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The Ascension / Pentecost

No slowing down through Winter
I don’t normally march on Anzac day
– but stand at the city’s war memorial
in the pre-dawn darkness and wait
for the returned service men and
women to march in and be formally
welcomed.
This year I was asked to join the
official party in the march – and even
the large numbers lining the streets in
the darkness didn’t prepare me for the
size of the crowd packed into Trafalgar
Park. It has grabbed the imagination
of our nation.
Without wanting to take anything
away from this important event, I
did feel disappointed that the Anzac
banners reading ‘we will remember

them’ were going up all around the
city during Easter weekend but there
was nothing anywhere encouraging
us to remember the One who gave his
life so there would be no more war.
This edition chronicles some of the
exciting things happening around the
diocese – such as the Mission Order
of St Paul which is now a reality and
is providing a support network for
new forms of gathering for those who
struggle with institutional Church.
With every blessing.

Jesus is ascended...
Hallelujah!
We are approaching the season in the church year
known as Pentecost, which lasts for seven weeks. It is
when we celebrate the events of Acts 2, where the Holy
Spirit is poured out on the disciples who have gathered
together in Jerusalem.
However, if we want to be able to think well about
Pentecost, there is another event that took place 10
days before Pentecost which we also need to think
about.
The Ascension of Jesus is a really important part
of understanding Pentecost, and the pouring out
of the Holy Spirit. In fact, the Ascension is key to
understanding what God is doing now, and what we
are to be doing too.
We read about the Ascension in Acts 1, where Jesus
and his disciples are out in the hills, 40 days after his
resurrection. While Jesus is teaching them, he is taken
up into the sky and hidden from the disciples’ sight by

a cloud. The disciples then return to Jerusalem where
they continue to meet together to pray and worship.
Keep in mind what Jesus had said to his disciples right
before his Ascension, “You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
On the night before Jesus is crucified, one of the
things he says over and over again to his disciples is
that he will not leave his disciples alone, but would
send them his Spirit, to teach, comfort, encourage,
counsel and help them; and to remind them of
everything Jesus had said and done. The outpouring
of the Spirit is the fruit of Jesus departing to the
immediate presence of the Father.
Now, Jesus is at the Father’s side, interceding for us
and sharing his life with us. Jesus is the anchor, holding
us as God’s children, giving us gifts and making us new.
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When we put all this together, we see that
the Ascension is nothing to do with Jesus just
disappearing.
A theologian named TF Torrance, suggests that we
need to think of the Ascension as hitting a ‘Pause’
button. Because the presence of the risen Jesus is so
powerful, he confronts us, and demands a decision. By
withholding himself, and ‘veiling’ his presence, Jesus
is giving the Church time in which it can bear witness
to him and he gives space for people to make their
decision.
There certainly will be a day when Jesus will return,
and the whole scope of salvation – not just ourselves
as individuals, but the whole of creation – will be
revealed... but for now, the Church awaits that day
expectantly.
A term that we often use at BTC is to talk about the
Church as living in the ‘time between’, in the period of
time between the Ascension and the future return of
Jesus Christ. In this time, although Jesus has ascended
he has not left us alone. Rather, through pouring out
the Holy Spirit on the Church, God both draws us
into relationship with himself and empowers us for
service and for faithful witness. Although Christ is not
physically present on earth, he is with each one of us
through his Holy Spirit.
So... let the Ascension show us who we are and to
whom we belong. Jesus is risen and ascended and we
are his.
The Spirit is poured out and we live now in
anticipation and excitement as we look for the day
when we see him face to face.
Kate Dugdale and Andrew Burgess
– Bishopdale Theological College
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Armed Forces Chaplains
committed to Jesus Christ and the men and women they serve with
The role of an armed forces chaplain is both
evangelistic and pastoral. Evangelistic in the sense that
as it is often said there are no atheists in foxholes so,
whether a soldier (or sailor or airman or airwoman) is
a committed Christian or a committed atheist, when
their circumstances turn their minds to the deeper
questions of life and belief, their chaplain is there for
them all to advise and to encourage them to take a
further step along their spiritual journey.
Hand in hand with this is the pastoral support a
chaplain renders to all soldiers and their families. Their
role is to be the unbiased friend and advisor to all in
uniform, no matter their rank, their position or their
religious belief (or lack of belief ). As a saying goes, all
may see a chaplain... none must, but perhaps some
should!
Both of these roles take on a sharper edge in battle
or on operational deployments. While the usual
chaplaincy role is to be available for defence personnel
and their families at home, their vital role is to be
with their unit whenever it is deployed overseas. In
the current climate this might be a peace-keeping
operation in any one of several countries but chaplains
have served with their troops in all of the major armed
conflicts of the 20th century from World War I to Korea
and Viet Nam. Once again, the two roles mean they
are in the front line with the troops, whether it is at
the Casualty Clearing Station during a battle or quietly
visiting look-out trenches during the night to let the
sentries know they have not been forgotten in their
lonely and dangerous posts.
A famous World War I chaplain was Geoffrey
Studdert-Kennedy whose constant presence
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in the front line trenches of France, his uniform
pockets bulging with cigarettes which he freely
handed out to the troops, earned him forever the
affectionate nickname of Woodbine Willie. In August
a commemoration will be held in Wellington for the
first NZ Chaplain to be killed at Gallipoli, Chaplain
Class III William Grant. He met his end while treating
the wounds of an enemy soldier on Hill 60 Gallipoli on
August 28, 1915. In World War II Padre Keith Harper,
a West Coast priest, was killed in action with the NZ
Division in Italy in 1944. During the battle for Monte
Cassino he leapt into a shell hole to drag out the
wounded when the next salvo from an enemy artillery
battery landed on him.
It is a calling of total commitment, to Jesus Christ
first and foremost and, in his name, to the soldiers with
whom they serve.
John Neal was ordained at Nelson Cathedral in 1968 by
Bishop Peter Sutton. He has served in parishes in Stoke,
Westport, Timaru and in Labrador, Eastern Canada. For 23
years he served as a chaplain in the Royal New Zealand Air
Force and his final appointment
was as Principal Defence Chaplain
to the NZ Defence Force. Nominally
retired, John currently serves as
a part-time Assistant Priest at
Nativity, Blenheim. He is married to
Pam and they have two children;
Carol, a nurse working in the
Australian outback and David, an
army officer living in Palmerston
North.

Men of peace — Men of war
Nigel Whinney was born and educated in England before joining the Royal Navy straight from school in 1962. He qualified as
a helicopter pilot in 1968 and flew from a number of ships including frigates and aircraft carriers. He became the helicopter
instructor for the Royal New Zealand Navy from 1973 to 1975 and after promotion to Commander, served in Northern Ireland,
the Falkland Islands and Hong Kong. He retired from the Royal Navy in 1995 and was then ordained into the Church of
England. He is now licensed to officiate in the Diocese of Nelson and is also a locum hospital chaplain here.
Nigel, his wife Harriet and New Zealand born daughter live here and his son lives and works in Ontario, Canada.
“What would your response be if you were ordered
to open fire on an approaching enemy?” That question,
in some form or other, is asked of everyone, men and
women, who apply to join the armed forces. It raises
all sorts of questions especially for people of faith. I
was first asked the question when I was applying to
join the Royal Navy back in 1961. At that stage in my
life, my response was that I would do as I was told
without question. Later, as a qualified pilot in the Fleet
Air Arm flying aircraft loaded with various sorts of
armament, the question arose again. My response then
was that I would react if the force of which I was a part
was threatened. In the latter part of my career as the
Commanding Officer of a warship, my response was
that I would react in a way I thought appropriate but in
accordance with the Rules of Engagement.
So there are a number of avenues by which the use
of force could be considered. First, there is the case
for a ‘just’ war. If your country, your way of life, or any
friendly country to which you were bound by treaty,
was threatened by another, then the use of arms could
be considered justified. You could consider the armed
forces as a national insurance policy, as an extension of
foreign policy. Perhaps the case of the Nazi occupation
of Europe in 1938 might be a case in point.
Next, there is the sense of duty. Many people join the
armed forces when their country is threatened, out of

a sense of duty. Perhaps the massive call to arms at the
outset of World War I might be an example. Then, there
is a sense of service and sacrifice to others. Over time,
a camaraderie builds up between people in the same
unit and one feels motivated to do everything possible
to protect one’s comrades. Soldiers throw themselves
over a live grenade to save others.
Next, there is the need for self-defence. If someone
approaches you or your family with an intent to harm
them, then maybe you are justified to take action.
This applies just as much in the case of the armed
forces. And maybe finally, there is the natural instinct
to fight or flee. Do I stand and fight it out to the best
of my ability or do I turn and run to save myself? I
suppose that for the sake of completeness one ought
to mention that there are people who join the forces
because they want to be in a position of power over
others.
I am not saying that a member of the armed forces
sits down and weighs all these courses of action before
taking action. But when the bullets start flying, even
the most ardent non-believer prays for deliverance.
I know; I have seen it. Usually one reacts to the most
immediate threat to you, your comrades or your family.
Fortunately I was never required to fire a shot in
anger in all my 33 years of service.
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A sculptor’s impression of Pentecost

Pentecost 2015; pendant; carved, painted and gilded
bone; 50 x 40 x 15mm.

When I was asked to produce an artwork depicting
Pentecost I was a bit perplexed. I am a sculptor, but
the symbols of Pentecost are purely spiritual; difficult
to realise in a solid medium which by its very nature is,
well, solid in all the ways that the Holy Spirit is not.
Added to my problem was a short deadline, so
anything monumental was out of the question. Plus it
had to be made between discussing art with visitors to
Icon Gallery, where I work.
Given no time to worry overmuch, I asked for God’s
help (it is about him, after all) and Pentecost 2015 is the
result.
It seemed to me that Pentecost as described in Acts 2
was a riot: untidy, undignified, uproarious, and despite
appearances, no alcohol or drugs were involved.
However, to the faithful group who joyfully received
the mystery they waited for, was given all that was
needed to get that fledgling church flying, all the way
down the centuries to us.
God’s Spirit does seem chaotic at times but within
him is also the peace that passes all understanding,
and wisdom that passes all understanding as well.
Janis Holland – Victory Community Anglican Church

New Appointment
Diocesan Executive Secretary for the Anglican Diocese of Nelson
The Bishop of Nelson, The Rt Rev
Richard Ellena, with the concurrence of
the Standing Committee of the Diocese
of Nelson is pleased to announce
the appointment of Annie Fraser,
of Wakefield, as the new Diocesan
Executive Secretary for the Diocese of
Nelson. She will replace Ian Pask who
is retiring after 14 years in the position.
Her appointment will be effective from
2 June 2015.
Annie comes to the position with
a background in Law and Public
Administration. She is actively involved
in her local church at Wakefield. Annie is
married to Liam Gallacher and their five
daughters complete the family.
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Liam and Annie with Ian and Pam.

Growing
life-long disciples
As I reflect on a year as Children and Families Ministry
Enabler, I am overwhelmed by the number of people
I have met and their willingness to welcome me
into their ministry. When I arrived in the diocese my
number one priority was to discover what God was
doing in the ‘top of the south’. So, what did I discover?
There are a variety of parishes, each with their own
unique range of ministries. The people involved in
children and families ministries are passionate about
and totally committed to their ministry. Many are
especially gifted in this area of ministry and others
have been involved for a number of years. I have
experienced their energy and feel privileged to be able
to support and resource them in their ministry.
For many I have been the first person from the
diocese who has visited their Children’s ministry. These
people deserve every encouragement as they are
often the face of our faith in their community. They
are the frontline, but few are actually evangelising.
They are certainly excellent at pastoral care but are not
confident enough to go the next step and spread the
gospel.
I discovered some fantastic Sunday morning ministry
programmes with really strong biblically based
teaching. But often these are not seen as tools for
developing a life-long disciple, which means that the
curriculum used is randomly chosen.

I consider discipling to be ‘core business’ in any
ministry.
While most parishes have one or more ministries to
children and families, they are rarely part of a strategic
mission action plan. This is something I believe is vitally
important in any planning a parish undertakes.
I discovered people involved in ministries who did
not know or have any contact with people in similar
ministries in other parishes, even if the parishes were in
very close proximity.
Connecting people has resulted in the sharing of
skills and talents to enhance existing ministries and
leading to the growth of new ministries.
In my travels around the diocese I found many
groups of young people in the 10-13 year age group.
This is a group we frequently lose from our church
communities. Gathering these groups together has
been the vision for two camps in the diocese.
As a diocese we take safety seriously and I have
inherited the role of ‘Safe Here’ Risk Management
Officer (RMO). While this has had its own challenges,
there is a significant increase in the number of trained
people in parishes throughout the diocese.
There are 66 children and family ministries within the
diocese and I wonder in what direction God may take
these ministries in the next 12 months.
Whatever and wherever that may be, I am excited by
the role God has for me as I continue to support and
resource these ministries.
Sue Fallow – Children and Families Ministry Enabler
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Mission is always here and now –
it’s just a matter of looking
Is our journey your journey?
The NZ church missionary society had its AGM at All
Saint’s, Nelson, in the same hall where it’s inaugural
meeting was held in 1894. This was followed by
a celebratory hui. Over the course of the evening
Steve Maina shared the 2020 Strategic Vision; Natalie
Downes, a fourth year medical student, spoke of the
Master Weaver at work during her time as an NZCMS
Haerenga intern in New Zealand and Fiji; and Phil and
Becky Sussex (dentist and teacher) shared stories from
their mission in Cambodia.

Natalie (above) reflected on the four stages involved
in weaving a Fijian mat to illustrate how God shaped
her through her experiences. Learning to weave a
traditional Fijian mat wasn’t on the list of things Natalie
expected to learn, but she discovered the process
captured something of her journey through her
Internship.
To prepare a mat, the process involves cutting down
the plant, stripping the thorns and putting it through
a process that changes the nature of the plant till it’s
ready to be woven together... the journey isn’t an easy
as undergoing change is painful at times.
Step one: involves being cut off (from medicine),
travel to Fiji (another cut) and beginning to adapt to an
entirely different culture.
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Step two: Just when getting comfortable, having the
thorns stripped off (perhaps in answer to the prayer)
‘Lord make them uncomfortable’. Adapting to life in
community certainly did that. Questions asked during
this process include: Are we being useful or a burden?
Are we just rich westerners leaving holes that wouldn’t
have been created had we not gone in the first place?
Step three: Roll up, boil and dry the leaves. God
then works through such ‘dry crusty dead things’. Big
changes are evident to get to this point through living,
listening and interacting with people in the midst of
everyday life.
Step four: the weaving. Being thankful to the Master
Weaver who took the highs and lows and made them
into something beautiful.
Natalie said, “It would have been very easy to treat
this time as a gap filler, a wee blip before my ‘proper
work’ and ‘real mission’ begins. But if there’s one thing
I’ve learnt it’s that mission isn’t something you can step
in and out of. Mission is always here and now. In our
transitions, in our routines and norms there are always
opportunities to step out. It’s just a matter of looking.”
Phil and Becky Sussex (below) asked: Is our journey
your journey? They shared experiences from four years
in Cambodia with their children sharing the Good
News in the context of their vocations. They made
the point that ‘called to full time Christian service’ is a
nonsense. After all what were you doing before?

Phil works among the poor providing free
dental treatment to people from some of the 150
communities forcibly relocated to make way for
‘redevelopment’. Through his teaching he also works to
build professional knowledge and to counter what he
calls ‘bad knowledge’ that can endanger lives.
Jesus is not a status quo person and he calls us to
passionate service. God supplies us in advance and
‘calling’ is widely varied (Ephesians 2:10). ‘Jesus came to
make us brave, not safe’ (Daniel 3:17-18). Missionaries
may no longer leave for the mission field with their
belongings packed in coffins, nevertheless there are
real risks and the words of James 4:14 still apply when
planning ahead: ‘What you ought to say is, If the Lord
wants us to, we will live and do this or that’.
A hundred people went home that evening inspired
to be the missionaries we indeed are.
Celebration of Honorary Life Members – NZCMS
announced the new Honorary Life Members at the
AGM at All Saints. The meeting was delighted to
acknowledge the work of Fred and Bev Greig, Jim and
Beverley Payne, Owen and Elizabeth Kimberley, John
and Alison Croucher, Ann Burgess, and Dale and Marie
Oldham.

Steve Maina.

Knowledge is health in Cambodia.

Phil Sussex at work in Cambodia.

Two key people at the meeting - Russell Smith and
Robert Kereopa.
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Freedom to take responsibility
the beginnings of an Order
When I first heard that Bishop Richard intended to
commence the work of the Mission Order of St Paul at
Nativity a few months ago my response was, ‘I hope the
Bishop realises he has a tiger by the tail’. If I remember,
one day I should apologise for that. He is smarter than
I gave him credit for. He hasn’t been holding on, he has
given it freedom.
And it has been interesting to watch the Order begin
to unfold. I’ll confess my expectation was for a flurry
of activity. But that hasn’t happened. People have
taken time to consider what it is the Order is, and what
it means for their ministry. In the past few months
we have seen no less than four visiting speakers, all
arranged by members of the Order, and I have lost
track of how many courses and conferences members
have attended as they build their skills. Members have
chosen to build deep foundations before building
upwards. Because so many courses are not local, one of
the effects of these courses and conferences is that the
members of the Order are making contacts outside our
church community and are already building credibility
and influence within the wider church.
That’s not to say that nothing has been happening.
I can certainly point to several study groups which
would not exist were it not for the Order. But because
members of the Order work within the church (which is
as is intended and as it should be) it becomes difficult
to separate which is ‘church’ ministry and which is
‘Order’ ministry. I can certainly see positive signs as
members become more confident in their ministry and
feel free to take responsibility and think outside the
box.
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One of the issues which has provoked much
discussion, and probably the question I most get
asked, is, ‘What exactly is the Mission Order of St Paul?’
It is perhaps best answered by a phrase from the
constitution which says, ‘The Order intentionally seeks
to identify, train, disciple and release Missional Leaders
(both lay and ordained)...’
One of the things the Order does not offer is a set of
rules. The other thing is that it does not as a corporate
body ‘do’ ministry. It simply seeks to identify leaders
who have committed their lives first of all to God. It
releases them to initiate and inspire new expressions
of church which conform to the teaching of the Church
as expressed within Anglican orthodoxy and then
requires them as responsible leaders to be accountable
to their peers. Put simply, it offers members the
freedom to develop and take responsibility for their
own unique ministry.
It’s all too easy to fall into doom and gloom over the
shrinking church and the secularisation of society, but
when I see a group of people seeking to improve their
understanding and go deeper in their experience of
God, and when I see those same people following their
passion for a particular ministry and so enhancing the
mission of the Church, I am optimistic about what the
future holds.
Keith Buck – MOSP Trust Board

An inspirational vision
for the Mission Order of St Paul in Marlborough
People have asked me to explain what the Mission
Order of St Paul (MOSP) about? How do you explain
the wind? How do you describe the character and
personality of a baby still in the womb? We are in the
exciting process of calling into being something that
God has visioned and it has fallen to me to ‘midwife’ it
into life.
When I got together recently with Keith Buck and
Raewyn Parkes to look at a possible administration
structure we were delighted with the unexpected
metaphor of a dandelion. This gave us an image which
helped to capture where we were at, but which also
inspired us to realise the huge potential for Mission
through the Order.
Raewyn’s vision of the dandelion was a particularly
poignant image for me personally, as dandelions
were a symbol of a promise for souls that God had
given us when we left friends and family to come to
Marlborough. In our vision for Marlborough, each
seed head on the dandelion represents a team, their
passions and places of influence. As you look at the
dandelion you can see some seed-heads are ready
to fly (as God breathes on them), and others will be
connected for a while yet until their time comes.
We have the Bishop as Provincial of the Order
and each regional area that MOSP grows in, will
have a Presbyter who will have pastoral oversight
and facilitate regular gatherings of the teams. In
Marlborough that person is Rev Bob Barnes. We call all
of the members, teams, and they are free to call their
initiatives whatever they like – community, church,
cell, cluster, crew, group... Several have already named
their ministries to suit their calling. For example a team
committed to prayer for the community, parish and
revival are called ‘CPR’.
Lemuel Community is an open home where many
travellers find a warm welcome, where young people
are mentored and which has become a refuge for those
stepping into discipleship after chaotic lifestyles. It has
been humbling seeing the sacrificial commitment of
the teams as they allow God to uniquely shape them.

Every one of them is stepping out in various ways to
follow Jesus, be it further training or being tenaciously
faithful to the fledgling discipleship God is asking them
to do.
What is happening in the Mission Order of St Paul in
Marlborough in these early days is precious and we are
rather reluctant to publicise these beginnings while
they are still being formed. However, we want to be
transparent and open to people who may want to be
involved, to create doorways for people with dreams,
visions and calling. To that end, on the first Saturday
morning of each month we gather for NETWORX – for
a time of devotions, sharing stories and projects. There
is a real synergy as people are released to use their gifts
and share them with others. It has been an exciting
journey so far.
Susan Howarth – MOSP Marlborough
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Diocesan News
Banners of Poppies
Two large banners containing thousands of
poppies were hung in the Cathedral as part
of the 100th Anzac Day Commemorations.
Beside red poppies there are purple ones
to remember the animals that went to
war, including horses killed in action. Blue
poppies represent the nurses who served in
World War One.
Thirty members of the Nelson Creative
Fibre Group worked to create the banner.
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100th Anniversary service at the Cathedral.

A feast of comedy and laughter

The latest group from CCSP. We thank God for the
energy and enthusiasm which each new group brings
to St Peter’s fellowship.

At St Peter’s, Kaikoura, we asked some of our
regular members to speak at our Harvest Festival.
Margaret Woodhill runs a bed and breakfast and
has an extraordinary garden with a greenhouse for
vegetables. She spoke about God and gardens.
Courtnay Wilson, an ex-pat American, works with
students who come over on a regular basis for the
CCSP (Christian Environmentalism Study Abroad). We
have been blessed to have their energy and talent in
our worship team. Courtnay spoke on Bread (which
was a hoot; her sample loaf was a flop that day).
Michael McCabe (the amazing Whale Watch group)
spoke about nature, with Norma Garbes talking about
fishing. It was a feast of comedy and laughter, fun and
memories shared with much banter.
What a wonderful way to Celebrate God’s provision
and goodness to us. Long live St Peters!
Marion McChesney

Understanding Gallipoli
Hi, my name Sam Harrison and I’m a member of the Brightwater
parish. I won a social media competition, which in turn won me a trip
to Gallipoli this Anzac Day. Part of my duty, having being given such
an honour, is to share my experiences with the wider community.
The men who departed our shores 100 years ago did so for many
reasons; for adventure, king and country, or maybe a free trip to
Europe. These same men endured conditions unimaginable by us and
in their hardest times they often looked to their faith. In a place so
derelict of hope, they found a place for God.
The history of the Gallipoli peninsula, the sacrifice it witnessed 100
years ago, gives the place a reputation for having an atmosphere of
spirituality. In my time in Turkey I hope I can honour the sacrifices they
made and investigate my own faith by looking into the faith of the
men who went through the horrors of war for us.
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Cobden Parish Street Party

St John’s Hira Country Fair

Making faces... all day long.

Vicar Jeﬀ Cotton being piped in by Diana Reeves.

It’s no party without music.

Phyllis Cowan running the plant stall.

Messy Church — Motueka Anglican Parish

Making a signpost for the
‘Journeys’ event - reminding us
of Jesus who promises be our
guide through life.

From the Noah’s Ark event –
making a garden to show God’s
creativity and delight in the plants,
animals and people he created.

A happy family who joined in
because they were intrigued by the
sign out the front!
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Blast from the past – and eyes to the future
Waimea Parish
A new life for the old vicarage – to be remodelled
into a home for a builder in the Motueka District.
Watch this space for photos of the new Waimea
vicarage (no 3) to be built on the original site.

The parsonage at Spring Grove (Brightwater) was
in due time completed and paid for. It was, for those
times (the 1850s), a comfortable seven-roomed house
constructed by a very able workman... named Wood.

Fire destroys vicarage

On the morning of September 3,1903, the vicarage
adjoining St Paul’s Church was totally destroyed by
fire. Rev Baker’s loss was heavy, especially in personal
effects, some of his most valuable books and family
papers.
Within a few months, a new vicarage had been built
upon the site of the old one.

2015 CONVENTION
Nativity Church, Blenheim
Commencing with a public meeting
Friday evening 7 August
then all day Saturday
and concluding with a morning service
Sunday 9 August
Guest Speaker
The Rt Rev Justin Duckworth
Bishop of Wellington
For more information:
Sue Howarth 03 578 3909
sue@nativity.org.nz
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Ascension
The Ascension is always celebrated on a Thursday
and perhaps because of this does not get the
recognition it deserves. The gospels of Mark
(16:19) and Luke (24:50-53) as well as Acts (1:911) record how the resurrected Jesus was taken
up into heaven. This happened 40 days after his
resurrection, in the presence of his 11 remaining
disciples. It is also professed in the Nicene and
Apostles’ Creeds. It marked the end of Jesus’ earthly
ministry and set the stage for what was to follow.
The Ascension of Jesus Christ celebrates the Son
returning to the Father and signifies the success of
his work on earth: all that he had come to do he had
accomplished. Much has been written about this
event and what it means – too much to even begin
to summarise! However the following are among
the major themes: the Ascension marked the return
of Jesus’ heavenly glory; it showed the Father was
pleased with him and had given him a name above
all other names; it allowed him to prepare a place
for us; it marked the beginning of his new work as
Mediator of the New Covenant; it set the pattern for
his return. In simple terms, perhaps we could say
that once again Jesus shows the way from earth to
heaven; and reminds us that because he did it, we
can too! It seems fitting that the liturgical colour is
white – for purity, light, clouds, rocket vapour!?
Pentecost
This has nothing to do with the cost of pens nor
bottled up frustration. Those with a geometric
interest might notice something to do with the
number five (think pentagons). ‘Pentecost’ is the
English version of the Greek ‘pentekostos’ which
means ‘fifty’. Christians borrowed this from Greekspeaking Jews who used it to refer to a special

Jewish festival. Also known as Shavuot, it was
originally a harvest festival (see Exodus 23:16) which
had turned into a commemoration of the giving
of the Law on Mt Sinai. This was 50 days after the
Exodus and was celebrated 50 days after Passover
(see Leviticus 23:16).
The day of Pentecost became significant for
Christians because seven weeks (50 days) after the
resurrection of Jesus, during this festival, the Holy
Spirit was poured out on the first followers of Jesus;
empowering them for their mission. Before this,
it could be said that while there were followers of
Jesus, there was no movement that could be called
‘the church’. Pentecost can be seen as the day the
church began – and so some people think of it as
the birthday of the church. This was the beginning
of the large scale spreading of the Gospel. Acts
2:41 records that when Peter spoke after receiving
the Holy Spirit, some 3,000 people were baptised.
Pentecost is celebrated 10 days after Ascension, and
this year is 24 May. It is marked by the colour red –
for the fire of the Holy Spirit.
Wayne Thornton – Vicar Motueka Parish
PS: Here are the answers from the last column’s Prayer
Book challenge: The artwork that includes a jet plane
– page 401; a diﬀerent version of the Lord’s Prayer that
begins ‘Eternal Spirit...’ – page 181; poems by Edward
Carpenter and James K Baxter – page 157; a Prayer for
a Study – page 768.
This is Wayne’s final Dummies article for the Witness as
he moves to a new ministry in the Auckland Diocese.
We know that many of you have really enjoyed this
column and our grateful thanks goes to Wayne for his
excellent writing and valued contribution to the Witness
Committee.

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 547 0908
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Reflecting on...

“Hello lady. Where are you from? What is your
name?””
This was the most common greeting when I was in
India 18 months ago. It’s deeply probing and almost
unnerving because it asks me to consider myself; the
journey I’m walking, the battles I’ve fought, the things
I’m thinking, rather than glibly brushing people off. It
essentially asks me to place myself in history.
When reflecting on Pentecost my overarching
thought is always that if we pick up this story in
Acts 2, we’re picking up the play after intermission.
The believers gathered that day as they had for the
preceding 1,500 years. But what a day it was! Pentecost
then, and now, is a close look at God’s redemptive plan;
all of it. It’s the story of where we’ve come from and
it’s an invitation to no longer be spectators, but rather
partakers in God’s eternal story. It invites us to be a
people of his presence, a people of his power, a people
of his name, a Pentecost people. Where are you from?
What is your name?
The Pentecost happenings are essentially about
Spirit, word and action; the enduring presence of the
Holy Spirit, Peter’s preaching and the spread of the
gospel. Boldness around these issues lie at the heart
of the network of churches and individuals who form
New Wine.
At New Wine we have an uncommon confidence in
the power of the Holy Spirit. In fact we are agreed that
being a people pursuing God’s presence somewhat
greedily (acting and encouraging others towards Holy
Spirit led mission, loving the whole church with all
its foibles and ‘characters’ and being disciple-making
disciples) is only achievable when we are all filled with
the Holy Spirit.
When the fire came; Moses had to remove his shoes,

Israel had to remove her idols, the priests in the temple
had to remove themselves from the temple and often
for us when the fire falls there are things we have to
remove in our lives. Are you up for that journey?
Only a church filled with the fire of God can snatch
people from the fire of Hell. Pentecost isn’t for our
enjoyment; it is for our equipping and employment.
We must fight fire with fire. I’m passionate about
everyday believers, like you and I, so filled with the
Holy Spirit that we are mobilised for ministry. How this
plays out in our individual lives is unique and different,
but combined creates a beautiful tapestry we call the
local church.
The Holy Spirit is the great energiser. For the apostles
before the Holy Spirit came, it was difficult to do easy
things, after the gift of the Spirit it was easy to do
difficult things.
That’s my prayer, that in this Pentecost season we
will again ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with fire, we will
walk boldly in the knowledge that we are a people
with a name, worshipping a God of the powerful and
miraculous.
There’s work to do friends, let’s get to it.
Lydia Read – Leader, New Wine
NZ
An auditor, accountant and mother,
Lydia is the financial manager for
their farming and property business,
is studying towards a B.Theol and
her pilot’s licence, and leads the
team at New Wine. She is energised
by God’s church and being with
people who live dynamic personal
faith journeys.

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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