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...the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed. Isaiah 53:5

Summertime nostalgia...
Greetings everyone.
A bit of summertime nostalgia in
this edition of The Witness!
It all began with an eight-day ‘quickflick’ pilgrimage around the diocese to
hear some of the stories from the early
history (before there was a diocese)
and to visit some of the historic sites.
Then there was Tim Mora’s pilgrimage
to Oihi to join in celebrating the
arrival of the Gospel here in Aotearoa/
New Zealand 200 years ago. Finally, at
the tail end of summer, the diocesan
‘Convergence’ camp at Kaiteriteri.
It’s been a great summer! We
also have a focus on Mission as
David Hollingsworth describes the
life-changing journey that he and

Dee took to Cambodia just before
Christmas and we catch up on the
activities of Féy and Murray Cotter in
Albania who had a quick visit back
home for a family wedding.
We are now into Easter – that one
event that shows the extent of God’s
love for humanity. We are a faith
that stands firmly in the shadow
of the cross and in the light of the
resurrection.
May the blessings of this Easter be
with you.

Diocesan pilgrimage 2014
A time to step aside, to pause and give thanks, to pray blessings over communities and to
commit to the future vision of the church.
In 2009 the diocese celebrated 150 years since
its founding. Christmas Day 2014 was the 200th
anniversary of the first sermon being preached in
Aotearoa/New Zealand (at Oihi, in the Bay of Islands).

What happened between that first sermon in 1814
and the founding of the diocese in 1859? This question
lay at the heart of a weeklong diocesan pilgrimage
taking in the corners of our four deaneries. It became
far more than this as we heard the stories of some of
the pioneers who planted churches in some pretty
remote parts of the diocese.
It was a time to step aside to pause and give thanks,
to pray blessings over communities and to commit to
the future vision of the church.
Mawhera Deanery: Saturday November 22-23
We began on a very cold and wet morning at a
memorial stone on the south bank of the Mawhera
River (Grey River) marking the site of the original
Mawhera Pa. Looking across the turbulent waters of
the river it was very easy to visualise the marae that
also existed on the northern bank on the outskirts of
Cobden.

Looking towards Constant Bay, Charleston where one
of the early vicars of the area drowned.
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Prayer for Marlborough on the Wither Hills.
It is well documented that when the first European
explorers (Brunner and Heaphy) made their way from
the East to the West Coast they discovered that almost
all Maori on the West Coast had already converted to
Christianity. When they finally arrived at the marae
on the northern bank they found they were just in
time to join evening worship which was recited by
the locals from memory – straight from the prayer
book! The next day this was repeated on the south
bank! David Stapleton’s insights into the subsequent
story of European and Maori in Greymouth described
a deteriorating relationship with Europeans – Maori
eventually leaving Mawhera and moving south to
Ahaura.
Westport didn’t have the same contact with Maori
– the settlements that did exist were simply stopping
points on the journey East. Walking around the blocks
surrounding the current church it was interesting
to see how the foreshore and flooding had dictated
where churches and schools were located. Charleston
had a fascinating history (the site of the first church
in the region) and we could picture the early settlers
coming in through the very narrow opening of
Constant Bay. Charleston was once being considered
as the capital city of New Zealand because of its
population during the gold rush. We visited the grave
of one of the early vicars, Rev WD Rusz, who drowned
while swimming in the bay in 1873.
Marlborough Deanery: Monday 24-25
Leaving Buller, the pilgrimage took us down the
Wairau Valley (stopping on-route at the historic church
of the Good Shepherd) and then to Picton where those
present received a warm Maori welcome in Holy Trinity
Church. A pretty winding dirt road took us over the
hill to the Cloudy Bay Mission site at Ngakuta Bay, Port
Underwood where the Methodist missionary Samuel
Ironside had such a powerful ministry to Maori – and

Spending time in significant graveyards
– Te Hora Marae Cemetery, Canvastown.
to the European whalers. A service of celebration was
held at Nativity that night.
We began the next day on the top of the Wither Hills
praying over Marlborough and then travelled down
to the Wairau ‘affray’ Memorial at Tuamarina and the
burial sites of those who were killed there. These first
shots fired by the Europeans in their quest for more
land were the first shots in New Zealand’s land wars,
but this tragic incident also led to the end of Ironside’s
...continued on page 4
mission.
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Diocesan pilgrimage 2014
...continued
Waimea Deanery: Wednesday 26-27
Where better to start this leg of the pilgrimage than
in prayer in the oldest church in New Zealand (1846)
still in regular use. Designed by a woman architect, it
was built prior to the settlement of Nelson and used to
display a light in the window before there was a proper
roadway, to guide travellers up the Waimea Valley. At
Brightwater church it was time to reflect at the grave of
Mary Hobhouse, wife of the first Bishop of Nelson and
also at St Michael’s where the graveyard is the resting
place of Lord Rutherford’s grandparents. The first
church on the site was built in 1843.
In the Upper Moutere we met descendants of the
early German settlers and in the Lutheran Church we
were told the story of the terribly hard conditions they
encountered as they tried to break the land in – hard to
believe when you drive through it now!

Inside the Maori Church at Te Awhina Marae, Motueka
built by Revd Frederick Bennett (trained at Bishopdale
College and Curate at All Saints. Later first Maori
Bishop of Aotearoa, NZ).
Stopping briefly at the beautiful little churches
in Motupiko and Tapawera we travelled down the
Motueka River valley to Motueka and to the Maori
Church at Te Awhina Marae which was built by Rev
Frederick Bennett, who became the first Maori Bishop
in Aotearoa/New Zealand after training at Bishopdale
College and being ordained a curate in All Saints
Church, Nelson.
Nelson Deanery: Friday 28-29
Two of New Zealand’s leading authorities on early
Maori history, Hilary and John Mitchell, met us at Hira
Church and escorted us to the Maori settlement at
Delaware Bay (the original Whakapuaka). Standing on
this stunning part of the coastline (where the young
Huria Matenga once swam out to the wreck of the
Delaware with a rope and enabled the crew to reach
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Hilary and John Mitchell (leading authorities on
early Maori history) at Delaware Bay (the original
Whakapuaka).
land safely), we heard, in amazing detail the intriguing
story of her family and their involvement in the
Anglican Church.
The final leg of our pilgrimage brought us into
Nelson City with the Cathedral, Pikimai and Bishop
Suter’s school nearby. Wandering along the road from
the Cathedral we found the home where the Parihaka
prophets Tohu and Te Whiti had been held in house
arrest. We spent time in prayer for the reconciliation of
our people.
Matangi Awhio (Auckland Point) was the old landing
place for canoes, where Bishop Selwyn as trustee of
the native reserves had planned a social, commercial
and educational centre for Maori with a hostel, chapel,
store, boarding school and hospital. It was a dream
that was never fully realised. But All Saint’s Church
(down in the swamp) embraced the vision and still
holds it today. It was also the site where the New
Zealand Church Missionary Society was founded –
which seemed to be the appropriate finishing point for
our journey.
Joined by Archdeacon Andy Joseph and his wife
Rev Ramari Joseph, we finished our pilgrimage with
a Eucharist at the Bishopdale chapel, founded by
Bishop Selwyn – in which Ramari’s grandfather (Bishop
Frederick Bennett) had completed his theological
training.
It all seemed a very appropriate ending to an
amazing week.
Bishop Richard

The classroom at Bishop Suter’s school, Nelson city.

Why donkeys and palms?
A challenge to expectations

Jesus – the One who had only recently healed a man
born blind and who had raised up Lazarus after four
days in the grave – entered Jerusalem for Passover
in front of an enormous festive crowd... on a donkey.
Why did our Lord enter Jerusalem on a little waddling
donkey?
Four months before the Passover and this Triumphal
Entry the Feast of Dedication had been celebrated.
In John 10 Jesus debates with the Jews at that Feast
about his claims to be Messiah and Son of God –
plainly, he wasn’t what they were expecting. The
feast was to remember Judas Maccabaeus’ victorious
entrance into Jerusalem in 164 BC after winning a huge
struggle for Jewish autonomy against the powerful
and brutal Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes. In fact the
use of palm branches dated back to this time of the
Maccabees and represented a strong, independent
Jewish state.
The brothers involved in leading that revolt remained
heroes and their names (which included John, Judas
and Simon) were common at the time of Jesus. It
is perhaps not unlikely that Judas the betrayer saw
himself as an instrument to provoke Jesus to break the

nation free of Roman oppression. So the ‘great crowd’
greeting Jesus expected a new political leader in the
mould of the Maccabees. As they shouted ‘Blessed is
the King of Israel!’ they thought they beheld such a
leader.
In providing them with the sight of the mighty
deliverer humbly, if not a little comically, entering the
great capital on a small donkey Jesus was carefully
challenging their expectations. Jesus came not as
the hoped for temporal king and deliverer. He greatly
disappointed those who thought him a new Judas
Maccabee, yet, of course, he was much more than that.
But is there another reason for the donkey?
The first mention of someone riding a donkey in the
Bible is of Abraham taking his son Isaac to be sacrificed
on Mt Moriah in Genesis 22. The sacrifice of the One
and Only Son is prefigured in this passage which also
has the Bible’s first mention of the term love. The Bible
first frames the concept of love like this: ‘Take your son,
your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the
region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there...’ Moriah is usually
understood to be the mountain on which Jerusalem is
built – where the temple was constructed many years
later and where Golgotha awaited. The place where it
may be seen God always intended his redemptive story
to be centred. Jesus would be condemned to death by
those who should have recognised him. When Jesus
cleared the temple after the Triumphal Entry it really
was because it was a holy place in the ultimate plan
of God and the place he was zealous to protect for its
provision of access to God in every sense.
The picture of Jesus entering Jerusalem on the
donkey alerts us to the fact that first impressions can
be deceptive, as can our own expectations. The same
is true of Jesus overturning the tables of the moneychangers in the temple. This Easter can we maintain
confidence in the deliverer who understands the
fullness of God’s plan – and who was with God in the
very beginning? And can we guard ourselves from
disappointment because we have tended to fit the
Saviour into our expectations?
Graeme Howarth – Nativity, Blenheim
Graeme has a BMin & MTh from Laidlaw College and
has been an adjunct lecturer at BTC. His wife Susan is
Families Pastor at the Church of the Nativity in Blenheim.
He is a founding member of the Mission Order of St Paul.
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The vibrancy of life on the streets of Cambodia
Stories of struggle, sadness, loss, bravery, determination and grace.
Our time in Cambodia began mid-November in Siem
Reap with Rob and Vanessa Lynch from Hills Church
Mapua. Together we shared a two-day tour of Angkor
Wat and other temples. This was a WOW experience.
Superlatives fail to describe something so amazing.
The second day, close to the Thai border we saw
armed Khmer Rouge soldiers – they have been
given responsibility for their own security. Our tour
guide’s father was murdered under Pol Pot and it was
profound to hear him talking about the need to ‘move
on’. One can only imagine how he feels each time he
sees these soldiers up close. He suffered as a young
boy during those terrible times.
Upon arriving in Phnom Penh for our two-and-ahalf week mission our senses were overwhelmed by
noise, colour, smells, dust, rubbish, people, activity, and
the heat! To begin with we couldn’t help but notice
rubbish everywhere – but as time went by we saw
instead the vibrancy of life on the streets. We stayed at
Grace House, one of two buildings run by One-2-One
Cambodia (check out their website).
This Christian organisation was started seven years
ago by two New Zealanders, Dr Annie Chen-Green

Children with toothbrushes at Happy Clinic which is the
four chair clinic Dee helped set up. Children are from
an orphanage.
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Phil Sussex taking Dee on his motorbike to look at the
clinic he runs from a Pastor’s house.
a medical doctor who lives in Christchurch, and Dr
Callum Durward who is a highly regarded dentist living
in Phnom Penh. Our building, dental (the medical
building is about two kilometres away) had six floors
with all windows and doors barred. Getting in would
be difficult enough, getting out in an emergency such
as a fire would almost be impossible! We were situated
in an inner city compound with heavy steel gates and
razor wire round the perimeter wall.
Dee took two suitcases packed with dental supplies
donated by friends and colleagues. Her focus was to
help set up a four chair clinic (Happy clinic) and help
equip it for four handed dentistry. Many hours were
spent cleaning, sorting stores and training staff. During
this time the clinic was operating and nearly all the
children Dee operated on were HIV Positive. They
came by tuk tuk from an orphanage. Cambodians have
the worst teeth in the world so there were numerous
extractions. Work was difficult when there were no
English speaking staff available.
Another important aspect of her work was teaching
fourth year dental students at the Puthisastri
University. She found the students great to teach and
the work really rewarding. One morning Phil Sussex,
(All Saints Parish and a dentist from Nelson who has
been in Phnom Penh for some years now) took Dee
on his motorbike outside the city where he runs a

Dee operating from a Pastor’s house.
clinic from a pastor’s house. Operating with Phil was
a highlight for Dee. The work he does is invaluable
(including his teaching at the International University).
Phil’s ministry is supported by a number of people at
All Saints Church. We enjoyed a lovely evening with
Phil, Becky and their four children at their home. They
are presently back in Nelson for a few months.
On occasions we got out to see the city. We visited
the palace, numerous markets and took a river trip.
We also visited ‘S21’, a school in the city where under
Pol Pot 17,000 people were tortured. We then visited
the Genocide Centre outside the city where the 17,000
were taken and executed, and where today 6,000 skulls
are on display. This is one of 300 ‘Killing Fields’. Words
cannot adequately describe that experience. We even
saw matted hair protruding from the ground on our
path. One wonders how something so hideous could
happen to a people who are so beautiful.
David led Bible studies each Saturday night for
the residents of both houses (26 people). Their
lively worship and deep faith was infectious. In a

country which is 97% Buddhist there was no hint of
a siege mentality. They were confident in Jesus as
their provider. Every Tuesday morning David also
led devotions with the Management Team of about
20 people including the Director, dentists, doctors,
teachers, nurses, and admin staff.
David’s ministry was to interview all the residents
with the help of a young translator. Each interview took
90 minutes and ended with prayer for blessing and
inner-healing. Their stories were deeply moving and
were a privilege to hear. They were stories of struggle,
sadness, loss, bravery, determination, and grace. David
also visited three slum schools in the city. Two were in
truly appalling conditions and were simply a little shed.
The third was a wonderful example of what vision and
money can do as this school is sponsored by a church
in Singapore.

One of five classes in an amazing slum school funded
by a church in Singapore.
On our way home we enjoyed some much needed
rest and relaxation in Thailand. Although we are
back in Nelson now, a part of us is never far from the
people we grew to love. God willing we will return to
Cambodia in due course.
David and Dee Hollingsworth – Hills Community
Church, Mapua

Saturday evening bible study for the residents.
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This was the second diocesan camp at Bethany Park, Kaiteriteri. An opportunity for groups from all parishes to
come together for life-changing, faith-building experiences and to build friendships with others. This year the
theme was ‘Finding our Way again...’ exploring pathways to God. There were a range of options available to help
us discover how we can experience the presence of God in everyday life. There were special times of corporate
worship led by the City of Light band and prayer ministry in all the sessions.
In the morning David Hollingsworth spoke on the theme of ‘finding our way back’ to the Lord, which is firstly
being aware of our sense of ‘lost-ness’. At the evening session Kathy King, Christian counsellor, highlighted the
importance of connecting with the emotional side of our brain and the need for healing.
Sue Fallow and the team provided an exciting and fun-filled programme for the children with the theme of
‘explorers, keeping on track with Jesus’.

Co-operating can be a challenge.

Map making takes concentration.

In their explorer’s back pack was a compass to show them the way, a map to keep them on track, a torch to keep
them focused on Jesus, binoculars to bring God closer to them, a blanket for protection and food to feed their
spirits. All this was encountered through Bible stories, prayer activities, sung worship, games and crafts.

Feeding the inner
man.
Enthusiastic children’s group session.
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Break Out groups were:
Surprised by the Voice of God (above) led by
Simon Martin, who looked at the work of God in
the world and how our lives should fit into his
agenda. He calls us to be a blessing to people,
situations and the community.
Reconnecting with God - Going up the
mountain. John Sherlock emphasised getting
away from the crowd by taking the group for a
walk and spending quiet unhurried time with
God, including prayer and reflection on scripture.
Pray as you can, not as you can’t. Susan Gill
focused on the seven spiritual pathways to help
us find the path that fires us up and gets us
excited for the Lord in his kingdom. (For more
on Spiritual Pathways, refer to Witness May/June
2014)
Exploring the Gift of Writing. Fiona
Summerfield took an interesting workshop on
creative Christian writing and how to engage
your reading audience.

Quiet moments of reflection.

Time for relaxation and a chat.

Lunchtime.
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What difference can a theological college make?
‘God is in the business of bringing new life.’ Simple
– but absolutely profound. God is always at work
giving hope and vision, putting to death everything
that kills us. God is always at work calling the Church
to faithfulness and deep discipleship. Through God’s
people God is working to bless the people around us...
through the power of the good news of Jesus, through
living the good news of Jesus, through chatting the
good news of Jesus.
If you are a person who is excited by what God does,
and who wants to see our Church fellowships full of life
and outreach then I believe you are in good company.
There are many of us looking to see the ways in which
God is working and looking to see what opportunities
God is giving the Church to grow. We are motivated by
the good news and seeking to serve. God is at work,
and we want to be part of it.
What does that mean for Bishopdale Theological
College?
Can a theological college be a place to look for signs
of God’s work leaping barriers and creating radical
communities? Theological colleges are naturally about
passing on what we have received. Church leaders
need great skills in understanding the gospel and
what God is about by looking backward to what God
has done. But, of course, understanding what God
has done should actually inspire us about what God is

doing now! We should be challenged to see that God
will not leave us simply doing what we have always
done – God’s unchanging gospel will bring fruit in new
ways and among new people.
So... how does a theological college like BTC help
people learn to serve God in mission? How do we help
train people to lead in mission?
Over this year we will be working hard to develop
more opportunities for BTC students to cross over
into different cultures and different settings. We want
students to be connected up to what God is doing
in different settings and especially where we can see
God’s people alive in mission. Growing as disciples
who can follow the Spirit in mission needs to be at the
centre of our college life.
That means that we will be having more visits from
people who are part of exciting mission in other places.
It also means that we will be looking to go to other
places, especially in New Zealand and experience
cross-cultural partnership in mission. Jesus’ disciples
experienced being with Jesus in mission and ministry,
and they learned to think rightly about God. We
want BTC to be like that, and we think the results will
continue to be exciting.
A college like that can actually make a big difference
to our future.
Andrew Burgess – Dean, Bishopdale
Theological College

Hanging out!
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The BTC Graduation at Nelson
Cathedral was such an encouraging
event in the life of the College;
the diocese and other Christian
churches, as 10 graduates (of 12
who qualified) each spoke of their
time studying and being part of the
College community.
The Graduates from left: Harry Ford,
Rachel Stevenson, Elijah Burton,
Hayden Stevenson, Victoria Askin,
Nicholas McFarlane (Tauranga),
Samantha Gauntlet, Brett Hitchens,
Susie Schruer, Bradley Wood.

College teaching staff and graduates.

Friends of Bishopdale College
Sometimes folk ask me why Marge and
I remain financial Friends of BTC at $400 a
year when our vestry, our parish and our
Ladies Guild are already members. Surely all
of them being members is enough?
Here are some of our reasons for being
financially committed:
Training future leaders as thoroughly
as possible is a crucial area for the long
term growth of God’s Kingdom. We are
personally keen to support such a venture,
knowing that it is a costly exercise. Nonreligious charities are able to garner funds
from a wide pool of potential donors. Only
those who have a true heart for Jesus are
likely to contribute. And there are not
so many folk like that nowadays. We are
pleased to be a couple of them.
We believe that where we put our money
indicates what is important to us, and the
work of BTC in training future leaders in
various ministries is vital to us.
We are excited at the development we
have personally seen in our students here in
Greymouth. We are currently into our fourth
year of tutoring, and we will have a number
of graduates at the end of the year with
Diplomas.
The changes in our students have not
just been knowledge. They have matured

in their faith. They have taken bold steps
in new areas of ministry – or plan to in the
future. They have a real love for Jesus and
are committed, enthusiastic worshippers.
The quality of the students that are
gaining degrees through the Nelson Centre
is inspiring. Many of them are showing
significant courage in tackling innovative
ideas and seeing good fruit. They are
the type of leaders that are not usually
produced through other Anglican Training
Centres in NZ.
We are thrilled that the training includes
some Anglican ethos. It is true that
robes and dog collars are not necessary
to be a good Anglican priest. However,
appreciating the value of some of the
traditions and customs and learning when
they have real value is a bonus.
Having students coming from other
denominations is wonderful too. There
is cross-fertilisation. They challenge each
other’s perceptions and assumptions, just as
it says in Proverbs “Iron sharpens iron.”.
There are no pictures of deprived
children tugging our heart strings. This is
a calculated decision based on what we
believe are priorities for the Kingdom of
God.
Robin Kingston – BTC Foundation
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Tim met one of the pilgrims
who walked all the way
from Stewart Island,
pulling this cross and
sharing his faith.

Pilgrimage to Oihi
Why a pilgrimage? I felt it was important for me
and others on the trip to engage with the people, the
places and the mission in a more real and concrete
way. So, over several days, travelling by car, we stopped
at key sites, mission stations, churches (including
Christmas Eve at Christchurch Russell the oldest church
in New Zealand), schools and graveyards, to reflect on
the story of each place, to pray and to document the
journey on Facebook. It was an amazing journey filled
with many stories, of which I will share just a few.
Many people know the story of Tarore a 12-year-old
Maori girl who carried a treasured copy of the gospel
of Luke around her neck. Tarore was murdered and
her gospel stolen. Her father Ngakuku, a convert to
Christianity, put his trust in God and did not seek utu
(revenge).The murderer, later hearing the words of
the gospel he had stolen, sought out Ngakuku for
forgiveness and was reconciled to him. It’s a powerful
story of reconciliation, forgiveness and the power of
the gospel working all things together for good.
We went to Wairere Falls where Tarore was murdered
and then tried to find her grave at Wahaora without
any success. Feeling stumped I suggested we ask at
a house nearby. A Maori gentleman by the name of
Russell came to the door and on hearing about our
quest agreed to show us the grave site. It was hidden
away, off the road behind some crops. At the grave
site Russell shared the story from his perspective and
I asked him if he was connected to Tarore. It turned
out he was the great, great, great, great grandson of
Ngakuku and that Tarore would have been his great
Aunt. History came alive at that point and we prayed
together around the grave.
Secular historians often portray the missionaries
as instruments of colonisation, imbued with the
superiority of their western culture, who disparaged
and undermined Maori belief and tradition. Sadly
this is a very shallow and biased view and one that
bears little resemblance to the truth. As I learned
more about missionaries like Hadfield, Henry Williams,
Samuel Williams and Colenso, I came to discover that
they were people of courage, intelligence, deep faith
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and conviction who both respected and stood up for
Tikanga Maori.
Octavius Hadfield came out to New Zealand inspired
by the words of the great commission, fully expecting
to die from a chronic illness in his 20s. Instead, after
having said, “I would rather die in a Maori pa than a
missionary’s house,” he was sent to the Otaki region
where he exercised a powerful ministry seeing many
come to faith. He was hated by the settlers for siding
with Maori against the land acquisitions and died in his
80s having served as Bishop of Wellington and Primate
of NZ.
Samuel Williams established Te Aute Boys College,
famous for students like Sir Apirana Ngata, Sir Peter
Buck and Sir Maui Pomare, who helped shape Maori
aspirations. The college was founded on three
principles: To provide Maori boys with the best
education possible; to foster and respect Maori culture;
and to do it all in the name of the gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Henry Williams, a former British naval captain,
established the Mission to New Zealand on a firmer
footing and made the proclamation of the gospel its
number one priority. He was highly respected by Maori
for his peacemaking efforts, respect of their culture,
standing up for their rights and passion for the gospel.
So much so that they erected a monument to him at
St Paul’s Paihia calling him ‘A Father to the tribes’. He is
also the only pakeha to have a carving of himself in a
Maori meeting house. This can be found on the main
poupou (centre pole) at the back wall of the Waitangi
Marae.
These three men illustrate well the character and
calibre of most of the early missionaries and it is with
real pride that I count them as my Christian forerunners
in ministering the gospel in New Zealand.
This trip for the bicentenary celebrations impacted
me greatly. It has connected me to my Christian roots
in this land and inspired me for my own ministry. I
hope that others have been similarly encouraged.
Tim Mora – Cobden-Runanga Parish

Life with the Cotters in Albania
The Evangelical Church in Albania has been growing for
over 20 years now, and the church is maturing. A second
generation of believers is now emerging. When Féy and
Murray felt God was calling them to return to Albania in
2011, they never imagined that they would be moving
into roles of supporting and facilitating. But now, rather
than doing the work themselves, they are journeying
alongside others who are working at the grass roots level.
God is a God of the unexpected.
[from NZCMS, Retrospective]
Murray’s ministry is to men (blokes) and it all begins
with ‘friendship’ evangelism. The taxi driver, the men’s
hairdresser and the mechanics next door are just some
of the men that Murray spends time with - pastoring
and talking with them about Jesus. Many of these
men are grappling with economic stress as the Tax
Department demands money for licenses that they
do not have. This effectively means that conversations
about Jesus are put on the ‘back burner’. Pray that
these friendships remain open and Murray will have

more opportunities to talk with the men and continue
to share the Bible with them.
Féy’s ministry is essentially in administration; helping
missionaries with residency permits, settling in, and
organising social times when all the missionary families
can get together for a meal and some fun. One day a
week she will be found at the Shalom Church leading
a weekly Bible study. Two days are devoted to working
with the Albania and Kosovo missionary teams – and
also externally with the Field Ministries Executive and
Ministry Direction group; work that is usually done
via skype and email. She is also involved in helping
an entrepreneurial organisation (Swiss Foundation
for Innovation) develop and professionalise their
administration systems.
Féy and Murray were recently home to celebrate the
wedding of their son, Patrick and the 55th wedding
anniversary and birthday celebrations of Féy’s parents.
It was a great chance for them to catch up with their
many friends in the diocese.

One of nine baptisms at the Shalom
church plant.
Murray building
relationships with
some of the locals –
the barber (above)
and mechanics.

Féy’s role on the European Christian
Mission Executive Team.
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Diocesan News
Reverend Warwick
Hearne, JP
(1948-2015)

A welcome to Joe and Susan Keighley from Wairau
Valley Wardens, Lynne Briggs & Viv Grigg.

Deacon and Priest
Assistant, Greymouth,
Priest Assistant,
Nativity Blenheim until
his retirement due to ill
health. Faithful servant.
Rest in peace.

Joe and Susan with their family, striding towards their
new ministry at Wairau Valley church.

Retired clergy lunch.

Bishop Richard shares his enthusiasm for the
coming year with retired clergy.

Anglican Diocese of Nelson
VACANCY
Diocesan Executive Secretary

The position of Diocesan Executive Secretary is a key role in the structure and life of the Diocese providing support,
development, training, resourcing and consultancy in order to maintain, grow and expand our Diocesan Ministries
and the Kingdom of God.
This challenging and varied position will be based in Nelson but will involve some travel around the top third of
the South Island working with a wide range of Anglican ministries providers. It is anticipated that the successful
applicant will most likely have a relevant tertiary qualification and an understanding of working in ministry.
An information pack and application can be obtained from the Diocese of Nelson website [vacancies]
www.nelsonanglican.org.nz or the Anglican Centre, 48 Halifax St, Nelson 7010; PO Box 100, NELSON 7040
or Email: reception@nelsonanglican.nz. For further information phone (03) 548 3124
Applications close with the Bishop’s Chaplain
at 5pm, Thursday 9th April 2015
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He Karakia Mihinare O Aotearoa – A New Zealand
Prayer Book
The 25th anniversary of our Prayer Book slipped by
largely unnoticed in Advent 2014. Yet it is important to
pause and appreciate what a taonga, a real treasure, our
Prayer Book is. It is recognised around the world; used
by people in other denominations and even those who
claim no Christian belief! The hope was to provide a
comprehensive resource for public liturgical worship as
well as cater for family and personal devotion.
This all goes back to Archbishop Thomas Cranmer
and the first Book of Common Prayer published in
1549. There was a desire to have a prayer book freely
available, written in the language of the people, for the
people. The prayer book was the product of the English
Reformation following the break with Rome. It was the
first to include the complete forms of Sunday and daily
worship in English. There were also the full orders for
Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, Prayers for the Sick and
the Funeral Service. It contained the collects, epistle and
gospel readings for Sunday communion; Old and New
Testament readings for daily prayer; psalms and canticles.
It is impossible to overstate just what a revolutionary
resource for public and private worship this first prayer
book was!
The 1549 book was revised in 1552 and modified under
Elizabeth 1 in 1559 to make it acceptable to a wide range
of worshippers in a church going through a time of great
fluctuation. James 1 made further changes in 1604 and a
major revision was published in 1662, giving us the forms

and services many of us remember so fondly. At the
heart of all this was the recognition that worship was not
just something involving those in ‘fancy clothes up front’.
The Prayer Book enabled the inclusion and participation
of all people. It helped order and integrate the spiritual
dimension into daily life.
Our own He Karakia Mihinare/A New Zealand Prayer
Book stands in this tradition. There is a wealth of
resources for so much more than just Sunday. Have you
ever flicked through it, or cast your eyes down the list of
contents, or checked out the index? There is something
that can be used or adapted for any occasion. So as we
give thanks for this gift may I encourage you to take
some time to look through our Prayer Book and see for
yourself what amazing range of resources it contains.
For example note the artwork at the beginning of each
section (list of artists on page 950); Prayers for Various
Occasions on page 138; some suggested readings and
songs for weddings on page 806.
As always, the aim is to be inclusive and not just
Anglican. Note this final sentence of the Introduction:
“It is our hope that the use of these services will enable
us to worship God in our own authentic voice, and to
affirm our identity as the people of God in Aotearoa-New
Zealand.”
Wayne Thornton – Vicar Motueka Parish
PS: A challenge for the more adventurous – can you find: the
artwork that includes a jet plane; a different version of the
Lord’s Prayer that begins ‘Eternal Spirit...’; poems by Edward
Carpenter and James K. Baxter; a Prayer for a Study?

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 547 0908
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Reflecting on the empty tomb

John 20: 1-10
In the gospel account of John it was Mary Magdelene
who went to the tomb early on the Sunday morning
and found it empty. She ran to tell Simon Peter and the
other disciple (John). Perhaps surprisingly Simon Peter
was looked to as the leader of the group in spite of his
denials of Jesus during the events of the crucifixion.
There is something special about this man that he can
face the other disciples after such an act of cowardice
and still be accepted as their leader.
The two men ran to the tomb but John being the
younger ran faster and arrived first. He looked in and
saw the linen cloths just as they had been placed
around the body of Jesus, but he didn’t go in. Perhaps
this was in deference to Peter as the leader. Simon
Peter arrived and in his usual straight forward manner
went right into the tomb and saw the burial cloths
lying tidily where the body of Jesus had lain. John
also went inside and we are told ‘he saw and believed’.
Interestingly we are told his belief in the resurrection
was instant, even though ‘They still did not understand
from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead’ v 9.
Even unbelievers pray for a miracle in times of great
stress. Why is it that believers are taken aback when the
supernatural breaks into our world? In Mark 9:24 the
father of an ill boy prayed as he approached Jesus for a

healing miracle, “I do believe; help me to overcome my
unbelief.”
The painting above, by Henry Tanner, shows Simon
Peter and John at the entrance to the tomb and their
faces display different emotions. Simon Peter’s eyes
are cast down and his mood seems reflective. John’s
face however, although etched with pain, seems to
contain a look of openness, confidence and perhaps
expectation. Let’s put ourselves at the entrance to the
tomb as we come to worship on Easter Sunday. Can we
imagine the thoughts and feelings of Simon Peter and
John at this point? They have not yet encountered the
risen Lord but that hope must have been uppermost in
their minds.
Do we come full of confidence and joy that our Lord
has died on the cross for our sins, risen from death and
restored us to a relationship as sons and daughters
of our Father in heaven? Or do we come hesitantly,
wanting to believe but unsure of the reality of what
happened on that first Easter morning?
In the end it all rests on our relationship with Jesus
as our Saviour, the Lord of life who conquered death.
So, like John, let’s step into the tomb and believe this
Easter, and in that assurance go and share our joy and
confidence with others, that God’s Kingdom has come.
Hilary Ellena

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412

The Witness • Page 16

