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There is a time for everything and a season for every
activity under heaven…
Ecclesiastes 3:1
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Diocesan focus
the stuff our younger parisioners do
Welcome to the Autumn/Easter Edition of The Witness.
I’ve recently returned from three days at the annual Bishops’ meeting – this time
held in Wellington.
Bishop Justin Duckworth gave us an example on the Monday afternoon of some of the ministries taking place
by young people within that diocese. The young couple, for example, who have taken over Newtown Parish and
who are seeing signs of dramatic community transformation in one of the most depressed parts of the city, as the
parish works actively with people with mental health issues, addiction issues, people living in poverty, people on
the streets and so much more.
This couple live and work in community with other young people who have committed themselves to being in
this place. Their passion for Jesus radiates from them and their servant ministry is tangible. They are not interested
in debating the issues that the Church seems hung up on – they just want to get on with the call to serve. It was
inspirational.
This issue features some of the younger people in our diocese – hearing something of their faith and their
ministry. It really is exciting stuff to witness. We also focus on this year’s Convergence camp – which was the
biggest one yet (and the most representative across the diocese). As I walked into the hall on the first night and
saw it packed with children, youth and young adults – ready to worship, I thought, ‘who was it said that the
Anglican church was old and gray!’
And finally there are brief reflections on Easter – the most profound season in the Church’s calendar, when we
humble ourselves before the One who gave his life so that we might have life. May his life impact yours afresh this
Easter.
With every blessing
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ANZAC / Easter – it’s your move!
ANZAC Day is the day we remember the ‘ultimate
sacrifice’ people made to secure the freedom we enjoy
today, in particular the Australian and NZ soldiers from
WW1. At Easter we remember the ultimate sacrifice
that God made to secure our freedom. If these events
don’t change and shape us then they are meaningless.
You may not have had the chance to speak to
someone about their war experiences; they won’t
normally talk about them – they know you won’t
understand what you haven’t experienced.
As a Christian it is also hard to talk to someone about
the saving power of a relationship with Christ, if they
haven’t experienced it.
During a war you’re forced to think through deep
issues like: What would you die for? What would you
kill for? Can you send people to die for you? You are
forced to find your god.
When you go to war there is a good chance that
you will die for your country – but is that truth? When
bullets start flying you don’t think about your country,
the war, a great cause, or even the battle. If fear has
overtaken you then you aren’t thinking at all, just
reacting. But, if you tell yourself that ‘you are dead
already’ then the fear of death leaves you. You can
again think and maybe even survive.
So what are you fighting for? If it’s not your country,
a cause, or even your life, then what?! You’ve been
placed where you must kill or be killed, so that’s what
you must do – but still the question remains. If you
haven’t been put in this position before then you won’t
know. If you haven’t had to make the personal choice
that will hurt and cost you everything then you won’t
know. I’ve been there.
The answer is always the same, but the question is
wrong – it’s not ‘what’ but ‘who’!
Who would you choose to die for? The ‘who’ will
surprise you. It’s always the person next to you – on
your left or right – just because they would do the
same for you. You may have never met them before
or they may be your best friend, but the answer is the
same. You choose to die for that someone because
they also chose to die for you. War is complicated but

our choices are always simple.
So for me, ANZAC Day is not a commemoration of
war or a cause fought by men who had no choice
whether they lived or died – it’s a celebration of
those among them who overcame fear and made the
ultimate choice for the stranger or friend next to them.
How then will you live your life differently, because of
the sacrifice of these men?
What do we make of Easter? Is it a nice story, a fairy
tale or the truth? Make no mistake; we are in the
middle of a war and the stakes are high. Bigger than
your life here on earth, it’s a battle over your eternal
life and where you spend it. When you have been
through war it’s easy to recognise the same patterns.
The difference though, is that the outcome is already
known – God wins! The question for us is a simple one:
to choose your side and stand firmly on it. It should be
a simple choice surely, if we know which side wins! The
problem is that we all start off standing on the wrong
side.
There was a man, Jesus, who stepped into our war
and onto the battlefield beside us. For him it was very
personal and he chose to be there. When the bullets
started flying he pushed fear aside, because he knew
that he was dead already. He cleared his head to think,
looking to his side he saw you and made the same
choice again. He chose who he would die for and that
who is you.
He chose the cruellest death invented by man, a
slow, agonising death on a cross so that you would
notice and also choose him. He has already won the
war but the battle rages on. Now he waits for us to
get personal, to make a choice that hurts and costs.
He wants us to know that we are dead to this world
already and to choose new life. The choice for Christ
is a simple one, but after that, you need to look to see
who is beside you and make the same choice again
and again – because that’s what Christ did and how he
chose you.
He has already won the war and hopes that we will
win the battle to join him for eternity. Your move!
Shane Downes – Nativity Parish, Blenheim
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The
Transformed Life
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‘Convergence’ camp at Kaiteriteri Beach is an annual
diocesan event not to be missed! Here is an opportunity to
experience fellowship and fun with others from parishes
across the diocese, but even more importantly to grow
in your faith in Christ in order to reach others. In an
atmosphere of trust and openness, Jeremy Fallow and the
band brought us into a place of heartfelt worship which led
into the life-changing teaching that followed.
With our guest speakers this year, Steve Maina CMS and
his wife Watiri, a counsellor and Laidlaw College lecturer,
plus Bishop Richard, we explored the theme of personal
transformation into the likeness of Christ. Does that sound
like a heavy topic for a summer camp experience? I think I
can safely say we were blown away by what we heard and
the relevance of the experiences of ordinary people in the
Gospels to speak into our own lives. Make sure you are at
‘Convergence 2019’. It’s food for the soul and a great time of
sharing and fun with Christians from around our diocese.
Zacchaeus encounters Jesus
‘Familiarity breeds contempt’, this may well be a very
true saying in the light of Matthew 13:58 where the writer
informs us that Jesus did not do many miracles in his
hometown of Nazareth, because of their familiarity with
him and lack of faith. Steve Maina challenged us to think
about whether we have become too familiar with the
grace and love of Jesus, and so lost our sense of wonder,
our excitement and expectancy for what he can do in our
lives as there is always more he wants to do within us and
through us.
Steve brought us the account of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)
a rank outsider, a tax collector for the Romans in his home
town, who went to some length to see Jesus by climbing
a tree (he was a small man). He suggested that Zacchaeus
was a searcher/seeker who although he was probably rich
by using the Roman system to rob his fellow Nazarenes,
would have been left feeling empty inside by his lifestyle.
He was intrigued by this man Jesus and went to quite an
effort to see him, not letting the crowd or his reputation,
stand in his way.
Steve’s challenge to us was: What about You? How
determined are we to seek out Jesus?
As Steve pointed out to us, although Zacchaeus was
searching for Jesus it was really Jesus who was searching
for him and when he spotted Zacchaeus in the tree, Jesus
invited himself to his home. Zacchaeus was delighted and
welcomed Jesus gladly.
Is our response heartfelt to Jesus’ call?
The response of the crowd was not good. Do we respond
with an ‘older brother’ attitude like that of the older brother
in Jesus’ story of the prodigal son?
God’s grace is extravagant and Zacchaeus was freed from
greed to live generously.
Steve challenged us to consider our response. What is the
antidote for complacency?
● Be a seeker – pray for a hunger for more of God in your
life.
● Be a seeker of others – be a hope bringer. Is the life
you are living now your best response to what Jesus
has done for you?
● Be a giver – generously pour out your life for
something of eternal value. Is following Jesus right
now costly for you?

Are you anxious ...about many things?

Watiri Maina used the well-known biblical
account of Martha and Mary in Luke 10:38-42 to
address the problem of anxiety which is rife in
society and many committed Christians struggle
with it too.
It certainly looked as if Martha had a case when
she went to her Lord and grumbled about her
sister Mary during Jesus’ visit to their house. She
seemed overwhelmed by the task of hospitality
but also perhaps she was culturally discontent with
her sister sitting at the Rabbi’s (Jesus’) feet, a place
where women were not found.
Watiri pointed out that Jesus’ response was
intimate gentle and insightful: ‘Martha, Martha...
you are worried and upset about many things, but
few things are needed – or indeed only one...’ He
called her back to herself and himself with love and
endearment ‘Martha, Martha’, wisely defusing her
intense emotions.
Scripture tells us ‘a gentle answer deflects anger,
but harsh words make tempers flare’ Proverbs 15:1.
Watiri assured us that normal anxiety is common
place and all anxiety can be taken to God in
prayer. Then we will experience God’s peace which
exceeds anything we can understand.
Mary’s choice to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen was

courageous considering that other women like her
sister Martha were busy making arrangements for
the meal. Jesus affirmed Mary’s choice, she offered
a different kind of hospitality – she valued his
presence through her action of sitting at his feet
and feeding on his words. She had chosen to eat
the better portion of the food that led to eternal
life. Mary was hungry for Jesus’ words and had
chosen a lot in life that would lead to her becoming
a teller of the good news of Jesus – a teacher of the
gospel.
Watiri gave us three learnings to take away from
this short story in the Bible.
● Be aware of what is going on for you – anxiety,
worry about many things and acknowledge it.
● Courageously go to Jesus through prayer in
your time of need – Psalm 46:1 ‘God is our
refuge and strength, an ever present help in
trouble.’ Hebrews 4:16 ‘Let us then approach
God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help
us in our time of need.’
● Make time like Mary – to rest in his presence
and feast on his word amidst the busyness of
life, and if you are finding it difficult ask God
for the grace to rest at his feet.
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Jesus

ENCOUNTERS
our fears and
doubts

Jeremy Fallow leads the worship team.
The wonder and glory of the resurrection overcomes
our fears. John 20:19-23
Steve’s last talk dealt with the fear and doubt the
disciples experienced locked away in the upper room.
Jesus appeared miraculously to them saying, ‘Peace
be with you’. Jesus’ peace is the gift of God’s kingdom
that the world so desperately needs. He commissioned
them with the words ‘...As the Father has sent me, so I
am sending you’. The word sent is used in John’s gospel
40 times. We are a sent people equipped by the Holy
Spirit as Jesus equipped his disciples.
Steve spoke of the unhelpful dichotomy between
mission here and mission there. Our Mission is a
lifestyle of service and a life of commitment. We are
called to live as sent people not necessarily to go
somewhere.
If we are afraid to step out he will help us to
overcome our fears and become disciple-makers for
him.
The evidence of the resurrection shatters our doubts.
John 20:24-31
Steve told us that living in a Post Christian Western
Society can make one lose confidence or even
doubt whether the gospel is able to transform lives,
communities and nations in the West. We may ask,
where do doubts come from? He explained that doubt
can come from not having all the information we
need, or because life can be painful. Doubt is real and
often we may find ourselves considering how Thomas
acted after the death of Jesus. He is often spoken of
as ‘Doubting Thomas’ but if we examine scripture
carefully we find that this is far from the truth.
In John 11 after the death of Lazarus, when Jesus
decides to go back to Bethany, his disciples remind
him that it would be dangerous. Jesus decides to go
anyway and Thomas speaks up and says, ‘Let us go also
that we may die with him’. John 11:16. This is hardly the
action of a chronic doubter. This is courageous faith.
Thomas is honest as he exclaims after Jesus’ words to
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his disciples, ‘I am going to prepare a place for you’
John 14:1-5. ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going,
so how can we know the way?’
So Steve asks, ‘Why does Thomas doubt after the
resurrection?’
It could just be ignorance: ‘I wasn’t there with the
others, I didn’t see so I don’t believe it yet’. Maybe he
just believed that people stay dead, or perhaps it was
spiritual disappointment after Jesus’ death, so maybe
he was protecting himself. A week later Jesus appears
and singles him out to come and see the marks of the
crucifixion and Thomas responds with those incredible
words of praise and confession, ‘My Lord and my God’
John 20:28
What follows then is a gift from God to us in our day.
‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed’
John 20:29. We have the eye witness testimony of John
in his gospel.
The evidence of the resurrection shatters our doubts!
Don’t let doubt stop you from doing what God is
inviting you into!

Guest speakers Watiri and Steve Maina.

Courtnay Wilson
Courtnay – being a vessel of God’s shalom
I’m a ‘Canuck’, born and raised in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada.
After graduating from McMaster University with an
undergraduate degree in History and Political Science,
and a Masters in Theological Studies, I moved to Japan
where I taught English in a public high school for three
years.
After Japan, I moved to Belize to work for Creation
Care Study Program (CCSP). CCSP is a tertiary study
abroad program based in two locations: Belize and
New Zealand. Our mission is ‘to educate students to
be part of, and agents for, God’s shalom, especially
through understanding and caring for creation’.
Students take courses in theology, ecology,
sustainable community development, environmental
literature and Te Reo Maori. This interdisciplinary
course of study is designed to help students cultivate
an ‘earthy’ faith – a faith that hopes for and works for
the redemption of all creation rather than a faith that
seeks to ‘pluck survivors from a sinking ship’.
Students and staff live in community together,
sharing meals, sharing chores, and sharing stories and
laughter. The residential component of the programme

helps students and staff to develop new habits like
gardening, composting, recycling and walking or
biking instead of driving. We also attempt to teach
each other skills that our parents and grandparents
often took for granted but are quickly being lost... skills
that are indispensable to building resilience.
In 2008 Courtnay left Belize to join the CCSP Kaikoura
team as Programme Director. She has fallen in love
with Kaikoura; with both its people and its natural
beauty. Courtnay has been involved as a Trustee for
the Hutton’s Shearwater Charitable Trust and with the
Kaikoura Ocean Research Institute.
In her free time, she enjoys communing with the
acrobatic Dusky dolphins from the comfort of her
kayak or paddle board. She also enjoys tramping,
reading, and strong coffee (with some chocolate on
the side).
Courtnay Wilson is employed for 10 hours a week
as a member of the leadership team at St Peter’s
Parish, Kaikoura where she preaches and carries out
pastoral duties. Courtnay is also nearing the end of her
discernment process for ordination in the Diocese of
Nelson.

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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Hands and Feet
Meet Matt: Initiator of the Vege Stall, Tahunanui’s
source of fresh and local produce
AS TOLD TO 1:1 CREATIVE

I was a young fellow who had been kicked out
of university, so I came back heavily in debt and
in a bit of trouble. I was walking down a country
road one day and said to God, “You fix it, I’m yours.”
It was amazing: within a week my problems were
fixed. It was incredible. So I went to church.
Once I became a Christian, I did youth work
training and starting working at St Stephens, and
when that finished I sort of just stayed on. I fell in
love with the community and I really just wanted
to serve. I did Bible in Schools, Oscar programmes
and youth work. I did horticulture work so that my
time was more available to serve and I guess I got
the skills to eventually start the Vege Stall.
We started the Vege Stall as a way of sharing
our faith with the community. Faith in action. My
role is to oversee the Vege Stall and greenhouse.
The role of the stall itself is to link the church to
the community and community to the church. It
raises our profile as a church and serves to meet
a need in the community: good food, fresh food,
affordable food. Ninety percent of our produce
is local and we work pretty hard to grow a wide
variety of product so it’s fresh.
For me personally, it’s been a huge test of
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stepping out in faith and surviving on what God
has given us. Financially, it’s been a huge stretch.
The fact that we haven’t been in need in five
years, despite money being very tight has been a
big lesson of reliance on God. We’ve never gone
hungry, and always paid our bills. The stall is out
of the box. Not everyone understands a vegetable
stall that is run out of a church – it’s a business but
it’s also a ministry. The Vege Stall is designed to
use minimal church resources but provides fruit
and vegetables to the church and a pathway for
people into the church. There have been huge
challenges. Sometimes it gets you down a bit, but
it’s been a valuable lesson on relying on God and
knowing that he’s in control. It’s been five years
now and we are still going. It’s exciting.

“If it’s not building his
Kingdom, it’s building
your own kingdom.”

For me the most exciting part of the stall is
seeing people come, talking with them, relating
with them and then seeing them in church. We’ve
seen a big flow of people into church. I often
say at one stage a third of our church had come
directly or indirectly through the stall. If I don’t see
that happening, I get a bit despondent.
I don’t think that business and faith can be
separated. If you think about it, everything you
have been given is to build God’s Kingdom. If
it’s not building his Kingdom, it’s building your
own kingdom. I used to struggle with that whole
concept of the money changers in the temple –
are we just doing that? Making money? Except
we never made any money. I know we have been
accused of that, but I don’t think we are. We are
not putting obstacles in the way of people; we are
a pathway to God’s temple.
When we were starting the stall there was a big
process of events that God put in place and it
just suddenly happened. Skills I acquired, people
I met... then boom – we had a stall. Then I was
thinking and planning for a greenhouse. I thought

we should be growing stuff to make it cheaper,
but it costs a lot of money to set that up. Then all
at once God brought about the changes needed.
Suddenly, all these contacts came out of the
woodwork and someone shut their greenhouse
down so there was equipment available. It took
the church a while to catch up.
Christians should be known by their love one for
another. We have this amazing resource: growing
our own produce. We could be doing so much
more – training for employment, feeding people,
even getting into bottling or canning. There are
too many things to think about for the future! I
don’t see us limited to just a greenhouse and a
vege stall. The scope is huge.
My biggest lesson is to trust in God. Let God
lead and follow his will. He’ll make it happen.
Have a dream. It was like God was going ahead of
us, creating it himself. So just trust God, believe,
dream and want to grow his Kingdom.
For Matt’s whole interview, search 1:1 Creative on YouTube
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Introducing
Jude Saxon
Youth and
Internship Enabler
Jude was born in Greymouth, lived in Wellington
and finished his primary and secondary education
in Nelson. A serous car accident at the age of 15 (he
was helicoptered to Wellington Hospital) was a wakeup call for him as he realised he knew about God
(growing up in a Pentecostal home) but didn’t have a
relationship.
At the end of secondary school he went to Sydney for
two years where he completed a Diploma in Ministry
and Theology at ‘C3’. This is an accredited college for
teaching in Christian theology, leadership and ministry.
It is for those looking to grow in their knowledge of
the Bible, ministry experience and in the skills and
character needed to live the Christian life.
During this time, he came alive in the Spirit. Jude
returned to Nelson and wanted to work as a youth
pastor but there was no position available, so he spent
some time as a marine painter and then attended
Nelson/Marlborough Institute of Technology, studying
Business and Commerce for two years full-time and
another two years part time. He secured a position as
youth pastor for 20 hours a week at Richmond New life
in 2009.
Jude and Megan (a primary teacher) married in
2010 and they have two children, Vincent and Hans.
From 2012-13 Jude worked with ‘24/7’ which is a trust
relationship between a local school and a local church
in the context of the community working together,
being there for young people across New Zealand. He
was at Waimea College but resigned at the beginning
of 2014 to work full-time in the church.
Jude’s focus is leadership development and
discipleship. He worked to build up a youth group
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through evangelism rather than transferred growth
and experienced a period of both growth and decline
as he transitioned. The transition was to challenge
current youth culture and emphasise community or
‘family’. There was a heavy emphasis on youth worship
with the development of a band, and teaching and
preaching. A sign of their success was the story of
Jimmy who came as a seeker, lived with Jude and
Megan as he was discipled and has now stepped up
into the youth pastor’s role as Jude begins his new role
with the diocese.
It was when he was in Sydney that Jude picked up a
camera and in 2012 started photographing weddings
for friends, before setting up in business in 2013. Now
he photographs between 12 and 20 weddings over
each summer period across New Zealand. However,
due to his new role with the diocese he will be
significantly reducing this number.
Jude’s full-time position is in two parts: Diocesan
Youth Enabler, and Bishopdale College Intern
Co-ordinator. In his Youth Enabler position he
will walk beside and encourage youth workers,
knowing how lonely it can be and how easily one
can get discouraged. In particular his interest is the
‘’contextualisation of the gospel for modern youth
culture’ and to equip leaders through leadership
training, events and camps.
During 2018 some funding has been granted to the
Nelson, Marlborough and Mawhera Deaneries to aide
local youth initiatives. Part of Jude’s role will be to
work with the deaneries to support and evaluate the
effective use of this funding.
At BTC, like all leaders, he is to promote the mission
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of the Church. As the Intern Co-ordinator his role is
to facilitate relationships between BTC and other
churches – between students/interns/mentors and
supervisors. He tutors the internship papers and at
the same time is working to complete his Graduate
Diploma in Theology and to this end he will be
undertaking the Clinical Pastoral Education course
shortly.
Jude has a vision for ‘unity’ and his passion is to
strengthen relationships within the diocese and
across the churches. He comes to this position with

well-established and trusted relationships in the
region which will greatly aid him in this new position.
Having started in November, he attended a conference
in Australia with Graham O’Brien and has already
been round most of the diocese to make contact
and introduce himself, and he has already fitted well
into the Bishop’s Ministry Team. We are excited at his
appointment and look forward to working with him.
Jude will work from both BTC and the Anglican
Centre. He can be contacted by email (Jude@
bishhopdale.ac.nz) or phone 027 623 8746.

Missionaries in our own backyard
Our parish is a keen supporter of overseas missions
with over 10% of our income going to missions.
Our parish is committed to building community
with over 75% of the congregation belonging to a
small group for fellowship, bible study and pastoral
care.
Our parish is not so good at being missionaries to
our own local community.
Yes, we run Alpha every year and every year people
come to faith in the Lord Jesus and many have their
faith strengthened. But a number of us have begun to
ponder how we can more intentionally and effectively
reach into our local community with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
A few years ago, I was introduced to the concept of
Missional Communities. In 2016 I had the opportunity
to study several models and to visit a variety of
churches in the USA and UK that were using this
vehicle to reach into their local neighbourhoods.
Each model has its own unique definition though
the essence is the same. Todd Engstrom of The
Austin Stone Community Church defines a missional
community as, “A community of Christians, on
mission with God, in obedience to the Holy Spirit,
who demonstrate the gospel tangibly and declare the
gospel creatively to a pocket of people.”
Missional communities are quite different than the
small groups/cell groups/home groups with which we
are familiar. Traditional small groups regularly gather
for the purpose of support and learning. A missional
community does this, too, but also regularly engages
(as a group) with those who do not yet know Jesus.
Missional communities are not about putting on
big special events but building relationships through
the everyday rhythms of life (eating, listening, storytelling, celebrating/suffering, relaxing/working,
blessing) that provide opportunities to show by
word and deed what the Gospel is to a specific
neighbourhood or network of people. A missional
community has at its heart the Great Commission –
disciples making disciples.

Transitioning from small groups to missional
communities requires a massive paradigm shift as
members learn how to think and act like missionaries
in their very own backyard.
Here in Greymouth we have a guinea pig group of
seven people who are beginning to explore what this
might look like for us. We are one year into a twoyear training program in one of the models known
as 3DM to get us started in this transition though
we will be using principles from several models to
develop practices that will work for us. I anticipate
that this process of transitioning from being a
church of predominantly small groups to a church
of predominantly missional communities will take
about 10 years. Ask me in a couple of years how we
are doing.
A good place to start your own thinking about
this way of being church is vergenetwork.org.
This website will introduce you to articles, videos,
books, and courses that include most of the names
and models linked with the Missional Community
Movement. From there you can begin to dig deeper.
The most important thing to remember as you
explore is that what works in Sheffield, Seattle, Austin,
or wherever, might not work in your patch.
The mission of God is always the same. The
principles of being a missionary don’t change. The
Gospel message is
constant. But, the
specific practices
of each missional
community will be
unique to its context,
the pocket of people
God has called that
community to engage.
Trust the Lord to show
you the way.
Marge Tefft – Vicar,
Anglican Parish of
Greymouth and
Kumara
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A baby stowed amongst the reeds
An infant lies where cattle feed
In Egypt, they must hidden be
Cruel kings, to take their lives, will seek
So fragile are salvation’s seeds
Both to life from water drawn
Both to lead and free the poor
They know deliverance through the Lamb
The Desert’s Flame, The Word: “I Am”
Prince of Egypt, one will be
Royal Prince, turned refugee
Through the Sea of Reeds he leads
So fragile are salvation’s seeds
As fiery pillar guides by night
His face bright shines with holy light
He holds the Promised Land in sight
A covenant made, to set all right
Water strikes he, from a rock
Lifts serpent staff, to heal his flock
Prince of Egypt, he precedes
Another child, the Prince of Peace,
Incarnate, born in poverty
So fragile are salvation’s seeds
The wilderness, both Princes brave
One forty years, one forty days
One on desert manna dines
The other, Wedding Feast provides
He heals the sick, the poor he feeds
Loves outcasts, children, all in need
Inverted Kingdom, he bequeaths
Where Kings do serve and Servants lead
So humble are salvation’s seeds
The face of God, the one True Light
He holds God’s Kingdom within sight
A covenant wrought, to set all right
The Lamb of God comes not in might
And dies, to rise and give us Life
A Treasure hidden in a field
That roots in soil, good fruit to yield
He teaches all who will believe
A tiny core can birth great Trees
So potent are salvation’s seeds
Jenny Patterson – Librarian, Bishopdale College
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God’s Heart (and ours) for the world
It is a thoughtful idiom that ‘Mission is not necessarily
about crossing the seas, but it is about seeing the
cross’. We all have a part to play, but encouraging,
praying and supporting those who do cross the
sea is vital. From our New Zealand scene it is also
encouraging for us to see what God is doing in other
parts of the world.
In our Anglican church, NZ CMS has around 35
mission partners working in the Pacific to Asia, Africa,
Middle East and Europe. About half of them work in
fairly sensitive areas so limited information can be
published.
In Papua New Guinea Margaret Poynton gives
assistance to the Archbishop as well as having
interaction with local people. Féy Cotter from Nelson
uses her administrative skills as a team leader in
Albania and husband Murray is involved in church
planting, teaching and encouraging local believers.
Nelson has a ‘companion diocese’ relationship with
Malaita in the Solomons and this is where Jonathan
and Tess Hicks and their large family are working in
theological education and seeing God at work in the
lives of students and their families. In another part
of the Pacific Dawn Daunauda, formerly vicar of the
Awatere, has just begun a year’s short term mission,
teaching English at a Theological Institute in Vanuatu.
Exciting reads are the blogs from Dr Nick and Tessa
Laing in Uganda, where they work with the locals to
deal with justice and social issues such as the sale of
alcohol in small sachets to adults and children. Nick
has opened health clinics in remote areas and with the
dedication of local nurses, most are sustainable and
able to continue. If you know where Togo is, Miriam
Tilman runs a pharmacy there.

Murray & Féy Cotter in Albania.

The needs are huge and the hospital cares for
hundreds each day, but endeavours to make sure
patients and their families are offered the chance to
learn more about the loving God who motivates the
project. Two other couples are involved in theological
and university education in Tanzania.
Human trafficking prevention, helping rehabilitate
women rescued from sex slavery and other community
work is undertaken in various parts of Asia. Anne
and Anthony McCormick do social work and patient
recovery in a Cambodian hospital and Dianne Bayley
has worked in children’s ministry in the Philippines for
many years.
In South Asia Liz is an education consultant and
involved in student hostels where young people
receive valuable spiritual and life training. Others in
this country use their creative and administrative
talents in community work. A new family preparing for
ministry in Costa Rica with NZ CMS and SAMS are the
Millars. Mission work is costly in many ways and sadly
last year a mission partner from Nelson died suddenly
after contracting a deadly fever – his legacy remains.
As well as those under the CMS family banner, there
are those from our parishes who are independent
or primarily connected to another mission. It is also
acknowledged that there is much mission giving round
the diocese other than to Anglican Missions, but the
following graph gives an idea of how we are tracking
and this money is essential to the ongoing work of NZ
CMS.
Pam Neal - Nativity Parish Blenheim
For further information refer to www.nzcms.org.nz or
www.angmissions.org.nz.

Jonathan and Tess Hicks and family in the Solomon
Islands
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Beginning Small

Rev JP Kempthorne, Rev TS Grace and Bishop Suter.

The early days of Bishopdale Theological College,
Nelson.
One-time lecturer at Laidlaw College John
Meadowcroft makes a poignant remark in the book
Harvest of Grace, a history of this diocese. Writing of
former students of Bishopdale College who went on to
be leaders in the church he says, ‘They (the students)
encourage us to think that a movement that continues
to look to the rock from which it is hewn (Jesus) and
does not capitulate to its contemporary culture, may
have a significant influence, though it necessarily
begins small.’
All these things could be said of the current
college. It looks to Jesus, it tries not to submit to the
surrounding culture (although it must feel high and
dry at times), it hopes to train men and women of
influence, and undoubtedly, it has begun small.
The first college certainly began small, in 1869, with
just three students, Richard Gaskin, John Kempthorne,
and Thomas Grace Jnr, all men, with interesting
backgrounds and ministries.
The name Richard Gaskin still churns my heart up a
little. He trained under Bishop Suter and was sent to
Collingwood as vicar in 1872. Just nine months into
his ministry he drowned crossing the Aorere River. The
locals found his body after several days of searching
and his loss was deeply felt.
As Dr Dakers wrote to Bishop Suter, ‘He must have
been drowned by swimming across the Aorere River
at the point behind the Green Tree within cooee of his
own home, and with the lights of his own windows
visible to him when he entered the river.’
How sad is that? His young wife of less than two
years was assisted financially by the church. She moved
away and was later a supporter of the building in 1914
of the Cobden church.
Gaskin’s body was laid to rest in the very hard ground
of the first Collingwood cemetery in Orion St, where
sadly other drowning victims were buried.
Grace and Kempthorne were friends from their time
at Auckland Grammar School and went to Nelson to,
The Witness • Page 14

so to speak, sit at the feet of Bishop Suter to imbibe his
evangelical theology. They were both ordained in 1873
in London by the Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Tait,
who had appointed Suter to Nelson.
Kempthorne, a student from 1869-1873 and then
a tutor for three years, began his parish ministry in
Reefton in 1879, where it rained almost continuously
for the first seven months, with only 11 fine days! When
he was vicar of Greymouth the church was destroyed
by a tornado.
Kempthorne later spent 31 years as Rector of
Nelson Cathedral and it was in his time that English
missionaries Rev George Grubb and Eugene Stock
visited and encouraged the formation of the Church
Missionary Association (later CMS). Kempthorne played
a leading role in the governing of New Zealand CMS.
Thomas Grace Jnr as vicar of Blenheim joined with
Kempthorne in promoting the mission visits of Grubb
and Stock. Grace was the son of Thomas Grace the
missionary to Maori in the Bay of Plenty area. The
senior Grace was an outspoken critic of the purchase
of Maori land by other missionaries and white settlers.
The son became an advocate and pastor to Maori
communities in the Marlborough Sounds, Nelson and
Golden Bay during his 34 years of ministry in Blenheim.
Grace, also a tutor at Bishopdale College, was said
to have ‘had the gift, like his master and friend Bishop
Suter, of gathering men around him, many of whom
found their way into the ministry of the church.’
To what degree did these students of Bishopdale
fulfil Suter’s primary expectation of them- to explain
the meaning of the scriptures to their congregations,
as Jesus did on the road to Emmaus? From what we
know of Bishop Suter, they would have been taught
the scriptures in their original languages and taught to
preach the Word of God boldly, as Suter did. Certainly
their various ministries suggest they were intent on
going and making disciples and serving the Master
until their dying days.
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay Parish

Health and Safety
within the Diocese
With the year now well underway, our attention turns
with gratitude to all those in our parishes working to
ensure that our churches are safe places for us all. The
legal requirements to ensure safety keep on coming,
the latest being a requirement for all parishes to
undertake a stocktake of asbestos in their buildings
and to have in place a plan to manage any associated
risks. Vestries have been advised and we look forward
to receiving updates from them in the next few
months.
Our diocesan Standards and Safety Advisor, Karen
Jordan, has been meeting with vestry members to
increase awareness of our health and safety obligations
under the law. The response to her visits has been
positive and we are delighted with the example
vestries are setting of ‘leading from the top’ on these
matters.

The year will be a busy one for Karen and her team
of parish safety advocates. Top priority will be the
development of a standardised approach to risk
assessment, which will be of particular interest to
those parishes less confident about conducting such
assessments. A system for disseminating lessons
learned from incidents back to other parishes is also
planned.
The need for safe ministry continues to be of prime
importance and planning is underway to improve
the accessibility of SafeHere training throughout
the diocese, including DVD training customised
for our use. We continue to look at ways of making
the SafeHere system easier to use and to improve
reporting. To this end we welcome Claire Savage
part-time onto the Anglican Centre staff to help with
SafeHere administration and identify training needs.
Annie Fraser – Diocesan Executive Secretary
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Reflection
Journey to the Cross

Cross on the hill, Reefton.
This year for many of us in Reefton the journey
through Lent has taken on extra significance, as
we mark the 50th anniversary of the placement of
our ‘Cross on the Hill’. This took many months of
planning and preparation, and hours of voluntary
labour, by the churches and wider community. It
was completed just in time for Easter 1968, with a
helicopter lifting the cross on-site on March 23.
So as we have been looking forward to Easter
2018 we have also been looking back to Easter 1968
and the way in which the community was prepared
to make a public stand for Christ and the Cross. I
wonder would the same happen in today’s climate of
secularism.
Just as the community planned and prepared in
1968, so we follow in Jesus’ footsteps by planning
and preparing our hearts for Easter 2018. When
I consider Jesus’ life and ministry here on this
earth one thing stands out for me, and that is the
amount of time he spent in preparation! Daily
prayer time (sometimes perhaps praying right
through the night), 40 days and nights spent alone
in the wilderness, and doing his best to prepare his
disciples for the events which were to change their
world (and ours) forever! In Matthew 16:21 we read
‘From that time on Jesus began to explain to his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to life’.
Jesus makes further direct references to his death
in Matthew 17:22 & 23; 20:18-19; 26:2; and through
parable in chapter 21. And this is only the Gospel
of Matthew. All four of the Gospels contain Jesus’

prophetic words concerning his death. We are left
then with no option other than to believe that
the events of that first Easter were no coincidental
chance. All had been planned and prepared for well
in advance.
Luke writes in his Gospel (22:15) ‘And he said to
them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer”.’ The name the church gives
to the day – Maundy Thursday – comes from the
Latin ‘mandatum’ meaning ‘commandment’ – John
13:34b ‘Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you
should love each other. Your love for one another will
prove to the world that you are my disciples’.
These 12 were not just his disciples they were
his close friends, the ones with whom he shared a
special bond as evidenced in John’s Gospel by his
washing their feet. Here Jesus is actively portraying
the extent of his love for his disciples even the one
he knew would betray him, by humbly taking on
the role of a servant. ‘No... you shall never wash my
feet!’ (John 13:8). This is Peter’s pride speaking and
I’m sure the others felt the same, but it always seems
to be Peter who gives voice to his feelings. The act
of washing one another’s feet is humbling both in
giving and receiving.
As we journey on towards the Cross of Easter let
us be aware not only of the preparation we need
to make but the preparation of all those who have
passed this way before ever since that first Easter,
ridding ourselves of all pride so that we too may
humbly accept Christ’s eternal love for us and reflect
that love into our communities.
Di Griffin – Vicar, Reefton and Grey Valley Parish
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