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A big thing
Christmas is big – if advertising is anything to go by!
As I am writing this there is still a month to go until Christmas – it’s not
even December – but already the countdown has begun. The malls are
decorated, well positioned to take full advantage of the annual consumer
bonanza. The television news tonight informed us – in one of the leading
stories – that spending was already up on the same period last year. I guess
that someone, somewhere must have decided that we (the television
consumers) are tired of images from Syria, or Egypt, the Philippines – or
wherever!
As much as we try to say that ‘Jesus is the reason for the season’, there is
a generation that has grown up in the West for whom the white-bearded
fellow in the red suit is the primary figure.
A Christian minister watching the annual Santa parade a few years ago
in our capital city overheard two middle-aged men commenting to each
other (as a Nativity scene went by) “look at that, these Christians can’t help
muscling in on everything and spoiling it!”
Although not devoted to it, this edition of The Witness points us to the
‘reason for the season’.
mas.
May Christ be at the centre of your Christmas.
With every blessing...
Richard and Hilary Ellena

Joe Keighley is
ordained priest during
the Synod service in
Picton.
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Rev Mike Hawke, Anglican Missions Board, Rev
Michael Hughes, Provincial General Secretary.
A quiet moment of reflection before
synod begins.

Synod 2013
This year’s Synod was held in the Parish of Picton, in recognition of their
150th celebrations. Richard and Kaye Dyer and the people of the parish were
wonderful hosts – it was a very positive few days.
It began with the annual Synod service in Holy Trinity Picton, during which
Rev Joe Keighley was ordained Priest.
The Bishop’s sermon ‘As they were walking’ – the call to be out walking
‘among’ the people and ‘with’ the people of our communities – set the scene
for the Synod and provided a theme that many referred to throughout the
discussion and debate.
One motion that invited us to respond to the Government’s redefining
marriage (in the amendment to the Marriage Act) by deregistering all clergy in
the diocese as marriage celebrants created much debate, but the motion was
eventually withdrawn. There was also passionate debate on a motion to create
safer environments within our churches – particularly in ministry to children
and young people. This was strongly supported. Our commitment to mission
was affirmed – locally and globally. It was a Synod that radiated a unity of vision
and of belonging.

‘Great to be here’ Sandy Topp (Kaikoura), Brandon
Sparrow (Golden Bay).

Rev Dr Andrew Burgess, Dean of
Bishopdale Theological College, Rev
Phil Greenwood, Priest in Charge,
Stoke Parish.

Diane Higgins (Waimea), Graham Allan (Cathedral);
‘This mission is worth getting excited about’.
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Spring Camp
Spring camp is the annual Nelson Anglican
Diocese youth event of the year. It’s the place
where all of our youth and youth leaders gather
together over one huge weekend, to catch up,
worship God, be inspired, have extreme fun, and
battle it out for the prized ‘Bishops Log’ which
is our regional competition trophy. After a hard
fought battle last year, Marlborough successfully
defended the log from all challengers before the
weekend was even over.
The theme was ‘Living sacrifice’. We cracked
open Romans chapter 12 across the weekend
and took a look at these powerful passages
and how we could apply them and live them
out. We had guest speaker Becs Conolly from
Holy Trinity Devonport, Auckland, as well as a
visit from Archbishop Philip Richardson. Also
included was a local line-up of speakers along
with David Riddell, director of LIving Wisdom
School of Counselling, Nelson, who spoke to the
youth leaders. City of Light returned to provide
the music sounds along with the Shed band from
Greymouth.
The days consisted of gatherings with the guest
speaker, music and worship, choice of workshops,
Bishops Log challenge, sports, tournaments,
games, entertainment and free time. Sleep
apparently was optional for some!
Luke Shaw – Diocesan Youth Co-ordinator
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Antonio Sardella (that’s
him on the poster as
the living sacrifice) –
shaving for a worthy
cause.

Spring Camp was again held at the awesome
Bridge Valley. Natasha and I were the only two
from Holy Trinity Church in Richmond. We thought
it was amazing and the vibe throughout the long
weekend was intense.
When we arrived we got a huge welcome from
the MCs, Jared and Tony. I knew that the fun was
about to start. After some rocking worship from
the City of Light band, our youth leaders invited us
up to be prayed for.
Throughout the weekend Becs (who was the
guest speaker) inspired us with her testimonies
about how she found God and gave her life to him
and how God impacts her life every day.
We got to do some great activities such as
paintball, high ropes, swimming, water sliding,
water fights, quad bikes, the Shenanigans for the
Bishop’s Log (trophy) and hanging out in the Zone.
I met some awesome people – it was great hanging
out them.
Some of the workshops over the weekend were
Creators Walk, Youth and Mission, Apologetics,
Faith at School and Relationships 101 – eeeek!. It
was cool getting to hear about what it was like to
live in India at the Youth and
Mission workshop.
The finale of the camp was
the camp concert. Micah
entertained us with some really
bad puns, they were so bad
they were funny. Then Tony and
Paniah had us cheering them
on as they had their hair shaved
off. Not only did we discover
that Tony has ears but they also
raised over $1,500 each for the
Child Cancer Foundation. You
guys ROCK.
It was great to share
Communion on Monday with
all our old friends, our new
friends and our youth leaders.
It was really sad to say goodbye
to everyone. Thanks to our
camp leaders – see you all same
time, same place next year –
hopefully with a larger gang
from Holy Trinity Richmond.
Georgia Mangelsdorf – age 12
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Walking the walk
Father… may your kingdom come, your will be
done…
Bishop Richard’s charge to members of the recent
Diocesan Synod in Picton, was to walk amongst the
people as Jesus did. Early on the last morning of Synod,
they did just that, in the beautiful setting of Picton
and Waikawa. In the peace of a sunlit early morning,
the people, homes, businesses and the community
services of Picton and Waikawa were gently prayed for
by small groups of three or four people, as they were
walking.
Thanksgiving was offered for so many blessings
and many blessings were prayed for: affirmation,
encouragement, worth, hope, serenity and that God’s
‘will be done’ in these communities ‘as it is in heaven’.
Malcolm Taylor, Rev Bob Barnes and members of his
church came across a memorial plaque dedicated in
loving memory of those who had lost their lives at sea
in the Cook Strait area.

“My brother’s name was on that plaque,” said
Malcolm. “Robbie was a cray fisherman who was on the
FV Reaper on 4 November 1981 when he was lost at
sea. They prayed a blessing on his family and on all the
commercial fishermen and their families who live in
these communities.”
Powerful, inspirational, surprising, loving – each
group had their own stories to share of how the Holy
Spirit had led them to pray blessings where they were.
Encouraged by Bishop Richard’s message and what
happened in Picton and Waikawa on that Saturday
morning, members of the congregation of Holy Trinity,
Picton are now working on ways to develop prayer
walking in their community. Other churches in the
diocese are doing the same.
As we are blessed, may we be a blessing.
Rev Hilary Oxford Smith – Picton Parish
To find out more about prayer walking, visit
www.waymakers.org.

As they were walking
On the evening of October 8 the Men’s Group at Hill’s
Community Church (which meets weekly) gathered
at 7pm for a short time of prayer before heading off
in pairs to walk and pray the streets of Mapua. Prior
to this we had read an article on prayer walking and
believed this was what God was calling us to do.
Off we went that evening, trying to be open to the
nudging of the Holy Spirit as we stopped and prayed
outside certain houses, blessing the occupants. There
were prayers for those who were on their own – for
the child care centre – the library – the names on the
war memorial – prayers for the local businesses – fire
station volunteers – and the new development on the
previously contaminated site by the wharf.
We continued our walk despite very heavy rain and
once we had completed our circuit met up at a local
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pub to share a beer along with thoughts and insights.
Some things came to us and will no doubt be part of
the ongoing discernment of our community’s needs.
Most importantly, we all realised how valuable it is to
walk our community with our ‘eyes open’.
We saw things we have not really noticed before.
Significantly, some men found the experience carried
over into the next day – being generally more aware
of one’s surroundings, which is the stuff of informed
prayer. The decision was made to prayer walk our
community monthly. Our second walk will be on
November 5 – this time we hope for a different type
of drenching as we walk, but expect the beer to be
equally as refreshing at the end.
Rev David Hollingsworth –
Hills Community Church, Mapua

Going for Gold

From left, Helen Baker,
Susan Ledingham,
Alan Gray, Melanie
Carruthers.
Worship the Lord with gladness, come before him
singing with joy.
[Psalm 100:2]
This year three women from Nelson Cathedral Choir,
Helen Baker, Melanie Carruthers and Susan Ledingham
have achieved the highest award of the Royal School of
Church Music; the RSCM Gold Award.
The Gold Awards were gained after an hour-long
individual examination in front of the Director of Music
at Holy Trinity Cathedral Auckland. They had earlier
submitted written work related to the music they sang
in the exam, and also had to show understanding
of the practice and purpose of music within church
services. Each of them prepared ten musical items,
including a major solo, answered background
questions and were tested on sight singing unknown
music.
As Helen Baker, the youngest of the three candidates,
said, “I learnt so much musically, liturgically and
spiritually through undertaking the journey to gain my
Gold Award.” Helen is studying Law at Otago University
and has sung in the Nelson Cathedral Choir since
she was 12 years old. She held the position of Head
Chorister for the last two years, leading by example
in her singing and helping to teach and care for the
younger children in the choir. Her solo for the exam
was How Beautiful Are The Feet from Handel’s Messiah
and she also chose to sing a traditional hymn tune to
Will You Come And Follow Me? to honour her Scottish
heritage.
Melanie Carruthers, mother of two young children
and well known with her husband Richard as directors
of the Nelson Youth Theatre Company, has sung
leading roles and been musical director in local
musicals, and has studied singing for many years.
She sang in the Nelson Cathedral Choir while still at

school and then joined again in 2007. Melanie said,
“The Gold Award is a daunting task when one looks
at the syllabus... but together we nudged each other
along and the shared knowledge really helped me
to add depth to my own preparation.” Her favourite
music for the exam was her solo, the Benedictus from
Haydn’s Little Organ Mass. Melanie has the extra role
of Cantor in the Cathedral Choir, singing solo lines, and
the opening lines which give the lead for psalms and
responses.
Susan Ledingham, who jokingly said that she is “on
the run down to being a superannuitant”, has sung
in church choirs since she was 10 years old. “Singing
and playing many different kinds of music has been a
hugely fulfilling and enjoyable part of my life,” she said,
“and it’s the wonderful heritage of church music that
enthrals me the most.”
Her choice of solo was O Thou That Tellest Good
Tidings To Zion from Handel’s Messiah. Susan links her
professional career in libraries with being the music
librarian for the Cathedral Choir.
The Royal School of Church Music, based in Salisbury,
England, supports a world-wide network of 8,500
churches, schools and individuals by setting musical
standards, offering advice and publishing music and
other resources to achieve ‘the best use of good music
in worship – whatever the resources, whatever the
styles’, as their website states.
Alan K Gray, organist and Minister of Music at Nelson
Cathedral (retiring January 2014), set the three women
the challenge of ‘going for Gold’. He helped coach them
and accompanied their pieces on organ and piano
in the exam. He said, “It shows that there is still great
enthusiasm for this branch of musicianship, that these
three have shown such commitment to advancing and
deepening their skills in this rich musical heritage.”
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Photo essay by Barry Doig
Tahunanui Parish.
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Go
G
o FFest
est
Jude Benton (Diocesan Children’s Worker) talking to Rev Mike
Hawke and Archbishop Philip Richardson about children’s
ministry.

A passion for God and his people
The Diocesan ‘Go Fest’ missions event was held
at Brightwater. Rev Bob Barnes (Chair of Diocesan
Overseas Missions Council) welcomed everyone
and the music team from Havelock parish led us in
enthusiastic worship.
Archbishop Philip Richardson was an inspiring guest
speaker and he spoke about his visit with a group from
Taranaki to Kuching in Sarawak. This group was an
‘all age’ team with eight ‘youth ambassadors’ some of
whom had never left Taranaki before. The experience
was life transforming for all who were involved. It was
great to have Rev Mike Hawke’s (Anglican Missions
Board) input, sharing his enthusiastic love for missions.
Several people spoke about their recent short-term
mission trips.
One person can and does make a vital and
worthwhile difference and so inspire others to do
the same. Rev Miriam Taylor shared about her work
in Vanuatu with the Nivan Christians, many of whom
come to Marlborough to work in the vineyards. She has
made several visits, often taking others, and has seen
many worthwhile projects completed.

Young people can and do hear from God. One such
person was Chauntelle Ham (13) from Blenheim, who
felt for five years that she would make a missions trip
and has just returned from a 10-day trip to Vanuatu
with Rev Miriam Taylor. She had a definite impact
on the lives of the young people she shared with
in several schools and is now raising money for eye
surgery for a new friend she made while over there.
Families have a special and vital place in missions as
they are able to reach other families in a unique way.
Rev Simon Martin spoke about the All Saints church
trip to Fiji which included his family. He said that this it
was a life changing experience for them all. They had
opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus and for
others to serve them in the same way.
I left with the thought that God cannot contain his
love for his creation made in his image. If we have a
passion for him and his people, we will go and share
this Good News. We will be loving our neighbours as
ourselves. This is the heart of mission.
Susanne Donaldson – Havelock Parish

All age kids ministry at Go Fest.

Chauntelle Ham (13)
shares enthusiastically
about her recent mission
trip to Vanuatu.

Praying for the Archbishop.
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Got room to help BTC ?
A spare room, a sleep out, an unused granny flat, a
generous heart?
The Order of the Shunemite.
What is this all about?
There is a delightful story in 2 Kings 4 about the lady
from Shunem who used to give hospitality to Elisha.
One day she said to her husband, “I know this man is a
holy man of God. Let’s make a small room on the roof
and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for
him. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.”
Bishopdale College needs a few people like this
Shunemite woman!
There are a number of people from out of the
Nelson region who wish to study at BTC, but find
the living costs too expensive. If only we could find
a way of being generous and helping them with
accommodation!
For a single, out of town student, it may be possible
to provide good board at a low price, or for an
exchange of some practical assistance.

BTC also run ‘intensives’. This involves folk coming
from out of Nelson, and spending a week – usually
Monday to Friday – studying in depth. The availability
of free or very low cost accommodation would be a
great incentive. We would love to be able to advertise
that in advance, if we had the names of folk who could
provide that.
Another future possibility is also the provision of
three days per week accommodation if there was
any student who was able to come for lectures from
Monday to Wednesday, and then return to their home
town for the rest of the week. Such a requirement
would be for about 12 weeks at a time.
So, is this something that you, like the Shunemite of
old, feel that God may be calling you to?
Have you a spare room, a sleep out, a spare granny
flat, a generous heart?
For more information and details, contact:
Rev Dr Andrew Burgess (dean@bishopdale.ac.nz) or
Fran Martin (office@bishopdale.ac.nz) or phone 548
8785 or write to BTC, PO Box 347, Nelson.

Building a
Welcoming Website
It was early September 2012 when Bishop’s Chaplain
David Hollingsworth shared about a new diocesan
website. It was envisaged it would have both static and
dynamic content, would be useful to both clergy and
parishioners and as easy to use as Facebook. A fresh
look was wanted, with flexibility to change pages easily
and add blogs, pictures, video and audio.
David Cowdrey from Stoke Parish was contracted
to survey parishes and staff at the Anglican Centre
to define user’s needs and what elements were
essential. A detailed proposal and a new structure and
initial page designs were submitted to the Standing
Committee in November.
In February 2013 the project had the green light to
go ahead. Templates were designed, the framework for
the site database was built and testing and tweaking
of modules was done. Available content was loaded to
the development site.
By May, (our original launch date) the site
demonstrated live to Standing Committee and further
changes were made. A call was made to parishes for

information and pictures so the site would be visually
appealing and have current parish and ministries’
information.
We are now in the final stages and anticipate a
focused round of work up until Christmas, with the
site going live soon after that. A live website begins
to change radically and rapidly as it is used, which
demands ongoing maintenance: bug fixes, design
tweaks, functionality changes and the like.
One of the wonderful things about the web is that
it is interwoven with the people who create and use
it, making it an organic entity and environment that
reflects our community and message to the world.
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Reflections from
‘Vibrant Christ-centred Communities of Faith’
by Bishop Richard
The Mission of the Church
Our Aim: To be a missional church reaching out beyond
ourselves with acts of loving service and proclamation
that radiate our commitment to Jesus.
We are not here for ourselves but to bring others into
the Kingdom of God.
Are we perpetuating an institution and serving the
already committed?
‘The life and death of a church depends on how much
its members are willing to proclaim the gospel to the
world. If its ministers are satisfied merely with performing
their functions and counselling religious people ; if
its members confess their faith as far as it is socially
acceptable, the church will grow more and more into a
sterile institution that is far from the church of the New
Testament’. Schweitzer: ‘The Church as the Missionary
Body of Christ
Two important questions for us to answer 1. What is our strategy for mission?
2. How do we transition from maintenance to
mission?
‘The great commission’ from Acts 1:8
‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria and to all the ends of the earth’ (TNIV)
Jerusalem for us is within our own church
community. How do we work for the proclamation of
the good news of the Kingdom within the ‘walls’ of our
churches? How authentic is our living witness?
Judea - how do we reach
beyond our walls to those we
are already in relationship
with?
This should be a natural
sharing of our faith, an
‘invitational mission’ - inviting
people to a particular event or
gathering.
Samaria takes us out of our
comfort zone with people for
whom the church culture is
quite foreign.
We are the hands and feet
of Jesus as we respond to the
needs of others and we begin
to imagine what the Church
might look like if it was planted
ted
within this ‘unchurched’ culture.
re.
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To the Ends of the Earth - Our overseas mission will
focus on three strategies:
Short- term mission - where the local church sends
a team to share in ministry and service with another
culture, forming partnerships and encouraging one
another.
Long - term mission - where the local church sends
people to serve for a longer term in order to plant new
ministries or help sustain existing ministries.
Companion - Diocese - where a deep relationship
is built with a diocese in another culture for mutual
support and development.
Transitioning the Church from Maintenance to
Mission
Mission grows out of a dynamic faith that has sprung
up within an individual (or within a church) who just
can’t keep quiet about it. Reaching out in loving acts of
service is also part of our ‘mission’ as is the challenging
of structures that oppress or diminish people.
A renewal of mission will be a natural consequence of
the renewal of faith and must be the starting point for
any attempt to transition the church from maintenance
to mission.
To develop an excitement for mission we must
challenge some prevailing preconceptions and
prejudices that exist within our parishes.
Our mindset must move beyond knitting and
postage stamps - not that there is anything wrong with
these activities but it limits the vision.
Mission is not necessarily
something that others are called
to. God does take us out of our
comfort zone when it comes to
mission but he always prepares
the way by instilling in us an
excitement for mission.
We must continue to talk about
‘mission’; to preach about the
lost sheep, the lost coin, the great
commission; to pray for people
involved in missional ventures at
home and overseas and listen to
their stories.
We must constantly talk about
the mission of the church rather
than the ministry of the church.

Share water,
share life
Any gardener knows the difference a good water
supply makes. With a new pump, Luis Robles is now
growing peppers, plantains, tomatoes and more. At
23 he is a leader in the rural Macatoya community of
Nicaragua.
It has been a tough year. He was worried for his
community and especially his 16-month-old daughter.
As in much of rural Nicaragua the people there are very
poor. They live on what they can grow or trade – not
much.
“Because of the disordered climate, the drought this
year was long and hard,” says Luis. “We had enough
clean water to drink, but we didn’t have enough water
er
to cultivate. So it was amazing when CEPAD (Council
cil of
Protestant Churches of Nicaragua) brought the riego
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Stir Up Sunday
This is an informal term in Anglican churches for
the last Sunday before the season of Advent. It comes
from the opening words of the prayer for the day in
the Book of Common Prayer of 1549 and later: Stir
up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful
people; that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit
of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Since most recipes for Christmas mince, cakes and
pudding call for the mixture to stand for several
weeks before cooking, the day subsequently became
connected with the preparation of Christmas baking
in readiness for Christmas. Supposedly, cooks, wives
and their servants would go to church, hear the words
‘Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord...’, and be reminded,
by association of ideas, that it was about time to start
stirring up the mixture for Christmas.
The traditional prayer reminds us that our will and
God’s will are not always in line with each other. It
tells us, it is only through the action of Jesus Christ,
and his stirring up of us, that our wills can come into
alignment with God’s will. So this day is more about
every one of us being ‘stirred up’ than it is about
Christmas mince, cakes or puddings! As preachers
down the years have emphasised particularly on this
day: ‘...only through Jesus’ action within us can we
bring forth those ‘good fruits’, good actions, that will
cause God to look upon us and abundantly reward
our efforts.’ May our baking and our living as Jesus’
followers produce desirable results!

Nine Lessons and Carols
This is a ‘traditional’ service held during Advent in
many Anglican churches throughout the world. It
all began with Bishop Edward White Benson (182996) of Truro in the United Kingdom. It seems his
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inspiration was the desire to keep working men out
of the pubs on Christmas Eve, so he put together this
novel service, first used at 10pm on Christmas Eve
1880. In essence the service as we know it tells the
story of the fall from grace of humanity, the promise
of the Messiah and the birth of Christ in nine short
Bible readings interspersed with carols, hymns and
seasonal music. While now this is a well-known and
loved service, its popularity and spread can be traced
to King’s College, Cambridge, Christmas Eve 1918. The
Dean of the College, Eric Milner-White, believed that
more imaginative worship was needed in the Church
of England and so adapted Bishop Benson’s order
from 38 years earlier.
The King’s College service was first broadcast in
1928, and except for 1930 has been broadcast every
year since. It is this form of service Anglicans around
the globe are familiar with. The traditional biblical
themes are – God tells sinful Adam that he has lost
the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the
serpent’s head; God promises to faithful Abraham that
in his seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed;
the prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour; the
peace that Christ will bring is foreshown; the angel
Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary; St Luke tells
of the birth of Jesus; the shepherds go to the manger;
the wise men are led by the star to Jesus; concluding
with the first words of St John’s gospel which unfold
the great mystery of the Incarnation.
Bishop Benson’s original idea has been adapted
around the world and the service of nine lessons and
carols has become a well-loved expression of Anglican
spirituality in the lead up to Christmas. It helps us
get ready to celebrate, and perhaps even more
understand, the amazing event of God coming among
us in the baby born in Bethlehem.
Wayne Thornton

Refreshed
The first Refresh women’s retreat was held with great
success at St Stephens, Tahunanui on November 2,
with almost 80 attendees. Women gathered from all
over the diocese, including Blenheim and Westport,
and from several other denominations to attend the
event.
The theme was ‘Staying Close to Jesus in Spite of
Life’s Circumstances’ – based on Daniel 3:17-18. Guest
speaker Bron Tait, spoke into the hearts of many
women as she shared her personal testimony, her
struggles and how God helped her overcome them.
Bron and her husband Phil are co-pastoring a growing
church in Raumati on the Kapiti Coast. Her teaching
gift blessed the delegates as she brought the Bible

stories of old to contemporary life. As Bron puts it,
“every story in the Bible is our story.”
A common message that resonated with everyone
was; no matter what ‘fire’ we find ourselves walking
through we need to make sure that the fumes from
that fire are left behind us, that we are untainted by
the ‘fumes of the fire’. Jesus will not only walk with us
through the flames, he will remove the odour too.
The women at Refresh felt blessed from the time they
arrived to the time they left. It was a day of inspiring
worship, anointed teaching, shared prophecies,
wonderful fellowship, and a faithful connection with
the Lord. We left feeling restored and refreshed.
Susan Keighley, Tahunanui Parish

Reflections...
Literally refreshing! Full of gems and rich nuggets.
Refreshing is exactly what this conference was. As a
mum of two little ones, being in the presence of the
Holy Spirit, worshiping and hearing Bron Tait has
re-energised me.
Encouraging! Bron mixed our faith with God’s
promises.
A great day to take time out and listen to spirit-filled,
biblical teaching and to spend time in prayer.

The ministry was generous, lavishly blending great
spiritually mature teaching with practical realistic
insight. There was something for everyone at all
levels.
A really good day! Being reminded of God’s
faithfulness through the challenges of life and
seeing first-hand how God changes people when
they immerse themselves in his Word.
So glad I made the time to go.
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Reflection...
for to us a child is born
The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light…
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.’
Isaiah 9:2,6-7

The prophet Isaiah wrote at a time when hope was in
short supply. Life for the Jewish people was in turmoil.
The Assyrian empire was in control and during this
time the northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed and
the southern kingdom, Judah, through the ‘wisdom’
of its rulers, was humiliated. And more than that the
nation seemed to have abandoned God.
‘Your rulers are rebels, companions of thieves; they
all love bribes and chase after gifts. They do not defend
the cause of the fatherless; the widow’s case does not
come before them.’
It was all too easy to assume that ‘darkness covered
the earth’.
It is into this, the confusion and disappointment and
disobedience of God’s people, that God called Isaiah
to be a voice in the wilderness speaking a profound
message of hope into a dark place.
Isaiah spoke of a time when a child, a son of David,
would be born, who would rule with justice and
righteousness, when God’s peace would prevail for all
time.
In Isaiah’s lifetime, despite the religious reforms and
efforts of Hezekiah, nothing much really changed and
about a hundred years later, it went from bad to worse,
with the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem.
I wonder whether we don’t live in a similar age to
the time of Isaiah. And now, just as then, it is tempting
to place our hope in the power and prestige that
this world offers, even through religion. Perhaps the
greatest lesson from Isaiah’s writings is that God’s way
of bringing everlasting peace defies our expectations

of how and when things ought to happen. It was not
until some 600 years later that in a tiny village, amidst
the violence and oppression of yet another world
empire, that a child was born, Jesus, whom we have
given the name that Isaiah wrote: Immanuel, God with
us, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
It is astonishing that God would bring about his
everlasting peace through a fragile baby born into
the most hostile of environments. It is astonishing
that this peace was won through his humility and his
willingness to suffer at the hands of the powers of this
world. And it is astonishing that God gives the world
the freedom to live in the light of his peace or not.
When we look at this world, perhaps we can say that
not a lot has changed since the time of Isaiah, and with
regard to the ways of the world, and human nature,
perhaps it hasn’t. But the hope that Isaiah wrote of, for
salvation, for peace, for justice and righteousness, has
come to us and is with us. He comes to us this Advent
and Christmas.
We have been blessed this year with the gift of a
child born to us, Emily Hannah Faith. She is a treasure,
a joy and delight (as you can see). She is an amazing
reminder that God moves in this world in ways that
are both at once astonishing and miraculous but also
unremarkable and, to many, insignificant.
May God bless you this Advent and Christmas
season, and may you come to know ever more the
everlasting peace of Christ, Immanuel, God with us.
Rev John Sherlock

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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