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New Life
New Hope
...New Wine

Starting a new year
This is the first Witness for 2012 and Hilary’s fourth year
as Editor. I am deeply appreciative of her commitment to
this and grateful for the result. She has been delighted at
the willing response of people to write or be interviewed
and really appreciates the support in the planning and
editing of the magazine.
This year has begun with Festivals! Members of the
diocese could be found at the New Wine camps at Kaiapoi
and Waikanae. ‘Nelsonians’, ‘Marlburians’ and ‘Coasters’
were floating amongst the huge crowd at Parachute. And
then there was our own Resurgence Festival. All of these
generated an excitement and anticipation as we moved
into a New Year.
It is also a year that begins a new chapter in the life
of Bishopdale Theological College with Rev Dr Andrew
Burgess as the Dean. Andrew shares something of his
vision in this edition. It is also the liturgical season of Lent
and so we reflect on something of the journey to Easter
– particularly one person’s journey through dark times
while holding on to the light of hope.
With every blessing
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●●Young Leader Project on March 29 at St
Barnabas, Stoke. Support and resourcing
time for young leaders.
●●EQUIP – March 31 for Nelson/Waimea; May 5
for Mawhera.
●●Easter – April 6-8
●●Clergy Conference at Lake Rotoiti April 1618, with guest speaker, Bishop Peter Brain
(Bishop of Armidale, NSW) author of ‘Going
the Distance’ – focusing on well being in
ministry, maintaining good relationships,
self-management.
●●Band Camp 2 – April 20-21 Overnight
camp at Aldourie for aspiring young muso
worshippers or worship band members.
Hosted by Youth Unit and City of Light.
●●School of Preaching with Rob Harley – May
19 in the All Saints foyer.
●●SYNOD 2012 – St Thomas’ Motueka – June
21-23

Resurgence: New Life
It was pitched to the under 40s – we’re both 39 so we
figured we’d better go this year! We packed up our four
kids (aged 12, 10, 5, and 4) and headed over the hill to
the Resurgence festival, full of anticipation for a fun
family weekend and a time of being renewed in the
Holy Spirit.
We’re thrilled to say we were not disappointed! The
children had a fabulous time at their programmes in
the morning and thoroughly enjoyed themselves in
the afternoon on the bouncy castles and computer
games. They hardly ate at lunchtime they were so
keen to get back to all the fun! It was wonderful for
us to know they were safe, nearby and having fun,
as this knowledge allowed the two of us to relax and
enjoy our time together and soak in the sessions we
attended undistracted.
The main speaker, Mike Pilavachi from Soul Survivor
UK, was brilliant. He had us laughing so hard as
he humorously shared his ‘embarrassing’ learning
experiences and then he’d sock you with the point he
wanted to make. His teaching was excellent, biblical
and practical. He taught us how to pray for each other,
wait and watch, and recognise the signs that the Holy
Spirit is working. Then he got us all doing it and it
was fascinating. In another session he taught us the
purpose of prophecy in the church, gave us some very
clear guidelines, then had us practice prophesying to
three volunteers.

It was such
an encouraging
experience for
us all.
These practical
parts of the
sessions made
participating in the work of the Holy Spirit accessible
to everyone and so easy to take home to our churches
and begin doing. We not only learnt a lot ourselves,
but we also had the benefit of watching nearby
teenagers, who had been ‘forced’ to come to a session,
change from being sullen at the beginning to rolling
with laughter and leaving being pretty tickled pink
with being involved – a pattern repeated in our own
12-year-old on the Sunday morning upon hearing
Mike’s message on the love of God.
There were of course other workshops available.
We attended two David Riddell workshops together
and came away with a lot to think about and work on.
Others enjoyed the freedom of hanging out in ‘the
hub’, drinking coffee and catching up with friends from
around the diocese, one of the special things about a
diocesan festival that we also enjoyed.
We want to thank the Bishop and the Resurgence
team for all the work they put in to making this
weekend so family friendly and fantastic. From the
children’s programmes to the meals, excellent music
and art, wonderful speakers and
the freedom and space to hang out
and catch up with friends. We lacked
nothing and filled up with enthusiasm
to go home to our church with eyes
opened to see what our Father is
doing, and where he might allow us to
participate in the work of his Holy Spirit.
And finally, we want to say, don’t let
the age factor stop you attending this
festival next time – there were heaps
of people present who were aged over
40 but clearly feel under 40 and they
thoroughly enjoyed themselves too!
We’ll be there next year – will you?
Mark and Stephanie Ham – Nativity
Parish, Blenheim

Catching up with friends.
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Resurgence = out-flowing... life-giving... depth
If you’ve ever leapt into the Riwaka resurgence
you’ll also know it means refreshingly cold with that
shocking moment of impact that makes you feel totally
alive.
Festival = Fun, activity, music, vibrancy, colour,
laughter, relaxation, friendship.
Two years ago I was invited by the Bishop to be a
part of a team to create a diocesan festival, catering
primarily for those under 40. The brief was that it
would be a time of celebration and encouragement
that would then inspire younger people to return
to their parishes re-invigorated with passion for the
Gospel and Christ’s mission in our world.
Part of my dream was to see people from throughout
our diocese share how they did ministry to the
under-40s… a vision picked up by Susie Schruer our
diocesan Children’s Ministry Facilitator, which became
the basis for how we designed the ‘children’s zone’ at
Resurgence, set outside in two marquees. We were
privileged to witness first-hand the passion and skill of
children’s workers from across the diocese as they led
the hour-long morning sessions of their programmes.
What diversity there was and a huge thank you to all
of the people who participated over the course of the
day.
During the lunch-break, structure gave way to stiltwalkers, bouncy castles and face-painting. It was great
to see parents, families, youth and others interacting in
the carnival atmosphere – even challenging each other
to races through the bouncy obstacle course, sumo
wrestling or bouncy boxing. Across the road, a war of
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paintballs was going on – leaving more than just a few
bruises as long-term reminders of an amazing day. At
the same time, sitting under the trees with a coffee
from the café cart, conversation was had and learning
shared about the many forms ministry to children,
families and others under 40 can take.
All in all, after two years in the making it was amazing
to see Resurgence finally happening, and now to read
the testimonies of those who attended. Testimonies
from across the age groups that speak of being
revitalised, re-energised, and also of new friendships,
great fun and a fantastic day of celebration.
Rev Jude Benton

Parachute 2012
‘Parachute... that word now makes me think of
amazing music, awesome speakers, great people
and a whole lot of fun. Parachute was an AMAZING
experience that I will never forget’ Hannah Law (16)
In the last weekend of January each year, Parachute
Festival occurs in Hamilton. This year Ravi and I took
a group from the Nativity Youth Community along. It
was a year-long plan, with much fundraising, helped
by supportive and generous church parishioners who
were keen to see our youth get to Parachute.
Thursday we set off. The car was groaning with gear,
but youth are so much fun to be around. The long road
trip was a highlight for Keegan Lane (15) who said, “I
really enjoyed the road trip up to Parachute, staying
with youth groups from Greymouth and Alexandra, in
Waikanae. We laughed all the way to Parachute and
back; the road trip was funny.”
Arriving at Parachute the weather was magic and
we pitched our tents within the area for the Anglican
super-group. It was great to see familiar faces from
other parishes, including Zane Elliot and Peter Minson.
Saturday the group moved around, catching up with
youth from other groups and choosing from a range
of seminars and bands. Each person had a different
highlight – for Aileen Wrobbel (16) “My favourite
speaker was Darlene Zschech. She talked about God
always being there, and that we can handle anything
just because he gives us the strength to do that. That
touched me because at the moment being so far away
from home as a German exchange student is not too
easy.”
Whereas, a favourite for Brayden
Jennison (15) was “The dance crew
Limit Break. With their signature
dancing act (acting out the sounds
of the music) they combined humour
and originality into one thing.”
Meanwhile Ravi and I went to the
over 40s tea party!
The morning services on the main
stage were a great way to start each
day together. The Parachute Band
sang in full Waikato sun, with 20,000
people having communion together
which was a real experience of unity.

“I’ve never seen anything like that before. Thousands
and thousands of people crowded in front of the stage
– worshipping, singing, dancing. Parachute was an
incredible experience!” (Aileen).
As a youth group we went to hear ‘Girls love the skin
you’re in’ and ‘Boys about relationships’. These both
had four people on a panel talking and answering
questions. It was very enlightening for our youth
group. The boys’ comment was that they were
surprised by the peer pressure for girls to look perfect!
On the Sunday we sent the youth to find a mission
that spoke to their heart from over 30 different causes.
For Sue-Anna McGill (16) the mission that touched her
heart most was World Vision and their aim to get 450
more child sponsors, which inspired her to think about
how the Nativity youth group could contribute to this
important mission.
The last evening with the band ‘Casting Crowns’ was
goosebump material; with 20,000 people praising God
outside under the full moon.
It was a real pleasure to take the youth to Parachute.
Consider taking a team from your parish or combining
with others, next January. What a way to experience
God’s kingdom, for young people.
Jo Lane – Nativity Youth Community Facilitator,
Blenheim
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New hands on the BTC reins
The Dean of Bishopdale Theological College – Rev Dr Andrew Burgess reflects on his new role.

What are the diﬀerences in leading a theological college
compared with leading a parish?
In making the transition from the parish to the
college, and praying, I realised that the vision for
parish ministry and for the college are actually the
same. I have a vision for faithful, engaged, genuine
discipleship, and for missional church. That vision
informed leading a parish and now informs leading
the college. Of course the setting is not a parish, but it
has a key secondary role enabling the education and
raising up of many differing kinds of leaders to enable
the church to faithfully serve God’s mission.
How is ministry training today diﬀerent from previous
generations?
It’s not just about changing times or trends within
society. There is a strong emphasis in the college on
people going deeper in their faith and therefore being
equipped by God to become leaders who are highly
attuned to God’s mission in the world. Such people are
better able to lead and enable in youth ministry, parish

Andrew Burgess receives his licence from Bishop Richard.
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ministry, a new expression of church, or whatever it
may be. The church today is under great pressure, but
it is a time of tremendous opportunity. We are on the
fringes, and are seen to be rather odd and out of touch
with our secular society, but in some ways we are
blessed in this: I think we may have a clearer view of
the gospel.
The college is trying to engage in this situation
saying, ‘here are the scriptures, let’s understand
God and God’s ways, and here are lots of tools and
resources for doing church in the world today’.
Where does Anglican formation fit in a college
composed of students from many denominations?
We now have a Graduate Diploma in Anglican
Formation, which is exciting. As Anglicans we have a
rich resource of history. So we can see the Reformation
work of translation from a Latin Liturgy to a liturgy
in the English language that involved people. A
tremendous amount of energy was poured into retraining clergy, reshaping the whole notion of what it

was to be a presbyter or priest and to lead a parish, and
this was a highly missional process, as is ‘doing’ church
today. An example of our Anglican formation is asking
‘what was in the DNA of the Anglican church then that
is useful for us today?’ The fact that the college has
students from many backgrounds actually strengthens
this, because we are challenged to see the Spirit
in other people’s service of God and to grow. NonAnglican students are blessed too in engaging with the
strengths of our tradition.
How do we attract younger people into theological
training?
The question of raising up younger Christian leaders
involves much more than having a college that
appeals to younger people. At BTC we are definitely
eager to connect with younger people and we are
watching trends in education and working out how
to use new resources well – I think we are quite good
at that. A bigger question is ‘where are our younger
leaders coming from?’ and we are trying to assess this
as a Diocese. BTC is part of a toolkit not a ‘fix it all’ for
finding and training young leaders.
But we have seen that the college allows young
people to remain in this locality and to stay engaged
in the ministry they have. The college has the flexibility
to allow people to work at their own pace, maybe
fulltime, or choosing to do a paper or two a year – and
this can be really good for younger leaders who are
engaged in ministry already. This also raises theological
awareness right around the diocese and that has to be
good for the church right across the board.
What flavour does the interdenominational nature of
the students bring to the college?
The effect is really pleasing. We hoped from the
beginning to be seen by local churches as a viable
option for theological education. A number of full
time students at the college are non-Anglicans and
they bring something extra to us. Many of them
are involved in churches that are very dynamic and
strongly involved in mission and outreach. In turn, we
receive very encouraging feedback from them; that
they enjoy what BTC offers. There is a cross fertilisation
which is really positive for the college community.
What role does the college have in serving the national
church and beyond?
We are starting to see people coming from other

dioceses – perhaps for a block course – and also the
occasional vicar from another diocese indicating that
they have a young person who is interested in coming
to the college soon. This is a slow process but it’s very
significant for us. More than this, we see a key role in
fostering new ministries and new areas of mission, and
that role is one that we see growing in a wide field.
What is your vision for the college for the next five
years?
We are building on the strong foundation laid by
Bishop Tim Harris (Adelaide) but it is still early days.
We are facing a number of challenges, including
financial ones, as we look to the future. We are safe for
the moment but we need to get to a place where we
have a secure financial base. Bringing in more students
will not solve this due to government caps. This is a
challenge, but our vision is bigger than finance.
Along those lines I am hoping to be in all parishes
for one Sunday this year to share vision for the college
and the mission it has. My hope is to see the college
doing better and better at its core business, giving
people excellent theological training for ministry in the
church.
Finally, how do you nourish your own faith life in this
situation?
Personal prayer and a simple reliance upon God are
key, but these are not separable from being part of a
Christian community. There is a luxury about being
in a ministry where you get to study God’s word, talk
with people and focus on God’s work. In the classroom
setting throwing around ideas and realities that have
to do with discipleship feeds you spiritually. This is not
a replacement for the spiritual disciplines of seeking
God or being involved in a Christian community.
But it is a great privilege to be spiritually fed in such
a rich climate. For me when I’m teaching, if I’m not
finding at some point that students say, ‘I get how this
relates with real life and being part of the church’, then
I’m not doing my job. Theology that doesn’t connect
students up with what it means to be Christian, isn’t
theology at all.
It was great to have the opportunity to interview
Andrew as he picks up the reins of leadership as Dean of
Bishopdale Theological College, Nelson.
Hilary Ellena – Editor
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– Waikanae 2012
For some years now I had entertained the thought
of going to New Wine and having been prompted
by Bishop Richard to go to Waikanae this January, I
thought ‘yes I’m going’. I chose a shared room option,
only to find myself pared up with someone whom I
had met before. Not bad out of 800 people! God’s hand
was at work. Many people camped, some were in bunk
rooms and others in lodges.
Soon a group of young adults, mainly from
Paraparaumu, welcomed me into their group. The
teaching sessions were inspiring; the daily Bible
studies gave fresh insights on Jesus’ impact through
the context of the Jewish festivals (Bishop Richard
led these) and the worship was Spirit filled. What I
liked most was the relaxed atmosphere. There was no
pressure about anything. People were available to pray
after each session, but it was up to individuals as to
whether they stayed for prayer or went for a cup of tea.
The theme for 2012 was based on Exodus 33: “Moses
said, ‘You’re pleased with us? Teach us. We’ve found
your favour? Be with us. You’re sending us? Come with
us. How else will we be different? How else will they
know?’ And the Lord said, ‘I will do the very thing you
have asked because I am pleased with you and I know
you by name’.

All the speakers brought fresh insights with
different styles of delivery. Five different age groups
were catered for each day and there was teaching
specifically for church leaders, part of New Wine’s
equipping vision. Those taking the leadership
workshops were authentic, sharing the problems
and diﬃculties of leadership as well as insights
and information. One quote that stuck with me is
‘ministry is about people not paper’ or, one could add,
computers! I particularly appreciated the informal
discussion times and the inclusiveness of other church
groups, especially as a person who had come alone,
which is something I plan to change next year! Taking
a group across the Cook Strait to Waikanae may be
a little too hard on the finances so for 2013 it will
probably be Kaiapoi for me.
I encourage parishes in our diocese to start planning
now for next summer and perhaps in the not too
distant future we could even have a New Wine in
Nelson.
Rev Yvonne McLean – Associate Priest,
Nelson Cathedral
PS: The Camp book for Waikanae has heaps of
information and pictures [newwine.org.nz/wpcontent/uploads/Camp-Book-Waikanae.pdf ].

The old hands at New Wine
We have been to five different New Wine
conferences in four different locations; four of them
in the South Island and this year in Waikanae. I guess
that makes us the ‘old hands’.
Waikanae has the advantage of being a larger
event in an excellent camp and the timing for
Waikanae was mid-January. This means you can add
it on to the end of your holidays and get spiritually
refreshed before heading into a new year of ministry
or work.
What a wonderful time. Great speakers, fantastic
music and worship and great Bible study lead by our
The Witness • Page 8

Bishop Richard. New Wine has different programmes
for all ages, so caters for the whole family. The allage dance party, complete with laser light show, on
Sunday night was really worth going to. Even for
these ‘old hands’ it was great fun! The only ‘hazard’
was youth who obviously didn’t know where the
camp showers were!
For us old timers (now young grandparents)
there was no tent this year but a motel room and
comfortable beds... no flat air mattress in the
morning. (Yeah!)
We find New Wine is a time to unwind, relax, have

– First Timers (Kaiapoi)
After some reluctance about going on their own
(Nikki), because friends and family had other plans; or
‘not doing camps’ (Dave), they both decided God knew
better and decided to give it a go at New Wine Kaiapoi.
There was a range of accommodation options to suit
all types and budgets. Nikki and I being campers from
way back, opted for tenting. While we were pitching
our tent, just at the grunty bit when you push the
roof up, a young lad who happened to be walking
past, came over and said, “We’ve got a tent like this I’ll
help.” How cool! The Kaiapoi venue had very adequate
camping facilities, and we experienced only one
earthquake! Some of the enjoyable and relaxing times
were at our tent site chatting, sharing food and wine,
and mixing with the other campers.
There was a daily programme of worship and
teaching seminars in the mornings and evenings. The
afternoons had optional discussion groups on a range
of topics with something that suited most people.
The children’s programme was extensive. The kids I
spoke with all seemed to be having a great time. If you
wanted to wind down when the day was over, there
was live music at the café.
Over the four days we listened to a variety of keynote
speakers who were talented, passionate and leaders in

great spiritual input and catch up and network
with friends, people with whom we have journeyed
through life. This year it was a delight to meet up
with a young Anglican youth pastor who, as a friend
of our children, spent much time in our home as he
grew up. To see him married and in full-time ministry
and find out that God had used us to influence his
life choices, was uplifting for us.
It was also encouraging to hear two of the speakers
who had grown up attending New Wine. They spoke
of the impact New Wine had on them as teenagers.
What a wonderful heritage New Wine is providing, to

their field. We were blessed by their insights and the
depth of experience they shared. The Holy Spirit was
present in every session and ministered to us all in a
variety of ways. We felt renewed and inspired.
One presenter gave us a fresh view of worshipping
God. He had discovered great worship wasn’t to do
with the volume of the drums or how many times we
repeated a song, but worship was happening 24/7 in
heaven and when we worshipped we joined in with
what was already happening. It was up to us.
Two things I really enjoyed (this from the guy who
doesn’t do church camps) were the quality of teaching
that I could relate to, and that the entire proceedings
operated in an ordered, but very relaxed way.
When asked what we thought of New Wine, we
would say in a nutshell that we found the experience
very refreshing. We came away with a deepened
confirmation of what we were doing and where we
were going in our Christian walk.
Would we go again? It’s definitely in the plan.
Dave and Nikki Pritchard live on a vineyard in Hope,
Nelson. Dave is principal of Hope School and Nikki also
teaches. They have five grandsons and worship at Holy
Trinity Richmond.

see these young men now as leaders in the church.
New Wine is a great family camp not to be missed.
Our dream for 2013 and beyond is to get our whole
family (five young adults, four grandchildren plus
ourselves) to New Wine and camp together.
We think this will have a great impact on all of us
as a family. That’s our dream, now with God’s help we
will work towards making it a reality.
Why don’t you join us?
Rev Don and Lynda Moses – St Christopher’s Parish,
Blenheim South
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Gallipoli2015
– Celebrating 100 years of friendship
Immortalised on a massive stone plaque at ANZAC
Cove, Gallipoli, Turkey, one reads the following words:
Those heroes who shed their blood and lost their
lives, you are now lying in the soil of a friendly country.
Therefore rest in peace. There is no difference between
the Johnnies and the Mehmets to us where they lie
side by side in this country of ours. You, the mothers
who sent their sons from far away countries wipe away
your tears, your sons are now lying in our bosoms and
are in peace. After having lost their lives on this land
they become our sons as well. – Kemal Ataturk, 1934
Founder of the Republic of Turkey.
Australia, New Zealand and many Pacific Islands
observe ANZAC day on April 25 each year. An
increasing number of young ANZACS are visiting
Gallipoli, Turkey, as a significant aspect of their national
identity and life journey of self-discovery. The growing
fascination with Gallipoli by our young people over the
last few years is both puzzling and encouraging.
Gallipoli2015 is an initiative established by a group
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of friends who fervently believe in the power of
forgiveness, reconciliation and redemption. As we
remember our fallen ancestors, what better way to
honour their sacrifice than to interface with Turks and
Turkey in the spirit of love and peace, understanding,
sharing and learning. Ataturk’s words on the plaque
at ANZAC Cove express friendship and reconciliation.
His response to invasion and armed aggression by
the allies is remarkable. Under the circumstances, one
would expect a response of bitterness and rejection.
Still today, this is the spirit that marks Turkey’s
relationship with Australia and New Zealand. We
believe this has created a unique opportunity, as we
approach the Centenary: to ‘redeem’ 1915 with acts of
life instead of death.
A small team of Kiwis, led by Chris and Susanne
Donaldson, is now based in Turkey and has set up a
training programme for long-term workers called to
serve in that country as well as opportunities for short
term ANZAC teams to go and serve in that nation as

part of the Gallipoli2015 initiative. Options include
volunteering at a refugee centre; helping out with a
women’s refuge; teaching conversational English, or
perhaps learning introductory Turkish; studying and
experiencing their rich history. Alternatively, take a
prayer and worship tour; follow the Apostle Paul’s
footsteps to places like ancient Ephesus, Iconium and
Antioch, pray and worship at the sites of the seven
churches of the Revelation, stay in Konya the centre
of Selcuk culture, visit and worship in the ancient
cave and underground churches of Cappadocia and
Istanbul’s magnificent Haggia Sofia.
Pastor Mehmet Hakan (pseudonym) says, “In history
our grandfathers were fighting for something physical
in this land. Maybe there isn’t a war nowadays but
please come to this land again, this time for a spiritual
battle. Please let us work together for our God’s
kingdom in this land. We are waiting for you.”
For more information, check out the Gallipoli2015
Facebook page or write to gallipoli2015@gmail.com.

For individuals who can only spare a few weeks away
from home, work or ministry, check out the website
BiblelandAdventures.com for short devotional tours of
Turkey and/or Israel.
Rev Chris and Susanne Donaldson
The Donaldsons served in the Nelson diocese during the
1980s. Now they are part of Youth With A Mission, pioneering
the Gallipoli2015 project. They spend half their year in Turkey
and half in New Zealand.
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A breast cancer journey
In 2011 I joined the ranks of the one-in-nine women
who will have breast cancer at some time during their
lives. Anxiety and fear escalated as the month-long
diagnostic process was worked through. I had a form
of cancer that would have to be treated aggressively
for over a year. The Treatment Plan gave us some relief
and a way forward.
Sometimes when you read your Bible a verse jumps
out and is noticed in an entirely new way. Before I was
diagnosed, Exodus 14:14 had done this to me, but I
was not sure at the time why this was so. Sleepless in
the night, God sent those words back to me again: ‘The
Lord will fight for you, you need only be still’. I am a
busy, independent sort of person and receiving such a
clear instruction to ‘be still’ was fairly radical, but I was
feeling exhausted, full of fear and wondering where
I would get the strength from to get through it all.
God sent me a Rhema song at 2.00am (Matthew West
–‘Strong Enough’). The refrain weaving through it was
‘I can do all things through Christ who is my strength’. I
gave thanks for both reminders and slept.
Treatment started with chemo. My hair would fall
out. I would be given a wig. The kindly wig lady came
to my treatment chair with what looked like a bag of
dead cats. As the hair fell, I felt like a mangy animal. A
friend with hair clippers came and shaved my head.
Wig looked good and I felt I had to smarten up my act
to honour it when I went out! God sent me: ‘God knows
the number of hairs you have on your head’ (Luke 12:7)
“Not jolly many,” I thought. At our home group dinner
each member turned up wearing a wig. There were
some grotesque sights and we had lots of fun, but God
knew I was crying on the inside. And he was, like my
home group; there for me.
I asked all the’ pray-ers’ I knew if they would please
pray for me. Email came into its own. I could send
reports out and ask for specific prayer requests. I
began receiving wonderful, encouraging messages
and knew I had a team of ‘Warriors’ around me. God
had not left me on my own. With healing prayer
and chemotherapy, the tumours shrank at an
extraordinarily rapid rate. My oncologist and I grinned
when neither of us could find any lumps left. I could
move on to surgery.
Help came from everywhere. There was a referral to
‘Look Good Feel Better’ for cancer patients. Beauticians
to teach make-up for baldies lacking eyebrows and
lashes, to make you lovely and send you home with a
gift of all the products used. Twelve ladies were there,
seven of them totally bald, some with very young
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with families. Some were trying to hold down heavy
career jobs. They were brave. It was sobering and
encouraging at the same time.
My son flew over from Wellington to support us
when my ‘op’ came up. Ian and Paul were able to walk
me to the door of the theatre. I wore theatre socks, a
big white blanket and marched in with my very bald
white head. They told me later that I looked like the
Dalai Lama disappearing through the swing doors.
Some of the worst times can also be the best of times.
Surgery went well but ten days later I was back in
hospital with cellulitis from wound infection. God was
with me to raise my spirits in hospital as it was right
then that my surgeon came to my bedside and told
me the results of my surgery were the ‘best possible –
your biopsy showed no sign of any remaining active
cancer’. The oncologist had ‘never seen anything like it’;
he was ‘amazed’. Emailed reports to my Prayer Warriors
brought the blessings of their prayers back to them. I
shared with my specialists the huge amount of prayer I
have had.
Cancer treatment challenges all who receive it, and
their families. Some days are good and others are
just a bit of a ‘write-off ’. I continue to have to work at
‘being still’ to allow God’s healing to continue, but I am
constantly reassured of God’s love for me. I experience
him daily through my family and friends, the help I am
constantly offered and the comfort of my home and
garden. He meets me in my medical team at Nelson
Hospital, physios, my oncology nurse who rings me to
monitor my wellbeing, my doctor’s practice nurse who
rings to see how I am going, my church family and so
on.
There is nothing like a health crisis to make you
more honest before God. I read with fresh insights
the outpourings of the Psalm writers who had also
wept and shared their agonies with God and received
comfort.
Chemo carries on and radiotherapy will follow. I
move forward with confidence that whatever happens,
God is with me. The journey is tough, but I am blessed
and I hope God will show me how he wants this
experience to be used to his purposes
in the future.
“This might not be what I would
choose, but this is the stuff that you
use” – song: Francesca Battistelli
Pam Pask

The
Good Old Days
Nativity celebrates its 150th

Visiting Marlborough used to be a big deal for the
Bishop of Nelson back in the so-called ‘good old days’
of the 1860s. For a start, it was a solid three days’ walk
from Nelson and so the good Bishop always made
a point of doing as much as he could whilst on his
diocesan rounds.
In particular, Marlborough’s Wairau Valley was
notorious for its floods, swamps and streams. There
were no roads of any kind, let alone the current paved
SH6, so travel was never an easy stroll. For example, as
well as the three days it took to walk ‘over the hill’ from
Nelson, it also took most of a day to get from Picton
to the marshes of the aptly named Beaver Town, this
being most easily achieved by avoiding the swamps
altogether and boating via the Tory Channel, across
Cloudy Bay and then puttering up the Opawa River to
moor in the then CBD.
Thus, on a visit to the Wairau on December 22 1861,
Bishop Hobhouse dedicated the first Church of the
Nativity in the Beaver Town Missionary District, leaving
as its incumbent, the former doctor and missionary,
the Rev Henry Francis Butt as the first Vicar of Wairau.
They were spartan times, for while the new
building resembled a church, there were no pews,
the congregation being obliged to sit on equally hard
planks, nor was there a pulpit, nor would there be one

until the women of the congregation finally took a
hand and raised the money to buy one.
Successive buildings provided a centre for worship,
however it is people who make the church, not its
buildings. And as the oldest surviving Vicar (Rev David
Pickering) pointed out in an address, the church and
Nativity has been faithfully served by ordained and lay
ministers of all kinds for the past 150 years.
Since the days of the faithful and long-serving
Archdeacon Butt, some 11 Vicars have led the ministry
teams of successive generations. So, it was very
fitting that during the Sesquicentennial Service of last
December 22, Bishop Richard was able to announce
the appointment of the Rev Bob Barnes as Nativity’s
13th Vicar.
The sesquicentennial celebrations were a glorious
chance for parishioners young and old to gather
to reminisce and to renew old acquaintances. But
primarily they were a time to reflect upon the
goodness and faithfulness of God who has led us thus
far, to testify to his leading, to offer him our praises and
to seek his Holy Spirit’s enabling to live as his faithful
witnesses for at least the next 150 years.
Colin Benjamin and Canon John Neal

The Witness • Page 13

BTC Graduation 2011
As one of the students who graduated from
Bishopdale Theological College at the end of 2011,
there were mixed emotions involved. On one hand,
there was relief that the past three years of study had
paid off, and the College was actually going to give
me a degree, but on the other hand, it was strange to
realise that three years of community and life together
were coming to a close. Above all else, Graduation
was a time to reflect, to celebrate and to recognise the
effort that had been put in by students to reach this
marker of achievement. It was with some amusement
that I recalled that initially I was only planning to study
for one year to receive a Diploma of Biblical Studies!
At this year’s Graduation, students were given the
chance to share some reflections on their time at BTC.
Some of us were full-time students and others were
part-time students who had spent a much longer
period studying towards their qualification.
Common memories emerged – tutorials where we
were able to grapple with some pretty intense issues,
the last minute push to submit assignments on time
and the relief when they were finished, and moments
of fun in the study room when communal distraction
occurred. There was also a very real recognition of what
makes BTC so distinctive. Class sizes are kept small,
allowing for everyone to be engaged and to learn, and
for questions to be asked that sometimes veer away
from the course material. The faculty is excellent, both
in terms of their own academic achievements, and in
the way that (the majority of them) are also involved
in some form of parish ministry. It is obvious that the
theological discussions of the classroom have real
world application and immediacy.
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It was wonderful to have so many people – friends,
family, and supporters of BTC – at Graduation to
celebrate with us, and the feel of the evening reflected
the way that BTC is about community, as much as
about getting a qualification. TIm Harris and his wife
Fiona returned from Adelaide where Tim was recently
ordained as Bishop for Mission and Evangelism.
As the founding Dean, Tim was a key figure in the
development of the College in its early years, and gave
the evening address at Graduation.
The eight graduating students for 2011 were –
Darlene Ross, with a Diploma of Biblical Studies, Kay
Peterson, with a Bachelor of Ministry, and Danielle
Buick, Kate Dugdale, Scott Mayer, Kelly Morgan, Karl
Nicholls and Jean Palmer, with Bachelors of Theology.
There are presently a record 62 students studying
with BTC in 2012, both in Nelson and in our host
churches in the Diocese and Tauranga, but there
are still places available for formal and non-formal
study in semester two. Our courses for that semester
include foundation level courses: Introduction to Old
Testament, Introduction to Theology, and Formation,
and more advanced courses: History of Christianity:
Reformation to Current Times, Gospel of Luke,
Theology: God and Creation, and Pastoral Leadership
and Management. There are also two week-long
intensive courses running in the week August 20-24:
Old Testament: 8th Century Prophets, and Cultural
Anthropology.
To inquire about any of these courses, please contact
the Registrar, Sue Patterson on 03 548 8785; or email
registrar@bishopdale.ac.nz.
Kate Dugdale, BTC Graduate

What a journey, what a joy… Au revoir
In their last ‘Messenger’ for the Anglican Havelock
and Sounds Community, Dale and Jenny Pomeroy
thanked the people for their love, support and
encouragement during Dale’s time as Vicar with Jenny
as Vicarette! They remembered that together as a
fellowship, the parish had grappled with the closure
of St Paul’s Church in Canvastown; had undertaken a
number of building projects and turned the vicarage
into a warm and pleasant place in which to reside;
seen the development of the Community Gardens in
co-operation with the Pelorous Area Health Trust; and
had also seen the establishment of the first Eldercare
Co-ordinator for the area.
One of Dale’s main objectives was to attempt to draw
together the various fellowships within the parish,
growing among them the understanding that they
are a vibrant part of the body of Christ – the Church,
including the diocese, who have deeply supported and
committed themselves to ministry in Havelock and the
Sounds.
So many special memories including the ‘Seven
Deadly Sins Dinner’ in the Havelock Community Hall;
Communion on the deck of a home in the outer
Sounds with the beauty of God’s creation spread
before them; the woolshed service; the visit by the
Bishops of our country to the Maori Mission site
in the outer Sounds; Bishop Richard’s walk around
the diocese and the night camp at the top of the

Maungatapu Track before the final decent back into
Nelson; two mission trips to Vanuatu and the list goes
on. There is a feast of rich memories in ministry that
Dale and Jenny will take with them.
They plan to experience the Warbirds over Wanaka
in April before returning to Blenheim for a short time.
After that, the future is in God’s hands. However, as
usual, Dale signs off with a stirring and encouraging
quote from scripture:
‘To him who is able to keep you from falling and to
present you before his glorious presence without fault and
with great joy – to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory,
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our
Lord’. [Jude: 24-25]

Choir leader steps down after four decades
Merle Gibson was recently
member of the choir which will now
acknow-ledged for leading the choir be jointly led by Valda Shackleton
and Alison Heslop.
at Holy Trinity Richmond for an
impressive 44 years.
Merle faithfully chose music,
arranged practices, graciously sorted
out the clergy when they needed it,
sourced, copied and filed music and
encouraged the choir members and
organists.
While Merle has stepped down as
leader she will continue to be a vital
BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the first
Thursday of every month at 12.15pm
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
Alec C Brown

Tel (03) 548 3644
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Reflections from the Bible
Holy Week Meditations
‘Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’
Luke 23:34
Crucifixion is one of the most horrifying forms of
torture. How did Our Lord react? ‘Father forgive’. His
first thought was towards his Father. People could
hammer the life out of him, but they could not
hammer the love out of him! What is the cross for you?
‘The mature Christian is not merely resigned to the
will of God, acquiescent to it, or conformed to it, but is
abandoned to it’.
Today you will be with me in paradise [Luke 23: 43]
One of Christ’s last amazing acts before his death,
was to consider the thief, who came to realise who
Jesus was and that he, had done wrong. That is all we
need to be saved. He had no time to impress Jesus
with any merits of his own. Salvation is immediate and
present. Christ never asks us to make ourselves better
before we come to God. ‘The vilest offender who truly
believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives’.
Dear lady, behold your son... son, behold your mother
[John 19: 26]
What grief Mary must have felt. Surely she
remembered Simeon saying, ‘and a sword shall pierce
your own soul too’. John was a loving, caring person,
who lay close to Jesus at the last supper. DL Moody
once said, ‘When Jesus was about to expire on the
cross he made his will and testament clear. He gave his
spirit to God, his blood to us, and his mother into the
hands of his disciple’. Do you care more this year than
you have in the past?
My God, My God why have you forsaken me? [Matt
27:46]
Here Jesus experienced the utter hideousness of
sin. Even the sun hid its face from midday to 3pm. The
most bitter consequence of sin and the final penalty
for sin, is separation from God. The word ‘forsaken’

implies entering the darkness of hell, yet Jesus tasted
even that for you and me.
I am thirsty [John 19:28]
It is said thirst is more terrible that hunger. A rough
roman soldier goes forward and moistens Jesus’ lips.
Let us not judge people by their exterior looks. When
did we see you Lord, thirsty or a stranger? His reply was
‘whatever you did not do for the least of these, you did
not do for me’.
It is finished [John 19:30]
I summarise this as: The work of revelation,
redemption and reconciliation. Easter Sunday follows.
The women who went to anoint his body, witnessed
the most glorious dawn in human history. One traveller
returned from death, and showed us that for the
Christian, death is not a blind alley but the path to
Paradise.
Father into your hands I commit my spirit [Matt 23:46]
These were our Saviour’s dying words. What new
thing have you discovered this Easter as you journeyed
to the Cross? How will this truth make a difference to
how you live? What might be the last statements that
people will say about you, as you enter into the fullness
of Christ’s resurrection Joy!
There’s a great challenge!
Rev Allan Wasley
Allan has been in ordained ministry
for almost 30 years. He is married to
Joy and they have ﬁve children and
ﬁve grandchildren. On his day oﬀ he
enjoys motorcycling and sometimes
sailing. He is the Vicar of Wakeﬁeld
and Regional Dean of Waimea.

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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