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Embracing the mission

Return to the sublime
Having just returned from the two-yearly meeting of the
General Synod of the Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand
and Polynesia; to sit down and write this editorial feels
rather like a reverse Alice in Wonderland journey from the
ridiculous to the sublime!
The national church continues to grapple with the issues
of sexuality and ordination in the middle of a highly liberal
and extremely sexualised culture and a great deal of time
was also spent considering how we can be in a more honest
and just relationship with our Tikanga partners. All-in-all it
was a positive Synod made especially memorable by the
generosity of our hosts from Tikanga Polynesia and the
deep faith that radiated from their young people.
When I look back at the topics, bills and motions discussed
over these past eight days I do wonder about the relevance
of it all. The mission of the church will certainly never be
motivated or mobilised through a body such as this.
Which is why it’s so good to be home and writing an
editorial for this magazine that reflects the life of this
diocese.
With every blessing
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●●EQUIP – Nelson/Waimea, Saturday July 21
●●Social Service Sunday – July 22. An
opportunity to remember and celebrate the
myriad of ways Anglicans are reaching out in
loving service throughout our province.
●●CHARGE Leadership – Thursday July 26 at St
Barnabas, Stoke. For all youth leaders and
young up-and-coming leaders. Free dinner!
●●EQUIP – Mawhera, Saturday August 4
●●Ellel Ministries Workshop – August 3-4. At
Hills community Church, Mapua from Friday
evening and all day Saturday.
●●FUSE Youth Service – Sunday August 5 at
Nativity, Blenheim, with ‘City of Lights’
●●EQUIP – Marlborough, Saturday September 1

Impressions from a newbie

at Synod
On a cold Wednesday night in June, several Vestry
members ‘accidentally’ made it known my birthday
was the following day. I acknowledged the fact and
said, “And guess what I get to do for my birthday?” Duly
intrigued they asked what treat I had in store. “I get to
go to Synod!” I informed them. Sympathy didn’t seem
overly prominent judging by the laughter that erupted.
Thus I attended my first Nelson Diocesan Synod in
Motueka. Synods are not exactly new to me. Nelson
Synod was. In many ways it was a lot like the Synods
of the other dioceses of which I have been a part
during the past 28 years. We are still the people of God,
meeting about the business of his church. This Synod
is smaller and more like a family than a convention or
tribe.
Synod is supposed to be like the AGM of the
diocesan family where we discuss the business of the
diocese, meet new people, network, and look at some
of the things the wider Anglican family is saying and
doing. However it was the family feel that seemed to
me to be the key difference. As Bishop Richard said
in his Charge at the start of Synod, the local church
is the diocese, not the parish, within the Anglican
Communion.
A smaller Synod means there can be more banter
between the Chair and the floor. This year, I understand
there were fewer reports and motions to deal with
than even a normal Nelson Synod is used to. Dealing
with motions of business and receiving reports from
the various groups and parishes that make up the
diocese still happened. But there is considerable
emphasis for parishes to give presentations of their
life in the last year. When these parishes shared their
presentations they were encouraged, as when one
vicar stood and shared – without any technological

support – some painful experiences.
Smaller size means Synod has a flexibility denied
larger Synods. Thus the date could be changed more
easily, as happened this year. It also means we can
travel around the diocese, although it’s still a job for
the diocesan office staff to cart stuff away from their
offices and requires host parishes big enough to host
and cater for the number of people who attend.
With the General Synod of the Church of Aotearoa,
New Zealand and Polynesia meeting in Fiji a couple
of weeks after our Synod, we talked about how our
General Synod Reps should respond in a way that
represents us. In that, I saw a much greater unity of
opinion than I have ever seen in the past. There was
an open and common expression and ownership of
what were called evangelical (or maybe just good plain
traditional) moral values. We needed to be sensitive to
each other, but not ‘walk on eggshells’ as we discussed
each item. Phew!
I was impressed with the way small discussion
groups were often able to be assembled and the way
they could so quickly work together in a relaxed, yet
businesslike manner. At
least the groups I was in
acted that way. The nature
of this diocese meant that
when I led the opening
prayers I felt free to invite
people to pray out loud, all
at once and in tongues if
they wished. Many did.
Thank you Nelson Diocese
for being so welcoming.
Bob Barnes – Vicar, Nativity
Parish, Blenheim
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The Bishop’s Charge to Synod
This year’s Synod came at at a diﬃcult time for Bishop Richard and Hilary. In the first part of his ‘charge’ to
Synod he shared some of his reflections forged during the previous months and at a half-way point in his
ministry as Bishop.
I would want to remind myself constantly that I am
a disciple first and a Bishop second. This would mean
grounding myself more and more in prayer and surrounding
myself with people who could speak truth into my life and I
would like to be a leader in the church that calls the church
back to its foundational truths and doctrines but always
looks for new ways to present that same truth. I would like to
listen more and talk less.
But I would want to spend a greater proportion of time on
those things that advance the mission of the church rather
than those things that preserve and maintain the institution
– both locally and nationally. Because this is my greatest
desire and dream: that over the next years this diocese
makes the transition from maintenance to mission.
He then reflected on the dilemma that seems to face the
church when it comes to discussing mission.
It seems that, within the church, we have vacillated
between two philosophical extremes when it comes to our
understanding and practice of mission. This tension is well
summed up in a paper presented by Rene Padilla to the
2005 Lausanne conference:
‘I believe that, with regard to the great tensions between
the vertical interpretation of the gospel as essentially
concerned with God’s saving action in the life of individuals,
and the horizontal interpretation of it as mainly concerned
with human relationships in the world, we must get out
of that rather primitive oscillating movement of going
from one extreme to the other, which is not worthy of a
movement which by its nature seeks to embrace the truth
of the gospel in its fullness. A Christianity which has lost its
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vertical dimension has lost its salt and is not only insipid
in itself, but useless for the world. But a Christianity which
would use the vertical preoccupation as a means to escape
from its responsibility for and in the common life of man
is a denial of the incarnation, of God’s love for the world
manifested in Christ.’
The Bishop remains concerned about the constant need to
defend the Gospel in order to proclaim the Gospel and believes
this has led to an undermining of this Church’s mission. He
said that: ‘we can become defensive and reactionary in our
response to the wider church and to the liberalising agendas
that are constantly arising rather than proactively describing
such things as the joy that comes through our freedom in
Christ, or the true beauty of holiness’.
Bishop Richard then went on to describe three features of a
‘missional church.’ Firstly, he believes that a missional church
is one that has Jesus at the centre – a ‘confessing’ church that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Without going back over material that I shared in the
synod sermon last evening, I want simply to acknowledge
that the simple statement ‘Jesus is Lord’ was the earliest,
simplest and shortest of all the Christian creeds and it
has huge implications for both the Christian life and the
Christian faith. To quote John Stott, ‘(these words) express
first a profound theological conviction about the historic
Jesus and secondly a radical personal commitment to him in
consequence.’
But in the post-modern pluralism of today’s western
culture this creed is seen as an example of religious
exclusivism and therefore a barrier to mission, and the

scriptural ‘metanarrative’ that undergirds it as simply a ‘multivoiced tapestry that can be interpreted in a myriad of ways.’
But the Bishop sees this both as a challenge and an
opportunity.
Despite the values inherent in this new pluralistic age,
the reality remains that within our communities we have
never experienced such loneliness and alienation; increasing
levels of violence are occurring within our homes and on
our streets; children are abused physically and sexually;
child poverty is now a reality; relationships are falling apart;
communication has become impersonal. There is a mission
field and we have a gospel – well, at least we do if we
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord because only Jesus has the
power to transform battered and broken communities. Jesus
– and the people who have chosen to follow him.
Secondly, Bishop Richard believes that a ‘missional church’
will often be a feature of, or a plant out of, a strong local
church. He sees this clearly reflected in the many missional
ventures that have grown up over the years in the UK. One
excellent example that this diocese is familiar with through the
visit of Mike Pilavachi earlier this year, is ‘Soul Survivor’ in the
UK. This incredibly influential youth movement grew out of a
missional dream from the Anglican Church of St Andrew’s in
Chorleywood. This vibrant church had already birthed the New
Wine movement and the ‘Hensol retreats’ for church leaders.
He then went on to describe some of the features of vibrant,
Christ-centred, communities of faith and introduced his booklet
on this topic, a copy of which was given to every member of
Synod.
He particularly focused on three different ‘types’ of
community that are evident within the Body of Christ: forms
of community that distinctive, not just in terms of size, but
also for their activity and influence. They are ‘celebration,’
‘congregation’ and ‘cell.’

After spending some time teasing out the ‘distinctives’ of each
of these three forms of community he stressed the importance
of the ‘cell’ and encouraged the diocese to commit themselves
to ‘cell’ growth through the diocese.
I want to suggest that the ‘cell’ is the most important of the
three and the most critical in the development of a vibrant
church and is fundamental to the outworking of our vision
and mission. The ‘celebration’ is where vision is empowered;
the ‘congregation’ is where it is cast or communicated; but
the ‘cell’ is where it is embodied.
Finally Bishop Richard said that a missional Church will
be both a witnessing church and a serving church: A church
of people who have the confidence and courage to share
their own stories of God’s grace, simply and transparently –
people who are ‘not ashamed of the gospel because it is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes’.
But it will also be a church that responds to the needs of
the community around them for no other reason than the
fact that their hearts ache for the same things that makes
God’s heart ache. To this extent a missional church is also a
prophetic church.
He finished by quoting from Richard Foster who began his
book ‘Celebration of Discipline’ with these words:
‘Superficiality is the curse of our age. The doctrine of
instant satisfaction is a primary spiritual problem. The
desperate need today is not for a greater number of
intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people.’

The full version of the Bishop’s charge can be found on
the diocesan website – nelsonanglican.org.nz.

Far left: Installation of Archdeacon
Tim Mora as Vicar General at the
Synod Service at Nelson Cathedral.
Centre: Presentation of Reverend
Robin Kingston as Archdeacon
Emeritus. Left: Ordination to the
Diaconate of Joseph Keighley.
Right: Guest speaker at the Synod
dinner, Richard Kempthorne,
Mayor of Tasman.
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Ellena & Harley – in conversation
Rob, you travel throughout the country – to many
churches – and no doubt as a communicator you are
listening and looking. What are the things that you
observe?
You know, I think that one of the greatest strengths
in New Zealand is that we’re not afraid to talk about
ourselves like some people and nations seem to be.
I think that we’ve matured into a whole new place as
Christian communicators who have learned the value
of their own life’s learnings.
But I think we’re just a little conflicted about the right
way to do it.
It’s too easy to get led into a guilt trip by people
who believe that there is a more ‘spiritual’ way of
doing preaching than the way we are doing it – superspiritual people who will come into any congregation
and try and ‘out-spiritualise’ us and send us the
message that all you need to do is open up the word of
God and lay it on the people in a very uncompromising
way.
But the question I always ask is, how did Jesus teach?
Jesus taught using a combination of gentleness and
directness, but he never took away from people their
own personal dignity.
He actually had this beautifully tailor-made way of
reaching everybody.
But, our greatest strength in New Zealand?
It’s the ability to be ourselves. We almost have a
tradition of humorous self-deprecation – we don’t
mind putting ourselves down. But we must be careful
because there is a way of doing it that is positive and
effective and there is a way of doing it that diminishes

us – a way that fails to empower people. And I think
that preaching needs to empower people.
It needs to breathe fresh hope back into them – hope
that’s been kicked out of them all week. People don’t
need to come to church on Sunday and hear a sermon
about how useless they are – many of them hear that
at home, at school or at work – they don’t need it to
be reinforced that they are nothing but a bunch of
sinners!
Let me give you an example. I was driving into
Rotorua recently and I passed a huge rock on the side
of the road that had these words carved into it: ‘Jesus
died for you; what have you done for him?’
I feel pretty bad about myself already thanks
very much and now you want me to get into this
competition with the creator of the universe! We’re not
even competing on an even footing!
I think so much of our weakness stems from the fact
that in church we don’t connect the ideal to what’s
really going on. I so often hear people ‘prophesy’ over
individuals. And I don’t recall ever hearing one that
says something like,“You shall clean dishes for the
rest of your life!” Usually it’s more like, “You shall stand
before Kings and nations,” or, “The waves will turn back
at you.” I’ve yet to hear someone say, “You will do a
fairly ordinary job for the rest of your life but it’s going
to be for God’s glory!”
What gives you hope in the Church today as someone
who has the ability to look at it from the outside?
What gives me hope is, that, just at the point when
I’m about to spit the dummy and throw it all away I
will meet some person – and it’s usually not a very

Rob Harley was recently brought to Nelson to inspire
the preachers among us in the art of communication.
Rob is an expert communicator with a passion for
connecting the gospel to people. In one day he sought
to capture the essence of effective communication in
our modern world.
This was a seminar jam packed with information. The
pearls were many:
●●Our 2012 brains are different from those of 1965.
●●People choose to either listen or turn off within the
first 60 seconds.
●●You have to be believed to be heard.
Rob said the formula that determines an effective
speaker is: 7% Verbal (what you say), 38% Vocal (the way
you say it), and 55% Visual (what you do while you’re
saying it). His message was that in order to capture
the audience, you need to tell them something they
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don’t know and take them places they have never been
before. Wrap the message in humour, be visually active,
tell stories and be dramatic in presentation.
He went through physical and vocal techniques
to engage an audience; such as effective use of eye
contact, hand gestures, pauses etc. He summed up with
five essential steps to giving a compelling talk, using the
acronym SPORT.
S: Strong Start – use stories to build tension and
release the tension with a surprise element.
P: Problem – present / name the problem.
O: Opportunity – help people to see the opportunity
to change.
R: Result – the outcome if you do take the 			
opportunity.
T: Take Home – what’s in it for me to put into action
this week?

high profile person; someone incredibly under the
radar – who has taken what Jesus has asked them to
do and is actually applying it in ways that are, not only
life-changing but community changing and potentially
world changing.
And despite how much I might rage at God, the
message of Jesus in the hands of a compassionate
person is the most powerful force on earth!
I’m giving a talk at the moment that’s called ‘The Bible
has Pages and Legs’ and I tell the stories of some of
these people.
Do you know that one of the keys to the fall of
communism was an East German Pastor named
Christian Fuhrer (no doubt the name caused
consternation in the minds of some) who had called
for prayer meetings at his church in Leipzig every
Monday night since 1982. Only a few came at first,
but they continued to meet every Monday night and
recite together the Beatitudes from the Sermon on the
Mount. He had death threats made against him – the
Stasi tried to shut him down. But slowly the numbers
continued to increase until one Monday night in
October 1989, 70,000 people marched from this church
through the streets of Leipzig. A month later the
Berlin wall came down and within 10 months a dozen
communist regimes fell.
Five hundred million people – with almost no
bloodshed - came out from under the yoke of
communism.
Somebody who was a very astute observer went
back to Leipzig where Fuhrer had started and found
a sign hanging across the street that said (in German)

Seeing Rob was a wonderful opportunity. He has a
warm, easy manner; it was like hearing from an old friend.
Rob’s passion for reporting and his fondness for people are
sustained by his enthusiasm for Jesus.
The result of attending this seminar has been an
increased confidence in getting my message across. I have
written two sermons using ‘SPORT’ which has given me
a clear structure to follow. Rob’s humorous examples on
communicating have given me more freedom in their
delivery. Kathryn Murphy – Buller parish
As someone who ministers to youth, it really was quite
helpful to attend Rob Harley’s school of preaching. If you’ve
ever had to preach to youth you will know that it’s vitally
important to grab their full attention very quickly!
What really stood out for me was his technique of
delivering a sermon. I’ve always heard the ‘flying a plane’

Rob Harley – communicator
‘We thank you Church’.
On his death-bed in Chile in 1993, Erich Honecker,
the former hard-line President of Communist
East Germany said that he had ‘planned for every
eventuality except praise and candles’.
You know, world peace is not such an impossible
concept. One pastor who loved Jesus enough to want
to change his world started a prayer meeting. Did he
have any idea what he was starting? I suspect not.
But do you have any idea what might happen if you
call people to pray? That’s what gives me hope for the
church.

analogy (it’s about a strong take-off and landing). Harley’s
analogy is kicking a rugby ball through the goalposts.
Micah Did-Dell – Richmond Parish
As a young man I remember going to church and having
to wait when the vicar failed to show. Someone eventually
went to the vicarage and reminded him he had a service
to take. “I’m sorry I’m late,” he explained, “but I fell asleep
reading my sermon.” *%&#+@*!!!!!
Clearly we have a challenge as preachers. The old
didactic sermons do not connect with younger people.
Like all seminars, there is a huge divide between the
information gained and the praxis. I have a concern
that the exegesis of the text might be lost in the effort
to connect with the audience, but this is a balance I am
willing to work for. Any seminar with Rob Harley is one to
look out for. Dean Nick Kirk – Christ Church Cathedral
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Stepping into a photographic journey
We invited two lovers of photography to reflect on how this impacts on their Christian faith.

Nicky Mora
Nicky Mora has been
married to Tim Mora
for 25 years. They have
three children and live in
Greymouth. She has spent
most of her life involved in
youth ministry and enjoys
the creative side of life.
Five years ago she took up
photography and it has
become a real passion.

When asked what my faith brings to my photography,
it would be very easy to come up with the most obvious
answer... I see the beauty and majesty in God’s creation,
that it fills me with awe and wonder.
That is true at one level, but I think for me, it brings me
much more than just that. I believe that it is an extension
of myself, the expression of the gift God has placed within
me. Not only that it brings me a deep sense of peace and
oneness with God when I have my camera in my hand.
There has been many a time when worries, stress, or work
pressure, have driven me to pick up my camera and head
off in my car, to my favourite place at the Cobden Lagoon.
The minute I pick up my camera and focus the lenses on
my subject, I feel the stress and worry just drop off me,
replaced with a deep sense of peace. It’s in this moment
that the beauty of creation comes into play, as sometimes
I just need to be reminded that the world is still a beautiful
place, even in dark times.
My camera has been one of the greatest gifts in my busy
ministry life. So often we get too busy to stop and look, and
to see the beauty all around us.
When you look at life through a lens your eyes are
opened to this incredible beauty. It’s like this whole
new world opens up to you and you see the beauty and
wonder in things you would normally have missed. From
the moment that world opens up, you spend the rest of
your life, seeking out that beauty every day. You see that
dew covered blade of grass, or the beauty of a simple little

sparrow, or the sunset. This has been one of the greatest
gifts photography has brought into my life.
Lastly I think it’s important for each of our souls to have
something we do simply because it enriches our lives. I
lived a driven life for many years, until God stopped me and
said, “you know it’s ok to do something just because you
love it, and to make space in your life for you”. Learning
that lesson has enriched my life and my ministry, a lesson I
guess we all need to learn from time to time.
The Witness • Page 8

Barry Doig
This is a piece too fair
to be the child of chance
and not of care
No atoms casually together hurled
Could e’re produce
So beautiful a world
In one sense these words from John Dryden sum up my
feelings as I look through my camera lens. For 40 years as
a minister I have also been a keen photographer, and faith
and photography have gone together. We live in a beautiful
world and I have been privileged to learn to see it through
the viewfinder and convey its beauty. What began as (and
still is) a form of recreation has become one of my three
loves, along with a love for God, and a love for people.
Yet I also struggle. How do I relate faith and photography
and do justice to both? How do I avoid on one hand using
an art form as a means of propaganda, and on the other
hand putting texts on pretty pictures, and calling it art and
wondering why it seldom communicates? Is there such a
thing as Christian photography?
I have no definitive answers, but as a Christian
photographer I try to work on three levels. The first is
inspirational. Genesis says that God’s creation was ‘very
good’. I love to show the awesome beauty and majesty
of creation, and encourage people to reflect on the ‘why’
as well as the ‘how’. This includes the duty to see that it
is preserved for all to enjoy. I am also part of an artistic
community. I have made wonderful friends and found
great fulfilment in the photographic groups to which I
belong. Sometimes I have shared at a deeper level and
my faith has ‘rubbed off ’ on others. It has been good to be
known not just as a photographer but as a person of faith.
The second is to ask the question ‘why am I doing this?’
My answer is that I am a child of God, made in God’s image
and he is a Creator God whose universe is ‘very good’. He
has placed this creative spark in us so that we can celebrate
his greatness. Every time I press the shutter I feel thankful.
The creative arts are where Christians find identity as part
of God’s creation. Sometimes too I have been challenged to
show humanity in its rawness and need of redemption.
The third is to try to make good use of the rich tradition
of Christian symbolism to show Christian hope and give it
a contemporary feel. I’m no expert at this but the elements
of darkness and light, life, death, and new life, mystery and
growth are all part of the Christian story and have their
counterparts in nature.
These things are all part of my journey. I haven’t arrived.
I’m just a learner, but it’s a fascinating road.
Barry Doig FPSNZ

Rev Barry Doig is retired
and married to Barbara.
They are parishioners of St
Stephens, Tahunanui.
Barry has served in parishes
in many parts of NZ and
continues to reflect on
the relationship between
Christian faith, science, art
and culture.
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News from our overseas missions partners

News from the Albanian front
Shkelqim is a swarthy, short, solidly-built mountain
man. He and his wife regularly attend the special needs
programme that I run, bringing their daughter Marsida
who is severely handicapped and cannot walk, talk or
feed herself. They are a family of four (pictured below)
who laugh and care for one another and love their
handicapped daughter. Life is tough, but fortunately
they don’t have to pay rent, and manage to live on
Marsida’s disability benefit of about $380NZ per
month, as there is no work for Shkelqim. He has just
gone to Greece to try to find a few months work so
they can get ahead somehow.
Tomor and Leefe have four adult children still living
at home aged between 17 and 28. They all became
Christians; two of the girls a couple of years ago but
this year the other four committed their lives to Christ.
Through a weekly Bible study with us they are learning
what that commitment means. Leefe, the mum, has
been reading the Bible independently with a large
print Bible and a pair of cheap reading glasses she was
given, which has astounded her family.
At the start she was hesitant, reserved and seemed
suspicious, but six months later she is joining in
discussion, smiles, and is very comfortable studying
the Bible. She changed as she watched her eldest
daughter, who suffered from depression and was
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suicidal, improve and
come off medication
after she became a
Christian. Both parents
admitted to trying
to stop the girls from
pursuing their faith,
right up until a year
ago.
Reconnecting in
Patos where we used
to live from 19972002 has been great. We run a marriage course and
Féy also restarted a Bible study with older women
who used to study the Bible with her 10 years ago.
Diana, a neighbour from across the road who became
a Christian last year, and was baptised a month ago,
coordinates the group. Her husband used to rip up
her Bible and object to her going to any meetings, but
just this last month he and I began studying the Bible
together. Both their sons were at their mum’s baptism.
But we are moving. Lushnje is not the right place
for a number of reasons. The church has around 100
members and we don’t feel they need us, and we
have also found this quite a lonely place to live. While
praying about this problem, opportunities arose in the
capital city of Tirana.
Féy was offered the job of
Administrator for AEP (Albanian
Encouragement Project) in Tirana;
an organisation that serves Mission
organisations working in Albania
with official documents, advice and
support. The position is 25 hours a
week but is not always busy during
that time so she has scope for other
administration she does for ECM.
Church planting will however,
become our main focus, which is very
much in line with ECM’s vision for
Albania.
We finish here in Lushnje in midJuly when we return to NZ and will
relocate to Tirana when we return in
early November.
Murray and Féy Cotter – Albania

‘Angry Birds’?
CMS Partners Phil and Becky Sussex live in Phnom Penh Cambodia with their children Bryn, Toby, Pippa and Molly.
Becky is teaching Hope International School and Phil is a public health dentist with a number a different roles, one of
which involves a project to put protective sealants on the first molars of 60,000 six-year-olds over the next three years.
Most Saturdays Phil can be found with a big team of dental students working in one of Phnom Penh’s prisons.
Time to think and pray – maybe that’s a plus to
commuting to work in the morning for many of us?
That idea may seem unlikely coming from someone
who rides a small motorbike through the crazy
Phnom Penh traffic, but it’s funny how the initial
visual overload fades and the truly bizarre rules of
engagement become second nature after a time.
It would be a huge mistake however, to picture me
gliding through the chaos in some zen-like state. Some
evenings in the dusk it feels more like I’m playing an
arcade game on the way home from work! I think
sometimes God gives us substitutes for the things we
miss the most (white water kayaking in my case). The
daily commute brings out the best and worst in many
of us – my blood boils in a completely unjustified way
at the sight of any late model Lexus with dark glass (a
status symbol of the political and economic elite where
I live), flashing its lights at everyone in its way.
A few days ago I was reading a Kiwi newspaper
online and was rather surprised to find myself
wholeheartedly agreeing with both Michael Laws
and Bob Jones (there’s a first time for everything!). I
identified with their anger directed at the scourge of
pokie machines infecting New Zealand right now and
the nonsensical arguments by some people who try
to justify them because a small portion of the profits
goes to charity. It got me thinking about some of the
social issues here in Cambodia which make us angry
and those (unlike the make of car someone chooses)
that Jesus would encourage us to do something
about. As Christians we have a different calling from
my Buddhist friends who see anger as an emotion to
suppress and eliminate. In the person of Jesus I see the

God we follow diametrically opposed to this position –
passive acceptance of the status quo when it results in
suffering or injustice does not describe Jesus.
Did you know that my four-year-old Molly could buy
a packet of cigarettes in Phnom Penh for 40 cents,
or that that she could legally ride with me on my
motorbike as long as I wear a helmet (but not her)?
Did you know that if Pippa went to a State school,
she would need to pay the teacher 15 cents on the
way in or risk either not being taught or sent home (a
pretty reasonable request when the teachers are only
paid $70 per month)? It also makes us angry when we
hear of people denied medical care without cash up
front, or the prisoner that died of an abscessed tooth a
couple of weeks ago, whom the guards never thought
to call our team about. I find it really upsetting to see
the pain and suffering caused by the current epidemic
of tooth decay among Cambodian children. Their teeth
decay almost as soon as they erupt. Most families here
lack even the basics of affordable fluoride toothpaste
which, if used, would cut the problem in half. These are
just a few of the things that motivate us to be here.
Angry Birds merchandise is all the rage in Phnom
Penh right now, but if you’ve ever played the game
you know it’s not just about birds being angry; they do
things! In Matthew 25 Jesus did not say ‘when you have
been angry on behalf of the least of these...’ Instead he
said, ‘when you did it to the least of these my brothers
and sisters, you were doing it to me!’
Following Jesus is not just about us being angry or
empathetic but rather, what actions we translate our
emotional response into.
Phil and Becky Sussex – Cambodia
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Self-described country girl, Natasha Glenderran
grew up in Whanganui. She has a science degree
in molecular biology and has done some social
work study at Massey University. She moved to
her
Auckland to attend Laidlaw College, completing
BMin. After finishing studies, Natasha was ordained
as a non-stipendiary priest, serving at One Tree Hill,
as
and St Chad’s Meadowbank. She worked full time
,
then
an oﬃce administrator for IT companies since
.
until her appointment to the church in Tapawera

understood that Jesus was the Son
of God and died for my sins. As I got older,
life’s circumstances meant I pretty much stopped
going to church but did not stop believing. It
was in my mid-twenties when I started going to
no
church again, that it all became ‘real’. There was
up?
grow
you
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I
great conversion story, just that one day when
Whanganui – the River City.
it
saw
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read the account of the Rich
What’s the most recent movie you saw?
s
thing
sed
wasn’t really about his riches, and I reali
‘The Most Exotic Marigold Hotel’ – I was
in my life had changed.
disappointed when it finished. I love Maggie
What do you love most about your area of
Smith; her character was such a contrast to her
ministry?
role in Downton Abbey, the cast was great and
I feel that I am home. It sounds a bit wet but I
Judy Dench was brilliant as ever. The movie was
,
cannot quite believe how much I love this place
rds
towa
des
attitu
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tary
men
com
g
estin
an inter
d
and feel so blessed to be here. It is great to spen
the retired in the West.
to
get
to
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time with people, and it is a privi
What book are you reading at the moment?
know them, to build relationships and trust, and
The Sacred Diary of Adrian Plass – Christian
as a result to be invited into their lives. Hanging
Speaker (again!). They are a good laugh, and the
on to God’s coattails trying to be part of what God
characters are all too familiar. I have most of his
is doing and hopefully not getting in the way too
ys
books and have read them several times, I alwa
often, is scary, exciting and very humbling.
laugh and cry in the same places.
What is your favourite way to relax?
Favourite place for a picnic?
A bit of good escapism via books is great,
t
I cannot remember the last picnic, think it migh
especially if sitting in bed or stretched out on
of
have been a church thing. Fish n’ chips in front
the sofa with a coffee, with the sun shining in
like
the fire with a nice glass of something sounds
and it will definitely also involve Maddex (my
a good picnic on a cold winter’s night.
cat) hogging a disproportionate amount of the
When/how did you become a Christian?
bed or sofa. I am a real touch person, so I love a
Although I grew up in a non-Christian home,
off
good therapeutic massage; my brain switches
I cannot remember not believing in God. The
lf
completely. I am thinking that now I find myse
neighbour’s eldest daughter (whom I idolised)
back in the country I may take up horse riding
first took me to Sunday School. When I was
again.
nearly 12 years old, I asked to be baptised, as I
BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 12.15pm
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
Alec C Brown

Tel (03) 548 3644
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In
Praise
Of
Mapua
When I first arrived in New Zealand and became the
minister at Hills Community Church people always
asked, “Don’t you find it different here?” I had to smile.
Different? For the past 10 years I served a church in a
town smaller than Mapua. The region had a thriving
dairy industry and was noted for tourism, artists, trout
fishing and apple growing. We lived on 60 acres of
rolling pasture and woodland without a neighbour’s
house in sight. The nearest shopping mall was an
hour’s drive. Granted, no beautiful sea or mountain
views – or sheep – but different? Not much.
Even though I was born and bred in Detroit,
Michigan (aka ‘Motor City’ – current population 3.7
million) I am at heart a country girl and an advocate for
rural ministry. And for the past six years the essence of
community has never been more evident to me than
here in Mapua at Hills Community Church.
The church is viewed as an asset to the village. The
local school holds assemblies at the church and every
week various groups hire our old and new facilities
for events and activities. In fact, our old church hall
has become the favoured place for children’s birthday
parties!
From the Mid-winter Dinner for the ‘senior set’ to
the All Saints’ Carnival appealing to the younger
crowd, Hills Community Church lives up to its name
by reaching out and welcoming in. The congregation
faithfully serves their neighbour because they
know their neighbour... and if they don’t know
their neighbour they get to know them! Mapua has
numerous clubs and social groups which provide
natural meeting places to get acquainted.
As an avid gardener I belong to the Mapua Garden
Club which has so many church members we could

hold a prayer meeting!
Like all small towns, volunteerism is high and
most church members are involved in community
activities making bridge-building between church and
community quite natural. When you serve sausages
at the Mapua Spring Fling or help at the Easter Fair
you engage with your neighbours in a different
way from a Sunday morning service. Over time, you
become a familiar and trusted face. Folks realise that
you are there for them even if they aren’t members
of the church. And, that is where the people at Hills
Community Church really excel – being there for
others. In many quiet ways, lives have been touched,
help and healing has been given through kindly and
selfless outreach of people in the church.
In rural ministry people come together in good times
and bad. Last year the whole community of Mapua –
and beyond – turned out for a special memorial service
when the Touch the Sea aquarium burned down and I
felt privileged to speak words of comfort and healing
at that service. And each year when I marched in
the annual ANZAC Day parade and led the service, I
experienced a love and a bond to the people of Mapua
that is hard to express and impossible to duplicate.
Yes, I have a heart for rural ministry and will certainly
miss being the minister to Hills Community Church
and the people of Mapua. But I won’t miss Mapua –
because I’m not leaving! I will still be blessed to be part
of this warm, friendly and active community hopefully
for many years to come.
From down at the Mapua wharf, soaking up the
sunshine...
Marilyn Loken – recently retired Minister of Hills
Community Church, Mapua
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Vicar
Just to get something straight – a parish can have
only one vicar. All vicars are priests, but not all priests
are vicars. If a parish has more than one priest, the
others will have some other title, but not ‘vicar’.
The vicar is in charge of the parish – responsible
for everything that happens; and especially for
encouraging people to grow as followers of Jesus.
The vicar holds this responsibility from the bishop
and is accountable to the bishop. (The word ‘vicar’
has its origins in vicarius which means ‘substituted’).
If the bishop is head of the family estate, the vicar
is like a deputy head and totally responsible for
their particular area. Vicars do not have to do it all
themselves (just make sure it’s done!) – they are
expected to work with others, especially the vestry
(see below). But in a nutshell: in a parish the vicar is
the one at who’s desk the buck stops!
Vestry
In a ‘traditional church’ this is the name given to
a room up the front which is accessed by a door
usually somewhere near the altar. Originally it was
kind of like a large wardrobe-cum-storeroom and is
useful for keeping all kinds of things (communion
supplies, robes, service books etc). Confusingly, this is
also the name given to a group who are responsible
for overseeing the running of a parish. (Perhaps
because they used to meet in the vestry? Luckily they
do not meet there these days – it would be rather
cramped and cold!) Every parish has a vestry, which
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is an annually elected committee with the task of
managing and maintaining the operation of the
parish. Vestry has to at least deal with the ‘nuts and
bolts’ (buildings, grounds, finance etc) and has the
opportunity to help shape the prayer, worship and
spiritual life of the parish. Indeed things are great
when a vicar and vestry work well together!
Vestments
This refers to the special clothes sometimes worn
by those leading church services. When we get
together as God’s people something important and
special is happening, so sometimes people dress
to recognise this. The Anglican Church was once
described by a comedian as ‘men in dresses’ (these
days we would need to include women as well).
There is a range of fancy get up which provoked that
comment, but the most common would be an ‘alb’:
a white full-length robe; and a ‘cassock and surplice’:
a full-length black robe with a white half-robe over
the top. These may seem a bit strange today but
developed from traditional clothing. There are also
‘stoles’ – these are like a scarf worn around the neck
hanging flat on top of an alb or cassock. They are
different colours (red, white, green, purple) for the
different times of the church year, and they usually
have a symbolic decoration. While there are no rules
about the wearing of vestments this saying from our
Anglican tradition seems helpful: ‘all may, none must,
some should’.
Wayne Thornton

Bookmarks
In the Bishop’s Charge to Synod, Bishop Richard
quoted from Chris Wright’s The Mission of God:
Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative.
This book is used in several
courses held at Bishopdale
College. Dr Kang San Tan,
Head of Mission Studies,
Redcliffe College, wrote a
review seeking to highlight its
contribution to missiology and
our understanding of Christian
mission. The full text of this
detailed review can be found
in a pdf at www.redcliffe.org/
uploads/documents (search for
Chris Wright).
Other works by Chris Wright held at Bishop Sutton
Library (BSL) include:
• Living as the People of God: The Relevance of Old
Testament Ethics
• The Use of the Bible in Social Ethics
• The message of Ezekiel: A New Heart and a New Spirit
• Deuteronomy
• The Gospel in the Modern World: A Tribute to John
Stott
• Knowing Jesus Through the Old Testament

Another book referred to by Bishop Richard is
Richard Foster’s bestseller Celebration of Discipline
which sets out to demonstrate that...
“...the classical spiritual disciplines – meditation, prayer,
fasting, study, simplicity, solitude, submission, service,
confession, worship, guidance and celebration – are the
only true way to promote a deep inner life and infuse it
with overwhelming joy.” (book jacket).
Copies of the Wright and Foster books mentioned by
Bishop Richard are available at the library. Other books
by Richard Foster held at BSL include:
• Streams of living water: Celebrating the Great
Traditions of Christian faith
• Freedom of Simplicity: Finding harmony in a
Complex World
• Longing for God: Seven Paths of Christian Devotion
(sound recording, CD)
• Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home
Please let me know if you would like to borrow any of
the works mentioned.
The best time to find me at the library is on Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday between 10am and 4pm.
However the library is open for self-service on other
weekdays during term time.
Elizabeth Dooley – Librarian, Bishop Sutton Library

Prayer tree answers a need
When Rev Debbie Smith erected a prayer tree in the
hospital shortly after her arrival as Chaplain, I was a
little sceptical. Within a short time however, written
prayers appeared from all around the hospital.
People are invited to write a prayer and hang it on
the tree, using paper angels or hearts, kindly created
by parishioners at Victory Church. The opportunity
to express a prayer and place it on the tree has been
appreciated by many people and having the tree near
the cafe at the hospital has helped raise the profile of
chaplaincy ministry. We have had thousands of written
prayers; a tangible sign of the tremendous spiritual
need around us.
The initial tree was a little fragile. When local artist
Janis Holland suggested that a permanent one could
be made, the chaplaincy team was delighted.
A beautiful new tree commissioned by the Nelson
Hospital Charitable Trust and created by Janis with
other local artists, Sue Truman and Neville Parker, was
installed and duly blessed in a ceremony on June 26 by
Rev Debbie Smith and Rev Andy Joseph.
The theme of the tree is ‘Life’. The different coloured

Rev Debbie Smith, Hospital Chaplain (left) with
Marianne James.
leaves represent the seasons and the stages in our
lives. Perched upon a rock, it signifies our faith. It is
full of symbolism and embraces all who feel a spiritual
need and appreciate a means of expressing that need.
The tree is there for all people, both within the hospital
and the wider community.
Marianne James – voluntary chaplaincy assistant,
Nelson Hospital
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Reflections from the Bible
‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were
together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.’
Acts 2:42-47
Acts chapter 2 introduces us to the beginning of
the church age on the day of Pentecost. The dramatic
sequence of events always inspires awe – a violent
wind blows through the house, tongues of fire rest on
the apostles, the Holy Spirit enters into those present
enabling them to speak in other languages, and the
apostles perform many wonders and signs. If this
was all of the narrative we knew, and we were asked
to suggest what might happen next, I wonder how
many would guess the corporate impact these events
were to have? The narrative matter-of-factly goes
on to tell us that ‘All the believers were together and
had everything in common. They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had need’ (v44,45).
I think it is helpful to also include chapter 4:32 ‘All the
believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed
that any of their possessions was their own, but they
shared everything they had.’
Why should they do this? I can think of two answers.
Firstly, as Paul was to later write, they were all one
in Christ, so there were to be no divisions and no
distinctions between members of Christ’s body –
sharing their property and resources was their gut
reaction to this new experience of the Holy Spirit.
Why should one have more (or less) resources than
another? They were now truly brothers and sisters
fully sharing their lives. The second answer is that
there was the sense that they were now involved in
something far greater than themselves and that their
personal resources could no longer be claimed as
being for their own use. This was done spontaneously
and willingly, a fact underlined in the unsettling
account of Ananias and Sapphirra in Chapter 3. This
couple claimed they were fully committed to this new

movement so were donating the full proceeds of the
sale of their land, while in fact holding something back
(just in case). They paid for their deception with their
lives. A harsh penalty? It is easy to think so, but the
absolute seriousness of this emerging work of God in
establishing His Kingdom on earth through the Holy
Spirit, of reclaiming God’s creation from the grip of the
enemy, is I think strongly suggested here. It is no light
matter.
Christians tend to be generous people. They have a
deep awareness of what God has done for them and
the price that has been paid for that settlement. But
this response to the Spirit seems to run deeper than
‘affordable’ generosity and I find this deeply unsettling
to my comfortable way of life.
Perhaps the challenge in this scripture is actually very
simple. First, it asks a personal question: what is my
commitment to the Kingdom of God and who controls
my resources? And second, it contains a corporate
challenge: as Christ’s body, how do we together
respond to the disciples spirit-led commitment to be
‘one in heart and mind and… holding everything in
common’?
Stephen Gray
Stephen moved with his wife Sally
to Motueka from Dunedin in 2005
and they run their own event
management business from home.
They are part of St Thomas’ Motueka
and enjoy the local lifestyle.
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