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Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to those
on whom his favour rests
Luke 2:14

A hope for light this Christmas
Greetings everyone, welcome to
this last issue of The Witness for 2015.
It has been rather a ‘dark’ year
internationally with the continuing
rise of violent terrorism. Extremism
flourishes when it is able to foster an
extremist response.
All of which makes the Christmas
message ‘peace on earth goodwill
to all people’ on the one hand an
impossible dream, yet on the other a
passionate imperative for us.
To make a dream a reality we must
not become what we hate, a people
violently shouting against the
darkness; but a people turning on

the light – that is Jesus.
I am reminded of the children’s
song I grew up with...
Jesus bids us shine with a pure clear
light
Like a little candle burning in the night.
In this world of darkness, so let us shine
You in your small corner and I in mine.
May the light and peace of Jesus
Christ be at the centre of your
Christmas.
With every blessing
+Richard and Hilary

Synod 2015
‘Cosy’ could be a word used to describe the ‘Second
Session of the Fifty-Sixth Synod’ of the Nelson Anglican
Diocese held at Westport. Clergy, delegates, diocesan
office staff and visitors were welcomed to Westport
with the normal ‘Spring liquid’ sunshine that the West
Coast is famous for. It was great to be all together in
the 90-year-old St John’s Anglican Church with the
rain gently falling on the roof and the heaters cosily
warming the building.
The highlight of Bishop Richard’s sermon this year
was his invitation for those who felt they needed to get
back in touch with their first love, Jesus Christ, to come
forward for prayer in the Sanctuary. It was wonderful
to share in the hunger and vulnerability expressed by
those who came forward. Local intercessors from St
John’s prayed with those who came forward.
The Synod business sessions began next morning
at the local Theatre. This was the only venue in the

small rural town of Westport that could cope with the
needs of Synod. Once again, things were ‘cosy’ as we
were comfortably packed into the main stage area of
the large concert hall. BusinessAmeetings
were
held
dairy farm
in Moana.
in a good spirit and everything ran smoothly. One of
the most amazing things about Synod was how well
Bishop Richard’s chosen theme of discipleship was
dealt with in a number of different but complementary
ways by the clergy of the Mawhera Deanery, who gave
the opening and closing devotions.
Rev Marge Tefft’s passionate and insightful teaching
on the Song of Songs deeply touched all who
were gathered on Saturday morning. Morning and
afternoon teas were also held in very ‘cosy’ conditions
in the back stage area. But, everyone enjoyed the
wonderful spreads provided by the members of the
Buller Anglican Parish.
The rain was still tumbling down when we gathered
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Synod 2015
a warm welcome from Westport
at the Westport Motor Hotel for the Synod Dinner on
the Friday night. This was the first large dinner the new
owners of the complex had to cater for. At 100 diners,
the restaurant that normally caters for 80 maximum,
was stretched to capacity. The after dinner speakers
were Peter Roselli, who attended the only other
Synod ever held in Westport in 1969 and shared some
memories. Jo Duston, Principal of Buller South Primary
School and Mayor Garry Howard spoke (as leaders in
the community) on the blessings and challenges of
living in the Buller today. I shared my impressions from
a vicar’s point of view the following morning.
On Saturday, we were blessed with a fine day which
was great, as clergy and delegates were required to
walk from the theatre to the church for the NZCMS

lunch (which included those famous West Coast
whitebait patties!). Sean and Gill Pawson, guest
speakers, gave a heartfelt talk on their daughter’s
involvement in ‘Freeset’. This organisation offers
employment to women trapped in Calcutta’s sex trade
and Lizzie Pawson has felt deeply called to this ministry
since a young girl. The afternoon session of synod was
soon over after all those months of planning.
The positive feedback we received was very much
appreciated, as we are a small church that has an
average of 50 worshippers on a Sunday. The town was
abuzz with good comments afterwards, with many
businesses and citizens in general being appreciative
of the business that Synod brought to town.
Steve Wockner – Vicar of Buller Parish
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participating in what God is doing
The Common Life Mission Conference run by the
Anglican Missions Board at Kings College in Auckland
gave attendees the opportunity to experience
the richness of our three Tikanga Anglican Church
(Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia).
We were inspired by Rev Dr Chris Wright and many
other speakers and presenters, both from NZ and
overseas with topics as diverse as ‘the Refugee Crisis’,
‘Minita-a-Whanau’ (reaching families for Jesus in the far
north of NZ), ‘Reflections on the growth of the Church
in London’, ‘Dealing with Domestic Violence’, ‘Inside the
Mission of God’ (Rev Dr Andrew Burgess) and ‘Climate
Change in the Pacific’... to name just a few.
Richard and I had the privilege of leading worship
each morning, with four great students from St
John’s College Auckland. Evening worship was led by
a stunning band of young people from the Baptist
Church in Franklin and on the last evening a quartet of

male singers from Auckland Cathedral. How rich and
varied are the musical talents that the Lord has blessed
his people with.
It was a very full week and it isn’t possible to do
justice here to everything that happened. Many
conversations took place during the amazing meals
that were provided by the Kings College catering staff.
Much networking and sharing of ideas was happening
all over the campus as people from all over the Pacific
and much further afield shared ideas and came to
appreciate each other’s points of view and experiences.
The teaching and clarity of vision from the main
speaker Rev Dr Chris Wright from All Souls Langham
Place, London, was outstanding. He summed up the
question ‘What is the mission of God?’ by directing us
to Ephesians 1:9 and 10 – ‘God’s plan is that the whole
of creation should be redeemed and the new creation
populated by the redeemed people from every tribe and

Keynote speaker Rev Dr Chris Wright from All Souls Langham Place, London.
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culture, through the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ’.
“We as the Church should be immersed in what God
is already doing in his world. Our task is to participate
in the five marks of mission using the gifts God has
given us.
Under the Lordship of Christ we are to evangelise,
teach and baptise, show compassion and acts of
mercy, work for justice and care for God’s creation.
Everybody can’t do everything but the whole Church’s
mission includes every member following his/her
calling and using the gifts and talents God has given.
Jesus is Lord of all of life, there is no sacred or secular”.
Chris used God’s whole story – Old and New
Testaments – to reveal God’s amazing plan for his
creation – Exodus 19:1-6.’ Who are we and what are
we here for? Have we lost the plot? The creation, the

Fall, Old Testament Promise (Abrahamic covenant),
Redemption through Christ and the Gospel, New
Testament Mission culminating at the end of time in
the New Creation.
Our lives are framed by what God did in the past,
what he plans to do in the future and today we have an
identity in God’s mission as God’s holy people different
and distinctive, called to be salt and light’. The initiative
is always from God towards us.
From the Maori welcome on the first morning, to the
Eucharist and launching of the Decade of Mission on
the final day, we were made aware that we are a sent
people – ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news’ Ephesians 6:15. ‘Go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!’
Hilary Ellena
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St Andrew’s Home
God is working his
purpose out
On 12 September the St Andrew’s Home at 13
Cautley Steet, Richmond was closed with a formal
blessing and with thanksgiving for the long history of
care for children, ending 128 years of service in various
ways.
At the instigation of the Rev JP Kempthorne the St
Andrew’s Trust was set up by the Diocesan Synod as
St Andrew’s Orphanage Trust on 12 July 1887. The first
two children were placed in care in the home of Mr
Oldham at Atawhai that year.
Initially children were placed in foster care with
families in the Nelson area. In 1889 the Trustees
purchased a house at 26 Waimea Road, apparently
used as a first base for children before they moved into
foster care. In 1890 there were 34 children in care.
The next step was to build a larger home in Kawai
Street behind the Hospital (now the western side of
the Hospital car park). The new St Andrew’s opened
on 16 May 1911 and continued to care for girls until
1966. Often senior girls enjoyed holidays with church
families throughout the diocese.
A new concept in childcare was to have five or six
children in a slightly larger home in a suburban setting.
Canon Wilkens visited residential homes in Australia
and this gave the background to the building of the
new home in Cautley Street, Nelson. This allowed the
house parents and their extended family to live as
part of the local suburban community. The Home was
officially opened on 20 August 1967, although Faith
and Keith Price (House Parents) and the first children,
were in residence from April.
Over the years many children from troubled
backgrounds or through sickness or loss of parents
have found good care and security and good
educational opportunities, thanks to the work of the
various caregivers in the Homes or in private homes.
The Changing Times
Canon Bill Wilkens has given an interesting history
of the early years of St Andrews homes in this diocese.
The government legislation of 1989 meant that a trust
such as St Andrews could no longer give residential
care to children. After lengthy deliberations the St
Andrews Home Society became St Andrews Family
Trust, still owning the house in Richmond, but it was
run by Open Home Foundation in partnership with St
Andrews management committee.
The Witness • Page 6

Back: New owners Carol and Paul Marshall (with two of
their children) and Keith Price. Front, from left: Gillian
Etherington (committee member), Alice Burrough
(former Chair), Vicky Stocker (St Andrew’s Trust Chair)
holding the Marshall’s youngest and Faith Price (the
Prices were the first House Parents).
This partnership has been successful over the past
20 years, although it has been obvious to everyone
involved that the needs of children coming into care
has been greater than in the past. Many children have
been traumatised and their behaviour presents huge
challenges to those caring for them.
Open Home Foundation have reviewed the use they
have been making of the St Andrews family home and
decided that it is no longer appropriate to place several
children from different families in one household.
This led to the management committee of the Trust
considering their options. The decision was made to
sell, invest the money and use the interest to fund
activities that match the goals of the Trust, and which
have not changed.
A thanksgiving ceremony was held at the home in
September to mark its closure as the St Andrews Family
home. The home has been bought by Paul and Carol
Marshall, who are involved with the Christian group
‘Crisis Pregnancy Support’. Carol and Paul intend to
extend their work and develop ‘Ma’s Place’ at the home,
which will support young women struggling with
pregnancy or a young baby.
Carol describes their ministry; “Ma’s Place is a new
ministry, a hub bringing the community together to
provide support, connection and resources for mothers
and young families. It will be a place which upholds
the value of life, and offers hope, especially for those
who are feeling alone, and those facing an unexpected
pregnancy”.
The members of St Andrews Trust could not be more
delighted with the future use of this special home. May
God bless their endeavours.
Vicky Stocker – Chairperson, St Andrew’s Family Trust

Order of the Vine
– young adults tackle the
question of alcohol

When it comes to Christians and alcohol, black and
white answers don’t seem to serve us very well.
At the last supper Jesus taught his disciples to use
wine to remember him; but Paul gives the Corinthians
a good old tongue-lashing for getting wasted during
church services. Monasteries were some of the first to
brew beer; yet many Christians all over the world today
choose to completely abstain.
The most recent Order of the Vine attempted to give
some assistance in negotiating the slippery terrain of
booze and belief. Our forum took place on the October
8 at St Stephen’s Tahunanui. We had three speakers
as well as cake, coffee and (alcohol free) mojitos, live
music from our guest DJ Ryan Beehre, and plenty of
time for discussion.
Our first speaker was Dr Wayne Hurlow (GP and
youth leader from The Haven Seventh Day Adventist
Church). He gave a powerful argument for teetotalism.
As a GP he daily sees the consequences of alcohol
abuse in patients. As a doctor he could never
encourage the use of a substance that not only has no
medical benefit, but is a known carcinogen. He also
talked about the enormous power and influence the
alcohol industry has in NZ.
Our second speaker Rev Phil Greenwood took the
moderate drinking approach. We each need to make
up our own minds about drinking, he advised. It was
undeniable that Jesus drank, but there are numerous
warnings against drunkenness. So whether or not
to drink was an issue of conscience. The Bible clearly
stated that if by drinking we were to cause a weaker
brother or sister to stumble, then we should abstain.
In his experience having a beer or wine with someone
was a great opportunity to build connections, and
therefore to build a relationship.
Kelly Morgan was our third speaker and she revealed
a side of alcohol that we had not seen much of thus far:
addiction. Kelly grew up in a family for whom alcohol
abuse was rampant and by the time she was in her
early-teens she too was drinking heavily to deal with
the challenges in her life. Kelly walked us through her
conversion, rehab, and current life as a sober alcoholic.
With God’s help she has done a massive amount of
internal work and now she was able to share her story
to benefit others, like us.

Dr Wayne Hurlow.

Kelly Morgan.
Thanks Kelly, Phil and Wayne. Or should we say…
Cheers!
The Order of the Vine has been in existence now
for about six months. With two forums under our
belt the OOTV team have learnt a lot. We have been
hugely encouraged to see the diversity of churches
in attendance at both forums. As well as Anglicans
we have had young adults from Impact, Atawhai
Community Church, Annasbrook, Unite, Freedom, New
Life Richmond, The Haven SDA Church and Nelson
Bays Church at our gatherings. This is exciting for two
reasons: First we feel there is great benefit in hearing
from and mixing with people outside of our own
denomination. Second (and more importantly) we
know of no other interdenominational mixing point for
young adults in Nelson. We are building a community
that has not existed previously.
God is at work!
Nathan Hughes – Youth Assistant
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Fan into flame
What a weekend! It seemed like Spring Camp
had something for everyone. Whether you were
adventure loving or an indoorsy type, sporty or crafty,
a committed Christian or unsure of faith-stuff… we all
had a magic weekend.
(Nathan) I’ve asked buddies – Israel, Ants and Jeremy
to help me describe the weekend too.
So… Spring Camp kicked off on Friday night of
Labour weekend with a good dose of hilarity. A few
unfortunate souls volunteered to represent their
region (Marlborough, Nelson/Waimea and the Coast)
unaware that they would be competing to eat and
keep down lambs heart, chicken liver, eel in brine and
other delicacies with the Wheel of Mystery Meat. On
Saturday night we were introduced to the Wheel of
Crazy Asian Food and once again brave individuals
managed to put away odd looking vegetables, a foul
smelling fish, and for the finale a pair of fermented
duck eggs!
(Israel) The Wheel of Mystery Meat was a massive
highlight for me. Eating a heart is so disgusting. Who’d
have the ‘guts’ to do that? It was great fun to watch. The
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Asian food challenge was way worse than Mystery Meat.
The smell was horrible; you could smell it from the back
of the room. I can only imagine what it tasted like. I’m
surprised no one spewed. That was the highlight of my
weekend.
(Nathan) Each morning and evening the Spring
Camp band helped to re-focus our attention on Jesus.
The band was led by Jeremy Fallow and made up of
young people from all over the diocese. Jeremy is a
very talented worship leader and it was so cool to see
young people leading their peers in worship.
We also had a very talented set of guest speakers.
Shannon Johnston was very dynamic and had a bunch
of funny stories. The theme for the weekend was ‘Fan
into Flame’ from 2 Timothy 1:6. Shannon compared the
components needed for fire (fuel, heat and oxygen)
with the elements needed for a God-encounter (you,
God and a moment). Many of us had profound Godmoments on Sunday night. A number of young people
made decisions to follow Jesus and eight people were
healed of back pain and other back-related issues.
As well as Shannon, we were privileged to have David

Riddell come and share with us. Fiery and energetic, he
challenged us to not allow other people to define or
label us. Nathan Hughes (that’s me) encouraged young
people to take practical steps back home to make sure
the God encounters of Spring Camp were not a one-off
experience.
(Israel) The Spring Camp band played some awesome
songs. It was cool to see people up the front and jumping
around. Our guest speakers were amazing. Thanks heaps
to Dave Riddell. He told us to believe in ourselves and he
was funny and jumped around a lot. Shannon was really
engaging, he told some great stories. Nathan’s messages
were amazing. He talked about running and how the
Christian life is like a marathon. His second talk was about
Peter. I felt like I could relate to Peter. That encouraged
me because I’m loud and out there and so was he and he
gave things a shot and was brave. On Sunday night it was
amazing to see someone get healed by the Holy Spirit
right there in front of me!
(Jeremy) My highlights were seeing eight physical
healings on Sunday night and Sosia and Brad in the
zorb dome going to the death.

(Nathan) Bridge Valley has an amazing set of
activities on offer. Each afternoon adrenaline junkies
took their pick of the high ropes course, Zorb (big
inflatable ball-like suits) wrestling, archery, the
rock wall, laser strike, water sliding, swimming and
kayaking. And if outdoor mad-antics were not your
thing there were crafts and a stack of X-Boxes to enjoy.
The competition between regions through the
weekend was heated. As well as food challenges,
the regions gained points through Zorb wrestling,
Bucketball, laser tag, the Gauntlet (obstacle course)
and the Air Deluxe (80s dance competition). Come
Monday morning the Bishop’s Log went very
deservedly to Marlborough.
(Ants) The atmosphere of the camp was awesome
with all of the different people getting involved. For
me personally it would have to be the activities and
challenges for my highlight of camp.
(Nathan) What a camp! Thanks everyone, especially
Mr Luke Shaw for putting it all together. Bring on
Spring Camp 2016!!
Nathan Hughes – Youth Assistant, Nelson Diocese
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How important is my Bible to me?
Recently I read the story of a Motueka man
remembering, as a young boy, the death of his
grandfather at age 97 in 1933. The deceased man was
laid out in the living room of the family home for family
and friends to pay their respects. The boy noticed
something odd – there was a Bible stuck under the
dead man’s chin.
To be sure any book – even a Bible – is not much use
to you when you’re dead, though it would make more
of a statement to others to be buried with your Bible
than your golf clubs! Perhaps, in a purely practical way,
it was merely intended to hold the head up in more
dignified position. More likely though, the dead man
had treasured the Bible in his lifetime.
It makes you wonder how close to us physically we
should keep a copy of the Bible. Do we carry one at all
times? Do we just have a copy on the shelf, or by the
bed for pre-sleep, night-time reading? Some people
have the Bible on their iPhone, Kindle or other device.
How close to us physically we have a copy might well
give a hint as to how often we read it.
Of course good Anglicans trust the Bible as
‘containing all things necessary for salvation’ (Article 6
of the 39 Articles of Religion) so we should be regularly
immersed in its message, God’s plan of salvation
through his Son Jesus the Christ.
When the coal dust literally settled on New Zealand’s
worst mining disaster in Brunner, near Greymouth, on
March 26, 1896, one of the damaged objects retrieved
from the mine was a tattered, scorched Bible.
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The miner who owned it had taken it with
him daily into the mine. Perhaps he read it during his
lunch break. The retrieval of that Bible must have been
some consolation to grieving loved ones, for they
knew that through that book there was hope beyond
the darkness.
The explosion in the mine was caused by firedamp
when a pocket of methane gas accidentally ignited
and exploded. More miners died from the gases than
from the actual explosion.
The bodies of all 65 miners were eventually
accounted for, including a Mr Roberts and three of
his sons who were all working that day. As the whole
country mourned, Thomas Bracken (who penned God
Defend New Zealand) wrote these words:
At times like this the Great Eternal speaks
In tender tones. We hear Him through the gloom
Talking of sad, wet eyes, and pallid cheeks,
When strong men passed to an untimely gloom.
As we celebrate the First Coming, let’s look keenly
to the Second Coming and be ready, with our Bibles
at hand!
Homes are built on the foundation of wisdom and
understanding. Where there is knowledge, the rooms are
furnished with valuable, beautiful things. Proverbs 24:3
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay parish

Edward Andrews, supervisor of Nelson Men’s Night
Shelter since 1994, received a QSM for services to
the community from Governor General, Sir Jerry
Mateparae.

Bishop Richard with Christina and Nanai Naseri at the
dedication of their small retreat centre ‘Le Vai Ola’.
Email: levaiolaretreat@gmail.com.

Blake White (left) and Ethan Wilson-Bruce, key
members of Greymouth music team. A farewell blessing
before they head off to work and university.

Confirmation at Greymouth. From left Sammi Smith,
Joy Willman and Julie Williams.

Refresh Women’s Conference 2015
For the third year running Refresh
Another highlight was the music. The
Women’s Conference was a day
volume from a full church of female voices
of refreshment for well over 100
really rejoicing in song together was
women from the Nelson/Tasman and
wonderful. The personal testimonies given
Marlborough regions. A group of women
by three women from different churches and
at St Stephen’s Community Church
from the guest speaker were all touching
in Tahunanui organised and ran this
and at times brought tears to the eyes of
event for Christian women to gather
many listening to their stories. For many
in fellowship, engage with God’s word,
women, having the day set aside as a day
worship and pray.
Ruth Thomas with speaker, for them to sit in church, receive and reflect
The women who attended came from Jane Halliday.
during the quieter moments of prayer was
a range of churches from all over the top
a much needed part of the day. With a
of the South Island. There were a number of highlights
gathering of so many women in one area together there
and the day will have affected everyone in different ways.
was of course also a lot of enjoyable conversation and
Guest speaker Jane Halliday from St John’s Latimer
connecting or re-connecting over the lunch break.
Square in Christchurch, spoke from the book of Genesis
Praise God for the blessing that this day was for so
on the story of Jacob, Rachel and Leah. Her message
many women around the regions.
was well received, her manner was very personable and
Ruth Thomas – Convenor, St Stephen’s Tahunanui
everyone appreciated her honesty and humour.
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Studies through Bishopdale in 2016
At our December graduation this year 13 people
will graduate with diplomas or degrees in theology.
That includes a great bunch who have been based in
Greymouth and we are very excited to be sharing with
them in their achievement.
Marge Tefft has done a brilliant job in making studies
happen in her parish and we want to congratulate her
too.
But although graduation marks a key moment of
celebration and recognising an achievement, degrees
and diplomas are not really the point of studying with
BTC. The courses taught by BTC tutors are offered to
help equip God’s people for mission and service in the
real world where God is already at work and where we
must be if we want to be with Jesus.
So... check out the courses on offer in Nelson in 2016
and be aware that BTC is bringing other training and
equipping opportunities around the Diocese as well.
If you are based in Nelson or near enough, there
are several courses offered in the evenings to make it
easier for people who can’t make it during the day.
SEMESTER 1:
Course
104.515 NT Greek Introduction**
115.515 Biblical Theology
140.515 NT Introduction
146.615/715 Israel at the Time of Jesus
201.515 Theology Intro
202.615/715 Theology: Christ & Revelation
301.515 History of Christianity
460.515 Journeying in Ministry [Internship]
211.615/715 Theology: Ethics
607.615/715 Christianity & World Religions

Mode
Intensive: 9-19 Feb
Semester evening
Semester
Semester evening
Semester
Semester
Semester
Semester
Intensive: 9-15 April
Semester

SEMESTER 2:
Course
105.615 NT Greek Intermediate**
111.615 Biblical Interpretation
120.515 OT Introduction
125.615/715 OT: Psalms
142.615/715 Gospel of Luke
205.615/715 Church in the Mission of God
270.615/715 World Views and Ways of Life
302.615/715 History of Christianity
401.515 Formation
463.615 Ministry in Context [internship]
520.615/715 Formative Anglicanism
524.615 Anglican Bicultural Mission*
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Mode
Intensive: 4-15 July
Semi-semester
Semester
Intensive: 22-26 Aug
Semester evening
Semester
Intensive: 22-26 Aug
Semester
Semester evening
Semester
Intensive 22-26 Aug
Semester

One of those courses is a new offering, ‘Israel in the
time of Jesus’. Greymouth has run this course and we
are very excited to have it in Nelson too. It looks at
what was going on in Judah and Galilee at the time
of Jesus and the first Christians – great information to
understand all the more what is happening especially
in the Gospels and Acts.
To all BTC supporters, once again, ‘thank you’!
Without you we couldn’t do anything, and the call we
hear from God could not be answered.
As we continue to tutor and train students in Nelson
and Greymouth we are seeing the potential for new
opportunities to be a blessing beyond Nelson Diocese.
Encouraging things are happening around our nation
and around the world – we are called by God to be part
of what he is doing – to serve God by encouraging,
equipping and forming God’s people for and in
mission.
Andrew Burgess – Dean, Bishopdale Theological
College

CALEB Leadership Course 2015
In July Bob Barnes, Joe Keighley, Johnathan Wasley
and I undertook the 11-day CALEB Leadership Course led
by Rex Booth and his team (www.calebnz.org.nz). This
training began through Wycliffe Bible Translators and was
adapted into the CALEB Course in Australia, coming to NZ
in 1996. Since then, the material has been developed to
support the development of Church leaders throughout
NZ with over 300 pastors and church workers taking part
in CALEB.
The aim of CALEB is to ‘equip leaders to multiply
ministry through mobilising and equipping their people’,
through building Godly character and providing the
skills needed to deal with the challenges of growth or for
sparking renewed life in their organisations. The course
is very intensive, interactive and beneficial, focusing
on practical skills in relationships, communication,
management, decision making, training others,
leadership, and personal life management that can be
applied immediately.
This course would be of benefit to anyone in ordained
ministry, new or experienced, so see me if you are
interested. Dates for 2016 are: July 26 - August 5 at
Connect Baptist Church, Manukau, Auckland (NZQA
via Carey Baptist). Next year also sees the launch of
a graduate course to help continue the growth in
leadership of pastors and mission workers who have
previously undertaken the CALEB Leadership Course.

Graham O’Brien – Ministry Educator
Jonathan Wasley - Stoke Parish
‘Bookends’ is how I would describe the CALEB
leadership course, because bookends give increased
options of how to use the space in between. This
structured training connects you to the challenge of
what it means to lead with integrity, to enable others to
develop, to communicate clearly, to prioritise your time
and to apply your learning. It was not always comfortable
but it was formative.

The communication module got us sharing stories
in a concise and focused manner – no waffle allowed!
The management module required us to consider an
organisation’s overall purpose and vision, and how to
clearly delegate areas of responsibility so people can
work in their strengths to help serve the overall purpose.
I came away from this leadership course with some
valuable new ‘bookends.’
Joe Keighley - Wairau Valley/Renwick Parish
Caleb Leadership inspires and provides tools for
leadership – the investment into my life over this
time was well worth the sacrifice. The course came at
an opportune time being six months into leading a
parish and it gave valuable opportunity to reflect and
assess my own leadership while gaining valuable new
skills in communication, management, leadership and
relationships. The content of this course was a good mix
of theory with practical exercises to help process and
apply the content. The value of CALEB is already being
seen in my ministry and I’m sure will continue to influence
and be applied in the years ahead.
Bob Barnes - Nativity Parish, Blenheim
I would describe the value of CALEB as ‘sharpening
the saw’. When I was pruning pine trees some years back
it was faster to stop after every few trees and sharpen
my chainsaw than to just keep going tree after tree. The
course provided:
The opportunity to review what I am doing and why.
The opportunity to rediscover leadership and
management knowledge and skills in a more orderly
manner.
Good ideas for putting a different angle on ministry
practice.
I gained some new knowledge and new skills, and
I came home to Nativity with three things to apply
immediately, but have found many more have kicked in.

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 547 0908
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Help rebuild lives
In a small village high in the remote hills of
Nicaragua, a group of three young people is
determined to make a difference. Their homes are
insubstantial but their hearts are overflowing with
love. Lea and Marcos (both 26), a couple from the local
church, and 15-year-old Giselle have begun training
as Peace Community Mentors in a programme run by
Christian World Service partner CEPAD (the Council
of Protestant Churches) in Nicaragua to provide
psychosocial support where none is available.
During the week Giselle attends high school 15
kilometres away, but coming home each weekend she
became worried about her younger brother who was
getting into trouble. Already the training has been very
helpful.
“I am learning how to be a good listener, and I have
realised that my brother more than anything just needs
someone to try to understand him,” she says. The skills
she is learning will mean she can help her family and

the whole community.
Grinding poverty is proving a trap for many young
people. With no work, they suffer low self-esteem,
depression and domestic violence. Drugs and alcohol
are beginning to create problems.
“People see alcohol as a refuge because they don’t
feel they have anything else to turn to,” she adds. Lea,
Marcos and Giselle want to introduce a soccer league.
CEPAD is working with 42 new communities to
improve incomes through conservation farming and
setting up small businesses, and strengthen families
through psychosocial programmes.
This year CWS marks 70 years since Archbishop West
Watson launched the first Christmas appeal for ‘millions
in the east and the west who are hungry, cold, and
homeless’ in war torn Greece. In 2015, CWS partners
are working to rebuild lives that have damaged by
poverty, violence and disaster.
Please support the Christmas Appeal. More
information is available at christmasappeal.org.nz.

www.christmasappeal.org.nz
CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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Edgar Mayer
and Living Grace Ministries
Edgar & Tatjana Mayer of Living Grace Ministries.
I had prayed, on and off, about Edgar and his team’s
arrival; partly because Steve, our Vicar was so looking
forward to the weekend and had been encouraging us
for months that there was change ahead.
I decided to go along as I felt ‘led’. Thankfully God had
everything in hand and I found myself free to attend
the first night. I knew in my heart that God wouldn’t let
me miss out (even if I stayed home!) so, with slightly
low expectations I found a seat.
What happened that evening, and the next, and so
on, was nothing short of miraculous. The move of the
Holy Spirit was gentle and yet compelling. I found
myself ministered to in a deep way; it began with the
gift of repentance, followed by a beautiful awareness
of the presence of God, a renewed trust in Jesus, and
answers to prayer.
What God did in those few days through Edgar and
his team is best summed up as taking me back to my
first love; the Lord Jesus Christ.

I found myself refreshed, renewed and equipped.
God poured out many blessings; his presence
continues to be pure gold.
The outcomes for me have been: a renewed love
for God, his people, family and friends. Fresh eyes to
see others as he sees them. A steady determination
and the ability to follow him in a more intimate way. A
depth of praise, a greater love for the Word and prayer,
a fresh enabling in ministry and the workplace. And
lastly, because of his tangible presence, courage to
share Jesus and his Word with increased wisdom and
maturity.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Edgar,Tatjana, the prayer teams, musicians and young
people; and to Steve for holding true to his vision of
revival for Westport.
Amen.
Kathryn Murphy – Buller Anglican Parish, Westport

Church at the Beach
For those who have never been to Bethany camp,
it is a real gem. It’s a stone’s throw from Kaiteriteri
beach, nestled at the back of the lagoon away from
the hustle and bustle of the beach. The function centre
is set up one a rise and it drops away to rolling green
fields, dotted with kids playground, bunkrooms and a
seriously long permanent water slide (for the big kids
amongst us!).
Convergence Family Camp is on again from Friday
19 to Sunday 21 February at Bethany Camp, Kaiteriteri.
The theme this year is Covenant and Kingdom.
Bishop Richard Ellena will be leading a study of these

two mega-themes that run throughout the Old and
New testaments.
Andrew Burgess, Dean of Bishopdale Theological
College will lead a Bible study each morning. There
will be times of corporate worship and prayer ministry
in all the sessions as well. There are creche facilities,
Children’s and Youth programmes, and of course plenty
of time to enjoy the beach!
For more information email: convergencecamp@xtra.
co.nz or phone 03 547 5631.
Brochure and registration form are available on the
Diocesan website: www.nelsonanglican.org.nz.

The Witness • Page 15

Reflecting on...
A Christmas parable
God had come to the storehouse of stars and
entering within, noticed that they all started jostling
for his attention, with great expectancy as to where
they would spend their future.
“I want to be the brightest star in the sky!” said one.
“I want to be the biggest star in the universe!” said
another.
“I want to be the first star in the night sky!” said yet
another. Behind them all, God saw one star trying to
push and shove the others and make its way to the
front.
“I want to be the biggest, brightest, starriest star of
them all. I want everyone to look at me and dream, and
I want to make their wishes come true!”
Humouring the star, God picked it up and
questioned, “So you think you can make everyone’s
wishes come true, do you?”
“Oh yes!” said the star and it turned on its brightest
light and puffed out its chest, just to impress the
Creator of the Universe.
“Well”, said God, “let me show you something, little
star.”
In a way that only God knew how, he held the star
next to his heart and showed the star down through
the ages and all the troubles of the world. The little
star saw hatred, wars and violence, sickness and death,
division in families, oppression and desperation. “What
will you do about these, little star?” asked God tenderly.
The more it saw, the little star’s light waned, until
finally it had no brilliance of its own.
“Ah, now you’re ready”, said God. He breathed on the
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star and he placed it in the sky over Bethlehem. “Now,
your job, little star, is to point the way to the One who
is the Saviour of the World”.
This parable was revealed to me in a dream and I
believe it carries a powerful message.
In Matthew 5:13-16, we read:
You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light
to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.
So often we come before God and recognise rightly
that he is Lord of all, yet belittle the influence that we
have and are called to have. In Matthew 5:13, Jesus
said that we are the light of the world. What a beautiful
mystery that we can partner with God and shine like
stars, vessels of light that point to the Saviour and hold
out the Word of life to others. God is calling us into a
relationship-fueled journey, not a performance driven
competition. Jesus is the Light in us and that light is
the life of men.
As vessels of light, we must be transparent.
Becoming transparent is a humbling process. Yet,
as shown through this parable, God calls us not to
express our greatness, but to recognise his greatness.
As we all shine his light as we are called to, imagine
the brightness of the ‘city’ and the darkness that will be
overcome.
Kim Kirk – Cathedral Parish

