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Life in the Spirit

An empowering Spririt
Many years ago a well-known Christian author wrote
about her experience of watching her father (who was a
church pastor) become ‘weak and thin, his face so gaunt
that he let his beard grow to cover it.’
Her father’s collapse was vaguely described as a ‘nervous
breakdown.’ And then she wrote this: ‘Looking back now
from the vantage point of many years, I can see a cause that
they never saw – he was doing the work of the Holy Spirit
without the full power of the Holy Spirit!’
This edition of The Witness carries stories of people who
have been empowered by the Holy Spirit and who are
active in the outworking of their living faith within their
local communities.
They are stories of ordinary people who have been
inspired by an extraordinary God. Within this diocese we
celebrate this life-giving reality and seek to be a people
who do the work of the Holy Spirit with the full power of the
Holy Spirit.
Chris Donaldson sums it up very well in a challenging
reflection found on the back page.
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● EQUIP Ministry Education – June 8 for
Marlborough, June 29 for Nelson/Waimea,
August 10 for Mawhera.
● Synod 2013 will be in Picton from October
10-12.

Bishop Peter Eves Sutton
Bishop of Nelson 1965 — 1989
In the words of Archbishop David Moxon
“Bishop Peter is remembered by the Anglican
Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and
Polynesia as a great totara tree who stood
tall in the forest. He was tall in stature, but
also in dignity and spirituality. Many of us
though knowing him best toward the end of
his active ministry, came to value and respect
his passion for the Church and his honest and
wise leadership.”
For 25 years he led the Diocese of Nelson,
hoping to fulfil the words of his first sermon
in August 1965; “I stand here tonight as
Christ’s servant, no party man but to serve this
household of the universal church.”
These were to be challenging times as
Church and society changed dramatically
between 1965 and 1990. There had been
strong growth in the Church during the 1950s
and 1960s but the secularisation of society along with
some theological developments, were to bring division
and at times uncertainty.
During the 1980s Bishop Peter encouraged the
Church in Nelson to be aware of what was going on in
the world: apartheid and racism – where his opposition
became public when he preached in Whangerei about
white-only golfers from New Zealand playing in South
Africa; and during the rugby tours of the 1970s and
significantly in 1981. Bishop Peter argued that “all
people everywhere should be treated equally,” and
that the apartheid structure of South Africa was “not
acceptable to Christian people anywhere.”
The place of women in society and the impact of
feminism were hotly debated topics during Bishop
Peter’s time of leading the diocese. Some dioceses
were ordaining women from 1977 but women were
not ordained priests in Nelson until 1986. His own wife
Pam was very involved in leadership in the community.
He himself felt that it was a matter of timing for the
ordination of women and he was confident that the
five women he ordained before his retirement were
all very gifted and didn’t have to face criticism of their
ministries.
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Challenges came from within the church too in the
form of the ‘new theology’ of the 1960s and the Lloyd
Geering heresy trial of the Presbyterian church. At a
special Synod of the Nelson Diocese in 1968, there
was agreement to a resolution affirming its faith in the
resurrection. Divorce and Church union were other
key issues that the diocese faced during Bishop Peter’s
time in leadership.
Bishop Peter had a strong commitment to the
Maori and Pakeha Dioceses of New Zealand and on
a personal level, relationships between him and the
Maori community were generally warm with Maori
representatives being warmly welcomed at Diocesan
Synods. He began his address to Synod in 1987 in
Maori, the year that the Maori language became New
Zealand’s second official language.
Bishop Peter could be described as a bishop for the
whole Church although most of his attention was on
his own diocese and local community. At the end of
his life he would say that people mattered more to him
than issues. He was a pastoral bishop, committed to
supporting his clergy and laity and being accessible to
them.
Abridged from Harvest of Grace – The Sutton Years:
Church and Community by Rev Jenny Dawson
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Meanwhile, in Buller...
A word from Steve
I began ministry in the Buller Parish in October, 2008
and it was at the Mawhera Deanery Retreat at Hanmer
Springs early the following year that the Bishop taught
us about vision and mission.
One of the exercises was to experiment developing
a vision and mission for your church. The problem
was for me that I had three parish centres. After deep
reflection, I came up with a vision and mission for St
John’s, Westport. But as I looked at it, I realised I would
need something different for St Peter’s Granity and
Holy Trinity Karamea as they are distinctly different
churches in unique situations, with a different
congregation mix in each.
Anyway, to cut a long story short, over the next six
months similar in thrust but different in application,
mission and vision statements and goals were

St John’s Westport
Westport is the main centre of the Buller region.
The population of the town is around 7,000, built on
the industries of gold and coal mining, timber milling
and the cement works. The people are historically
hard working, hard playing and of strong character,
who have carved a living out of a pretty isolated and
difficult environment. Yet all around, there shines
the majesty and glory of some of the best of God’s
creation.
The Church has struggled to maintain a strong
witness in the town but recently, stepping out and
implementing the Vision in imaginative and exciting
ways, we have begun to see growth. This is in terms
of personal development and spiritual maturity, but
also in numbers attending and in visitors taking part

developed for each church. Each church has a motto
that summarises their unique vision and mission. For St
John’s Westport it is ‘Belonging, Believing, Being’. For St
Peter’s Granity it is ‘Connecting Commitment, Caring’.
For Holy Trinity Karamea it is ‘Gathering, Growing,
Giving’.
I designed new signs for each church to include
the parish logo and the motto ‘Buller Anglican Parish
– Connecting Buller Communities with Christ and
Each Other’ which is our wider parish vision. In the
busyness of parish life, it is easy to lose sight of our
vision, mission and goals. Having three churches in a
parish makes goal setting and achieving goals even
harder. But, through it all, God is faithful and despite
our human failing, he is making us into the churches
he wants us to be. Whenever we achieve our goals, we
chalk one up for him!
Steve Wockner – Vicar of Buller
in special services such as ‘Messy Church’. There is a
vitality returning to the church and its wider life. Our
youth group grew last term from half a dozen to nearly
twenty with the leadership stretched.
Steve (our vicar) continues to challenge us and to
stretch our faith a little. He has begun a new sermon
series on the ‘Mission of God’ and on the first Sunday
we moved furniture around and got into buzz
groups to share ideas during the service. The Lord is
challenging us to step outside our comfort zones a
little and to accept new ideas.
The last Sunday in April was a Confirmation
Service with Bishop Richard and 65 people attended,
witnessing the confirmation of Eve Pope-Smith and
Kathryn Murphy whose exciting testimonies are
included in these pages.

Eve Pope-Smith (newly confirmed) with AAW Diocesan
President Evelyn Nixon.
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A warm welcome

St Peter’s Granity
Our church family includes folk from the little towns
of Mokhinui/Seddonville, Hector, Ngakawau, Millerton,
Granity itself and Waimangaroa. We are privileged to
live in a particularly beautiful part of New Zealand,
between the mountains and the sea. You can sit in a
pew in St Peters, hear the surf just a hundred metres
away and look up and see the bush clad hills rising
straight up from across the road.
Our little church has a special character and visitors
comment on the warm welcome they receive. In
2012 we gained two more licensed lay preachers
and supported by St John’s Westport, there is always
a good pool of talent to lead services and deliver
sermons, and great musicians to lead worship.
Over the Easter period highlights included a
traditional Passover meal which finished with candlelit
song and prayer around the wooden cross on the front
lawn. On Good Friday a group carried a cross down the
main street from the Pensioner’s Hall to the church.
The After School Programme conceived and run by
Brenda Larsen and her helpers on Fridays is attended
by about half the children of the Granity Primary
School. The programme won a community award in
2012.This year parents have been involved in a roster
and we hope to extend the outreach opportunity
by inviting parents and children to regular children’s
services in the near future.
We have a good proportion of men at St Peter’s and
we get together regularly for Men’s Breakfasts followed
by some gardening and (tide and weather permitting)
fishing from the beach.
Of course it’s not all good times. The coal mines are
doing it hard and many jobs are uncertain, but it is a
time to put our trust in God and make the best of every
day given to us.

The Karamea Church was built in memory of four
crew members from the Scow ‘Rangi’ who lost their
lives crossing the Karamea River bar. It was dedicated
on June 24, 1908 and opens its doors each Sunday at
11am.
Our congregation is made up of people from all
denominations and walks of life – from our youngest
at a few weeks old to our oldest in her late 80s, with
attendance averaging 20 each week. Every second
Sunday a Minister or Lay Preacher comes out from
Westport to lead an Anglican communion service with
the other Sundays are led by local members.
Due to the small number of children we have no
Sunday School, but a children’s talk is included in each
service and it is enjoyed by all. Our Bible study group
meets weekly on Tuesday nights. We gave the church
building a facelift last year with help from members of
the St John’s Westport congregation.
Christmas is marked by the lighting of a large star on
the church gable and we hold a community Christmas
carol service with refreshments afterwards. Recently,
an Eldercare visitor, Kaia Sjoberg, has begun visiting a
small number of people in the area and this is a good
outreach for the church into the local community.
Due to our isolated, unique situation, 100km north
of Westport and close to the start of the Heaphy
Track, our regular members are encouraged by the
attendance and comments of visitors who find a warm
welcome here and sometimes a community lunch. In
all of life here in Karamea, we give thanks and praise to
God!
Eric Roberts and Ian Hedgman
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Meanwhile, in Buller...
Beauty for ashes
Coming from an abusive background, I had never
experienced nor understood unconditional love.
Reaching crisis point in my life at 34, I accepted
Christ as my Saviour but his promise of unconditional
love remained a mystery to my sceptical heart. I am
now 68 and over the years, I have experienced this
unconditional love in short bursts, but my unbelief has
always stopped me from retaining it.
Earlier this year Vicar Steve started confirmation
classes and I decided to attend out of curiosity. As
I learnt more about why confirmation was such
an integral part of the Anglican faith, it became
abundantly clear that God was calling me to take this
step.
During the service, just prior to the confirmation, we
sang the song He Gave Me Beauty For Ashes. Suddenly,

the most brilliant, almost blinding shaft of light shone
through one of the upper windows directly on to
where I was standing. It was an overcast day so it was
quite unexpected, but a sign I understood. The origin
of which is another story.
In that moment, I knew. Everything fell into
place and I understood, accepted and claimed
God’s unconditional love for me. I felt whole, a
complete person. As I knelt before the Bishop for my
confirmation, I felt radiant, cleansed, healed, deeply
loved and beautiful.
I will never forget the all-encompassing experience
of my confirmation and I thank God for calling me, and
my Vicar for encouraging me to take this step of faith.
‘Something beautiful something good. All my confusion,
he understood. All I had to offer him was brokenness and
strife but he made something beautiful out of my life’.
Eve Pope-Smith

Kathryn Murphy, Bishop Richard, Vicar Steve Wockner, Eve Pope-Smith.

Little by little
By my late teens I knew something was lacking in
my life. Over the next few years several events shook
me to the core. I had been married for five years
and had a toddler. I am thankful that a dear family
friend had been praying for me. Finally, my attention
turned to God. As I walked home from work one day I
asked Jesus into my life. I woke the next morning and
something was different. Jesus had gone from being
an historical figure to someone I was getting to know.
That was 26 years ago. Learning to let go of the past
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and develop a forgiving attitude have been paramount
in my walk as a Christian.
It’s exciting to look back and see how God’s plan has
unfolded in my life. Some changes happened quickly
but mostly, change has been a process. Little by little
I have learned to trust, surrender and put God’s word
into practice.
My confirmation in April deepened my sense of
belonging and community. It was great to be with my
loving church family and wonderful to be supported
by my husband, dad and friends.
Kathryn Murphy

Reflections from ‘Vibrant Christ-centred Communities of Faith’
Glorifying God: The worship of the Church
(Part 2)
Our aim: To glorify God through our worship that is
both corporate and personal, culturally relevant and
transcendent, self-denying and life-giving, yet always
biblical.
Self-denying and life-giving
The most authentic worship is when there is ‘less
of us and more of God’. Far too often our own needs
and desires, likes and dislikes, seem to dominate the
‘worship wars’ within our churches.
The quote from William Temple’s definition of
worship is sobering: ‘...the surrender of the will to his
purpose – and all of this gathered up in adoration,
the most selfless emotion of which our nature is
capable and therefore the chief remedy for that selfcentredness which is our original sin and the source of
all actual sin’.
This stands in stark contrast to the ‘prosperity gospel’
that seems to have captured the soul of western
Christianity. It is endemic within our churches because
it simply reflects the culture in which we live. It breeds
a consumer spirituality that amongst other things,
affirms the value and the rights of each individual and
feeds on the needs and desires of the individual for
recognition and acceptance. Our faith and worship has
to be self-denying in order to be life-giving. This should
be the attitude that we bring to our worship. ‘Letting
go’ in order to ‘let God’.
Always biblical
Probably the most countercultural thing we can do in
worship is to read publicly
from a book that is several
thousand years old! But it is
strongly encouraged by Paul
in his letter to Timothy; ‘Until
I come, devote yourself to the
public reading of scripture, to
preaching and teaching...‘ [1
Timothy 4:13] In the Nelson
Diocese we hold a high view of
scripture and insist upon good
ood
theology and hermeneutics ass
essential to hearing the voice
of God in our worship and
teaching.
Liturgy
Many of our parishes have an
n
earlier service which tends to
be a more formal presentation
on
of the liturgy as laid out in the
New Zealand prayer book.

Our more contemporary worship may have generally
ditched the liturgy with the emphasis on modern
songs, preaching and a short communion as an ‘add
on’ at the end.
Somewhere in the process with our desire to reach
contemporary society we seem to have lost our sense
of identity, a sense of what makes us unique and
vibrant. The problem isn’t the liturgy it’s just that after
decades of repetition we have failed to appreciate
the dynamic flow that lay behind liturgical worship
and to understand the breadth of spiritual experience
inherent in the worship. We need to reclaim an
understanding and appreciation of good liturgical
worship, recognising that liturgy can be ‘dry-as-dust’
ritual with little or no recognition of the reality of
‘Christ with us’. Liturgical worship can be well crafted
with times of extended praise and adoration.
There is a wealth and depth in our traditional
liturgies that we need to re-possess, re-educate and represent with a freshness that acknowledges the culture
within which we live.
Music in Worship
Our response to changes in styles of music has
resulted in separating our churches into different
congregations, each reflecting their particular
preferences (usually musical!). If we remove traditional
hymns from our worship we lose much of our theology
about the nature of God, the person of Jesus, the
foundations of the church and commitment to
discipleship.
On the other hand if we
ignore choruses and worship
songs we miss a rich experience
of adoration and devotion.
Wisdom and discernment are
gifts that need to be prayed for
and practised when planning
for music in worship. Sensitivity
is needed also in defining what
style works best in the smaller
church setting. The most
challenging worship to plan for
is the one that blends all these
elements and all ages together
in a time of truly corporate
praise.
Bishop Richard Ellena
Some copies of the booklet
‘Vibrant Christ-centred
Communities of Faith’ are
available at the Anglican Centre
at $5 per copy.
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Parish Nursing
The Church’s unique
healing ministry
July this year marks 15 years since the seed of parish
nursing was planted in the Diocese of Nelson. Our
current nurses are funded by a Trust fund, dedicated
to the specific care of older people and so that is their
focus. The concept has grown and gained ground
within the Anglican Church of Aotearoa, also spreading
throughout other Christian churches, so there is a
well-established national ecumenical organisation
known as the New Zealand Faith Community Nurses
Association (NZFCNA) to which our nurses belong.
You can find out more about this ministry at www.
faithnursing.co.nz.
Annual conferences and regional meetings
ensure that our nurses receive on-going training
in this nursing speciality so that we maintain our
competencies as registered nurses; network with other
health professionals, educators and ministers; and
enjoy the fellowship of other parish nurses from New
Zealand and overseas.
Raewyn, Jane, Phil and Rachael each bring different
gifts to their ministries and link with the hospitals, GP
practices, residential care facilities and various health
organisations within the region.

Sharing God’s love
God has given me a scripture
throughout my life: Proverbs
3: 4-5 Trust in the lord with all of
your heart and lean not on your
own understanding, in all of your
ways acknowledge him and he
shall direct your paths. I love
God and my desire is to share
God’s unconditional love with
others.
In 2004 I saw an article in
the nursing magazine Kai Tiaki
about parish nursing, never realising the plans God
had in store for me.
In 2005 I attended a conference in Wellington for
parish nursing. From there was elected onto the
National Board for NZFCNA (2005-2008) and became
regional Co-ordinator for Wellington and Nelson (20062008).
Since November 2009 I have worked at Nelson
Cathedral as their Parish Nurse and at Atawhai/Hira
since January of 2013.
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With our network within the country, referrals can be
made so that individuals can be linked with churches
and agencies even when they have to relocate. So
parish nurses respond to needs in many ways often
using the resources of their volunteers, pastoral care
teams, hospital chaplains and ministers.
Jesus set us an example to preach, teach and heal
(Matthew 4:23) and charged his first disciples to heal.
The Church still has a healing ministry which is unique.
As in mediaeval times, when the church provided
physical nurture and spiritual healing by giving
hospitality and fellowship in prayer, parish nursing was
conceived in the 20th century to provide true holistic
care.
The health service of today
focuses its limited resources
on physical and mental issues.
Parish nurses are as concerned
with spiritual needs as they
are with physical and mental ill
health. Within the community
of the Christian church they
seek to support individuals to
be healthy in body, mind and
spirit.
Elaine Tyrrell – Chair, NZFCNA

In September 2012 I once again became regional cocoordinator for the Nelson region.
As a Parish Nurse I offer holistic support to people,
facilitation of health education and promotion
activities. I liaise with other health professionals and a
vital part of my role is the prayer ministry which I can
offer to others.
In both parishes I visit and phone parishioners who
may have health issues, may be grieving or have other
concerns. I link in with the Pastoral Care teams in both
churches. This ministry reaches beyond the church into
the community showing Gods love and compassion.
At Nelson Cathedral we have a small parish nursing
team. Maureen Wagg runs the weekly walking
group and exercises for health. I regularly take blood
pressures and organise monthly speakers to talk about
health related issues. We have recently started ‘Living
Alone Afternoon Teas’ for people who live on their own
and this has proved to be very successful.
What a privilege being able to combine my nursing
skills and Christian faith in serving God, sharing God’s
love and working as a parish nurse in both parishes.
Jane Wulff – Parish Nurse Nelson Cathedral and
Atawhai/Hira Parishes

A truly holistic approach
The delights for me of parish nursing – my working
day begins with morning prayers in the side chapel
with the Nativity staff.
Lunches can be on Shelly Beach Picton or down by
the flowing waters of the Wairau; watching the season’s
change as I drive my little patch of Marlborough – the
parishes of St Lukes Spring Creek, Holy Trinity Picton
and Nativity Blenheim. But for me it’s mainly about the
people of these parishes. It is a great privilege to serve
the people of God and their friends and relations in
these communities.
Health is wholeness in all areas of who we are – spirit,
mind and body – and parish nursing has allowed me
for the first time in my career to be truly holistic in my
approach. Nursing is seen in the action of hands, eyes,
feet, heart, mind and spirit.
It involves both intuition and caring, plus knowledge
and skill. Nursing is about caring, done with a dose of

humour which adds joy for all involved. My favourite
thing is when I can see God ordering my day and
people brought across my path by him. Being in the
right place with the right people at the right time –
now that’s a miracle!
When I began my nursing training last century, there
were no parish nurses in New Zealand, so the role was
not even on my radar. It is fascinating where God leads
us in life. Often it is only as we look back that we see
how one thing was preparing us for the next and so
on. It has taken God 20 years to prepare me for this role
and I’m still learning.
A side effect of parish nursing in three parishes is
the broadening of my view of church to include the
diocese and beyond, to the whole church. As I whizz
around my patch of Marlborough, I get to pray a
blessing on the people whose homes I’m driving by, at
(of course) the speed limit or below.
Raewyn Parkes

Phil Preece, Raewyn Parkes and Jane Wulff.

Delights for the elderly
For over two years I have been Parish Nurse in
Golden Bay, travelling over a widespread area. The
majority of people I care for are over 70 years old and
they are from within the church and from the wider
community.
My work involves blood pressure checks, toenail
clipping (very important for older people and comfort
when walking), check ups, companionship and prayer,
hospital and rest home visits as well as home visits.
Part of my brief is to assess the needs of people and
put them in touch with the appropriate services, so I
keep in regular contact with the District Nurses and
Rest Home Manager so we can complement each
other’s services.
People who are not involved in church are often
touched by this free service that the church offers.
This is a way of building bridges in the community
with those who have had no experience of church life.

Church volunteers are often willing to do follow-up
visits to provide companionship and to show that we
care. An elderly man who is no longer well enough to
attend church enjoys it so much when a small group
of us visit him with our ukuleles and sing songs and
hymns.
Every Wednesday we have our weekly ‘Drop In’ at
the church from 3-5pm, when we collect car loads of
residents from the Rest Home and go to St Cuthbert’s
hall in Collingwood for a range of activities: jigsaws,
knitting, hitting balloons, playing table tennis, table
football, singing, nattering and drinking cups of tea. At
times young people from around the neighbourhood
drop in to share the activities and talk to the older folk,
much to their delight.
The role of Paris Nurse is recognised by the Nursing
Council of New Zealand. This was confirmed for me
after I was recently audited by them for re-certification
with a successful outcome.
Phil Preece
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Parish Nursing
Loving the challenge
My name is Rachael Westenra and I live within a large
rural community south of Blenheim. I am married to
Warren and we have four sons ranging in age from
18 to 23 years. We are farmers living and working in
the beautiful Awatere Valley. At present I am working
three days per week in a private surgical hospital in
Blenheim.
In January 2013 in addition to this role, I was
employed by the Anglican/Presbyterian Combined
Churches of Seddon to commence a part time role as
a Parish Nurse, outreaching to the elderly within our
extensive rural community. With GP services no longer
practising within our area the Pastoral/Management
team within the parish felt that there was a real need
(for the elderly in particular within the community) to
feel supported and safe, thus ensuring that they could
continue to live in their home environments.
I felt privileged to be given the opportunity of
developing this role to meet the needs of those around
me and feel truly blessed that I can combine my
nursing skills along with my faith – both of which are
a huge part of who I am – in order to give back to my
community. I am loving the challenge this community

based role entails and cherish meeting, forming strong
bonds and supporting those who welcome me into
their homes.
I have been part of St Marys Catholic Parish since
my arrival in Blenheim but now have the wonderful
opportunity of being welcomed and involved in
another church community. I see this as very special
and hugely advantageous in the respect that there
is opportunity to outreach to a wider community,
knowing that I have the support from different
denominations. I feel extremely well supported and
encouraged by the pastoral team with whom I work
and look forward to being an active member of that
team as my role develops.
The community itself
has embraced this new
role and I know that if I
can nurture and support a
‘team’ approach, knowing
that prayer and love for our
neighbours is the essence,
then we must become a
closer community.
Rachael Westenra

I am thrilled to commend this ministry to the parishes of our diocese. Recently I was privileged to attend
a support group for our diocesan parish nurses and was ‘blown away’ with the extent of their various
ministries. From prayer and care to education and awareness of health issues, each nurse demonstrated
her dedication to God and the people of her parish and community.
If other parishes would like to know more about having a parish nurse, then in the first instance please
be in touch with either Elaine or myself or speak to a currently practising parish nurse. You will be amazed
how the pastoral work of your parish will grow and develop.
Thank God for the ministry of our Parish Nurses for it is a ministry whose time has come.
Charles Tyrrell – Patron NZFCNA
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Holy Communion
For Anglicans in New Zealand this would be
the most common celebration. In most churches
on most Sundays most people will be taking
part in this service. Whole books have been
dedicated to the subject, some hundreds of
pages long! What follows is a brief ‘overview’.
The communion we now celebrate has its
origins in the Last Supper. On the night before
he died Jesus shared a ﬁnal meal with his 12
disciples. During this he took bread and wine
and gave thanks and shared them. This was a
normal Jewish custom which Jesus gave new
signiﬁcance when he broke the bread and said:
‘This is my body which is given for you’; and
when he shared the wine and said: ‘This is my
blood of the new covenant which is shed for
you.’ Jesus also said: ‘Do this in remembrance
of me’ – literally, do this as a recalling of me;
do this to become part of everything I am and
everything I will become.
Whenever people celebrate Holy Communion,
whether they recognise it or not, they are being
fed on the life of Christ who is present in this
celebration. There are long and complicated
arguments and explanations saying how this
happens – and in the past people have been
imprisoned and even executed for how they
understood Holy Communion (would that it
was as important for people these days!). The
following words, based on a child’s guide to
communion, seem helpful: The bread is broken
and the wine is shared out among the friends of
Jesus, God’s family. Somehow, Jesus is there
with us, sharing our good times, our ordinary
times and our sad times. In the Communion
the bread and wine, which was our gift to God,
becomes God’s gift to us. He shares his life with
us. And that is what it’s all about!

What do you call it?
‘Holy Communion’ – this points to our
fellowship with God and each other.
‘Lord’s Supper’ – this reminds us of the meal
Jesus shared with his disciples and gathers us in
as part of it.
‘Eucharist’ – is from a Greek word meaning
‘thanksgiving’. We thank God for all he has done
for us in Jesus Christ.
‘Mass’ – this probably originates in medieval
times from a phrase used at the end of the Latin
service: Ite missa est meaning ‘Go, you are
dismissed’.
Chalice and Paten
These are fancy names for the cup and plate
used in celebrating Holy Communion – the wine
in the cup and the bread on the plate. Jesus
would have used ordinary household items.
However this has become a very special and
meaningful celebration, so special items have
become desirable to reﬂect the signiﬁcance.
While it may be nice to have an expensive and
beautifully decorated ‘cup’ and ‘plate’, it is the
bread and wine and what they represent that is
most important.
Burse and Veil
These are more special items which are
sometimes used to emphasise the signiﬁcance
of Holy Communion. The ‘veil’ is a square of
fabric which covers the paten sitting on top of the
chalice on the altar. On top of this is the ‘burse’
– a square of board covered in fabric, which can
be used to hold folded linen cloths. The burse is
sometimes hinged so that it can also stand on its
own. Both burse and veil are coloured according
to the season of the church year, and are often
richly decorated or embroidered. Their use and
decoration points to the importance of Holy
Communion in the life of God’s people.
Wayne Thornton
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Building links — journey to the Diocese of
Just after Easter I had the privilege of going to the
Diocese of Malaita in the Solomon Islands, which is a
partner Diocese to Nelson, to visit Bishop Sam Sahu.
Malaita is the third biggest island in the Solomon
Islands but is the most populous with approximately
35,000 people – 95% of whom are subsistence
farmers/fishermen. I was surprised to learn that 95% of
Solomon Islanders are Christian, but on Malaita there
are villages that have not accepted Christianity.
The trip from Honiara, the capital of the Solomon
Islands, to Auki, the capital of Malaita, took three
hours by boat (or 30 minutes by plane) and reminded
me of crossing the Cook Straight but without the
Queen Charlotte Sounds. My first impression as I
approached Auki (besides the heat and humidity) was
how rugged the island looked with thick green forest
and mountains running along its length. As I soon
discovered, transport is a major issue, with most roads
being rough and unsealed, making driving slow, very
bumpy, and in places dangerous (thankfully not where
I was going).
The reason for this trip was to visit the new Trinity
School of Theology and Mission (TSTM) located at
Airahu, 30 minutes north of Auki, to discuss how
Bishopdale Theological College in Nelson can support
the school. This school is part of the national strategy
to decentralise theological education so that there
are three regional schools teaching certificate and
diploma courses (Malaita being one). These courses
are for lay people and those looking at ordination.
Bishop Patterson College in Honiara is teaching the

degree programmes for clergy only. For Bishop Sam
Sahu who attended our Nelson Diocesan Synod with
his wife Rosemary in 2011, this is a unique opportunity
to develop a training school with an evangelical
gospel focus, compared to the majority of Melanesian
Anglicanism, which is high Anglo-Catholic in practise.
Bishop Sam’s goal is to develop a more gospel-centred,
evangelical expression of faith.
Trinity School of Theology and Mission consists
of a two-storey wooden teaching block with two
classrooms. I was warmly greeted with a flower
necklace and students and staff sitting around long
tables. At one stage a very big huntsman spider was
sitting on the blackboard but no one was concerned.
The students (all men at this point) come from a
number of dioceses for a one or two-year programme,
living in the single dormitory blocks. As well as
theology, training in, agricultural, automotive and
women’s skills are also offered. The teachers also live
on site and one goal is to build accommodation for
married students who currently have to leave their
families behind. I was scheduled to give two morning
classes, so took material on the Mission of God,
Handling the Bible, and Discipleship, which were well
received, with the 20 staff and students keen to answer
questions and be involved.
Worship plays a very important part in community
life and I was invited to preach for the Sunday service.
This was the ‘hottest’ sermon I had every preached
– literally it was really, really hot – and the children
enjoyed ‘Walking the Road to Emmaus’. The service

Fr Michael outside the chapel for the Clinic
of the Epiphany, located at Fauabu. This
medical clinic is run by the Diocese of
Malaita, and Fr Michael is the parish priest,
head nurse and head of the clinic.
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Malaita, Solomon Islands
was a modified 1662 liturgy that reflects the origins
of the Melanesian Mission with Bishops Selwyn
and Patterson. The lack of indigenous language in
the service was because of the number of different
dialects in Melanesia, so that English and Pidgin are the
languages everyone can understand.
The Diocese of Malaita also takes a holistic approach
to ministry, by running a medical clinic 40 minutes
further north from Trinity School of Theology and
Mission. The head of the clinic is Fr Michael, who
not only runs the clinic and is head nurse but is also
the local priest. This clinic takes the majority of the
diocesan budget and is vital for health services in the
area, with maternity care, a children’s ward, men’s
and women’s wards, and offering vaccinations and
minor operations. As some of the 1920s buildings
are renovated, the diocese hopes that this will again
become a small hospital (originally this was the first
hospital in the country).
This was a bit of a ‘fact-finding’ trip to understand

the training needs of Malaita and to get a greater
appreciation of how we can help and work together
– especially since the questions they are asking
in ministry are the same questions we are asking
ourselves in this diocese. Bishop Sam is very keen to
look at further training in gospel-focused ministry,
discipleship, leadership and parish management.
The Anglican distinctive papers that Bishopdale
Theological College are developing are also of interest
as we all ask ‘what does it mean to be Anglican today?’
It is possible that BTC can take some block courses
to Malaita in the future, and there may even be
the possibility of Malaita sending students to BTC.
Alongside this there is the need for ongoing financial
support to improve the facilities at TSTM. This ongoing
relationship is an exciting development for BTC and
the Nelson Diocese as we seek to serve the local and
wider Christian community.
Graham O’Brien – Ministry Education Coordinator

Newly ordained Deacons in the diocese

Four new deacons were ordained in the Diocese of Nelson during May.
Kevin Topp of Kaikoura Parish (pictured left with Bishop Richard) was
ordained at St Peter’s church in Kaikoura on May 12.
And on May 2 Jean Palmer (above, left) from Richmond Parish and
Jonathan Wasley and Marianne James, both of Stoke Parish, had their
ordination at Christ Church Cathedral.

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL
A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 12.15pm
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
Alec C Brown

Tel (03) 548 3644
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Our Diocesan Youth Co-ordinator tells his story
Luke, how did you come to your faith in Jesus Christ?
My faith story was a real journey. I was born to a solo mum
who found her way into a church family and married a man of
faith. I had a Chris•an upbringing with good Chris•an values.
As a youth I dri•ed away from the faith but eventually found
my way into a youth group which I became really passionate
about and at a youth camp I gave my life to Christ for the ﬁrst
•me and experienced God’s real presence.
Were there people along that journey to faith who were really
cri!cal for you?
My mum and dad were key people talking about faith with me
at a young age and my mum always prayed for me. A youth
leader brought me to faith and a group of youth leaders were
key in my Chris•an development.
What mo!vates a young person today to make a commitment
to Jesus Christ?
For me it was the realisa•on that God was real and Jesus
was real and the Bible wasn’t made up, it wasn’t a story.
There was something to this Jesus – something to live for –
something with a cause to believe in. So I think young people
are looking for that. They are looking for truth and a real
rela•onship in a world that tries to sell them everything else.
So there’s a hunger there?
I’ve just spent •me in Auckland with the EFest camp, and it’s
amazing how hungry youth are for God. Some•mes leaders
can shy away from the Holy Spirit, but youth are hungry to
hear about God and to encounter and experience him. There
were youth staying for over an hour a•er the sermon •me
receiving prayer for their lives
What inspires you to make ministry to young people the focus
of your life?
I’ve always had youth on my heart and I think it’s something
that God has given me. However, it wasn’t un•l someone

The Witness • Page 14

invited me to a
youth group and
asked me to be
a leader that I
actually saw, hey
this is beneﬁcial
and I can really
invest into young
peoples’ lives.
Looking back
on my journey I
see the value of
people who have
been willing to
give their •me to
me.
So, what’s your strategy for facilita!ng a young person’s
‘commitment’ to Jesus and what would that commitment look
like?
My strategy is working with the youth leaders who work with
young people. Equipping leaders to disciple their youth, is
my primary focus. Commitment is much more than a verbal
decision, it’s about life style change and being willing to lay
down our life for Jesus and that’s an ongoing process.
How do you go about nurturing youth leadership poten!al
within our diocese?
I visit parishes, which is key and I try to see them all every
year. There are a few key parishes that I’ll be working with
more closely for a season and then moving to work with
others. We have begun ‘Charge’ Leadership nights where we
bring in young leaders, have good food and input and build
rela•onship with them.
What part does music play in the worship and faith journey of
young people?
Music has been a really key part of my journey but it’s not just
about the songs that we sing. It’s about worshipping God ‘in
Spirit and in truth’, being a living sacriﬁce every day.

You have a band of your own. Tell us about that. Does it
involve young people?

Where can a young person get the kind of training they really
need if they are interested in working in youth ministry?

‘City of Light’ is a worship band that writes original music and
seeks to serve Jesus and his church. We assist those who may
not have a music ministry and play at youth events and camps
like band camp – teaching on worship and how to be a band.

It’s s!ll a work in progress really, training in youth ministry.
Bishopdale Theological College now have a youth ministry
track where you can do a cer!ﬁcate, diploma or degree
course in one, two or three years. There’s also a new na!onal
event for Anglican youth leaders called ‘The Abbey’ kicking oﬀ
in August this year.

Any ministry is energy intensive, but ministry to young people
in par!cular is energy intensive. How do you sustain that
ministry when you’ve got a wife and young family of your own
and they need quality !me too, not just the le"overs?
That’s something that I’ve learnt to do. Back at the beginning
of my involvement in youth ministry I almost burned out –
working too hard, doing too much, spending too many nights
out and not keeping a good balance on my !me. I’ve learnt to
take good days oﬀ where I do nothing and just go away and
soak in God. I priori!se too and I try to book in !me with the
family. If I have an event, I’ll deﬁnitely make sure I’ll book out
a couple of days a$erwards to be with the family.

Tell us about ‘Charge’.
Charge is a group that we run once a month with the leaders,
but younger people are also invited to it. It’s a kind of ﬁrst
step into teaching them about what youth leadership is.
At Spring Camp we boost that a bit, with about four hours
training on leadership. We had a guest come in last year to
talk about youth ministry. It’s s!ll a work in progress for us
– how do we li$ that level of training? I’m s!ll inves!ga!ng
what the best avenue is.

What is the secret to growing youth ministry?

Do you ﬁnd it important to have a mentor, someone you can
seriously ‘chew the fat’ with?

It’s all about rela!onship; being more of a family rather than
just running a nice service or event; drawing youth into the
life of the church. I love to use the analogy that our gatherings
should feel like a family barbecue, involving youth and
parents, connec!ng genera!ons, revealing the vibrant life of
Christ and encountering him.

Yes I have regular supervision since almost burning out during
my !me as youth leader in Bishopdale (Victory) parish some
years ago (by) not managing my !me well. The Anglican
Diocesan Youth Staﬀ from around the country meet three
!mes a year for peer support and refreshment led by Phil
Tro%er the Na!onal Youth Coordinator.
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Reflection... life in the Spirit
After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to
obtain your goal by human effort? Galatians 3:3
After the initial revelation and excitement with the
coming of Yeshua, the Messiah, many of the Jewish
believers began to revert to the familiarity, comfort and
safety of the traditions they were used to before they
became Christians. Paul’s response is one of incredulity:
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Galatians
3:1
In years gone by we were blessed by moves of God
such as the ‘Charismatic’ in the 60s and 70s, ‘Third Wave’
with John Wimber in the 80s, ‘Toronto blessing’ in the 90s;
yet we are constantly drawn back, both in our personal
lives and ministries as well as our corporate worship,
or worship ‘services’ as we insist on calling them, to the
traditional, familiar, uncontroversial and comfortable.
What draws us back? What blunts our spiritual edge,
zeal and fervor? No doubt Satan has a big part to
play, plus the pressure from our surrounding secular
culture to conform to a rationalistic, almost humanistic
performance. But the real problem lies with us personally,
especially those of us who are leaders in the church.
To keep the spiritual ‘pot’ on the boil takes time and
energy, creativity, prayer and fasting, seeking the Lord,
hearing his voice and acting in faith. All of these are
spiritual activities to which our flesh strenuously objects!
And so what it comes down to is personal passivity,
cultural compromise, ecclesiastical and liturgical
conformity, and plain laziness.
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.
Galatians 5:16 (NIV)
As I begin a new ministry with the church family in this
parish, they begin a new journey with me as their

leader. A daunting prospect for all of us! But what we
all want is to ‘walk by the Spirit’ and be a blessing to our
community. And so step one for us has been seeking
God’s direction through prayer – personal prayer, a new
weekly intercession prayer group, an open church 24/7
for individuals to pop in to pray, just prayer in every
second vestry meeting.
Step two is to avail ourselves to more Holy Spirit. To
facilitate this process we have commenced a Life in the
Spirit Seminar that culminates on Pentecost Sunday. Old
school, new generation, same Spirit!
Half our members (20) are participating and we are
anticipating an amazing time when we call upon Jesus to
baptise us, fill us, immerse us, inundate us, blow on us, lay
his hands upon us, saturate us and overflow us with his
glorious, heart-warming, spirit-filling, life -empowering,
mind-blowing anointing of Fatherly love. Then we’ll take
the next step.
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
Galatians 5:25 (NIV)
To keep ‘in step’ with God is to be committed to radical
devotion and service to the One who has called us out of
darkness into his glorious light. We are not content with
status quo. We are not satisfied with a stagnant religious
shell of powerlessness and boredom. We want to see the
lost saved, the sick healed, the sad and lonely comforted,
our community transformed and
the light of Christ from our church
reaching to the farthest, darkest
shores of our world.
Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9 (NIV)
Chris Donaldson – Vicar of Havelock
and the Sounds

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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