Family Life
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Family building
The theme of this month’s Witness is ‘Strengthening Family Life’
and it’s certainly a priority topic at a time when the deck seems
increasingly stacked against the family. High divorce rates, the
acceptability of sole parenting, constantly changing de facto
relationships, changes to our Marriage Act, employment rosters that
work against family life and establishing regular routines, the need
for both parents to be working, the emphasis on self over other,
rampant individualism, being over-busy... the list goes on and on.
And for those in sole parent situations it’s even harder.
All these factors conspire against parents whose heart is to build
healthy strong families. It’s not impossible but it won’t happen by
default. It has to be seen as a primary goal for a couple or a sole
parent, where they intentionally sit down and plan how they are
going to make it happen. And it’s an important task, for strong
families are what is required to build healthy, whole and resilient
individuals who in turn form the foundation of a healthy society.
Families in fact are a key part of God’s design for human society
and when they are functioning well with all the interplay of
relationships that goes on, they also become a mirror for how God
wants to relate to us as relational beings in the giving and receiving
of love, in nurture and compassion, generosity, kindness and so
much more. So let me encourage you to read carefully through this
month’s Witness and draw inspiration and help from it for your own
family life.
Yours in His service
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Venerable Tim Mora – Vicar General

● BTC Sunday is August 4. Highlighting the work
of Bishopdale Theological College and the BTC
Foundation and encouraging support for the
college.
● EQUIP: for Mawhera Saturday August 17; for
Marlborough Saturday August 31.
● POMD for all clergy: Dates to note are Friday
August 2 All Saints church with Steve Maina
(CMS) and Brian Stark; Friday August 30 St
Barnabas, Stoke with Rev Mark Beale, Friday
September 27 St Barnabas with Spanky Moore,
Phil Trotter and Julie Hintz.
● The School of Theology topic this year is
‘Determined Worship’ with guest speakers
Rev Dr Chris Holmes (Senior Lecturer in
Theology, Otago) and Rev Dr Sarah Harris
(New Testament scholar and ordained
Anglican). Friday and Saturday September
20-21 at All Saints Church, Nelson. Register
on line bishopdale.ac.nz or phone BTC 03 548
8785. Public lecture ‘Health Warning: You are
what you worship!’ on Friday September 20 at
7.30pm with Rev Dr Andrew Burgess.

What the Bible says
about family
When we think about family and what the Bible says
about it, we need to start with the first few chapters of
Genesis, where we read in Gen 2:18 that, ‘It is not good for
the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.’
Here we see the relational nature of what it means to be
human, that forms the basis of all family life.
Then in Genesis 2:24 we read, ‘For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,
and they will become one flesh.’ This is the primary text
for the institution of marriage which in itself is the core
and founding relationship of every family, and finally in
Gen 1:28 we see the possibility of children born out of
and into that relational coupling, creating something
that we call family. A social network of relationships
designed by God and bound together by kinship where
individual needs for intimacy, fulfilment, security and
mutual support are met and where children can be raised,
nurtured, and socialised to become valuable future
members of society.
This is the biblical base for family but throughout
scripture we learn so much more about how families are
meant to function. The fifth commandment commands
children to honour their father and mother alike (Exodus
20:12). In other words they are to respect them in their
role as parents responsible for their upbringing in terms
of education, character and knowledge of God. Ephesians
6:4 ‘Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by
the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up with the
discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.’ And
one great resource of that instruction is Proverbs, which is
full of character shaping instruction and wise advice in all
areas of life from relationships to business. Proverbs 3:1-4
‘My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands
in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and
bring you prosperity. Let love and faithfulness never leave
you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet
of your heart. Then you will win favour and a good name in
the sight of God and man.’
Deuteronomy 6:1-4 reminds the Israelites to love the
Lord their God with all their heart, soul, and strength.
Committing themselves wholeheartedly to this and the
Lord’s other commands, but then it goes on to remind
them as parents that they also have a responsibility to
teach the same to their children.
Deuteronomy 6:7 ‘Repeat them again and again to your
children. Talk about them when you are at home and when
you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when
you are getting up.’ So that the children will grow up in
an environment where knowing and honouring God is
second nature which means they are far more likely to

stick with it when they are older.
If I were to summarise the key to strengthening families
I would say that it begins with building a strong marriage
where as a couple you model everything you want
your children to become, especially in the area of their
relationship with God. Never think you can leave a task
that important to the Sunday School ministry of your
local church. They are there to reinforce the work you are
putting in at home not do it for you.
However I am also aware that there are some who have
to do the role of parenting alone. To them I would say
that while everything above remains true in terms of the
ideals for what you desire for your children and while
it can often feel like a very lonely and harder task than
when you have someone by your side to help, there is still
your church family who can walk the journey with you.
In my parish right now we are supporting a sole parent
with seven children. Her children are welcomed into the
service every Sunday, hugged and encouraged by many
surrogate dads and grandparents. We support her by
attendance at meetings with social agencies and the like.
I know she deeply appreciates the church family she
has been adopted into and I am seeing changes within
the family dynamics. So no-one ever needs to feel
they are alone in the task. As the cliché goes it takes a
community to raise a child and the church can be that
community for many.
And if I were to leave you some quick tips they would
be the following.
1. Learn to express sincere appreciation to your spouse and
children at every opportunity. Never stint in giving praise.
2. Spend more time with your family. Busyness kills
relationships or makes them shallow. Plan, not dream about,
plan family activities and learn to say ‘No’. Saying No says
what is really important to you.
3. Talk with each other and not just about homework or
what you did at work today, but also about your dreams and
aspirations, about what everyone thinks is important and of
value in life.
4. Find ways to grow in faith. Read the Bible together.
Discuss passages at the table. See how it relates to current
events and so on. Be involved as a family not just in church
but also in some kind of mission project. Encourage the
children to tithe their pocket money etc.
5. Lastly, make family life your number one priority. Invest
the best of your time and energy into the relationships
with your spouse and children. The results will make it
worthwhile.
Tim Mora – Vicar, Cobden-Runanga
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I’ve been Children and Families Ministry (CFM)
enabler for almost a year now. The role is diverse, but
there are three aims that underpin what we do.
CFM Aim 1: Inspiring, encouraging and equipping
churches to engage meaningfully with children and
families in their local communities.
According to the 2012 diocese year book statistics,
only 438 children were regularly a part of Sunday
morning services in the churches across the diocese.
During the rest of the week however, we engaged with
an unknown number of children through pre-school
programmes, after school and holiday clubs, Bible
in Schools, Messy Church and other forms of child
centred outreach.
These programmes are crucial as a way of linking the
church with families in our communities. Mark Griffiths
talks about the need to respond to the cry in the
darkness of children and families who have no hope,
and who desperately need to connect with Jesus… but
he also challenges that unless families can experience
some form of easy-to-enter outreach, they have no
reason to come into the unknown environment of a
church service.
CFM Aim 2: Training and resourcing leaders to
teach and disciple today’s children in relevant and
appropriate ways, so that they may have a firm
foundation of faith, and be seen as a vital part of the
church community.
David Goodwin recently published the results of his
Australasian research into why 50% of children raised
in church will leave before they finish their teenage
years. He notices seven priorities of churches that need
to be in place to help children become adult disciples.
1. Ministry to children needs to be given greater priority
in our churches.
2. Children need to be included by the adult members of
the church and be given meaningful involvement in
church services.
3. Churches need a viable youth group where children
are encouraged to attend.
4. Faith development needs to be a strong focus in how
and what children are taught.
5. Children need to be better prepared for challenges to
their faith that will inevitably come.
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6. Children benefit from Christian activities in addition to
church services.
7. Churches need to strategise to make transitioning an
easy progression.
In today’s world there are so many attractive options
other than going to church and accepting Christianity.
Unless we are intentional and skilled in how we work
with children and families we will struggle to give the
children within the church a strong enough foundation
to their faith.
CFM Aim 3: Reminding churches to encourage
parents in the fullness of their roles as parents, with a
special emphasis on assisting them to be the primary
spiritual leaders of their children.
The Side-by-Side mentoring programme that CFM
offered this year has this at its heart. The course trains
everyday people to walk alongside everyday families,
giving encouragement, friendship, guidance and hope.
They could be older members of the church whose
children have grown, speaking words of wisdom to the
younger people who are struggling with parenting.
I grew up in a family where we prayed together
every day, saw our parents read their Bibles, were
allowed to ask the hard questions of faith and were
encouraged to develop deep relationships in our
own communities of faith. It seems it can be hard to
establish this sort of devotional time as a family. Within
the CFM library at the Anglican Centre we have a range
of family faith discussion tools, children’s devotionals,
DVDs, family Bibles and books for both children
and parents. Anyone is
welcome to borrow these
as an absolutely free way of
investing in creating a ritual
of a family devotional time.
If there is something that
you are particularly looking
for, then please either pop
in or send me an email, I’d
love to help resource your
church or family in any of
these areas.
Jude Benton – CFM Enabler

Children’s Outreach Ministry at All Saints in
Nelson has three different key areas; the afterschool
programme, holiday programmes and family support
and outreach.
The afterschool programme has been running for
three-and-a-half years, for two afternoons a week
during term time. Many of the children come from one
of our local schools and we have developed strong
links with teachers and social workers there who often
refer children to the programme.
The afterschool programme has evolved over time
and become a place where children with challenging
behaviour, difficult family circumstances, social
isolation and from backgrounds of financial struggle
are welcomed and celebrated. There is a strong
emphasis on being a family together and on caring
for each other. We pray for one another and the needs
of our families, friends, pets, leaders and teachers
every time we meet; we share the best things that
have happened for us that week over afternoon tea;
we play games together; we have a reading time to
encourage education development and we focus on
our discipleship through engaging Bible teaching and
related crafts.
We also run a holiday programme every six months
which caters for 50 kids. The programme lasts for twoand-a-half hours from a Monday to Friday, is based
around an overarching theme, and is packed full of
games, drama, Bible teaching, challenges, action
songs, interactive prayer, food, crafts and more.
Last summer we ran a programme called ‘Monsters
Stink’ based loosely on the movie ‘Monsters Inc.’.
Amidst our monster themed mania and getting
covered in strange coloured gunge we learnt about
facing monsters (representative of bad/scary/anxiety
inducing/damaging stuff in our lives) with Jesus,
by way of Bible teaching, a drama about a team of
monster hunters who discover the power of the
armour of God in their expedition, testimonies and
prayer. We looked at the monsters of fear, bullying,
loneliness and being lost and heard stories from
teens and adults about how Jesus helped them face

their monsters of alcoholism, PTSD, bullying, feelings
of abandonment etc in amazingly real and totally
appropriate child-friendly ways. And in the process of
it my car got painted monster themed by the kids and
teens and ended up in the local paper!
A vitally important and ever growing aspect of
Children’s Outreach Ministry at All Saints is the support
of families whose children attend these programmes.
We had the privilege of supporting a mother of a
regular holiday programme child who broke her
leg, had two children to care for and had no support
network around her whatsoever. Another holiday
programme child who now comes to church every
Sunday without fail had a very ill caregiver and we
were able to provide food and care for her family much
to their astonishment.
Afterschool programme families have been
supported by mentoring of children and young people
by people in congregation, pastoral support, food
packages, support at doctors and meetings with CYF,
police, social workers and child psychologists, and
with parenting support. This is where living the very
gospel that we are teaching the children becomes real
and grounded. These relationships of course are not
formed overnight... trust has to be earned and real
two-way self-giving relationships have to be built.
I am grateful for the incredible team of people with
whom I work and thankful for the privilege of this work
even when it is hard (and
it often is!). Young kids are
coming to know Jesus, and
reaching out with God’s
love to their friends, families
and schools, and God’s
Kingdom is being built. I
know I wouldn’t choose to
do anything else.
Miranda Warner – Children’s
Outreach Worker, All Saints
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Sir Edmund Hillary, in a documentary about his life,
talked about High School. A teacher had singled him
out in a gym class, told him he was ‘a runt’. Said Sir Ed, “I
can still hear his words: ‘Hillary, you’ll never amount to
anything’”. Half a century later, as he spoke to the camera,
the memory of those words brought tears to his eyes.
Why do we underestimate the power of words? A
month ago we got all those at Youth Group to think about
what had hurt them most and write down the words and
memories. It was a very quiet and sombre group as they
scribbled away on scraps of paper.
Following a short prayer we burnt the bits of paper,
asking God to help erase the memories in the same way
the fire destroyed the words. The following week we
wrote positive messages to each other and collected
them up. A few weeks later we handed out envelopes to
each person. The smiles and eagerness to see what others
thought of them surprised me. Some wrote for nearly
an hour, so as to give 25 messages to each person in our
group.
A challenge for us all! When was the last time you
encouraged a family member? What about a teen in your
life? Your friend’s son or daughter?
A question for parents: Do you know the amount of
negative words that are going into your teen’s minds and
hearts? You may be surprised at just what the average
teenager is exposed to via Facebook, Messenger, texting;
sites such as askfm and quoohme – where anyone has the
ability to post anonymously. Have a browse, you will be
shocked!
The impact of social media sites is far greater than most
parents realise. It may be almost impossible to insulate
our teens against negative words but let’s balance the
scales with positive words. Discuss the power of words
at home. Help your teen understand the effect they can
have from both hearing and speaking them.
What if we took a little time to encourage each other on
a regular basis, would it change the world around us?
We have covered a range of topics during our
discussions at Youth Group, but this last term our focus
has been on self-esteem and our worth to God. It seems
that we live in a world with an almost insatiable appetite
for materialism and false values... from the Photoshopped
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images of what we should aspire to, to an ever increasing
desire for the latest ‘things’ and the ‘noise of Life’.
Is it not time to press || (pause)? Should we be asking
ourselves why we have some of the highest rates of
teen depression in the Western World? Statistics from
Youthline seem to indicate that the majority of calls
received relate to depression/loneliness and family issues.
Such statistics can provide an insight into issues facing
the youth of today. Some of the issues we have seen at
youth group over the past six months include depression,
self-harm (cutting/overdosing) and lack of self-esteem.
It has been said ‘to love and know that we are loved
(loveable) is one of our deepest desires’. How do we
communicate the ‘Love’ that Jesus commands us to show,
to the generation of youth that maybe gazes at ‘church’
with an uninterested glance?
Many of the teens I meet are completely ignorant of
even the basics of what Jesus taught. They know nothing
of what Christianity is about. This is through no fault of
their own but rather a reflection of the world they have
grown up in. I think we need to examine our role as
Christians and how we interact with those around us.
The challenge facing those of us that are Christians is
to portray our faith through our lives to a generation that
increasingly knows nothing of either what Christianity is,
who Jesus said he was, and what he wants us to do.
Jesus’ words and actions changed the world and
history. May we never cease to share that.

Rick Bensemann and Petrina Classen lead
‘Youth at St T’ (check out their Facebook page).
St Thomas Motueka has a Youth Group of 20-25 year 9 to 13s
meeting Tuesdays from 5-8pm. We make a point of having
dinner together and
most teens take a
turn at cooking/
preparing food in a
team of three or four.
Our evening finishes
with a discussion
time which can last
up to an hour.

My role is to work with young people who are deemed
to be ‘at risk’, meaning they have caused harm to others
or perhaps themselves and are in need of support to help
them and their families to get back on track. They are a
wide range of young people from different backgrounds,
ethnicity and aged between 12-23. Some of them are
in care, others are well supported by their families and
others seem to struggle to find a place to belong.
I usually have around 70 young people that I connect
with either face to face, texting or via other agencies. In
my role I run youth health clinics in different settings to
meet with the young person, get to know them and to
assess what their strengths are and what areas they need
some support with. Most (but not all) young people often
have concerns about their sexual health, drug and alcohol
consumption or their mental health.
Here is a brief run-down of some of the work I did over
the last couple of weeks, which was particularly tough...
Day one. Met a young person who had been in care for
the past 10 years and had recently moved back home.
Things weren’t so great, that night she attempted suicide
and self-harmed.
Day two. Met a young girl who was pregnant and wasn’t
sure what to do or who the father was – there were two
options. After talking with her and getting her organised
for whatever she would choose to do, she had a scan only
to find the baby had died at nine weeks. She was relieved
that she no longer had to make the decision.
Day three. Saw two young people; both had attempted
suicide in the weekend. One was referred to Child Youth
and Family and the local child and adolescent mental
health service and the other referred only to the local
child and adolescent mental health service.
Day four. Have been working with a young person for
the last eight months who has an intellectual disability.
She has been learning her road code to sit the test to
get her learner driver’s licence. She sent a text to say she
passed!
Day five. A young person saw me who had suffered a
dog bite in childhood. They hadn’t seen anyone to repair
his eyelid and damaged tear ducts until now. I arranged
for a specialist consult, he now has his second surgery
in the next week to fully repair his eye and to create two

artificial tear ducts. The surgeon had said that if this had
waited another few months he would have lost his vision.
It is in these young people that I see great hope. I
see them rise above true adversity and they hold on to
what is dear to them; those caring adults that are crazy
about them and who care for them unconditionally; the
community they belong to; the opportunities they have
to have fun together in a safe place; and the times when
adults believe in them and ask them to lead and inspire
others.
So, where do I find God in all of this? There are times,
when I wish for a magic wand to make the bad stuff that
happen to young people simply go away. These moments
are few, and I know truly and deeply that God has wired
me to work alongside young people. And the more
complex the lives of these young people are the more I
see how God can use me.
There are times when I reveal my faith to a young
person and often a conversation begins about how
marginalised they feel by ‘church’ or why God allows bad
stuff to happen to them or their family.
For me it is important that I am who God made me to
be nothing more, nothing less. To serve God, to love God
and to be carried by God.
Lee-ann O’Brien
Lee-ann is married to Graham and they have two kids, Hannah
(16) and Joel (15). Lee-ann has worked with young people
in the community, church and health sector for most of her
working life. She is an Adolescent
Nurse Specialist and gained
a Masters in 2012, and her
dissertation explored the impact
of spirituality and religion on
risk factors of young people in
Aotearoa, New Zealand.
For five years she has been
employed by Nelson Bays
Primary healthcare organisation
to run the Targeted Youth
Health Service. She and her
family attend All Saints Anglican
Church.
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Sing for joy to God-alive...

Lord, Holy Spirit,
You are the brigh
In whom we know
You bring us to ou
To rest our heads

from “Song to the Ho
p.158 A New Zealand

photos by Stewart Nimmo
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ht cloud in whom we hide,
w already that the battle has been won.
ur Brother Jesus
upon his shoulder.

oly Spirit” by James K. Baxter,
d Prayer Book

What a beautiful home, God-of-the-Angel-Armies!
I’ve always longed to live in a place like this,
Always dreamed of a room in your house,
where I could sing for joy to God-alive!

God-of-the-Angel-Armies, listen:
O God of Jacob, open your ears – I’m praying!
Look at our shields, glistening in the sun,
our faces, shining with your gracious anointing.

Birds find nooks and crannies in your house,
sparrows and swallows make nests there.
They lay their eggs and raise their young,
singing their songs in the place where we worship.
God-of-the-Angel-Armies! King! God!
How blessed they are to live and sing there!

One day spent in your house,
this beautiful place of worship,
beats thousands spent on Greek island beaches.
I’d rather scrub floors in the house of my God
than be honored as a guest in the palace of sin.

And how blessed all those in whom you live,
whose lives become roads you travel;
They wind through lonesome valleys, come upon brooks,
discover cool springs and pools brimming with rain!
God-traveled, these roads curve up the mountain,
and at the last turn – Zion! God in full view!

All sunshine and sovereign is God,
generous in gifts and glory.
He doesn’t scrimp with his traveling companions.
It’s smooth sailing all the way with God-of-the-Angel-Armies.
Psalm 84 in ‘The Message’

Background photo by Barry Doig
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The fine art of
...growing a family
This is the title of a
really helpful practical
book by Ian and Mary
Grant. It is subtitled
‘How to bring out the best in your family’ – and it aims
to guide parents so that they can do exactly that: bring
out the best in their particular family. Ian and Mary
Grant are high-profile parenting and relationship gurus
in New Zealand. In this book they share what they have
discovered to be the keys to healthy, fun-filled families
from their own experience and years of teaching
parenting throughout New Zealand and Australia.
Each chapter concludes with an ‘Action Lab’.
This is from chapter 4; ‘What makes a Family into a
Community?’
Family Dinner-time Speeches
Everyone must give a one-minute speech on a topic
that Mum or Dad chooses.
Talk Triggers
Ask ‘would you rather’ questions – would you rather
go to school with your shirt on back to front or with
one black shoe and one brown one?
Family Night Ideas
Funny Hat Night. Have everyone make a hat or dress
up in an existing one. Wear them while you eat. Use the
dinner conversation to talk about the reasons for your
hat or hat-decorating choices. Give an award for the
funniest hat.
Take turns picking a topic of discussion such as
current events, holiday plans, or school/work/church
events. Use the topics to encourage family dinner
conversation and as a way of getting kids to develop
opinions.
Set Rules Around Technology
↸ Put all mobile phones in a basket in the kitchen
after a certain time of night (including yours)
↸ Don’t allow your child to own their own mobile
before they have shared a family phone for a length
of time. Have a family phone which children are lent
The Witness • Page 10

when it is necessary for communication and safety.
↸ Do a deal defining rules of openness with texting
and your access to their phone history before they
own their own phone.
Use Technology
Text, email or call your children just to let them know
you are thinking about them. Remember if they have a
test or sports game and ask them how it went.
Create Family Surprises
The good weather and great outdoors we have in
Australasia make it a great place to grow up in. Take
the family out for picnic teas, barbecues on the beach
with marshmallows over the fire, for berry picking
or fish and chips in the dark. All will make fun family
memories and future material for family legends.
The book is also sprinkled with ‘Smart Strategies’, this
is from page 121:
Good Decision Making...
If a child gets into trouble for forgetting a library
book or sports gear, don’t allow them to play the
blame game. Do not own the problem or you are
training them to transfer their problems to others.
Empathise and leave the problem with your child.
Some phrases for you to use:
↸ That’s sad, darling. What are you going to do to
make sure you don’t forget next time?
↸ That must be awful. Do you have a plan for next
week?
Ian and Mary Grant conclude with this ancient
proverb from the Bible:
Buy truth – don’t sell it for love or money – buy
wisdom, buy education, buy insight. Parents rejoice
when their children turn out well; wise children
become proud parents. (Proverbs 23:16, The Message)
PS: This book is highly recommended for home and
church bookshelves!
Wayne Thornton

John
hn and Connie, Jesse and Finlay Sherlock
at Hills Community Church Mapua
After completing a Bachelor of Theology at Otago
University and two years at St John’s College in Auckland
John was ordained in Dunedin. He was a curate at St John’s
Roslyn and Vicar of St Mary’s Mornington. After seven years
ministry in Dunedin they were invited to look at coming
to Hills Community Church in Mapua and have been here
since February. They have two boys, Jesse and Finlay, and are
looking forward to a baby girl arriving in September.
Where did you grow up?
John: I was brought up in the suburb of Bryndwr in
Northwest Christchurch, before I moved to Dunedin for
Post Grad study.
Connie: on a third generation farm in Hororata, MidCanterbury before moving to Christchurch to train as a
teacher. I followed John to Dunedin when we married
in 1999.
When did you both become Christians
John: I was brought up in a Christian family and
made a commitment to follow Jesus as a teenager as I
attended youth group at St Aidan’s Bryndwr.
Connie: I was also brought up in a Christian family.
One school holidays I made a commitment to follow
Jesus at a holiday park – I think it may have been a

group called Operation Jesus. My rural church had very
few families so I attended a youth group with a friend
from High School.
What books are you reading at the moment?
John: Many! Including ‘The Idiot’ by Fyodor
Dostoevsky and ‘The Lord of the Rings’ for the third
time.
Connie: ‘One a Pecker Two a Pecker’, a novel set in
the Otago gold rush by Ruth Park. Also ‘The Power of a
Praying Parent’ by Stormie Omartian.
We are currently working our way through ‘The
Hobbit’ with our boys
Favourite way to relax?
John: Listening to music and playing guitar and
piano and then reading novels, and then cycling.
Connie: Gardening and reading and talking! (on the
phone, Skype or best of all in person… or if all else fails
to myself!)
What are you most passionate about in life?
Connie: Watching things grow, especially people and
plants.
John: Learning to listen to God, and trying to hear
and understand what the Spirit might be saying to the
church.
What do you most love about your area of ministry?
Connie: I really love developing relationships with
children and their families.
John: I love seeing people come alive in their faith
and their relationship with Go. It is a great privilege to
be able to share in this journey with people.
What’s a motto or saying that comes to mind which
your family might use.
‘There’s naught as queer as folk’ and ‘It’s a funny old
life’. Both of which are said at least on a weekly basis.

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL
A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 548 0709
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In conversation with

Murray Robertson
This year the Nelson Diocese is running a series of training days focused on mission, where we are learning more
about the mission of God and his heart for transforming individuals, communities and the world.
Despite a postponement of the June training day due to snow and travel difficulties, we have still been able to host
Murray and learn from his wisdom and experience.
Murray was the pastor of Spreydon Baptist Church for 40 years along with his wife Marj and they saw a small
struggling church grow to be a large missional congregation. The church also gave birth to several other congregations
and a large number of ministries in the local community along with an extensive commitment to mission overseas. He is
now leading the development of the Leadership Network, a group seeking to help pastors and churches with leadership
related issues. It was started by the Baptist Churches but serves the wider New Zealand church
Recently Rev John Sherlock caught up with Murray at a workshop at Hills Community Church in Mapua.
As you have travelled around
churches in New Zealand across
several different denominations, what
are some of the common challenges
that you see?
I think the biggest challenge
is that there do not seem to be
many churches that are growing
primarily through new people
coming to faith. In fact it seems
the most common challenge
is churches growing older and
smaller. There are wonderful
exceptions but this is a widespread
problem.
Where do you see God’s Spirit
working in church?
Among those churches
where there are people coming
to faith there seems to be a
disproportionate number of people
from other cultures. Pakeha Kiwis
don’t always seem to be the most
responsive. In some areas there is
also a large response among youth,
but I suspect that has always been
the case.
Where do you see God’s Spirit
working in communities?
There seems to have been quite
a widespread development in
the last couple of decades or so
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of churches becoming far more
involved in their communities.
Where there are churches with the
capacity to do this in some cases
there have been the development
of extensive support networks with
local schools, and even a wider
influence towards community
transformation.
Is there a direction that you feel God
may be challenging the church in New
Zealand to move towards?
I suspect it might be for even
more churches to climb out of their
inward orientation and become
more deeply involved in their wider
community. The problem is that
too many churches have become
too old and too small to pick up
this challenge, and some of the
larger churches are more oriented
towards improving the well-being
of their members.
Looking from the outside-in, how
do you view the state of the Anglican
Church in New Zealand?
It would be a brave person who
would attempt an answer to this.
I see the Anglican Church is a very
mixed bag. There are some local
congregations that are doing
very well, and others who seem
to be preparing for their demise. I

was in England a couple of years
ago and found a level of vitality
and innovation in the Church of
England that I haven’t seen in the
Anglican Church here.
Recently you spent a weekend with
Hills Community Church in Mapua,
which has drawn together Anglican,
Methodist, Presbyterian and New
Life churches into one independent
community church. What are some
of your observations of what Mapua’s
experience might be able to offer as
a way of organising church in New
Zealand communities?
For those with the eyes to see it,
I think Hills Community Church is a
very significant church. For the first
time in this country that I am aware
of some mainline denominations
and a Pentecostal church have
merged for the sake of a combined
witness to the community. I think
this is actually making a prophetic
statement. I think it has great
relevance for smaller towns in New
Zealand who have several churches
essentially existing in competition
with each other. It could also
have relevance as new towns
develop. This could be of particular
relevance in Christchurch as the
rebuild gets underway.

Reflections from ‘Vibrant Christ-centred Communities of Faith’
The teaching ministry of the Church
Our Aim: To preach and teach in such a way that lives
are transformed and people are challenged and inspired
in their commitment to discipleship.
Preaching and Teaching
The New Testament makes it quite clear that there is a
distinction between preaching and teaching.
Preaching is more about presenting the faith whereas
teaching is more about discipleship – growing in the
faith: what this good news means for us personally and
corporately.
This doesn’t, however imply a particular teaching or
preaching style. We must choose the method or the
form that communicates most clearly to those who are
listening. It may be that when we are out of our comfort
zone, the Holy Spirit has greater freedom!
The question we must answer is how, in the preaching
and teaching of our church, we lead people to the place
of conversion or commitment, and how we encourage
and challenge them in their ongoing journey of
transformation.
This leads to a further question; what does a
transformed life look like? What are the features that
identify or reflect our spiritual transformation and
growth?
Communication: The clarity of the message. Ask
ourselves whether we can sum up the main point of
the message in one sentence. If we can’t, perhaps the
congregation will not get it either, no matter how long we
speak for. What is the life application that we are speaking
into? If this is not clear those listening may find the whole
exercise irrelevant.
The shape of the message. What is it that we are
going to do in the first few minutes to ensure that those
listening remain engaged? Then, as we move into the
body of our message, what is the challenge we are
addressing that our congregation will identify with?
It does help to have three key points that we want
to address within the message. Research shows that
people remember the message more clearly if there are
clearly identifiable points or markers. In the body of the
message, what story or illustration are we going to use

that will grab the listener’s attention, recognising that for
most listeners, this will be what they remember.
Finally, how are we going to finish? What are we going
to ask people to consider doing in response?
This step is so often missed out. It might be as simple
as responding by receiving communion or by pausing in
prayer. It might be inviting people to respond by inviting
them to consider who their neighbour is that they need
to make peace with.
Other things to consider include: the tone of our voice,
the use of silence and pauses, the pace of delivery, and
body language.
Relationship
One of the realities today is that many of our
parishioners listen to some of the best (and most popular)
preachers and teachers via podcasts. However, there is
one thing that we have that these speakers don’t and that
is a relationship with those we are speaking to. We know
their situations and their struggles. We know them – and
they know us!
We must capitalise on this in the messages we preach.
We have the most amazing opportunity to bring our
message to life within a congregation that we know and
love. The old adage still remains true: ‘People don’t care
how much we know until they know how much we care.’
The preacher who refuses to acknowledge this reality is
the preacher who is not interested in the effectiveness of
his or her message.
The message is not the message. The sermon alone
is not the message! The whole service should give
consideration to the themes that are being raised in the
sermon.
Often, little thought seems to be given as to how
hymns or songs might fit into the theme or flow of the
service and the sermon. Neither do the prayers or the
communion pick up on the theme, consequently there is
a disconnect.
We therefore miss the opportunity of giving more
weight to the major themes of the sermon which, in
turn, waters down its effectiveness as a communication
opportunity.
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Baptism
Our Prayer Book says ‘Baptism is the sacrament
by which we are made children of God, members of
Christ’s body the Church, and heirs of the Kingdom of
God’. (p933) Jesus commanded us to baptise, saying
‘unless a person is born of water and the Spirit, they
cannot enter the kingdom of God’ (John 3:5). It is also
part of the ‘Great Commission’ in Matthew 28:19. In
baptism a person says: ‘In faith I turn to Christ my way,
my truth, my life’. Then the baptising minister either
plunges the person under water or pours water over
their head, declaring that this person now belongs to
God in Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.
As baptism is a welcome and initiation into the
body of Christ, it is normally celebrated at a time
and a place where the church regularly gathers
for worship. There is also recognition that the local
church has a responsibility to support and encourage
those baptised to help them grow in faith. Each
celebration of baptism provides an opportunity for
the congregation to affirm their faith in Jesus as Lord.
It is sometimes pointed out that there is no
reference to baptising children in the New Testament.
However it is there by inference – connecting Jesus’
words in John 3:5 and welcome of children in Mark
10:14, you can argue that Jesus intended children
to be baptised. And from earliest times it was the
practice for the church to do so. Acts 16:15 records the
baptism of Lydia and her family; 1 Corinthians 1:16
notes the baptism of the household of Stephanas. If
the head of a family decided to be a follower of Jesus,
they would be baptised with their whole household:
wife, children, slaves. It makes sense and is similar
today – parents make decisions affecting the life and
wellbeing of their children: what to wear or eat, where
to go to school, how to behave. It follows that they
should make decisions about their children’s faith.
The service of baptism begins by reminding us that
‘we love because God first loves us. In baptism God
declares that love; in Christ God calls us to respond.’
(p383) The baptism of children highlights a central
spiritual truth: our faith begins not with what we do
for God, but with what God does for us. Whatever
our age, we are all heirs of God’s promises in Christ;
through baptism we may claim our place as children
of God.
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Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child
The Anglican Church in New Zealand provides this
service as an opportunity to rejoice and give thanks
for the presence of new life. It has no connection
with baptism. Rather it is a way in which the church
can help parents, wider family and friends celebrate
the birth or adoption of a child. This service may take
place in any suitable setting (home, hospital, hall,
church) and includes an opportunity to ‘name’ the new
child and offer prayer for family life. (p754-761 of A
New Zealand Prayer Book)
Confirmation
This is a public commitment to serve Christ and the
church in the world. It can perhaps be described as
the ‘completion of what was begun in baptism’. In the
early church when those baptised were mostly adults,
baptism and confirmation happened together. As
the custom of infant baptism became more general
it was thought prudent for there to be a ‘gap’ before
confirmation. These days there is no set age for the
service. It is appropriate when a person feels called to
affirm the promises made at baptism and confirm that
they understand and are willing to engage in life as a
follower of Jesus. In response the church affirms the
person’s calling. As a sign and ‘confirmation’ of all this,
the Bishop lays hands on the one being confirmed,
and after a time of silence prays for an outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. In this way a person is strengthened for
their life as a disciple of Jesus.
Reaffirmation of Faith
It is also recognised that a person might drift away
from following Jesus, and later on come back and wish
to mark this in a significant way. A person may have
a profound experience which heightens their faith.
Someone may also have a sense they wish to affirm
they are a follower of Jesus.
In all these cases a person may make a reaffirmation
of faith in, and response to, Jesus and receive the
‘Laying on of Hands for Renewal’. This too is done
by the Bishop who prays that the Holy Spirit would
‘rekindle in this one your gifts of grace, renew their life
in Christ and bring to completion all that your calling
has begun.’ (p393 of A New Zealand Prayer Book)
Wayne Thornton

The ‘healing’ city of Pergamum.
Underground chapel in Cappadocia.
Ancient city of Ephesus.

Sabbatical diary
Rome... the ‘eternal city’ an amazing place where one
can wear out a pair of sandals walking with the crowds
in the hot sun to experience the history which is all
around. With the Anglican Centre in Rome as a base
it was possible to visit many key places but perhaps
the most moving was the Basilica of Saint Paul where
the tomb of St Paul was discovered. The evidence
for its authenticity is strong and this church though
admittedly a little off the beaten track, was attracting a
prayerful response from the visitors.
Istanbul... the bustling city of 18 million people
located on both sides of the Bosphorus River, is the
only city in the world to be built on two continents
where East meets West. The Hagia Sophia, now a
museum, served as a church for over 900 years and as
a mosque for nearly 500 years. It is of high importance
in the history of world architecture with its rectangular
base covered by a large dome and two half domes.
How wonderful it would be to see it restored as a
working church witnessing to the gospel of Christ.
Gallipoli had a profound effect on us, with the sea
glistening in the sun and rows of gravestones to the
brave young New Zealand and Australian men who
lost their lives in that grim campaign. We stood before
the New Zealand memorial at Chunuk Bair with tears in
our eyes and whispered a prayerful farewell in our own
native tongue.
As you travel among these amazing historical sites
the words of John come to life before your eyes.
Pergamum (Bergama) ‘where Satan has his throne
(possibly the altar of Zeus), yet you remain true to my
name’ [Rev 2:13]. However, he does accuse the people
of eating food offered to pagan gods and committing
sexual immorality [Rev 2:14] and calls them to repent.
Ephesus is probably the largest Roman ruin in the
world where Paul stayed and witnessed to Christ
for nearly three years before the Silversmith Riot
which forced him to flee [Acts 19:23-41, 20:1]. It was

unbelievable to be standing in the very spot where
Paul had been accused and to see secret Christian
symbols carved in various places on paving stones as
signs of individual house churches that were meeting
in the city. The church in Ephesus is praised in Rev 2:1-3
for its hard work for the gospel and perseverance, but
challenged for forsaking its first love for the Lord and is
warned to repent.
Laodicea located near Pamukkale is under excavation
at the moment and it is claimed that the site will be
even greater than Ephesus. The town of Pamukkale
is built over a long tectonic fault line and thermal
water has formed beautiful descending white terraces
from the calcium carbonate in the water. The letter to
the church in Laodicea uses the image of the water
to chastise the people for their lack of passion and
commitment to living the gospel life. ‘I know your
deeds that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you
were either one or the other! So because you are
lukewarm-neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you
out of my mouth’ [Rev 3:15-16].
Cappadocia was a thriving Christian region in the
first centuries. The action of volcanoes in the area has
created interesting rock formations and underground
cities and monasteries were carved into this rock to
form places of hiding during the Ottoman invasions
in the fifth and sixth centuries. In Goreme it is possible
to see an important monastery centre dating from the
ninth century AD, also beautiful underground churches
dating from the 10th to the 12th century AD.
Turkey was a fascinating and exciting place to
visit and we certainly noticed the change from
temperatures in the mid 30s to 14 degrees in England!
However we are enjoying being based in the beautiful
city of Oxford where Richard is reading and researching
in the Wycliffe library.
Blessings everyone as you brave the winter chills!
Hilary Ellena
The Witness • Page 15

Reflection... family
‘...then choose today whom you will serve... but as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.’
Joshua 24:15
The above scripture is spoken by Joshua as he
farewells the people of Israel after a time of peace and
prosperity. He is warning them to keep God’s covenant
and things will continue to go well for them; and not to
get involved with what others are up to ie: worshiping
false gods.
My ‘Vallance house’ is made up of Bruce (me) and my
beautiful wife Neroli and gorgeous daughters Grace (7)
and Amelia (3).
Neroli and I form the team that shape our family into
being a ‘house that serves the Lord’. What a challenging
scripture we read as we live in the 21st century. What
does it mean to make the choice for your family to
follow Christ?
I believe it comes down to deliberate choices we
make on how we live our lives as individuals and as a
family. Daily we have to make choices on how we bring
up our kids and how we treat each other as a couple. If
we are not careful we can easily react out frustration or
tiredness. Sometimes we don’t think before we speak.
It is a constant battle to be deliberate in how we treat
each other in our family. At times we have to sit down
and work out new strategies on how best to parent our
kids and appreciate each other more.
The best way to teach our kids how to live as
Christians is to model it ourselves. The old saying
‘actions speak louder than words’ is so true. Neroli and
I try to find opportunities to talk about God to our
children in a natural spontaneous way. We also try to
as best as possible model our faith to our children to

teach them it’s natural to pray and worship God and
it’s okay to raise our hands to God if we want to. As a
parent there is nothing like seeing your children grow
in their relationship with God, no matter what their
age.
Joshua challenges the Israelites not to get involved
with the ungodly things that are happening in society
at the time. That is also so true today. One of our
family’s favourite sayings when our kids start acting on
stuff they have seen outside the house is ‘in our family
we do not do that’. In doing this we try to bring godly
principles into how we should all behave as opposed
to what the world teaches us is okay.
I personally have been challenged of late to be
‘deliberate’ in how I parent and to ask God for guidance
on how to be a great dad and husband. It is not easy
in the business of life and it’s easy to lose the focus.
The cool thing is as a new generation we get to teach
our kids how to live as followers of Christ in a new
relevant way. Jesus challenged us in his ministry
about seeing the kingdom being
established here on earth and we
are his witnesses. The family unit,
no matter what shape it takes,
is where it can start by making
deliberate choices to follow him
who gives us life.
Bruce Vallance – Nativity parish

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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