and you feel
ready for people to start showing up. This year was my
last camp, and so no anxiety this time but just peace
knowing this would be the last set up and looking
forward expectantly to what God would do among the
youth and leaders who would be arriving soon from all
over the diocese. As we prayed with our crew before
the night gathering started, I had high hopes for a
special weekend looking at the theme of Jesus, the
way, the truth and the life.

Following Jesus

Friday night kicked off with a welcome from our MC
team. We followed by getting straight into the Bishop’s
Log challenges, run by our amazing Charge crew!
This is a regional competition held over the weekend
featuring ten events of different kinds. I was hopeful
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Nelson could beat challengers Waimea, Marlborough
and West Coast for the win as they hadn’t won the log
in seven years. The Spring Camp band worshipped
up a storm and I spoke on Jesus the way – after this
talk and some prayer, several young people made a
commitment to follow Jesus.
We began the next day with aerobics in the morning,
featuring Spring Campers from way back – Rose and
Jeremy Newton. Then Jeremy set the scene with a
spoken word (complete with finger clicking from cool
cats) and Rose followed up with her take, on Jesus the
way, introducing the characters of Mary and Martha
as she shared her story. Workshops followed with our
local leaders and friends.
‘Bucket-ball’ was the Bishop’s Log team event, a
variation on dodgeball except with buckets and
water balloons and billy cans. In the afternoon at
the confidence course, we ‘high roped it’ in the trees
and rock climbed. Some played Zorb ball, shot some
arrows, played mini-golf before taking to the lake and
kayaking in the beautiful sunshine God had given us.
Saturday night we enjoyed the day’s highlights
courtesy of the amazing video crew. After a hot dog
competition and the wheel of mystery liquids we took
on a more serious note worshipping with the band. I
spoke on Jesus the truth – a chance to reflect on how
God really sees us. After prayer and supper we ended
the night with a movie and rugby on the big screen,
while some laser tagged it in the darkness.

‘The truth of this Jesus fella’

Sunday morning Rose and Jeremy, gave us their take
on the truth of this ‘Jesus fella’. Workshops included a
chat on the influence of pornography for older youth, a
‘Good mental and emotional health’ session, Jesus 102,
and an overview of the whole Bible with a mix of local
speakers and guests.
At the end of the weekend’s challenges for the
Bishops Log, Waimea looked to be in front, before
Nelson finally came through and claimed the glory.
There were the usual disgruntled punters who
demanded a recount of scores, and possibly for good
reason with the rookie youth assistant taking the reins
for the first time, but the judges word was final and
Nelson were victorious!
Guest worship band, City of Light (involved in
previous camps) played for the last time before I spoke
on Jesus the life sharing thoughts on the path of a true
disciple and what a life lived for God is all about. We
finished with prayer ministry time before letting our
hair down for the camp concert – featuring a wealth
of talented youngsters and old fogies. One of the
highlights for me was a raw and honest spoken word
by a young man from the West Coast that brought me
to man tears.

Word and worship

On Monday morning we held the Bishops Cup
competition, a separate bible challenge for leaders and

youth which was again won by Tim Mora and the West
Coast – 4 years in a row and counting.
We wrapped up with the Spring Camp band and an
amazing three piece spoken word from Jeremy, before
Rose preached up a storm and concluded our theme
on Jesus the way, the truth and the life.
After communion and saying our thankyous we
snapped our group photos and said our goodbyes.

Praise God for seven amazing years!

It was a really special last camp for me, filled with
many highlights, stories and powerful God encounters.
I so enjoyed seeing our Charge crew step up in
leadership, our youth making real decisions to follow
Jesus and worshipping with the people I’ve been
walking with over the last seven years.
Nelson winning the log was the icing on the cake
and on my return home late Monday, I fell into a deep
sleep, praising God for an incredible weekend and
thanking him for the opportunities I’ve had to speak
into young lives.
My time as Youth Co-ordinator has been amazing!
A great opportunity to encourage youth leaders, and
play a small part in raising up the next generation
within our great Diocese of Nelson.
Thanks with all my heart.
Luke Shaw
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Ticking the Boxes
What happens when 21 years on, two women who
met in ante-natal class get together?
Nicola Berthelsen from the Waimea parishes and
Kathy King from St Barnabas Stoke are two of the
people employed by the Nelson Diocese from the
Older Person’s Fund. This year they are working
collaboratively with others involved in Anglican Senior
Outreach and elder care throughout the region.
Although each senior outreach/elder care worker’s job
description differs to meet the needs of the local parish
and community Kathy explains, “We all have the vision
of sharing God’s love in the communities we live in.”
Our work is not just to meet the needs of those who
already come to our churches but to reach out to those
who are in our local communities who are searching
and who maybe lonely.

Kathy King and Nicola Berthelsen.
Kathy, Nicola and Yvonne Smyth from the Holy
Trinity parish in Richmond first got together in March
with the objective of working on activities and
events collaboratively that they could invite their
senior parishioners to with the intention that these
parishioners would then encourage others to join in.
“In many ways we are the event planners and
initiators, but we are wanting our parishioners to reach
out to their neighbours and communities to create
connections,” explains Nicola.
The group of three soon grew and now they have
most of the senior outreach/elder care co-ordinators in
the wider Nelson area involved and meeting quarterly
as well as advertising and supporting each other’s
social events. Last month parishioners from Stoke,
Tahuna and Richmond all enjoyed attending a fashion
show hosted by Nicola at St John’s in Wakefield.
In working with the seniors in their parishes the
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group have noted a common theme in
conversations that arise They are conversations
that the group feel are representative of
the concerns in the wider
community among senior
citizens. With this in mind they
have prepared a series of seminars
which will run throughout 2017.
Titled ‘Ticking the Boxes’ these
seminars are designed to alleviate
some of these concerns. Each seminar
will begin with finger food and tea or
coffee at midday followed by a guest speaker and
presentation. They will be held at different parish
venues but will be open to all in the wider community.
By holding the seminars in different parishes the group
hope to be able to reach a wider range of people. If
transport is needed then the seniors contact person in
each parish may be able to arrange this.
The first of these seminars was held at St Barnabas
Church in Stoke with Diane Taylor from Summit Real
Estate speaking on the topic of downsizing one’s
home.
The seminars will be held on the third Wednesday of
each month (except April due to Easter).
Wednesday February 15 at Church on the Hill
Richmond: ‘Staying in your own home’
A demonstration by Access Mobility of home aides
available to make life easier and a presentation by Jo
Kara from Access Support talking about home help
options
Wednesday March 15 at St Barnabas Stoke ‘A
balanced view on Retirement Living Options’ presented
by Troy Churchon from the Commission of Financial
Capability Wellington. Booking for this seminar will be
required
Wednesday May 17 at St Barnabas Stoke: Information
on power of attorney, wills and legal considerations for
seniors presented by Dallas Woods, Senior Law
Wednesday June 21 at St Stephens Tahuna
Healthy eating presented by Age Concern
Wednesday July 19 at Church on the Hill Richmond
Life Stories presented by Age Concern
Wednesday August 16 at St Stephens Tahunanui
Enliven - Positive Aging Services presented by Trish
Armstrong
Wednesday September 20 at Brightwater
Community church
Life without a car presented by Age Concern

Seniors Ministry Leaders L-R: Rev Yvonne Smyth, Richmond; Kathy King, Stoke; Nicola Berthelsen,
Waimea/Wakefield; Margaret Barrett, All Saints Nelson; Gavin Cole, Tahunanui.
Wednesday October 18 at Church on the Hill
Richmond Funeral Planning presented by Anna Loach
Simplicity Funerals
Wednesday November 15 at Brightwater
Community Church
Getting a Promotion - Death from a Christian
Perspective presented by Rev Martin Harrison

These venues are subject to change so check your
local parish for any change to the programme.
We look forward to seeing many of you there.
Kathy King – Stoke Parish [ seniors.stbarnabas@xtra.
co.nz ]

Bishopdale College – Go Deep
Over the last year BTC staff have been working to
develop what we do and keep adapting our training to
be more helpful and more focused on the things that
matter most.
Our Church communities are called by God into
mission in a much-changed world – and a world that
is fast changing all the time. Leaders in our Church
need to be people of deep discipleship and courage,
Graham
Allan (Cathedral)
& Luke
Coordinator).
with a vision
of the greatness
ofShaw
God. (Youth
Recently
an older
Christian said to me that he felt sorry for leaders in

the Church, because they are pouring themselves into
something that the world around, and young people,
just see as irrelevant. I understand what he was saying,
but I can’t agree!
The good news of Jesus is still the power of God
to save and transform, and the community of God’s
people is still at the heart of God’s work in the world
today. I look around and see plenty of young people
Steve
(CMS) &others
YvonnetoMcLean
joining in Church
lifeMaina
and bringing
meet
(Hospital
Chaplain).
Jesus... but it is true I see it far more in some settings
than others. It is abundantly clear that ‘doing church’
the way we have been is not very effective and that
change must continue – we certainly don’t need a
different gospel, but we do need to grow communities
that connect.
That’s what our College must be about; equipping
emerging leaders to learn on the go, to be prepared to
try things and adapt and change, to be full-on about
the gospel and the goodness of God, and to keep
working and pushing to make the connections, to
mentor and disciple, and to grow.
Look for opportunities to connect into this work
across the diocese in 2017!
BTC... Go Deep
Andrew Burgess – Dean
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On a pilgrimage
with Rev Mike Hawke
Earlier in the year I had the privilege of ticking off
three items on my bucket list – visiting the ancient
city of Petra, Gallipoli, Jordan, Israel and Turkey seeing
many ancient sites associated with the biblical story. It
all came about because of an email from the diocesan
office advertising a pilgrimage organised by the Rev
Mike Hawke, who at that time was mission motivator
for the Anglican board of missions. We were a small
group of ten from all over New Zealand, all from a
Christian background and that made for a closer group
and ease of moving around.
Mike’s main passion for the trip was that it be a
spiritual journey for us as much as visiting a lot of
historical sites and so each day included prayer, Bible
readings relevant to the sites, communion at the
garden tomb, evening discussion and singing.
We packed a lot in over the time beginning in
Jordan with a short stay at a Dead Sea hotel and the
obligatory swim/float before moving on to visit places
like Mt Nebo from where Moses had his only glimpse
of the promised land, Madaba with the oldest pictorial
map of the Holy Land in existence and the ancient
Nabatean kingdom of Petra, an amazing city carved
almost entirely out of sandstone canyon walls.
From Jordan we crossed over into Israel and visited
Masada where the 10th Legion Fretensis spent three
years besieging the fortress only to find everyone dead
from suicide when they broke in. The site is a marvel
of engineering but it’s the human story that had the
most impact on me. Initially seeing the decision of the
Zealots to die as free people as heroic my view was
tempered when I researched their history and realised
that today we would classify them as terrorists because
of the atrocities they committed.
In Jerusalem we visited all the main sites including
Bethlehem and walked the Via Dolorossa from
where Jesus was condemned by Pilate to where he
was crucified. We then travelled to Galilee visiting
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Capernaum, Nazareth, Cana, and the Mount of
Beatitudes before flying to Turkey where we went to
Gallipoli and visited all the sites of the seven churches
of Revelation.
Many places moved me. Others that I thought would,
did not. The Holy Sepulchre Church built over the
site of the crucifixion and burial of Christ with all its’
ornamentation was underwhelming. It felt like people
were worshipping the site more than the person of
Christ and what was accomplished there. In contrast
I was in tears at Bethany where we read from John’s
gospel at the tomb of Lazarus which looks as it would
have 2,000 years ago. Ephesus was also impacting as
we stood in the very theatre where Demitrius the silver
smith from Acts 19 incited his riot against Paul.
All in all it was a wonderful time and made all the
more so because of Mike’s passion to see all of us grow
spiritually from the time.
Tim Mora, Vicar of Cobden

Armistice Day on November 11 is a
useful framework to consider the birth of
Jesus. On that day the war memorials in our
town were surrounded by (sadly) numerous
white crosses, each bearing the name of a dead
soldier, a local boy.
The cross is the enduring sign of Christ and in a
similar way (but not the same) the soldiers represent a
great sacrifice for a worthy cause. That God thought us
a worthy cause worth dying for is something hard to
get our heads around. Of course, only the perfect Son
of Man/Son of God could be the perfect sacrifice for our
sins.
But in another way too Armistice Day is a good
context for Christmas. Jesus was born in a spiritual war
zone. The physical war came soon enough with the
hatred for Jesus so intense that Herod slaughtered the
innocent male babies in the hope he would catch Jesus
in that crazy gender cleansing.
Christmas carols don’t seem to resound with the
language of warfare. They focus more on the sheer
happiness of the incarnation, ‘O Come let us Adore Him’.
And the verse ‘If they persecuted me they will
persecute you also’ (John 15:20) does not usually figure
in our Christmas thoughts. Persecution is not festive.
Yet the Church, following the example of Jesus,
has been in a state of spiritual warfare ever since its
inception. But it’s also been involved in all the major
physical confrontations of history, notably in World War
One, the war which moulded CS Lewis and JRR Tolkien
in such an enduring way- (read the book ‘A Hobbit, a
Wardrobe, and a Great War’ by Joseph Loconte in the
Bishop Sutton library)
In the Nelson Diocese Bishop Sadlier became a strong
supporter of the war effort and a very public chaplain
to the soldiers leaving Nelson. He prayed for the troops
before they left for war, and welcomed them home in a
public celebration on the Church Steps.
It was a natural role for him. He had been a military
chaplain to the Australian forces in the 1890’s and
was the obvious choice to be sent on a mission of
encouragement to Anglican chaplains and clergy on the
battlefields of France and Belgium in 1918.

He tended
the wounded at Le
Quesnoy, the French town stormed by New Zealand
troops a week before the end of the war. Tragically one
of his clergy, the vicar of Granity, Rev RH McCombie,
died of wounds just two days before hostilities ceased
and the Armistice was signed.
“I ministered to him in the ambulance during the
battle but he died and was buried at Caudry,” he wrote.
The Diocesan Secretary of the time, Sergeant AE
Hedges, died of wounds in December 1917. The war
took a hard toll on the students of Bishopdale College.
Sadlier had re-opened the college in 1913 with just two
students after securing a Hebrew and Greek scholar, the
Rev JA Rogers. Sadly, by 1918, three out of five of his
students had been killed in battle.
As we gather around the Christmas ham and pudding
it does not feel like war. But this Christian life-which
means taking up our little white crosses- is a spiritual
battle. It’s not of our making but we have chosen as
followers of Christ to enter it.
As Christians heaven-bound we may feel like we are
on more of a cruise liner than a battleship, compared to
many of our brothers and sisters. But like Sadlier we can
help tend to those on the front line, through prayer and
giving, through organisations like Barnabas Fund and
Voice of the Martyrs.
‘If they persecuted me they will persecute you’. Merry
Christmas on the battle front!
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay Parish
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Waimea West – John Mace.

Motueka Parish: L-R Tony Teniasi-Lasei, Isaac
Bensemann, Laura Bowdler, Logan Faulkner,
Rev Russell Pickersgill-Brown.

Buller Parish – from left, Lee
Donaldson, Lois Palmer, Rev Steve
Wockner, Max Price, Bishop Richard.

Waimea West celebrates 150th anniversary of the laying of foundation stone.

The three ordinands, Luke Shaw, Susan Howarth and Victoria Askin stand to the left of +Richard.
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Give Refugees Hope
A few years ago when Syria’s war came close to her home, Rokaya fled
with her family. Like so many others, she thought the fighting would soon
be over and they could return home. Sheltering in neighbouring Lebanon,
she has found life harder than she could ever have imagined. One less worry
is the health of 11-month-old Abdul, thanks to Dr Akram Ziadeh working at
a medical clinic in the Bekaa Valley, home to many refugees.
With few resources and declining rations from the United Nations, most
Syrian refugees cannot afford medical care. In Jordan, Christian World
Service’s partner the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees is
running medical days that are highly prized by refugee mothers juggling
the many needs of their extended family, some with chronic conditions.
Free medicine and referrals to specialists meet some of their medical needs.
Donations to the Syria Appeal were matched by a second grant from the
New Zealand Government.
Since the first Christmas Appeal was launched by Archbishop West
Watson in 1945, CWS has channelled assistance to refugees and others
caught up in a web of poverty and injustice. CWS gives the help that people
want and need through local partners and as part of the ACT Alliance
(Action by Churches Together).
In sharing resources with others, hope becomes real. A father can build
temporary shelter for his family after an earthquake. A mother can get
her child vaccinated. In a world where much is broken, your prayers and
support are a reminder that we can work together to make life better.
Your gift at Christmas will give poor and vulnerable people food,
education and dignity.
Please support the 2016 Christmas Appeal, Give Us Hope. To make a
Christmas donation visit www.christmasappeal.org.nz.

Book Launch (but on a very small scale!)
The Rev Denis Mellsop is publishing his University
thesis (Dip. Ed.) 1960.
Its cover captures the content: a handsome portrait
of Bishop GA Selwyn; the first Bishop of N Z. This slim
volume attempts to cover his work as bishop and
teacher with special reference to his foundation of St
John’s Theological College in Auckland 1843-1853.
Denis researched this complex topic in 1959, his
final year at St John’s College. The reason for having it
published now is that his copy was in poor condition
and he decided he would like to have a copy for each
of his adult children.
This limited edition was quietly launched at our
Cathedral after the 10am Wednesday service on
November 30 (St Andrew’s Day), the anniversary of
his Priesting with four other Deacons in St Mary’s
Cathedral Auckland, 55 years ago.
The book documents the complex achievements and
difficulties of Selwyn in founding St John’s, and then,
with the help of a large bequest from an English friend
(700 pounds) the purchase of many valuable acres in
Meadowbank, Auckland.

The size of the college
expanded to include the
initial Theological College;
the English school; the
Native schools for Boys,
Girls and Infants; a Printing
office; and a farm. Today
the only surviving links
from Selwyn’s foundation
are St John’s Theological
College and Kings College,
Middlemore
Denis served as a priest
in eight diverse parishes
and two chaplaincies.
He retired 20 years ago as Nelson Hospital Chaplain.
He now enjoys Rotary and Probus, reading, writing
poetry and family time with grandchildren in Nelson,
Wellington, Auckland and Sydney.
Cost: $22 – available through Anglican Centre office
(03) 548 3124 or Denis (03) 548 8023
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Christmas – imagine this...
Imagine scrubbing out a large bath and mixing raisins,
peel, suet and spices in it because it’s the only container
large enough to cope with the enormous quantity of
ingredients. You bend over the bath with your sleeves
rolled up and blend those ingredients, before putting
them into hundreds of glass jars collected from your
congregation.
Each November we prepared for the Outreach
Christmas Bazaar at the Anglican Cathedral in Cairo,
Egypt. Several thousand people turned up to have fun;
Egyptians, Ethiopians, Sudanese refugees and expats
from many nations. The money raised was used to
support refugees and medical programmes for the poor.
Imagine choosing presents, preparing special foods,
writing cards, decorating your house, erecting your
Christmas tree and entertaining any guests, Christian
and Muslim, who may arrive. When Christmas is over you
breathe a sigh of relief, but take another deep breath
because 12 days later you will be celebrating Christmas
all over again.
For the millions of Coptic Orthodox Christians,
Christmas is celebrated on January 7, when the Wise
Men arrived at the stable bringing gifts of gold, myrrh
and frankincense to the infant Jesus – born to be king.
Twice the opportunity to enjoy the things that are very
meaningful at Christmas time; glorious Christmas Carols,
midnight communion, and enjoying foods that are
special for people from dozens of different countries.
Living in Egypt, Christmases like this brought for us
diversity and joy.
We were In London in the late 1960s, doing a year’s
medical studies before going on to North Africa. Feeling
far from home, we bought ourselves a pork chop each,
planning to make something special with it in spite of
anticipating a lonely Christmas day as we had just moved
to a new area of London. On Christmas morning we went

off through the snow to the local church to celebrate
the birth of Christ. Imagine our surprise when, instead
of returning to our flat and celebrating alone, we were
invited to enjoy Christmas dinner with a family we met at
the service. Before the sumptuous meal, presents were
distributed to family members and we too were given a
present. That Christmas we experienced as never before,
being part of a large, inclusive, welcoming Christian
family.
Imagine Christmas Day in the early 1970s in the slums
of Tunis, where our church was situated; a packed service
with a congregation of several dozen nationalities, but
with armed soldiers at the gate preventing Tunisians from
entering the church building. After the service, Christmas
dinner in our house next door – stretched to feed 40-plus
strangers, ex-prisoners, kids on drugs, students, Peace
Core kids and some Tunisian friends sneaked in through a
back entrance. We may not have eaten a huge meal, but
what a blessing.
Imagine that very first Christmas over 2,000 years ago
and how it involved such differing groups: the myriad
of angelic beings giving glory to God; the group of poor
Palestinian shepherds drawn to worship and the group
of well-off, even rich, Iraqi scientists (known as the Three
Kings) who fell on their knees before an out-of-wedlock
child, born in a stable, whose parents were about to
become homeless refugees.
God sent his Son to live among us, experiencing the
diversity and challenges of being human, yet born to
bring us life and freedom by dying on the cross for all
humanity.
This Christmas let’s celebrate our diversity worshipping
Jesus, our awesome, amazing God, with every fibre of our
being, keeping in mind those suffering, lonely and lost.
He loves them – do we?
Alice Eaton

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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