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See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers
appear on the earth; the season of singing has come.
Song of Songs 2:11-12

Cover feature: Queens Gardens – Nelson Regional Deanery

Synod 2017!
The annual Synod of the Diocese was held at the
beginning of September at Hills Community Church,
Mapua.
The central unit of the Anglican Church legally and
spiritually is the diocese. When the Anglican Church
speaks about the ‘local church’ from the perspective
of the world-wide communion it is referring to the
diocese. Here in Aotearoa/New Zealand the Dioceses
make up the Province (of the same name) by a
‘voluntary compact’ in 1857 – the constitution that
was ratified by Parliament (the Church of England
Empowering Act) in 1928.
A General Synod was established that governs
our common life, but within that, each diocese is
autonomous, guiding and directing its own life under
the leadership of the Bishop and the governance of its
Synod – we are a ‘synodical’ church. Synod therefore,
is the opportunity where we, Bishop, Clergy and Lay
consider the life of our Church.
This year we welcomed several new members with
many parishes taking up the challenge to include
younger people as Synod members so that we can
have confidence in the Church moving ahead with
relevance. At the same time we adjusted the way we
do the business of Synod to ensure there is more time
for networking and even the inclusion of workshops.
Interspersed with all the business were seven (short)
videos of people from our parishes sharing something
of their journey to faith. These were a highlight.

Some of the motions
focused on social
justice issues such as
the ‘living wage’ with a
call to ensure diocese
and parishes take this
seriously when we
employ lay people to ministry positions. The issue of
euthanasia was debated at Synod with a unanimous
call for the Bishop to write to the select committee
expressing the concerns of the Synod. Health and
Safety issues were also at the forefront of much
discussion as the diocese comes to terms with the
new Health and Safety legislation. ‘Motion 29’ (as it
has become known) – the report of the small working
group on the blessing of same-gendered relationships
– generated much ‘behind-the-scenes’ discussion, but
in the end, the report was left to lie on the table, and to
call a special one-day synod committed to considering
this issue. Reports by parishes and committees were
presented and paint a very positive picture of life in the
Diocese of Nelson.
It was a very warm Synod with a strong sense of
‘family’. We are deeply grateful to the parish of Mapua
for their generous hospitality.
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Stoke parish youth music team lead worship at the Synod
service.

To mark the 125th anniversary of NZCMS, All Saints parish
presented Steve Maina (General Sec NZCMS) with the
Bible that belonged to Della Hunter-Brown one of the first
CMS missionaries from Nelson (early 1890s).

Loaves and Fishes – All Saints Nelson
It was 1987 when Malcolm Welch, then the vicar
at All Saints, offered to host a project to help bridge
the gap between the haves and the have-nots. The
‘Loaves and Fishes’ outreach was born along with
the Night Shelter for men which was built on what
was the parish picnic lawn. Over the past 30 years
this ministry has catered for thousands. Currently full
dinner-type meals are served at noon on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, so that at least on the
middle days of the week no-one in central Nelson need
go hungry or lonely beyond midday. Donations are
greatly appreciated and required to keep this valuable
self-supporting project afloat. They can be made at
givealittle.co.nz/cause/loavesandfishes30thbirthday#.
An answer to prayer
As we needed a new fridge, I
decided I would set out to visit
the city’s appliance stores. It
was my intention to go round
every business reminding them
of what Loaves and Fishes does,
why we do it and our immense
value to the community.
God beat me to it with a
totally different plan. I popped
into the Salvation Army store
next door over another matter and while there I
casually asked, “Do you ever have second hand
fridges?”
“Oh yes,” the assistant said, “We got one in this
morning, come out the back and look at it.” There it
was. I was staggered. Right before my eyes was the
same sized, same looking fridge-freezer as the one we
were trying to replace. The assistant apologised that

there were no vege bins with the fridge. I checked
the measurements, rushed to the Loaves and Fishes
kitchen, collected our vege bins from the old fridge,
and they fitted the new one perfectly! My search
started and ended at the Family Store. God is good.
I will answer them before they even call to me. While
they are still talking about their needs, I will go ahead and
answer their prayers! – Isaiah 65:24
God remembers our prayers
In 2009 Joss Ward our valuable
Wednesday Loaves and Fishes
cook, heard Steve Apirana sing
and share his testimony of how
he came to faith in Jesus. Steve
is an ex street kid musician from
Christchurch who was involved in
a project called The Lighthouse
during the 1980s, similar to
Loaves and Fishes. He became
well known in New Zealand for his music, friendly way
with people and great sense of humour.
Joss felt led to pray way back then that Steve would
come and sing at Loaves and Fishes. As it happened,
Steve was invited to Nelson cathedral recently and
after a conversation with Dean Mike Hawke he came
to sing at Loaves and Fishes. We pray that his visit and
testimony of God working in his life will bear fruit
among our diners who are interested in spirituality and
are looking to see how Christ’s followers in Nelson care
about them as individuals who’ve had a very rough
ride in life to date.
The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great
power and wonderful results – James 5:16
Alison Mountfort – Loaves and Fishes Co-ordinator
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Grow
Study
Serve
Our young interns
We are quite familiar with the idea of apprenticeships
– where you learn your trade by working alongside
someone more experienced. Well, that is how an
internship works. Internships are a way to develop a
person’s confidence and competence in ministry, but
ultimately it is about developing them as disciples as
they discern God’s call on their life by undertaking
some practical ministry experience and integrating this
with some formal learning.
What is most important for any internship
programme are the relationships that grow the
intern as a disciple: There is the ‘supervisor’ who is
the person the intern is working alongside; and there
is the ‘mentor’ who focuses on the more personal
development of the intern. In particular, the actionreflection model of learning is vital, as the intern
reflects on their ministry experience, how they feel in
the situations they face, and ultimately how they see
God in action – both in themselves and in others.
In our diocese, we have several internship pathways
that help students integrate faith, life, and leadership.
First, some parishes have their own internship process,

Izzy Paine:
Two and a half years ago I
was only just beginning the
most soul shaping experience
of my life, a Children’s Ministry
Internship at All Saint’s Church,
Nelson. When I finished high
school in 2014, I was afraid of
the ‘big scary mysterious’ that
was leaving my home town,
my home church. But what I
should have been more cautious of was the ‘big scary
mysterious’ that I found right under my nose, reflected
in the wide eyed wonder of the children I was loving
and caring for.
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where volunteers can engage more intentionally in
ministry while being mentored. Then at Bishopdale
College we support students who are doing some of
the Laidlaw internship papers with 10 hours per week
ministry experience as part of their diploma or degree.
From 2017 Bishopdale College is also offering a oneyear Diploma in Christian Studies programme, focusing
of leadership development with 20 hours per week
practical ministry experience as an intern.
What you are about to read is the experience of some
of our interns: Izzy Paine who has now moved on to
study at Victoria University; Tim Mora, who is about
to complete his Bachelor of Theology degree and has
been an Intern at St Stephen’s
Tahunanui; Georgia Mangelsdorf
and Jeremy Fallows, also at St
Stephen’s, who are doing the
one-year Certificate and Diploma
respectively.
Graham O’Brien
Ministry Educator

Albert Einstein said, ‘The most beautiful thing we can
experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all true
art and science.’
Naturally a timid person, I am likely to avoid the
mysterious and the unknown for as long as I can,
but when I have been thrown into the deep end, or
unwittingly walked into the darkest unknown, I have
found the experience to be equally heart-breaking as it
is heart-building.
The kids I worked with, many from colourful family
backgrounds, amazed me with their joy and love of
life. It is a mystery to me that somehow, despite having
experienced heart-breaking situations, they remained
joyfully experiencing life and strong in their belief in a
faithful God. I won’t forget them.

Tim Mora:

Georgia Mangelsdorf:

I’m currently an intern at
St Stephen’s, Tahunanui.
Greymouth was my former
home, yet Nelson’s been
just as much a home for me
these last two and a half years
while I’ve been studying at
BTC. My internship consists
of three main areas: the after
school Kids Club programme;
Wednesday night youth group
called TRIBE; and involvement with church on Sunday.
Recently we’ve kick-started our young adults group on
Sunday nights, which I facilitate.
Being an intern is an avenue through which I can
be of service and be better equipped to serve. It also
compliments my studies at BTC. I’ve gained good
friends, patience, boldness, confidence and a hunger
to see God at work and know him truly. Being an intern
and working in ministry brings experiences which
cause you to ask the bigger questions. I’m learning to
be a leader and how to grow in leadership. Learning
how to handle things in the moment and to be more
adaptable is all part of the internship process.
Essentially, as I near the end of my internship, I
can see that I was equipped with skills that are not
exclusive to my ministry context. They are applicable
in most situations and most avenues in life and for
this I am grateful. Internships are a blast, if you know
somebody looking to grow and seek God’s calling
on their life, recommend an internship to them, it’s
definitely worth it.

My internship is in Children’s
Ministry at St Stephens,
Tahunanui where I work
with children up to 15 years,
assisting with children and
youth programmes that
are run by the church. One
of them is the after school
programme called Kids Club
which is for primary aged
children.
Being an Intern gives me the opportunity to learn
and grow in the areas that I am passionate about. I
eventually would like to work in different children’s
ministries around the world.
A part of being an intern is working with the
community. It is wonderful to go out and serve others
and in doing so, build relationships with them.
Studying at Bishopdale Theological College teaches
me about being an effective leader and how to
understand different cultures and needs. Through
the Internship at BTC I am growing closer to God and
learning how to trust and serve him.
I am very thankful for what I have learnt. I know I still
have much to learn and I’m really excited about this.

Jeremy Fallow:

felt that I could benefit personally from it in my
relationship with him. As he’s calling me to this
ministry, I want to stay obedient to him. One of the
massive insights I’ve got from doing an internship can
be the challenge of constantly working with people,
and trying to accommodate their needs and wants.
But it’s also a place to continually grow and strengthen
your relationships with others. I’ve learnt that nothing
in ministry and in general life is possible without God’s
guidance and grace.
As a disciple I want to be in tune with his song and
enjoy the benefits of a Christ-centred ministry. I hope
to apply my learning regularly through interaction
with the worship team members, whether that’s at our
weekly practices, Sunday services or at our training
evenings.

I’m doing a worship
internship at St Stephens,
Tahunanui. I have the privilege
of overseeing the 10:30am
service worship team. Doing
this, I lead worship regularly,
give training to the team, run
weekly practices and general
administrational requirements.
To me, being an intern is a
joy! It means I can train for
ministry in a way that can be applied and passed on.
I’ve learned some extremely valuable skills that I will be
able to use for the long haul in ministry.
I chose this path because God called me and I
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The theme for our Annual Convention of the Mission
Order of St Paul ‘Make space for God and surprising
things will happen’ was well articulated by Alan Wright.
The day that followed was one of invitation and
challenge.
There was an Invitation to go deeper in God, to
enjoy his company, to ‘play’. There was a sense of Jesus
wanting to affirm his delight in us and our guest Fiona
Pavlova certainly modelled a unique way of expressing
wonder through dance and movement.
Individually and collectively we shared and
celebrated fresh insights of God working in our
lives. There was encouragement to enlarge our
capacity to receive God’s promise that he is ‘able to
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work in us’.
There was Challenge as Brother Ned, Prior of the
Anglican Benedictine Order in Sydney, firmly and
lovingly provoked us to think about and engage with
the world-wide issues of the day that are confronting
us. We were challenged to deepen our biblical literacy
and our relationship with Jesus in these uncertain
times.
The synergy of our small but united community, as
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we follow Jesus, created an experience of learning,
creativity and a willingness to wrestle together with
the issues. After all, God does not intend the full
burden of church leadership to rest only upon its
ordained leaders. We recognised that our role as a
Mission Order is to help God’s people to discover the
answers for themselves in Christ, recognising that
all true leadership is led by the Spirit of God. The
challenge is for us to be obedient to God’s call.
This caused me to appreciate that our Mission Order
is more an organic community, than an institution,
recognising that members of the Order are challenged
to build new and fresh communities of faith beyond
the church. We had chosen the bee and the hive as our
motif for this year’s conference in the understanding
that the early church was also an organic missional
movement. Like this early church we need to adapt
and develop new models to help us communicate the
life of Jesus effectively in love. Our life and ministry
together must always be centred on Jesus, always
seeking for his life to flow through us to a needy and
thirsty world.
Susan Howarth – Nativity Parish, Blenheim
Presbyter in the Mission order of Saint Paul

Rev Steve and Karen Jordan
‘New found gems’ in the diocese from the ‘Black Country’
Steve and Karen were born in the ‘Black Country’
(West of Birmingham), so named by Queen Victoria in
the days of towering chimneys and a blanket of soot.
Neither of them had a church upbringing.
Steve was 15 when his father died in 1973 of TB,
contracted in the army in India in 1944. He grew up in
a strongly anti-Christian house but at boarding school
was confirmed. His mother, an atheist, did not attend
the service. For some years after, Steve functioned as a
‘Christmas and Easter Christian’. As he had no appetite
for university, he was told he should consider a career
in the army or the church. “Not the church!” said Steve.
He went on to Sandhurst (officer training) at age 18.
After serving his short term commission, he left to join
West Midlands Police but maintained his links with the
army, being a major in the Territorial Army, and was
called Colonel when he went on peace missions.
In 1986, aged 28 he was hospitalised, seriously
ill with peritonitis. The chaplain who gave Steve
Communion told him he had been ‘saved for a reason’.
His church attendance became more frequent after
that.
When working for the police in Coventry Steve
became closely associated with the ‘Community of
the Cross of Nails’. This seemed to prepare him for his
1995-97 ‘chapter’ when he went as the Commanding
Officer of the British Police Contingent on two peace
missions to the Balkans. There he essentially wore three
hats (Army, Police and Diplomatic Service). The day he
received the invitation to the Balkans he had woken up
‘knowing he was going to be a priest’, and saw the call
later in the day to the peace mission as an outworking
of his call.
His first stint in the Balkans was 13 months and he
went back a second time as a diplomat. In 1998 he
returned to Birmingham with a strong sense of calling
and rekindled a friendship with Karen from university
days. He and Karen then started ‘walking out together’
and were married in 2000.
Steve gained promotion in the police to become

Senior Chief Superintendent of Birmingham, which
translates as being Number Two Cop with 4,500 staff.
In 2007 he ‘retired’ from the police to train for the
priesthood and was ordained deacon in 2010 and
priest in 2011. His experience in the UK is in rural
ministry.
Karen left school and initially worked in banking
before heading to university. After graduating she
joined British Gas plc as a Graduate Trainee and was
soon qualified as a Chartered Management Accountant
(she is now a Fellow of CIMA). She worked more than
20 years in the UK energy industry, the latter half with
National Grid plc. She moved from finance roles into
governance and risk management, then commercial
and project management and latterly as a leader in
National Grid’s UK Construction Executive. She also
held a number of Non-Executive Directorships in UK
Government Departments of State.
During their courtship Steve and Karen attended an
Anglo-Catholic church where their friend was a curate,
and Karen was confirmed. Previously she had been a
Methodist and like Steve, something of a Christmas
and Easter Christian.
After leaving National Grid plc, Karen worked as an
independent business consultant and then for the
Ministry of Defence as a civilian Two-Star General. It
was the lure of their godchildren in Greymouth that
brought them to New Zealand.
Steve has recently been licenced as a self-supporting
Assistant Priest at Nelson Cathedral, assisting Dean
Mike Hawke. Karen has four roles at present: She is
a Lay-Canon on the Cathedral Council; works for the
Diocese of Nelson as our Safety and Standards Advisor;
is a Lay Member of the Nelson Lawyers Standard’s
Committee; and is one of five Directors on the Board of
City Rail Link Ltd, building the underground railway in
Auckland.
We are truly blessed to have them in our diocese.
David Hollingsworth – Bishop’s Chaplain
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Westport to Tanzania
Steve Wockner’s eyes opened wider!
Tanzania is on the eastern side of the African
continent with Kenya and Uganda to the north,
Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo to the west, and Zambia, Malawi and
Mozambique to the south. Its eastern coastline is
the Indian Ocean. Africa’s highest mountain, Mount
Kilimanjaro is in north-eastern Tanzania.
Vicar of the Buller parish on our West coast, Steve
Wockner, was given the opportunity by Bishop Richard
to travel on a two-week mission to Tanzania at the
invitation of Bishop Given Gaula of Kondoa. Steve
jumped at the chance and along with the vicar of the
Rangiora Anglican parish in Christchurch, Andrew
Allan-Johns, flew to the city of Dar es Salaam in
Tanzania, then on to Dodoma followed by a three-hour
drive north to Kondoa.
While staying with local missionaries who lead the
Kondoa Anglican Bible College, they preached at the
graduation service for the Bible College students,
held a seminar for the students and preached at the
cathedral on the Sunday. From there it was missionary
work in remote villages in the diocese of Kondoa.
Steve and Andrew had prepared ten messages under
the title The Kingdom of God has come near you. Using
chapters 9 and 10 of Luke’s gospel the aim was to
convey the power and authority of the church in the
name of Jesus to advance God’s kingdom by healing
the sick and casting out evil spirits. Training others in
this important work was a key outcome so that the
local people were not dependent upon special visitors
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to see the signs of God’s kingdom among them.
The first visit into the rural areas was to a Masai camp
called Masada which has a newly planted church that
meets under a tree next to the house of their chief.
In gospel terms he was the person of peace who had
welcomed the gospel. It was obvious in this remote
place without a school that most of the children had
not seen white faces before and many times the
Sharing Our Ministries Abroad (SOMA) team were
aware that this amazing cultural experience was
probably available to very few people. They were told
that the Masai are slow to commit to Christ but when
they do they are very firm in their faith. After healing
and deliverance the team took time to bless the
families and the cattle and were privileged to baptise
25 people on the second day, starting with the chief.
They were told that on the following Sunday 70 more
people were baptised, the church was on its way.
They also spent time in two remote villages –
Mpendo and Wakense – which had populations of
about 350 people each. The animals, cows and goats
were much smaller and more docile than their New
Zealand equivalents. Steve noticed that the local

people used water from reservoirs very wisely, people
and animals drinking sparingly. People would break a
stick off a tree and suck it for moisture, also using it as a
toothbrush. Power in most villages is a solar panel and
a 12volt battery and most villagers had an electric light
and some even had a television.
Villagers lived in traditional mud huts and welcomed
their visitors with flat wheat bread (chapati) eaten
plain or with wild honey or raw sugar for breakfast. A
goat was slaughtered to make goat stew for lunch and
dinner with rice. The visitors stayed in guest houses
nearby. At the Masai village, the people had built a
special ‘choo’ for the guests – a basic structure with a
hole in the ground for a toilet. The local custom was
to just use the bush! Showering was a bucket of warm
water and soap powder for washing and cold water for
rinsing. Soap powder was cheap and was used instead
of soap by the villagers.
Conversing with the Swahili speaking locals was a
problem and they needed a translator with them at
all times. Steve got a real understanding for what it
must be like to be a refugee in another country, feeling
powerless and disorientated.
‘Survivor’s guilt’ kicked in for Steve towards the end
of the trip at the thought of leaving these special
people behind to continue in their poverty and
suffering. The visit has obviously been a watershed for
Steve and he is bound to be keen to return again if the

opportunity presents itself, God willing.
Thanks to the support of the Parish of Whangaparoa,
reverse mission from Kondoa will be happening in
New Zealand when two of the diocesan clergy, Pastors
Tito and John, visit in October. A Bible project is under
way thanks to the generosity of a private donor and
500 Swahili Bibles were purchased from the Tanzanian
Bible Society in Dodoma, as the first outreach to equip
the Kondoa Diocese with the word of God.
SOMA is a short term mission agency called by God
to serve the Anglican Communion and the worldwide
Church, primarily:
● By building up and equipping the Body of Christ
● Through the renewing power of the Holy Spirit
● Principally through short-term cross cultural
mission (at the invitation of the local Bishop)
● For the transformation of individuals, churches
and communities.
SOMANZ is affiliated to SOMA International which
came into being at a renewal in the Holy Spirit
Conference in Lambeth England in the late 1970s.
SOMA began in New Zealand in 1998 and since
its inception has sent over 50 teams in short-term
missions to different dioceses in Africa, Asia and the
Pacific regions. It works alongside the Anglican Board
of Missions in New Zealand to facilitate God’s mission
through the Anglican Church.
Hilary Ellena – Editor

From left, Steve Wockner, Bishop Given Gaula and
Andrew Allan-Johns.
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Exciting trends in Children and Families Ministries
Everyone needs opportunities to refresh and revitalise
their ministry. Training offers this and more. It is a vital
aspect of any ministry.
Each year training options are available both within
the diocese and beyond; so many that it is often difficult
to decide just which course will offer the most benefit.
These training courses can also be seen as opportunities
to gain further understanding in this important ministry
area. It would be a wonderful encouragement if clergy
came along with their children’s ministry and parish
management team reps.
Internationally, Children and Families Ministry always
has exciting new methods being developed for discipling
children in an engaging way, especially in terms of

the Bible narrative. Godly Play is quite new to New
Zealand and is one method that I, personally, have found
incredibly effective. In June the diocese offered training
days in Blenheim and Nelson in this method of telling the
stories of our faith. The training has impacted those who
attended.
The Scripture Union (SUNZ) has a history of offering
children’s ministry training. It is always a mixture of
theology with practical ideas. Annually SUNZ runs
Way2Go training days in some of the bigger New Zealand
centres. This year I attended the Wellington Way2Go with
one of the diocesan interns.
Sue Fallow – Children and Families Ministry
Enabler (CFM)

I came away inspired and impacted. I chose to attend
this workshop because in my church community many of
the children have English as their second language.
To begin with we were led through a story time as the
trainer would in her children’s ministry. We were asked
to experience this time without rushing ahead in our
thoughts about the how and the where of what we
were experiencing. I was jiggling with excitement on the
inside. Everything that I saw told me we were about to
experience something special.
Our trainer told us the
story of Abraham and
Sarah. She began the
story by spreading out a
sand bag and telling us
about the desert. With the
movement of the sand and
the description of the desert the trainer set the scene. The
movement was gentle and the words economic enough
to set the scene but not fill all the time that the desert was
being created. The story carried on in this manner; even

the steps of the small
wooden figures as
they laboriously made
their way through the
desert millimetre by
millimetre had impact
upon me the listener. I
could feel the difficulty of the travel and the insecurity of
that vast place and how they walked in faith in the desert
listening to the voice of God
I was transported to the place of childlike wonder and
engagement with the story where I felt, heard, saw and
could almost taste it as it unfolded. Yes, we did have to do
more than listen to well scripted bible
stories during our training, we each
had a turn in the hot seat being the
story teller, quite nerve racking! I hope
this has sparked your interest and
maybe I’ll see you at the next Godly
Play training.
Faye Vaughan – Victory Parish, Nelson

My first impression was surprise at the numbers
attending (400), which gave me hope and made
me realise that I am part of a much bigger and
ever-growing ministry.
After a time of enthusiastic worship, the theme
‘Setting SAIL’ was unpacked.
Serve - Our role in this ministry area is one of
serving the children and families in both our
churches and community.
Advocate - It is the role of those in this area of
ministry to continuously advocate for children and
their rights.
Integrate - Including children in all areas of
ministry is important for their growth. Churches
should move intentionally towards inclusivity and
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being intergenerational.
Love - A reminder of the
unconditional love Jesus
showed to everyone he met and
our responsibility to continue to
demonstrate that to all.
Out of 25 diﬀerent workshops,
I went to The Battle for Boys,
Positive Discipline and Go
Ballistic.
The workshops were focused around the theme of
showing each child the same love and compassion
that Jesus showed children.
Georgia Mangelsdorf – Tahunanui Parish, Nelson

an indomitable bundle of action
– for children and young people
This year I had the privilege to walk beside
someone seeking to obey the call from
God that she rest from ministry and she
followed that call and returned to family in
the UK. Many readers might not have met
the indomitable bundle of action that is
Miranda Warner and so may not appreciate
just how challenging this call was for her.
Those who have met her will have seen
something of God’s determination for
justice and active compassion for the poor.
Even in agreeing that God knows best,
she remains deeply conflicted about laying
down her work with children. In many ways
(privately and publicly) Miranda is a point
where the church and the world meet. She’s
out there on the ‘edge’ of community, trying
the very best she can to be Christ’s body in
action.
Only a select few will have seen up close
the beautiful way that God has put Miranda
back together after being spiritually bruised
and broken earlier in life. Maybe the most
significant part of her journey of restoration

is that God was able to tune her ears to
always listen for three things: the cry of
the needy, the sound of God’s voice and
the story of her own vulnerability. In the
New Zealand winter of 2015, while Miranda
walked the El Camino, she shared written
reflections and prayers with the parish.
Here is one prayer that shows she was
listening: Lord, today I recognise how jumbled
and confused I am. Significantly restored and
put back together in so many ways but also
still far more in touch than I realised with my
broken responses, my stress and my fear. I
choose... that these reminders of my frailty
and dependence can lead me to give myself
yet more fully into your grace and care.
Currently Miranda is resting in the only
way she knows; by investing in relationships
and deepening friendships.
She has done much to stimulate mission
and discipleship in our parish and we pray
God will continue restoration in her and
through her.
Simon Martin – Vicar, All Saints
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Sacred geography
– appreciating location in the Holy Land

Earlier this year I attended a course in Israel entitled
‘Historical and Geographic Settings of the Bible’, with
50 other (mainly American) students. The course was
run at Jerusalem University College, which sits on
Mount Zion just outside Zion Gate, and was one of the
first buildings to be built outside the walls of the old
city in the nineteenth century. Parts of it are literally
hewn out from the rock – like the hallway just outside
my dorm!
If I had to pick one word to describe the atmosphere
in Jerusalem, it would be a feeling of tension. Being
so close to the Old City was incredible – every day
we were able to wander the streets and experience
the bustle of modern Jerusalem and yet be aware
of how much history these streets have seen. At
the same time, I found it a jarring juxtaposition to
encounter 18-year-old soldiers casually toting their
AK-47 machine guns through the streets. Security
is a significant concern, yet any incidences remain
oddly localised. One evening we were at the Western
Wall for the start of Shabbat, when some Palestinians
stabbed an Israeli soldier and were shot in return. The
whole plaza was shut, and entry was barred to anyone
new – and yet, we didn’t learn what had happened
until the next morning when we read the news. Life in
Jerusalem continues despite the continuing tensions
of the Middle East.
Most of our lectures took place on location, so we
spent a lot of long days moving from place to place by
bus – luckily, with wi-fi! We also stayed overnight at the
Negev, Nazareth, and the Sea of Galilee. While for some
people the sense of ‘walking where Jesus walked’ is the
main reason for visiting the Holy Land, this wasn’t my
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primary motivation for visiting, or what I took away.
Instead, I appreciated the sense of ‘location’ which I
gained from my trip, and being able to think about
places in relation to each other. I realised that some of
the visual images that I carry in my mind of the Holy
Land come from storybooks, or from ‘Jesus movies’, but
actually don’t convey the geography of the land itself.
The combination of lectures and on-site visits was
really helpful for my grasp of sacred geography.
Despite loving this course and the people I did it
with, the experience which I found the most profound
was the time I spent in Bethlehem as an independent
tourist. There was something quite visceral about
walking through a checkpoint from Jerusalem to
Bethlehem and being waved through without having
my documents checked – while a line of Palestinians
moving the other way waited in the heat to have their
permits examined. The injustice of this experience
was compounded by the conversations I had over the
next two days – with my tour guides, with the staff at
Bethlehem Bible College, with the Muslim family living
in a refugee camp who we shared a meal with as they
ended their daily Ramadan fast.
The words of one of my local hosts encapsulated
these two days well, for as she observed, “The
extremists ruin it for everyone. Most of us just want
to get on with our lives and to be able to visit our
friends on the other side of the wall when we choose.”
Life is difficult for our Christian brothers and sisters in
Palestine – and it is for them, as well as for all who live
in the land, that we pray for peace in Jerusalem.
Kate Dugdale – Director, Bishopdale Theological
College

Servants of Our Servant Lord
The gospels contain a lot of what Jesus did but not
everything.
In the very last verse of John’s gospel, in somewhat
hyperbolic fashion, the writer tells us that Jesus did
a lot of things that were not written down. So many,
that if they were cobbled together in books, the whole
world would not be big enough to contain them!
If we were to add up all the years of service of all the
bishops, clergy and lay people in this diocese over the
last 159 years we could make a similar but much more
modest claim.
At the very least you could fill a large bookshelf
with the story of their service. So many people in so
many parishes, doing so many things, in service to the
Master!
Jesus had a lot to say about why we should serve
him. In one of those short but rich passages where
we are thinking, at least initially, ‘Jesus, explanatory
footnotes please’, he is teaching his disciples the true
nature of the master/servant relationship.
The passage is Luke 17:7 -10. The key verse is verse
10 So you also, when you have done everything you were
told to do, should say `We are unworthy servants; we
have only done our duty’.
The servant comes in from the fields at the end of
the day and serves supper to his master first, before
he himself sits down to eat. There is no thank you to
the servant because the servant is just doing what is
expected of him.
The true servant of Jesus has no reason for pride.
Self-importance or ego must be plucked out by the
roots and replaced by a sense of unworthiness.
Once I washed pots and pans in the kitchen of a
busy restaurant. The pots and pans, some with burnt
bottoms, would come sliding along the stainless steel
bench to the pot scrubber at wash-up time! A menial

and bottom-of-the-pecking-order type job to be sure.
Yet I was duly paid for my work and could expect
nothing more, not even a thank you.
I think in these verses Jesus is on about the
motivation for serving. Heaven is a place where we
receive the wages for the labour done on earth. But
those wages and their reward are not our prime
motivation. Our prime motivation is gratitude, the
reciprocating of his love for us.
In the light of Calvary nothing we can ever do for the
Saviour is sufficient to recompense him for what he has
done.
After we have done all that is commanded of us
we must still admit that we are unworthy servants
who have only done our duty. We are fallen and
undeserving, but God’s grace has been poured into our
hearts through the suffering and resurrected Son.
In Motueka’s High Street there is a rose garden
beautifully maintained by those servant-hearted
people, Nelmac. The Pethybridge Rose Garden was
named to ‘perpetuate the outstanding service by
Charles E Pethybridge Esq over a period of 50 years
(1914 and 1964) to the company of WD and HO Wills
(NZ) Ltd’. It’s unique I think in its public recognition
of a worker by his employer and is a delight today to
anyone lunching among its roses and trees.
Yet I am sure Mr Pethybridge received his wages
for his work and most likely did not expect anything
beyond his due.
And nor can we. We cannot expect to graduate from
being pot-scrubbers or have a rose garden named after
us, or even desire to hear a ‘thank you’.
We are unworthy servants and when our serving the
Lord is over, we should only wish the right to say ‘We
have only done our duty’.
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay Parish
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begin your greatest
adventure
Several parishes worked together to give people the opportunity to experience the ‘new’ Alpha, culminating in the
Holy Spirit day at Bridge Valley camp.
Michele McDonald, Stoke Parish shares her experience of Alpha.
As a teenager I left the church and spent many years
living without God, but about 9 years ago, I became
a Christian and came back to church. I had never
previously attended an Alpha course but was happy to
lead a group.
The talks and group discussions were very useful and
I felt I opened the door to accepting Jesus in my life in
a much deeper way than ever before. Having the space
and time to go deeply into God on the Holy Spirit
weekend was amazing.
I had always felt comfortable with my gentle and
somewhat safe walk with God. However, during the
final Holy Spirit talk I found myself yearning for the
Spirit to come and touch my life. As I was praying and
listening to the music, I discovered a deep closeness to
God as the Holy Spirit filled me and revealed his love

for me. After that experience I felt changed and knew
I wanted to go forward for prayer. I remember hearing
the vicar pray ‘come Holy Spirit, come’ when an even
stronger and overwhelming experience of the Holy
Spirit occurred.
So intense and so wonderful was the experience I
could not speak for some hours (and those who know
me well will understand how profound that is!). The
impact of these experiences stayed with me for days
and during that time I found my old struggles had
gone.
By truly accepting Jesus into my life and by opening
myself up to the Holy Spirit, I was given an undeniable
experience that showed me I am a child of God, I am
forgiven and I am loved.
Michelle McDonald – Stoke Parish

At the Holy Spirit Day Away there was a palpable sense that God was doing something to bring us
together to be the church empowered in the Mission of God.
Alpha strengthened my faith and I felt refreshed, renewed and closer to God.
I found Alpha a great way to meet with others, share food, and talk about some of the very big
questions in life.

locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson
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Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon - Secretary
General of Anglican Communion, meets up with
(from left) Gordon Taylor (All Saints), Graham
O’Brien (BTC), Bishop Richard, Steve Jordan
(Cathedral), Dean Mike Hawke.
Bishop Richard presents the ‘retirement survival kit’ to
Dean Emeritus Charles Tyrrell at his farewell.

Rev Chris Donaldson (left) is commissioned as the
new chaplain for Wairau Hospital. With him is Rev
Tim Pratt, the National Manager of ICHC (Inter
Church Hospital Chaplaincies).
Taize service in the newly dedicated chapel of St Barnabas,
Nativity Parish Blenheim.

Kirsten Cant, NZCMS Youth
mobiliser, mobilises Synod!

Younger members of Synod catching Intergenerational sharing at Synod.
up during a coffee break.
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Same, same but different
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven
So what’s it like to be back in New Zealand after six
years in Cambodia as NZCMS Mission Partners?
The Southeast Asian phrase ‘same, same but
different’ jumps to mind as we think about our
‘new’ lives in back in Nelson and how much we’ve
changed. Change is of course a given for all of us;
where we live, our relationships and the roles God
has for each one of us. Yet as Christians, God is our
constant, no matter how minor or major those
changes.
A couple of years ago one of our friends noted how
‘kids are a great marker of time – they stop it feeling
like Groundhog Day!’ We take his point as our four
kids keep outgrowing their clothes and that ‘off to
school’ transition suddenly morphs into an ‘off to
university’ transition.
Our family would have to add Cambodia as
another great marker of time. For us, the pace of
life was fast – the lecture and school preparation,
commuting to work through crazy busy traffic, the
heat and lots of big and small dramas associated
with living in a developing country. It may sound
odd, but we used to joke how one year in Cambodia
was the equivalent of two in New Zealand!
Phil loved seeing his dental students put their new
skills into practice in the prisons and church-based
community clinics. It was especially exciting when
some of the Christian students began to see their
career as a way to serve God and show his love to
others.
Here in Nelson, as a hospital dentist Phil has similar
opportunities to show God’s love but in a very
different context.

For Becky, Cambodia meant an awesome bunch
of fellow teachers from all over the word united by
a common calling to serve the third culture kids at a
mission international school. Leaving that all behind
has not been easy, especially as she waits for what
this new season holds for her.
Bryn and Toby loved the challenging ride to school
during monsoon with hidden potholes invisible
under brown floodwaters. The challenge these
days is not getting frostbite as they ride! For Molly,
who doesn’t remember life before Cambodia, pork
and rice or noodles are still her preferred breakfast
choice.
Pippa misses the weekly tuktuk rides to youth
group but enjoys being part of a similar group at our
church even if she’s the only girl there most of the
time! The children still miss their friends, but email
and social media help them to keep up. School here
is great, but extremely different without the Christian
reflections, family atmosphere and spine tingling
praise and worship. They are all making new friends
in Nelson and absolutely love having a dog at last!
Being back in Nelson is where we believe God
wants us to be at this time. But returning involves
much more than a physical shift of bodies and
belongings. Although an exhausting process in itself,
it is over relatively quickly. Shifting our minds and
emotions takes much longer. Transitioning from
‘observing’ life, to ‘living’ life again in this place is a
journey that will take time, but we are grateful for all
who have made space for us and are supporting us
as we walk this road.
Phil and Becky Sussex –All Saints Parish, Nelson

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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[Ecclesiastes 3:1

