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Christmas Day 1814
“After reading the service... it being Christmas Day, I preached from
the second chapter of St Luke’s Gospel, the tenth verse: ‘Behold, I
bring you glad tidings of great joy’...”
Samuel Marsden’s Journal
Oihi Bay, Christmas Day 1814; Samuel Marsden preaching the first sermon to the Maoris.
[Auckland, Weekly News, 1964]
Ref: B-077-002. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. http://natlib.govt.nz/records/23113825

A pilgrim’s (frantic) progress
A ‘whirlwind pilgrimage’ seems like an
oxymoron! Isn’t a pilgrimage meant to
be a time of reflection and prayer and
discovery?
This week-long pilgrimage that I am
currently in the middle of has certainly
had all those elements – but it has been
a jam-packed few days of exploration,
beginning in Greymouth, moving (the
next day) up to Buller and then across
to Marlborough. The rest of the week is
in Waimea and Nelson deaneries. The
whole purpose is to visit significant
historical sites and to share some of
those special stories from the years prior
to our foundation as a diocese, that are
generally not well known.
The Gospel was first publicly preached

(to our knowledge) on Christmas day
of 1814 at Oihi in the Bay of Islands.
Our diocese was formed in 1859.
What happened in those intervening
45 years? The 1814 beginnings are
celebrated in this edition of The Witness
– some of the stories we have been
hearing during the pilgrimage will be
told in a future edition. It has been
a profoundly moving experience travelling, listening and praying around
the diocese.
With our sincere best wishes to all
readers of this magazine for a blessed
Christmas.
ary
+Richard and Hilary

2014 Bishop’s Charge
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
What happens when the Spirit speaks to the Church
through the hopes and dreams of a group of young
adults – considering that this is the age group missing
in our Churches today?
How well do we hear what the Spirit is saying
through them?
And, even more importantly, what do we do with
what we hear?
I invited 10 young adults to meet with me to talk
about the Church as they experience it and the Church
that they long for. They ranged in age from late teens
to late thirties and in their personal situations. But they
had a couple of things in common: they each had a
deep personal faith in Jesus and they had a passion for
the Church as the Body of Christ.
Their answer to my first question, ‘Why are you in the
Church?’ was... Community.
Here are some of their responses:
‘Community is not necessarily something that just
happens on Sunday. It has to be worked at. The Church
must be strategic otherwise it won’t happen.’
‘What drew me into relationship with God was

relationship first through the community of the
Church; people who were intentional with me to keep
me coming, encouraging me.’
And then the challenge: these relationships will
more effectively happen if the leader is a relational
person – if they see it modelled in the hospitality of the
leadership. What is your Church’s strategy for building
community?
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!
Our discussions turned to discipleship and these
young adults wanted to be part of a Church that was
passionate about journeying with people as they
discovered God. Personal transformation, in and
through Jesus, is the goal of discipleship.
Their threefold recipe for strategic discipleship is very
simple:
Prayer: individually and corporately.
The confidence and courage to share their own
stories.
Intentional mentoring: Jesus discipled the 12. He
invested in them and through them he touched the
many.
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Good discussion took place in small groups at Synod 2014.
‘We are here’ they said ‘because someone older
invested in our lives.’
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!
The Corporate Worship of the Church
I asked them, ‘If you were moving to a new town
what are the things you’d look for in a Church? Good,
biblical preaching was high on the list. They were
positive about their experiences here in the Diocese
but this comment was made:
‘Preaching must touch the head and the heart. I really
appreciate the teaching that explains a passage clearly,
but also then goes one step further and gives us, the
listeners, a key something to take away. How have I
personally been challenged or uplifted by this sermon?’
They are passionate about seeing lives transformed
by Jesus and are themselves committed to becoming
more and more like him. They want Church to be a
place where they experience ‘transformative’ preaching
– not just ‘informative.’
I asked them the obvious question – how do you
define ‘transformative’ preaching?
Five immediate responses...
It will be relevant: ‘Is the preacher aware of the issues
that we are facing?’
It will be authentic: ‘There will be a transparent
honesty in the preaching so that we understand that
what we are hearing is something that comes out of
the preacher’s own struggle to understand or interpret
the passage or the theme within the context of their
own life as well.’
It will have an application: ‘…it will help me
understand what I need to do or change and offer me

an opportunity, or show me a way to respond.’
It will be passionate. ‘We want to hear people who
are contagious for God.’
It should enable and facilitate response or dialogue:
‘It will be a message that invites questions.’
One of the young adults asked,
‘Is there room to question – how safe are we if we do
so?’
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!
Inevitably, when discussing the Church they would
be looking for, the topic of leadership was raised –
not just the ordained leader but leadership generally
and the three values that stood out for them as being
critical were Authenticity
Credibility
Integrity
These are the three lenses through which they assess
the Church as an institution.
This generation are deeply concerned about the
world around them and the issues facing our local
communities – social justice is high on their agenda.
But they are also highly sceptical about an institution’s
ability (or even its desire) to seriously confront these
issues. We have a credibility gap. As a group, the under
45s are generally missing from our churches. They may
not want to belong to an institution but they do want
to belong relationally to a people gathered around the
table of God.
Our structures need to change but our culture as a
church needs to change as well. The way we are ‘being’
Church will affect the way we ‘do’ Church.
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2014 Bishop’s Charge

(continued)

A missional vision will have us deeply concerned
about how we might respond to the questions these
young adults have raised.
Prayer is a priority that they felt was crucial for the
Church.
One person said:
‘In this world of ‘selfies’ it is essential to look outside
of ourselves as individuals and pray for a multitude of
things well beyond our daily lives...’
They want to hear the Church praying for the
world, for countries caught in the grip of Ebola, for
the hostages being held by ISIS, for the rising antiSemitism in the West and the pain of the Palestinians
in the East, for child poverty here, and the increasing
levels of isolation and marginalisation, for those who
are spiritually searching and looking for a place to
belong.

She also said:
‘It’s powerful to have someone pray for you during a
service or after a service.’
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church!
Finally, this group of young adults want to be part of
making a difference in our Church.
A final comment from one participant:
‘My wish for God’s Church is that it reassumes its role
as a beacon in the wider community; that it becomes
the refuge in this scary, confusing and harsh world,
while remaining a place of jubilant, joyful, infectious
and welcoming worship.’
The full Synod Charge can be found on the Diocesan
website (www.nelsonanglican.org.nz)

‘All work and no play...’ isn’t all that good for you, so
there were also some fun moments and time to catch
up and chill out.
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‘Salt and Light’ – a rather
different Synod dinner!
This year a group of younger leaders were given the
task of planning the traditional Synod ‘after dinner
talk’. One of the underlying themes from Synod
and the Bishop’s Charge was the Anglican church’s
responsibility to pass on the baton of faith to the next
generation.
Rev Spanky Moore of the Christchurch Diocese Salt
and Light Ministry facilitated the evening. The theme
was ‘Reaching the Next Generation’ and after an
enjoyable dinner the dialogue began with the ‘Biblical
big idea’, sharing on the verses in Mark 10:13-17 where
Jesus encourages the youth to come to him.
The Anglican tradition with our emphasis on
communion, scripture and reverence still appeals to
many seeking a genuine expression of faith. We need
to be prepared to meaningfully connect with our
youth and examine our approaches in light of their
culture and world view, without diluting the gospel.
Young people are hungry for the gospel and excited to
live for a cause greater than themselves.
The Synod crowd enjoyed 20 rapid-fire practical
responses on how to engage with and excite young
people with the gospel.
It was a brilliant night.
Luke Shaw – Youth Co-ordinator, Nelson Diocese

Spanky Moore... in ‘50s mode’... facilitates a very
engaging evening.

Reverse Mission
When Steve Maina (CMS national Director) spoke to
the Synod Lunch, he was on his way to Auckland to
welcome a team of Africans, who were arriving from
Kenya. By the end of the day, at an evening meeting
where the Kenyan group had ministered, 100 people
had given their lives to Christ! There is an abundance of
Christians in Kenya willing to share their faith with us
in New Zealand at their own expense. This is mission in
reverse.
As we have previously partnered with the African
church, now they want to partner here with us. There
can be leadership gaps in the church in New Zealand
which we cannot always see. We need to be as open to
receive as we have been in giving.
The model that we have with the Anglican Mission
Board (AMB) and the Church Missionary Society
(CMS) enables the church to share funds in all areas
of mission. We cannot all go but we can support. A
missionary is only as good as the strength of their
home support. Praying, giving, encouraging.
AMB and CMS both have representatives on each
other’s boards. CMS has taken over deputation of

mission partners. CMS focuses on mobilisation of
peoples and supporting them. AMB focuses on
mobilisation of resources. The Church of the Provence
of New Zealand also supports short term mission
partners.
In conclusion, Steve spoke of the growth of the
church in Nigeria, under the guidance of Archbishop
Ben Kwashi, where three new dioceses with four
hundred new parishes have been established since
1992.The Nigerian Anglican Church is the largest
Anglican Church in the world. The New Zealand church
needs to take notice of what is happening globally.
We all have different gifts to bring. Nigeria raises
missionaries by having a vibrant faith base and also
works under the pressure of Islamic opposition. New
Zealand has a history of mission by raising support.
We now have many people in New Zealand who
have not rejected Christ, they have just not heard the
Gospel.
We need to have confidence in the Gospel and share
it with friends and neighbours.
Bev Greig – Stoke Parish
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Reflections
from our newly ordained Deacons and Priests
God of grace, through your Holy Spirit, gentle
as a dove, living, burning as fire, empower your
servant… for the office and work of a deacon/priest
in the Church.
[A New Zealand Prayer Book]

During the Synod service two ordinands were ordained to
the Priesthood and two to the Diaconate. We asked Jean and
Jonathan, Victoria and Brad, ‘What’s changed for you, since
ordination?’

“You’ll feel differently once you’re ordained,” people
said to me and they were right. I felt an almost
imperceptible change that is difficult to put into
words but which was an assurance for me and an
encouragement to seek to be ordained priest. As
Priest Assistant at Holy Trinity I have had the privilege
of celebrating Communion at both our prayerbook
and informal services - such a joy to be ministering
to my Church family. I also received from them a very
special embroidered stole that symbolises my spiritual
whakapapa. It also reminds me of the power of the
cross and the anointing of the Spirit that I am going to
be totally reliant on in whatever way God choses to use
me in the future.
Jean Palmer, Richmond Parish

go deep

Not at lot, but that will change in the future. Being
ordained a priest is a mark of hearing God’s call to leadership
in the church. I continue to do youth work and serve in St
Barnabas church community in Stoke. I do think the timing
was right and continue to trust that God empowers those
he calls. As a priest I can now say the absolution and preside
over communion in services. I trust that God will use me to
serve him and his church, as I continue to follow him in the
role of priest.

Jonathan Wasley – Stoke Parish
In some ways not much has changed, particularly in my dayto-day life, as I have continued with my theological studies
and I’m currently concentrating on the final assignments
and exams. In saying that, since I was ordained I have
experienced a deeper sense of peace and an increased
awareness of being called into something much bigger than
myself. I’m excited to see where God is leading me and I look
forward to the next stage in this journey.

Victoria Askin – Stoke Parish

GO deeper into God’s Word
Get to know more of God’s ways
Discover God’s purposes and mission … get into action
Call now, enrol for 2015.
Diploma of Christian Studies, Bachelor of Theology,
(and B.Min), Graduate Diploma options and some
specialist programmes and integrated ministry
internship programmes, all in partnership with Laidlaw
College

www.bishopdale.ac.nz
office@bishopdale.ac.nz
Ph. 03 548 8785
Nelson
New Zealand
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Jean Palmer, Brad Wood, Bishop Richard, Jonathan
Wasley and Victoria Askin.

So what’s changed now that I have ‘Rev’ before my name?
I guess for me the biggest change that I’ve felt is a greater
weight of responsibility and calling to God’s work. I was
certainly committed to ministry before I was ordained a
deacon, but it now it feels like a far deeper commitment,
much like the difference between dating and marriage. It’s a
bit nerve racking taking this next step, but I’m excited to be
going deeper with God and seeing where he lead over the
coming years.

Bradley Wood – Tahunanui Parish

Serving a big God
Nazir smiles – ‘We serve a big God’
“The problem is that we’re not taking the Great
Commission seriously,” Nazir says, refilling my cup with
steaming tea and gesturing towards the bread and
homemade apricot jam on the table. “There are a lot
of believers in our villages, but many are not growing
spiritually because of the lack of church fellowships. We
have many cases when our believers go back to Islam
or leave their homes to earn the living somewhere else
because of the unemployment.”
I realise my visit has taken on a serious edge, as I see
a pained look come across Nazir’s face. “We think that
the Great Commandment to make disciples given us
in Mat. 28:18-20 is not fulfilling properly,” he says. After
a moment he adds, “That is why we have set a goal
to plant a house church in each of the 400 villages
and towns in our region by 2020 – to help every new
believer to grow and raise the missionaries to go to the
villages in our country and other countries.”
Amazed by this vision I consider how I should
respond. What comes out is, “That’s a big vision.” At
this a smile breaks out on Nazir’s face and he looks me
straight in the eye and replies, “Yes, but we serve a big
God!”
God is at work, raising up his people – people like
Nazir – and giving them a vision for taking the Gospel
to parts of this land where the Good News has not
been heard; to people who deserve to hear the saving
message of God’s love through Christ.
This work of missions and church-planting involves
going to those who would otherwise have little chance
of hearing the Gospel and sharing with them the
message of hope in Christ and nurturing them in their
faith. But there are many challenges in this task of

church planting. Even for local Christians, the response
from these communities is often one of suspicion and
skepticism. Usually this lead to rejections; both of them
and the message they have come to share. But God is
at work!
Nazir told me about a couple, who had a very
different experience when they went to a new town
and started a small business; a chicken farm. People
treated them very differently. They weren’t suspicious
because they were doing business and contributing in
a positive way to the community. As a result people
were more open to the Gospel and the couple were
seeing a number of people become Christians.
So, helping believers establish small businesses is
not only giving a strategic platform to enable churchplanting to happen, it also provides employment for
Christians, so they can stay and be nurtured in their
faith and be part of a growing community of believers.
There is a need to get alongside believers like Nazir,
to encourage them and help equip them, both in
church-planting and in business and importantly in
finding an appropriate balance if the two. It is exciting
and humbling for us to be part of this, where we see
God at work, knowing that he has promised to build
his church in this land.
Chris and Catherine
– NZCMS Mission Associates in Asia
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A Christmas to remember
Christmas 2014 is a Christmas for Kiwi Christians to
remember like no other Christmas.
Every Christmas is of course a time to remember
the birth of the Saviour of the world. But Christmas
2014 is a time of special remembrance of the birth of
Christianity in our land.
For on Christmas Day 1814 occurred the first service
of Christian worship and public presentation of the
Good news that ‘to you is born a Saviour, who is Christ
the Lord’ (Luke 2:11).
Oihi
It happened at Oihi, a secluded inlet in the Bay of
Islands, near the Maori settlement of Rangihoua. There
were over 400 present, most of them Maori with 25
Pakeha, including three families who stayed on at Oihi
and set up there a base for Christian mission.
The Christian service happened at the invitation of
the local chief, Ruatara. The service leader and preacher
was the Reverend Samuel Marsden, chaplain at the
penal colony at Paramatta, New South Wales. Ruatara
and Marsden had become close friends when an ill
Ruatara spent time in Sydney and Marsden helped
nurse him to health.
The opening hymn was the old favourite All People

That On Earth Do Dwell and the sermon was based
on the angel’s announcement of the birth of a Saviour
for all people. The gathering concluded with a rousing
haka.
CMS
Marsden and the families he left at Oihi were
members of the Church Missionary Society (CMS),
established in London in 1799 to take the Gospel to
the world.
Nearly 100 years later in Nelson in October 1892 the
New Zealand CMS was founded to take the Gospel
from New Zealand to other parts of the world. Bishop
Richard is the current president of NZ CMS.
Today Nelson Diocese people like Murray and Féy
Cotter, Phil and Becky Sussex, Allan and Christine
Coussell, and Chris and Catherine Corin, work with NZ
CMS in various parts of the world to fulfil that same
calling.
At Christmas 2014 we especially remember and give
thanks for that beginning, that vision, for the people
who have made it a reality for us personally and for
those who make it a reality today for others.
Shaping NZ
We thank God too for the way the Christian Gospel

The ‘Marsden Cross’
at Oihi, marking the
Christmas service
conducted by Samuel
Marsden in 1814.
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Pohutukawa – New Zealand’s unique symbol
of Summer and Christmas.

became embedded in New Zealand and has shaped
our society, even more than the events of Gallipoli that
we commemorate in 2015.
After shaky beginnings (only two Maori were
baptised in the first 15 years of mission work) the
Gospel took hold. Maori missionaries were at the
forefront of taking the Gospel from the Bay of Islands
to Stewart Island. In 1840 trusted CMS missionaries
were instrumental in the shaping and reception of
the foundation document of our nation, the Treaty of
Waitangi, as a covenant statement.
By 1860, 60% of Maori were regular worshippers and
made up the majority group of Kiwi Christians at that
time. We in the Anglican Church give thanks for the
growth of Te Haahi Mihinare, the missionary or Maori
church.
We thank God too for prominent Christians who
have shaped our nation, from peacemakers like Henry
Williams to social reformers like Rutherford Waddell;
from justice campaigners like Kate Shepherd to
community leaders like Apirana Ngata; from political

leaders like Walter Nash and John Marshall to church
leaders like Paul Reeves and Tom Williams.
Challenges
But 200 years on we are also reminded to grapple
with our failures in affirming the Gospel.
We pray for the continuing task of healing the
wounds of the Land Wars and the continuing challenge
to address the tensions that racism and poverty bring
to our increasingly multicultural and unequal society.
We are challenged too to pray and work for the
affirming of Christian values in all areas of our personal
lives and wider society.
A 200 years celebration is a special time to remember
and give thanks. But also, as we remember, to give
thought to how we honour and affirm our Christian
heritage.
As we sing “Te Harinui” this Christmas, consider
how that song can become reality in Aotearoa in days
ahead.
Tony Andrews, NZCMS General Secretary, 2004-2009
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West Coast celebrates winning the Bishop’s Log and Cup.
November 2014 – Spring Camp
This year over labour weekend, around 140 youth,
youth leaders and guests from our diocese and beyond
gathered at Bridge Valley in Wakefield for Spring camp
2014.
The sun shone for most of the weekend as our four
regions caught up to explore the theme of ‘the riches of
his grace’ from Ephesians. Over the course of the weekend
we worshipped God with the Spring Camp band and
City of Light; heard from our special guest speakers Dion
and Natasha Fasi, and David Riddell; experienced some
life-altering workshops with local speakers, including
the bishop; enjoyed some crazy activities like high ropes,
archery, and ukulele; chilled out by the lake; and battled
for the Bishops Log.
During the long weekend there were lots of fun
activities and also times to listen to God.
Dion Fasi, a youth leader from Dunedin who previously
worked for Auckland Anglican Youth Ministries, preached

about ‘Grace’ and God started moving among our young
people and speaking to them. David Riddell, a Christian
counsellor, called our youth to live for a cause while they
are young with workshops to follow including ‘Falling
Forward’ (learning and growing through mistakes and
failures); ‘The Bishop’s Brain Panel’ – an opportunity to ask
those ‘big’ questions; and a ‘Creator’s Walk’.
Natasha Fasi, Dion’s wife who is studying medicine,
shared her testimony on ‘God’s Grace’ at work in her life
with workshops to follow. Dion’s last message was on
‘Demonstrating Grace’ and God moved powerfully with a
special prayer time afterwards. Many young people were
ministered to in a deep way.
On the final morning we had communion together
after hearing some of the testimonies from the youth on
what God had been doing in their lives over the weekend.
Many felt that God had spoken directly into their lives.
Luke Shaw –Youth Co-ordinator

Hanging out!
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Worship time.

Jared showing off his personally made
loom band singlet!
‘Marshmallow Heads’ – one of the many
games.

What
They
Said
Morning ‘aerobics’.

Spring Camp helped me get a better understanding
of life and why we were put on this earth. I feel that I am
more open about myself and who I am after I went to this
camp. If there was no funding help I wouldn’t have come
on Spring Camp. Thank you.
Spring Camp was amazing! It helped me understand
more about our God. I feel a lot more confident praying
and talking about God. I made so many lifelong friends.
Thank you for donating money for us to go... I’m so glad I
went.
Spring Camp was an incredible experience, helping
me bond with my friends and also discover myself a side
I never even thought I’d see, making me at peace with

myself, that I was given a clean slate, a second chance.
I really enjoyed Spring Camp. There were really good
guest speakers that came and shared their stories with
us. We got to do heaps of challenges to try and win the
Bishop’s Log.
Spring Camp was really fun. I really enjoyed meeting
new people and making new friends. There were heaps of
strangers there but they soon became known to me and
then we were all just one big happy family.
Spring Camp was amazing this year. I made lifelong
friends there. Thank you for your funding towards this
camp. It was an awesome experience and had some very
inspirational speakers.
The Witness • Page 11

Kitchen capers at St Luke’s, Spring Creek
Sue Boyd (who works in the wine industry) and
her friends love to get together for gastronomical
adventures and to share recipes. A vision took shape
in her mind. As our church hall’s kitchen is badly in
need of an upgrade, particularly the stove, she thought
it would be a great idea to have a fundraiser with a
kitchen theme. So some of us foodies got on board
and made plans for a market day.

Friends, family, workmates, church folk etc were
propositioned for their cast-off kitchenware and recipe
books and to make jams and preserves. Someone
said, “I can make cupcakes but can’t decorate them.”
Another said, “I can’t make them but love decorating
them,” and so it went on.
A few months, meetings and laughs later, we were
setting up on the Friday before, glad we’d used the
bigger community hall next door, as table after

table were filled with pre-loved treasures, gadgets
and gizmos, storage containers, serving dishes,
tableware, haberdashery, pots, pans, cookware, cutlery,
small appliances, recipe books and everything else
imaginable.
The supper room became a tearoom with
gingerbread decorating for the kids, cupcake and
fudge stalls, and a raffle to catch people on the way
out.
Saturday morning – election day – dawned wet
and cold, however spirits remained high and the
baking, produce, preserves, olive oil, culinary plants
and helpers flowed in to top up the tables. Despite
the weather, a steady stream of bargain hunters, food
lovers and cooks pretty quickly saw the goods rolling
out.
We were delighted to find we’d taken more than
we needed for a new stove, but this paled into
insignificance compared to the great time everyone
had working together. The value, as in any outreach,
was in the relationships built between church
members and with the local community. Next day,
both before and after church, conversations were
buzzing.
These things do take planning, commitment and
effort but when everyone is contributing their Godgiven gifts and working together through God’s grace,
all playing the same tune, it is music to the ears and the
spin-off is priceless.
Mary Butler – Spring Creek

A family finds fellowship at Wakefield Worship Centre
At the end of 2013, Emma and Ian Radcliffe and their
family moved from Belgrove to Wakefield, where they
are presently building a new home which will overlook
the town. I asked them what had drawn Emma, and
their two children in particular, to St John’s Worship
Centre.
Basically now being closer to the village meant
walking to church was possible and it was no longer
yet another drive from home to somewhere. (This is
a good point that when both husband and wife are
working and commuting, life is pretty exhausting.)
The fact that Sophia had a close friend at church
called Paige was important, so she really enjoyed
coming, and Jimmy also came and joined the Youth
Group. Ian and Emma appreciated our Youth Worker
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Hayden Stevenson’s warm welcome and friendship.
Particular things they saw at the worship centre were
the informal and laid back style of church. It is real and
so relaxed and friendly, unlike some church services,
which have seemed too formal or austere for a family.
They also really enjoyed the children’s songs which
were so catchy; Emma said she found they were
singing them through the week! It is a place where
Emma finds she can reflect, be silent, and be refreshed.
Ian also said it is great that two of their children really
love going to church, and it is a place where they can
express themselves.
Allan Wasley
– Vicar, Wakefield with Murchison Parish

Build hope for tomorrow

The waiting time is over for 22 year-old Asha from
South Sudan. The birth of baby Balas signals the end of
her old life marked by fear, hunger and violence.
Balas means ‘for free’ or ‘everything cancelled’ – a new
chapter in her life. Asha is determined that he will have
what she did not have.
Captured by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army, she
lived in the bush with her ‘husband’ for three months.
It was only when he was killed by Ugandan troops that
she was able to escape.
When she first returned home, her village did not
recognise her. It took skilled counselling from Maridi
Service Agency (MSA) staff for her to recover her
feelings and will to live.
“Indeed I have been through a hard life with serious
effects from the abduction, separation and inhumane
conditions in the hands of the LRA,” she says.
“I hardly believed I would see my family again,
but with the mighty power of God I’m still alive and
together with them. I will continue to praise the name

of God for the wonderful help he has given me in spite
of my suffering and missing education.”
MSA gave her other support – soap, baby clothes,
food and other items. Now she has found a husband
who cares for her and a home out of the war zone.
Like all of the dedicated Christian World Service
partners MSA builds hope into all it does. To
communities traumatised by war and disaster, it is local
people who can help in a way that strangers can’t.
Please support the 2014 Christmas Appeal to help
our partners do what they do so well.
Worship resources and other materials are available
at www.christmasappeal.org.nz.
Working together we can ‘Build Hope for Tomorrow’.
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A blessing just to be

Watiri Maina sharing insights from
the Book of Ruth.

Refresh Women’s Day at St Stephen’s Tahunanui opened its doors for a
second year to a large crowd of women looking forward to what God was
going to do and I’m sure none of them were disappointed. One hundred
and twenty women from around the diocese, even as far away as Kaikoura,
took the opportunity to meet up with old friends and new and leave
behind them deadlines and cares to spend time with one another, Watiri
Maina (guest speaker) and God.
Jacqui Holmes of Victory Parish shared her thoughts:
The Refresh Women’s Day was so refreshing! My Saturdays are usually
spent running around doing things and it was such a blessing just to ‘be’.
The moment I walked through the door I sensed God saying that I was to
leave my concerns behind and be prepared to hear from him.
I was stirred by powerful and moving testimonies. Watiri Maina, the
guest speaker peppered her discussions on the book of Ruth with
personal stories which were often very humorous. A lot of preparation and
organisation went into making this event a place and space for everyone
to meet with God and be refreshed. The flowers in the bathrooms, the
food, the ‘goodie bag’ the worshipful atmosphere and the presence of God
ensured that I met with him in a very special way. It was such a lovely time
of fellowship and opportunity to make some new friends and feel part of
God’s bigger family. I’ll definitely be back next year!
Make sure you don’t miss out on this very special event in 2015.
Hilary Ellena

The Chronicles of Paki
Written for the bicentennial, this series of five books, by Nelson
based authors Alison Condon and Gina Taggart, is in a colourful
comic book format which appeals greatly to children.
I gave the books to children to read or look at. This is what a
nine year old had to say about one of the books ‘Te Pahi, The
Adventurer’...
This book is about a Maori Chief called Te Pahi who goes to Australia
and learns about Christianity and about mercy. During his travels he
discovers that two men are about to be sentenced to death for a small
crime. Te Pahi gets the Governor to show mercy and saves the two men.
The story reminded me to show mercy to others. I have been
practicing showing mercy to others since I’ve read this book. (Samuel
Holmes)
Sue Fallow – Children and Families Enabler
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Epiphany
We all know when Christmas is and what it is all
about, but do you know when ‘Epiphany’ is? And if you
do, do you know what it is?
It is a special celebration observed on January 6,
which in our part of the world puts it squarely in
holiday time and is probably why we do not make
such a big deal of it. The name ‘Epiphany’ comes
from the Greek word Epiphania and means to show,
make known, or reveal. It follows right after the
Christmas season and our Prayer Book tells us it is
about ‘The Revelation of Christ to the Gentiles’. That
is, highlighting that Jesus is the Saviour of the whole
world and its peoples, not just the Jews. This is kind of
ironic because it seems that this Christian celebration
was originally based on, and seen as the fulfilment
of, the Jewish ‘Festival of Lights’ held on January 6.
Light is significant for our modern celebration: it
encompasses the wise men following the star, Jesus
the light of the world and the Church in our day being
a light to the nations.
However the origins of the Epiphany celebration are
in the Eastern part of the early church. There in 361AD
it was the commemoration of the birth of Jesus Christ.
A little later it picked up the additional elements of the
visit of the wise men, the baptism of Jesus and the first
miracle of the wedding at Cana.
When the date for celebrating Jesus’ birth was fixed
at December 25, the ‘additional elements’ became

prominent as they make known or reveal the divinity
of Jesus. In this way the Epiphany celebrates God’s
revealing of Jesus’ identity as true God, Messiah, and
Saviour of the world. It commemorates the fact that
Jesus appeared to save us, and also that God revealed
the identity of Jesus to the world.
Epiphany reminds us that God took the initiative. In
other words, God did not demand that we discover
on our own who Jesus of Nazareth is. He was gracious
to us and revealed Jesus to us in ways that we could
understand. He sought out the wise men and revealed
Jesus’ person and mission to them through prophecy
and star. They would not have discovered this on their
own.
Epiphany also highlights that we too have been
sought out. God has come looking for us in Jesus, and
revealed to us that Jesus is our personal Saviour, and
the Saviour of the whole world.
Having had Jesus revealed to us, we in turn have
a responsibility to reveal him. One of the prayers
for Epiphany in our Prayer Book follows this theme
(p.560):
O God, by the leading of a star,
you revealed your Son Jesus Christ to the Gentiles;
grant that your Church may be a light to the nations,
so that the whole world may come to see
the splendour of your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Wayne Thornton – Vicar Motueka Parish

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL
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What can a baby do?
1.
Bathed in starlight
a child was born
so long ago and so far away.
Why all the fuss
for what can a baby do ...
...put cold fear in the heart of kings,
draw important visitors from distant lands,
make ordinary folk exalted guests,
crack open the sky with a chorus of angels,
go on to amaze and confound
those who think they know.
Potential and possibility
all wrapped up in a box full of hay.

2.
Love, Joy, Hope, Peace
clothed in a baby bundle on a journey
from heaven to a Bethlehem stable
to a sandy Aotearoa bay.
Welcomed by tui and bellbird
and paddle of canoe;
haka echoing a response to glad tidings of great joy:
a Saviour is born for the people of this land too.
Two hundred years on
has this message in fragile flesh
found a home in our soil and in our hearts...
The question remains
what can a baby do for our nation?
What can a baby do for you...
Wayne M Thornton

Murals painted by children from Renwick School which are displayed at the Renwick Anglican
Community Church.
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